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Hacroautiil romp CoopHuka Odmecrsa cocrapasers XV 
“aCTh H3LaHin KOU Ch ANUAOMATHYeCKON NepenuckH BeANKO- 
OPHTAHCKUXD ipeacrapnresei pu pycckomb aABoph. Marepiarn 
LIM STOO H3A1anit ObLIL H3BICKeCHb 3b JONOHCKarO rocy- 
[apcrBeHHaro apxMBa Up vuacTiH Y1eHa-KOppecnonszenta rene- 
parb-efirenauta H. C. Epmosospa u sak.nouaica Bb TOMAX') JIOH- 
toncKaro apxuBa (Public Record Office. Russia.) 3a WN 61— 66 
(10 HOBOH HyMepauil 52—-57) 3a 4“eTbIpe romwa, 1750—1753. Bn 
reyenie Bcero oToro BpemMeHH BL [erepOyprh Haxoanacnh WocaaH- 
HHKOMDb NOTKOBHUK'S Lait -Lukenes, upndprpiuii pa Poccito pp 
1749 1. H3b CroKrowipMa, PAUL Ob COCTOSAb BE TOL Ae AOAVKHOCTH. 
Ero Hasuauenie Bb Herepoyprb mponsomii0 10 BLIGOpy camoro 
KaHiiepa rpacpa A. Il. beeryaesa-Piomuna, upocuBinaro 3a Hero 
Kak’b Bb BELAY Toro, UTO Jinkench 3Harb HhMeLKI ABbIKD, Ha 
KOTOPOMb KabiLieph erue OODsICHAICH, UhMb Ha C(bpanuyscKonh, 
Tak’b H HOTOMY, UTO OLLIb 3HAKOMD CO WIBEACKIM'S MH MpyccCKHMWb 
LBopaMH. 

O Jluxench ve mwberest HUKAKHXD Giorpaduueckuxb cBb- 
abuiftt. Upibxar, onp po THerepOoyprp yaxre HemonoabmMb: ue- 
pest mecrh Jbrb nocah cBoero nprbsaa, a uMecHHO Bb 1755 I. 
OH IPOCH.h O CBOEML VBOJIPHCHIN, YVBCTBYH CeOA CAUIIKOMD 
crapbimb, YroOb! HecrTH BC OOA3AHHOCTH, COUPAACHHbI Cb ero 
LOMAKHOCTHDIO. Orb copbroparb KOpomo HasHayiTh WwocJaH- 
HHKOMb Kb pyccKOMYy ABOopy YesoBhKa BR TOANOI cub u BS 
ubbrh abrb, Takb Kakb, UO OObMaIMb, TOCHOLCTBOBABLUIHM) 
MpH pycckKOMb Boph, NOCMAHHHKY CIBLOBAIO ObITb Helmpe- 
whyHo Ha Bebxb Kyptaraxb, Oalaxb. MacKapadaxb, Tearpactb- 
HBIXb HAM OUeCPHBIXD UpelcTaBIeCHiAXL H BOOOULe Ha KAKXD Obl 
ro HH OWJO TYOANYHBIXD mpasanecrpaxb. I] ohlicrBiuteapno, 
aHrdifickoe upapireibcTBO BHO coBbry JtuKenca, HasHaqiBL 
Bb TOMB #e 1755 roay uociomp Kb IlerepOyprckomy ABopy 
copa Yapap3a Pandiwpn Yusaaipamca, Koemy Opl10 46 whrb oTb 
poay, "etopbka cocrosresbHaro WM UptBopHaro, Cpasy OCBONB- 
luaroci Bb HOBO! OOcraHoBKb. att /LaKkench, Hanporup, He 
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UPHBBIK Kb CBBTCKOI MUBHH WH He OOJalaIb cpeactBami. Emy 
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HCIb3A OTKAZATh Bb HAOMOMATeAHOCTH; OH'b ObLIb OCTOPOKeH'b 
HW HCHONHHTCICHh, HO Vy Hero HedOcTaBatoO ANMIOMATHYecKaro 
HAaBLIKa, KAKOBOC OOCTOATEALCTBO BHISLIBAIO Bb HbKOTOpPHIX CJV- 
yasXb HCLOBOAbCTBO KOpOlA Leopra Il nan ero munuectpa, To- 
maca Ileaprama, repuora HpioKacrapcKaro, crarcb-ceKkpeTapa m0 
IOKHLIMD LbIaMb, cb KoTOppIMb JLuKeHCb Berb MOANTHYECKYIO 
nepenucky. Ae umneparpnib Enucaserb Uerposnh nocaannnny 
OTHOCHTCs COYYBCTBCHHO, XOTA H NOpuuaerb es OOpasb mpa- 
BeHiA H paBHOAyllie Kb rocyAapcrBeHHbiM’b Whaawb. «BeanKil 
KaHILlepb HHTAeTb TAKOe 7Ke OTBPALleHie Kb TPYAV MH SanATIAM'b,— 
nuimerb JuKencb,—Kakb ero rocyszappinsa. Ecan Ont OH AeA) 
nocrbiopaTh Moemy coBbry, emy HaienKaso Obl, BMbeTO ‘Toro, 
YTOOL! NHCATh AOKMALbI HW BaITbCA Bb NOCTeIH WO 12 4ac. AHS, 
ObITD YAR Bb IO Nac. VIpPa Bh NOKOAXb cTaparo cpaBoputa 
(rpacba Asexctsa Dpnroppesnua PasymoscKaro), Bb KOTOPHIX’b 
uMUepaTpina yacto OpiBaga. Tamb emy npercraByacb Obl BO3- 
MOWKHOCTh YCKOPHTD es pbiurenia NO nponsBoAMBUIMes Jb1aM'b. 
Yacro no iwhaiMbp MbceawaMb OHA He HaxOWMTb MUHYTbI Bpe- 
MCHH, YTOOLI uMH 3aHsTECA». JLuKench ormbuaetb HecKpbIBaeMyIoO 
HMUMepaTpHuelo HCUpii3Hb Kb Npycckomy Koposo Ppnapuxy Il 
HM pacnosowenie Kb anraifickomy Veopry Il, koropomy ona cra- 
padach VrOMAATh; TAK'b, Hallp., OHA, TOALKO 3b VBAAKCHIA Kb ero 
xO-aTalicrBy, upoctrusa rpacpy Gaxapy UYepupuuesy ero noesn- 
HOKb Cb MOMKOBHHKOMD vleCOHTbeBLIMD, KOHYHBILICH CMepTbIO 
nocrbanaro. Bp xnoneceniaxn Jtikenca Esncasera [erposna 
plicyeTcH HAaMb *KCHUMHOH pbuITeapHOf WH OTBAKHOI: OHA 
cama pacnopsskacrca TYWMeHieMb MowKapa, UcTpeOuBularo Ha ex 
raasaxb aBbh tpern Sumasiro aBopua Bb Mocks. Ho suberb 
Cb TEMb NPHXOANTCA VLNBIATHCH TOMY, UTO OHA Ha Cb AyIOoMifi 
henb mocib nowapa mupibxana usp [oKporckaro Ha KoMedit, 
KOTOpad pasbIrphiBaszacb BE Tearpb pazomb co cropbruiuMs 
ABOpuoOMD. CrpanAbiMit KaKYTCA CA UIPHUY AL, Tak’, OHA He BHI- 
HOCHJa CaKCOHCKarO NocsanHAKa PynKa u3'b-3a ero KOCOrwasis 
H, Bb BUHAY 9TOM VpOAINBOCTH, TpecOoBata ero OTO3BaHIs. Ona 
cb Herepibuiemt ovngzaia npibsaa rpacha Muxansa Beervoxera 
u3b J[pesaena, uTOOM BuAbTh ero BrOpylo *ReHy; ee HHTepeco- 
Bala #KCHUINHA, He YOosBulasics BLITITH 3aMyK'D 3a becryaera 
IPH jKH3SHH ero mepBoll weHbI, COCIaHHOM BL CuOupp. Koraa 
me Enncasera [lerpopna y3Hasa, uro rpacpnun becryaesa He 
coOnpasiach upibxatp, POCy AapblnA CHJIBHO pasrHbeasiach HM, 10 mpH- 
ABOPHBIM' TOKaAMb, Muxanaty becryaesy Morsa rposutb yuactTb ero 
nepsor »enbl. Useberna spaxkaa, CVULeCCTBOBABIIAA Me”AKLY OOOUMH 





OparbamMa becryakesnin. Heiueparpiiia nawbpesasiach WOpyuinrn 
rpacpy Muxanay Herposnuy vupapacnic 1Bopomb BeIRALO KHM35 


llerpa Oeozoposnua, HO rpadph, ACHUBINNCL Ha HHOcTpaunh, 
BoBce He ACID BAE3KATD USD JIpesaena, trb oun CocTOuh 
HocdanHnkoMb. Ero Oparb, KanILepb, Cb CBOcIL CrOpoubl, Ona- 
caicd JLIa ceOwn ero pibsda, Tanb KaK’b Ob OLLI Bb ApPVAKe- 
CKHXb OTHOUICHIIXL Cb BUle- KanILIcpombp rpacdowh Bopouto- 
BbIM'b. 

pacby Aaerchto UWerposnuy upnxoansoch Optrh  ouenh 
OCTOPOARHLIMD, WOO He Worepubrp OT KOsHei Bparonn 1 
He BosOvauNTL HeLoBbpie rocyaappinn. Ho, Kanb  sawhuaer, 
HocaHHukbD AuKkeneb, beeryvakent Ontp camp ceOb pparb 
ABAD HOBO CBOHMb HeLOOPOAMCAATEIIMD pacupocrpagsTh 
XVAVIO) MOJIBY UpoO Hero. OHb  SHOOHAb POCKOMIB, JOON) 
CTPOHTLOs! HW Beh OOADIUVIO HIpy, TAK’ YTO ODLTb KPVrOM'h 
Bp oary. JQ VAOBIeTBOPeHIs CBOHND WoTpeGHocrell OH He 
OCTAHABINBAICA Hepe lb pacrparol Jeherb, UpHta Liew aBuiiN'b 
Kasnb. Oro OesupaserBennoe whsatie woBaeKso 3a codolw eine 
Oo.1hbe UVBCTBHTe.1bHOe HapVilicHie, Ch CPO CTOPOHDI, OOK 
SAHHOCTCH, CBASAHHDIXD Ch eCrO CAVKCOHLIMG HOMO KCHICM': 
bectvAKeBL Hale BO3SMOAUDIMb OOpPATHTHEs! Kb UpeeTaBu- 
reaimp Anrain, Apserpin om Cakcomm up pyeckomb 2.Boph 
Ch HpoOcbhool cro BHIPVINTh Bb BHAY Toro, YTO WHaYe ero 
pparn, 06a Opara IIveasoppixy Wo reneparb-Hpokypoph KHsISb 
Tpv6eukol, MOP BOCHOMAL30BaTKEH CFO KPH THUCCKIMb HO.10- 
(KCHICMb JL TOPO, YTOORL HOrVOHTh cro Bh riasaxb wMuepa- 
rpuIlbl, a Cro NALCHie OKASATO OLE OObULOe BAIHIC Ha XO 
BHBIUHHX b COOBITILT WH Ha PPVUUApOBKY JlepaKaB'b, Bb YeM’b ODL 
3annrepecoBanbl comsnKuKH Poccin—Ancrpia, Aurain mn Canconis. 
becryARCBD HC CUNTATD AW CeO MP LOCV AN Te bHBIM OOpallarbcs 
31 HOMOULDIO Kb POCVLApPAMbD COIOSHLIXD rocyataperBy. Ilo c.1o- 
bawp Jtukenca, Kaniieph Bb HOsoOBHAG OKTHOpH 1752 1. Upo- 
CIID cBoero JIpyra, cakconcKaro HociaHnNka PyaKa, wepe tarp 
aBeTpilickoMy nocay Bperaaky u auraifickomy nocsaHHnky, To 
OTEB3b vocylapnian Bb Mocksy craBnib ero Bb CaMoe 3a- 
[PVAHNTCIBHOC MOOAKCHIC, TAKh KAKh OHb, HESABHCHMO OTL 
TOTO, YTO OHb Ch TPVIOMb HAXOMMIb CpeACTBA Ha COLepAKaAHic 
cBoeroO OMA, pacTpaTH.b Ha CBOH HYAVIDE KaSeHNbist LCHbrH 
[BYXb JcHapTaMeHTOBh, COCTOAMBIUHXD MO. erO VOpPaBleHieMwh, 
KAHLLCAPIH HW MOUTAMTA; 13h 15.000 YEPBOHICBL, COCTAB.IBIINXD 
CCKPeTHbIT (DOHA Kane pi, OH MPHCBOILIb 12.000, 3b 
NOUTOBLIXD — 16.000 pyO.viell, a BCeroO, HpHOAN3SHTe.IbHO, 20.000 








YCPBOHLUCBb. becryaAeBb POC UOC HW MOCaHHUKOBL pet 
Vupemrb ero rnOeit. Peneparh bperaach, Pyanp uw. LaKenes, 
UbiCTBUTCABHO, OOPaATHANCh Kb CBOUMb ABOPAMh; LO HOAyUeHist 
umn oTBbropp, becryaesb ue phases BorbsKarh BL Mocksy, 
rub uMueparphiia vake HAXOANIach Ch 19 AcKAGpH 1752 rota. 
Onub HMI OCHOBAHIS PASCUNThBATL HA TO, YTO COIOSHbIe rocy- 
lapn upwiyrp emy na nomoutb., eerh ahre tomy nasa Ko- 
pop Veopra I] cevauapn ero 6.000 cbyut. erepa. HOLD 3aor, 
ero oma Bb C.-Ierep6yvprb. Ho pacuerh Kannutepa He cpasy 
oupaBiladich. Heppoit orebriab caxcouckifi Manucrpb bpiowap, 
pe WOAUBUL BecrvakeBy Vlepakarb Bb erO MOJIb3Y OKO.10 WecTH 
rhiCaYb (PVHTOBb CTCPAHHPOBL H3b.CYMMBI, KOTOPyIO pyccKill 
[BOPh VAC LABHO ObLIb AOMAKeCHb cakcouckoMy. ABCTpiickoe 
UpaBHTeberso usBberHio reHepasa bperiaka oO cBoemB co 
hacin Ha youaty -becryaesy NOAMHSHeEHHOH HeHuciH BL 10.000 
PCPMAHCKHXD = (PIOPHHOBb, HO KaHILleph Ch Herolopaniem’ 
OTBeEpl b 3IO HIPC LIOACHIe, rOBODpH, WTO OHb Ha Tankux’b VO10- 
BIAXb He HaMbpecnbh uwposaBarh cecO# Kanoli-m60 HHOCTpaHHoli 
tepaxaBh. Peneparb bperianb cb HapOuHbIMb KVYpbepoMb HsBb- 
CTH CBO ABOph OOD OTKAsh KAHIIepa, VObAMAN CBOE TIpa- 
BUTCIbCTBO BLICTaTh CMY OTb 10 LO 12.000 UCPpBOHILCBb, YOO 
Bbipyuith becryaxKesa Bp cryuah HeOOXOANMOCTH OMOJHHTE 
Ppactpary, UpousBertenHylo uMb. ANPiCKIN KOpOJb. cb cBoe;l 
CTOPOHLI, OTBLTHAb, YTO OHb TOTOBb CHATh 3anpellleHie NO 3a- 
JOrY OMA KaHiliepa, W upesocraBiiab JluKency oObmarp be- 
CTVACBY 2.500 CDVHT., CCH PYCCKIN ABOPL OON3VeTCH BhICTABNTL 
Bolicka Bb cayuah wanarzeniat Pprapuxa Il na ranosepenin pyia- 
ubuin Peopra Il, apyrie 2.500 cpyut., Koraa pyceKia BoticKa Ha4u- 
HVTb CBO BLICTVILICHIc, H OCOOOe BOSHArPAAACHIe, CCIM CVOCH ILIA, 
rpedvemas Poccicio orn Anrailt, OV Leth, HACKOALKO BOSMOIKHO, 
VMcHBUIeHa. Besrbacrnie xowaraficrna Pynka, CaKCONCKIN BOP’ 
BhICIa.Ib emMy 8.000 pelixcraiepopp sat mepetaun becryanesy 
H MpeocraBHb KaniLiepy eile 22.000. pelixcTalepoBb 13> 
CVMMBIL, JOWAKHOH pycckuM’b .twopomb. Ilo nacroaHio aserpili- 
cKaro NOC, CFO MpaBHTeIbCTBO BbICIAIO eMy 30.000 repMaH- 
CKUXD (PIOPHHOBb, WTO Ch §$.000 pelixXCTadepoBh, NO.1YYCHHbIMH 
PVHKOMDb, CocTaBAAIO, HO pacuery JLikenca, CyMMY, LOCTaTOUHYIO 
Ha HOoMOdHeHie pacrparil. Ho Kanuiepb ObLb GOO MOT: 
nolvuneb orp bpersaka 10.000 YepBOHUeBL, OH'b, JBa JHA 
CHYCTH, Hpourparh 13> unXb 1.200. Beb ceo CHOrleHnist Cb HHO- 
CTPAHHBIME MpederaBHTesIMH WO BOLpocy © CBOeMb BOsHarpa- 


ALCHIN beervakeBb, HecOMHbHHO, AepxKabD Brain. 
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Mar biiuas 3aMunKa Bb NeperoBopax’ upuBoAHa becryacera 
Bb TpeBory; uo c10Bpamp JtuKenca, Ob ObLIb OUCH TPYCAUBD 
H Berb haa We WHAYe, Kak NYTCMb NPOTOKOJOBY HAN Yepes 
WOAALY HAMATHHXD 3alHCOKb, KOTOPLIN MpelcTaBiiucb rocy- 
Aappinb.,. OTH (bopMasibHOCTH KasaaNcb HUOCTPaHHbIMb JHIMIOMA- 
TaMb OYCHb OOPeMcHHTcI_HBIMH. Bp 1754 1r. JLKkeneb mucacrn, 
WTO KaHiWlepb HHKOrAa He BILbIcH Cb UMMepaTpHlicil; BeAkas 
MCJIOUL H31aradach Bb HHCbMCHHOMh OKA, KOTOpLi mepe- 
laBaicy = MOOLOMyY cbasoputy Heany Ulveasosy; nocrbaniti 
NOMABATh LOKIAb BL TOMb calyuab, ecu, no ero MH BHO, HMte- 
parpHila Oba pacnosoneHna 3anatTecsd baamn. Beioay HaraiKu- 
BAIHCL Ha MCJIKi9 Tpa3Hbit uATpurn. Camb Beankili KaHiiept 
matoBaticn JLukeHcy Ha TaKkie NOpsAKH, KOTOPbic, Bb r1a3ax’b 
APV3cH HW HeAPYTOBb, ABISIHCh NOSOPHBIMH IH OKaSbIBaIH Bpelb 
LOOPOMY HMCHH H BIITHiIO HMUepaTpHiibl, HO KaHIWiepb He 3Harb, 
WKAKb HOCOOHTB POplo. 

Meaay thump noanrnueckomy mosoneniio Espomnt yrpo- 
KAN KOPOIb upyccnilt Ppuapuxb UW, Koroppii uckasrb mpe.l- 
AJOra HAPYWINTh MUPb H BOCHOMb3OBRAThCH CVYaeMb, YUTOOKI pac- 
IIMpitbh CBOH Biatbait. Ororb rocylapp He crbecnsicd HNKa- 
KOH Mbpofi, HuUKAKHMb CHOCOOOMDb As HpHunneHist Bpela Mpo- 
THBHUKY, Kakb Ob OTH ULhlicrBia HH npoTuBopbanan wavasam 
HpaBCTBCHHOCTH: HMb YeKaHIach (babulnBasl MOHeTA, BbINYCKa- 
Ch Ha cBOOOAY UpecrynHHKH WoT. m. Toao6no tomy, Kak'b Bb 
1740 r. Ppnapuxp saxsatnab Cusesiio y Aserpin, onb coon: 
paicd 3ansTb ranopepcKin BAaLbuin Kopoat Ueopra IL nan na- 
nacrb Ha Cakconilw. Oub HcKab JNMb MOBO Kb TOMY, YTOOL 
3aT barb pacnpio. Kb APe3LeCHCKOMY JLBOpy PpiuApUXxb IIpeb- 
IBHIb ‘TpecOOBaAHie OOL yAOBeTBOpeHiN ThXb H3b ero MOIaH- 
HLIXb, KOTOPHNe ABASIHCh KpeAHTopaMHn, MO LrocyLapceTBeHHOMY 
toury, Cakcouin, XOTS UXb WpeTeH3iM Ob HeCOCHOBATC.RHBI 1 
He BHITeKAIH 3b ycoBiil ApesxzencKaro AoroBopa. [pyccnili 
KOPOIb VPpORKATh NOMLLeEpAKaTh CBOE TpedoBAHie CHAOIO OPyKist: 
BepcabcKifi ABOpb, O1HAKO, VOLUN ero OTKAZATbCA OTD cro 
JOMOFATeABCTBD, a COI3HEIE ABOph Phu Wath eMy OTOP. 
Bn ornomenin Anrain Ppnapuxp yrepanBarb uspberuylo cyMMy, 
KoTOpad CAbLOBAIA Kb yoAaTh HEKOTOpHIND BeAWKOOPHTAaHCKHML 
NOAMHHDIMb 1O Cysesin H KOTOpyIO NIpycckill KOPOAb OON3aAICs 
ump BepHyrb. Veoprs If seryniics 3a cBouxXb NOAAAHHBIN'S; Cb 
cBpoeli cropoub, Ppuapuxy HW crap roropurh 3anacil Ha rpanuiuh 
ranopepckuxb Baatbuill Veopra, 3axyuarb Jomagei uo cpypay. 
1} yVeTpanBaTb Jarepb Ha §0.000 Ue.l, BOHCKA UOIb BepanHoms. 
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ITH Yrposbl 3acTaBHJin aHrailickaro KOpods HayaTh MeperoBophl 
Cb PYCCKHMD ABOPOMD O CHApAKCHIN KOPIIyCa Bb 60.000 4Ye.l., 
KOTOpHI, Haxowsich BL .[ncbasHatin, Morb Obl BCTYIINTD Bb 
IIpycciio no neppomy tTpedosaniio Anrain. Crenenb yuacris 
Poccin BL 9TOL Bolin nu BoNpoc, O cyOcHAin, viauuBaemoli 
eft Anrieio 34 BCHOMOraTeIbHbIS BOLCKA, COCTABANIN TpeAMeT 
oropopa, 3akiOYeHIe KOTOparo OblL1o0 HOpyyeHO AnKeHcy, HO 
LOTOBOph ObLIb UOMUNCAHD, HECKOABKO hb ciryers, ero mpeem- 
HHUKOMb YH.iJbsMCOM’b. 

3a sto Bpema oTHOMeHin cb LH] eenief ne Spam mpounn; 
KOpOJeBa MpHxXOAWAach cecrpo1o Ppnapuxa Il npycckaro, a camp 
KOpOIb AXLOAbC)’b He MOP OCBOOOAUTLCH OTE BLAH CbpaHitys- 
CKOH NaptTin, Koropad 6biia cHabHa upH ero ABopb. Yepesb nee 
BepcaIbCKill ABOPD MbITaIcs 3aBectH CHOUeHisN cb LlerepOyproms, 
KV1a Uplichiainch NoOLO3spHTebHbIt anunoctn, Modpsub i 
aooatb Munopers. UMpb mpnnicipaoch nopysenie 3aBa3aT, 
He€perOBOPbLI Cb BCINKOKHAKECKUMb ABOpOMb. O BeanKofi Kus 
ruab Exarepnab Asexchesut JLukench coodmaerb oan odpu- 
WiaIbHbIA CBbAUbHIS, HO YAR TOrAa CYULCCTBOBAIH OlaceHIa 3a 
ef BMBbIUATeIbCTBO BL UOanTHyeckia Wha; Hacderb BeIKArO 
KH«3a [lerpa OcoxOpoBn4a OND UPHBOANTS CTpanHoe Ipe1o7Ke- 
Hie, CUbIanHoOe UMb Yepesb JLukenca Teopry I, upnuarp na cpea- 
CTBA KOPOJIs COMeEpAKaAHie TOMMITHHCKUXD BOHCKb BCNKACO KHA3A. 

Anransane vepe3'p Pocciio Bean roprospsio ch Ilepcicio, 
rab umMban KOHTOph! H MOAb30BAINCb VCTVraMH PYCCKHXb 1.14 
3aULH TBE CBOHXb HHTepecOBb MH COOTCYeCTBCHHHKOBb Bb ITOIL 
oTaaseHHott crpant. Bah Poccin mposwnpaso He Malo AHTINYAH'h, 
SAHHMABIIHXcs =TOPrOBIeIO H MOCTPOHBIIHXD (baOpHukH, Kak’b, 
Haup., OOoliHad CbadpuKa Tomncona un bytacpa pp Mocks. 

Hean3a He YHOMHHYTh O ObACTRIAX’, KOTOPHIA Yacro Hoch- 
naan Pocciio u cBnabrerbcrnopatn O BHYTpeHHeMb Heycrpoll- 
crpb. Hownappt ovenb yacro cayyasich ake Bb CTOTNUAXD, H 
HIpOTHBb HHXD He MpHHHMAJOCh HHKAKHXD Mbpb mpelocropowa- 
HoctH. JIukench mnmerb oO rpomatHomp nowKaph pp Mocks, 
HCTPeOHBIIeM’b BeCHOIO 1752 LV. ABh Tperm ropodza, OKOAO WITH 
TRICHY TMOCTPOCKb; BTOPOll MOMApb, C.VUINBUINICH OCCHbIO, 
VHHUTORHID SGumuift ABoperb uMeparpnubt. Ha aos [lerep- 
Ovpra BbIMAaIN HAaBOAHEHIA, KOTOPHIS VYHOCHJIH MHOTO #KepTBb 
H UPS HCHCUHCAMMBIC YOBITKH. 

C. Topannop. 


Ilerporpaas. 
15 MapTa 1916 r. 








OPIABALEMILE. 


Mepenucka anraiickaro nocaHHuKa Tan JlvkeHca cb repuo- 
romb HbiwKacTeJbCKMMb 3a BpemMA Cb 28 AHBapaA (8 deBpasa) 
1750 r. no 20 (31) nexa6pa 1753 roga. 


1750. 
Ne , TP. 
1. floakonanks Tai lugenct repuory Hbwkacteaperomy. 2% snpapa (» de 
Bpata).—Pasropopb ero cb rpadomb beetymespima 0 cnocobaxb yrasenia 
yatckaro MHAnCTpa Ilyana orb 3annMaemoa HM» JoJKHOcTH. becryxent 
welaib On, yTobn Kopoib Teoprd Il 391% 10GHHb Bb 9TOMb Ylagenin . ] 
llorkopnukD Tali lakencb repnory Hbwracteanekomy. 3 dbespaaa (14 the- 
Bpaia).—bapows Koppt yathjomuad anraiiickaro nocaannnka Tatsaes 0 npu- 
KagsaniAXh, WOIyYGeHHWXd rpapomb llannuwwt oO KonReHiM. Pyccnif 1wops 
He AyMaeTb 0 BoHnG Ha chBeph. Ilpitsyn ws Ilerep6yprb garexaro nocsan- 


ee ee I a ee ee we OR es 8 8 
lloakopnakd Tait {ucenct repnory HbwKacreaperomy. 6 dbewpaaa (17 dpe- 
Bpata).—Tenepaan bepnecd noayanab yroanomoyie Ha npueryoaenie kb 
loropopy 1746 roxa. bapont Kopde noerynaers cb nocsannnKomb THtaeemb 
OTKpoBeHHO. CubHa Beankaro BusHpaA Bb Konerantwnonoab . lw. { 

1. Tepuors Hbptoxacteapcnifi Taw jlagency. Saiivroayn. 20 espaas.—Oanjaets 
samtyania beeryxena na npoerrs npuerynaenia Teopra Il kb Zoronopy 
L746 f.; Bb 9TOMB UpoeKRTh He MOryTD OnITE Jonymenbl AsMbHenis. Matb- 

Hie KOpold O NosomeHIN Abad. . te hoe e & -S GES d 

). Lepuors HpwKacreaperif Taw lwkeacy. Vaiirroap. 23) hespaas.—Tepuors H. 
HOATBepwlaeTh, YTO KOPOA HE JOMYCTHTD HAKAKAXD H3MbHeHIA Bb AKT 
pucTyidenia Kb Xoronopy 1746 1.; OHS He NPM3HaeTh HAKAKEXD ceKper- 
HBIX cTaTei; ecan uMiepaTpHya He NpHHAMaeTh aTAXb ycsosili, TO Bea 
CXblAKA MOKETH ObITh NpekpalleHa, TAK KAKb KOPOIb HUKOPAa HE coraa- 
cHT¢a Ha yoaaty 500.000 dyatosb Ha pacxoth w 150.000 dynos eme- 
roqgo Ha colepmwanie 80.000 yea. Bolicka BB Jnaanqin. Kopoab oven 
HeoBoIeHb MeMOpieH, UpercTaBseHHoH rpapoms llanwHuMb nO mBe CRAM 
XbaaMb, MW cuMTaeTs, 4TO oTKAsd IIlBeyin wcHoaHATe TO, 4To TpebyeTca 
memopiell, He MomeTD Jia Poccid caMTAThCA MOBOOME Kb OTKPHITIW BOeH- 
HbIXD AbcTBIA M Rb eA OOpameHiwW 3a NOMONIbH Bb eA cowsHuKaMD. Bo 





clyyah sanajenia Poccia wa Ileeyiv, Ppanuia an [[pyccia, ue Beemy Bb- 
poatiw jlania uw [lopra, npamyrs ea cropony. Ho Kopoab AyMaeTb, 4YTO 
uMiepaTpuga He phuutca yrpomaTs Illeeqin, Takb kag bectymewh yxe 
o6baBuab soply FMaXpoply, YO wMAepaTpana GyjJeTS JepRaTh caon Bolicka 
Ha rpananth LUlseyia, wb apexbaaxt cponxt Baaybuiii, w OyxeTb omMJaTS 
pbuenia cBowxt cowsHuK0Bb. Ist orsbra Iilsejonb wa memopiw rpaa 
[laHaHa MORHO 3ARJWYMTS, ITO celbMaa craTtba Hawitayrekaro JoroBopa, 
no KoTOpOH Poccin npexocTaBseno O10 paBo BMbIMBATECA BO BAYTpeHHis 
mBexckid Abia no Bonpocy o nepembab hopmbl yupapsenia, we Obiaa BO03- 
o6HOBIeHa 00 AoroBOpy O Mupb, 3akawuenHomy Bb Abo. Tpapy Paemmanry 
OTKA38HO Bb ACHCRHOMD fvcohin MOIBCKOMY ROpos a a 
lloakopaakt Tai Jakencth repuory Hbwkacreabewxomy. 14 despaaa (24 he 
Bpaia).—Heiaat On serpbrateea cb rpahoms becrymesbimt, yTo6bl BH- 
cRazaTbcd wacueTb leperoBopos cb janie 06% oTBaeyeHin eA OT cowsa 
cb panuiew. SactynanyectBo 3a bupona. oe —_ 
Tepuorts Hpwsacteapcerifi law jlagency. Vaiitroat. 27 (pespaaa.—OOn yaa- 
aeHin Ilyauua a3 yatekaro ABopa. ( HasHayenin mBexcKaro MMBACTpa 
BB Anraiw. Cybcuzia cenatopy Akeprieabuy. Tapantia co ctopoum Poccia 
raHopepckaxt Baaxbuiii Teopra I]. Cejbmaa cratba Hairagrckaro joronopa 
oTuBaesa AbockuMt. . Li—133 


Iloagkosnakt Tali unenct repuory Hsweacreascnony. 17 beppasa (2% dpe- 


ppaaa).—bectyxest tpebyerb, aT06n Jlukench w3t0KHIb Ha AcbMS co- 
o6mesie anrsifickaro kKabmueta Oo neperopopaxt cb jlanieii, wb upeayupe 
Rlewie ef BeTyHAeHia Bb cow3D cb Dpaniiei. Pasropops cb bectyxeBbiMt 
06% yjasenin Ilyana. BeickastipaeT nomedanie, aTo6w rpapb Vepanmest 
6HIb OTO3BAHD 43b oHJOHAa. Sambmenie ipycckaro nocaannuka Toabua 
Bapenxoppomp. . . ; i? eo eos a ae 
lloaxosankt l'aii [nkenct repnory Menneeenenny. 20) beppaaa (3 MapTa).— 
Ieperosops o npuetynaenin Teopra Il gb gorosopy 1746 r. Jareria waa. 
Tepnors Hpweacreabcrifi Taw jluxency. Yaiirroas. 4 mapra.—Kopoab ue 
corsaceHb WopyuaTb cBoemy UocdanHMBy TaTsew vpoucka no yjaaenin Iily- 
anna. Ons cb HeloBhpiemb OTHOcCHTCA KB coobmeHiM luKeHca, YTO HMne- 
paTpaga MApHO pacnosomena kD IIleenin . 

danpemenie jlukency JapaTb acbMeHHBIA oluoomale mele Lesevenee 
best pasphmenia wauaabersa - » % — 
lloakopHakt lai [akenct repuory HbwRacteabcKomy. 24 henenns (7 MapTa).— 
Hawtaenia, ipeqnosoxennia becrywesniMb Bb akTS UpacTyisaenia Koposa 
leopra B% Joropopy 1746 r. weg et Se eS 
Tepnors Hpwracteabcsifi Taw [axency. ‘Vebues. 13 mapta.— ,lugench 
NOJYINTS efO NAChMO, MocaanHoe yepesb Bhuy oe or ee 
Iloakopnuks [aii [ueencs repuory Hbwracteabcromy. % mapta (14 mapra).— 
Hloayyus% ynodnomoyie Ha nNojumcanie axra oo Teopra II kp 
joropopy 1746 r. . ce ies 

BurbeTé cp renepasoms Bepascews 6 OHB — NpocHTb KabiJepa [0ckKo- 








phe NOROHYMTh Cb THM AKTOM, NPeAyNpeAMBS ero, 4TO KOporb He co- 
raacehb Ha Kakis-1n60 aswheenia Bb aKTh <p © eit 
lepuors Hwracteaberii Taw jlakency. Yaiitroat. 1!) mapra.—3aasaenie 
Kanurpapa o sannckt rpada llanana, spyyennoi meejcKomy mauucTepeTBy. 
Orsbrb Kanurpady. ee Oe Ge ee ee ae ee 
Tepuors Hproractesapesifi [aw aan ney. Vaiitroab. 16 wapra.—O rTafiapxp 
cHomeniaxt IIeenin cb Ppanuieli a IIpyecieh yepeas Mledpepa . 
Auxency nopyyeno 3aapaTh Kannaepy, 4yto Teoprs II orkaswpaetes 
0Th BeAKaro corbicTBia BMTepaTpHuh, ecan ONA BCTYNHTD Bb WMBe,CRYH 
PuHasnliw WH TbMD HAdHeETh BoiHY —_ ger 
Hloakosnukt Tali [axenct repuory Hbwkacteabckomy. 6 mapta ( 7 ( MapTa).— 
HecTyKeBL OTKASbIBaeTh UPHHATS ero HM reHepata bepweca no caygaw mocra. 24 
lloakopuakt lai luxeuct repuory Hbwracteaberomy. 10 mapra (21 mapta).— 
Anctpifickifi ysopb nobylaab pycckifi npocaTh cybem,ii y kopoaa Teopra II. 
Cnomesi# cb apcTpiickKAMh H CaKCOHCKAMD [BOpPaMH 0 ROHBEHNIA, 8aksW- 
YeHHOH pyccKMMb CO WBeACRAMS 
OrabTb OTb BMCHA UIBeACKAarO KOpOAM Ha BanacKY, UpercTaBsenHyW 
rpajpoms H. W. Wanmupwa. . .. - s « « Somes 
lepuors Hpwracteabcrifi law jlaKeacy. Fabevess. 23 mapTa. 2. —LIpacrynsesie 
aHraifickard Kopoaa Kb Jorowopy 1746 Pr. 610 Mpelsomeno pyccRaMs ABOpoMs. LN 
BuevaTatuia wacweTb ovehra mBelckaro upaBATeAbeCTBa Ha 3allBCRy 
rpada Ilagana . ee See ee ee ee ee fe ae 
lloakopnun? Tail [ukencs repuory y Rasnsovenoneny. 1} mapra (24 wapta).— 
Konpepennia eb beeryxessiwe we wMbaa wheta. 2 ae 
lloakopuukt laii ukenct repuory Hbwracteabcromy. Kondepennia cb be- 
cryxKeBbMD. /[nkeHCh Mpe_yupemAaeTh Kantsepa, sro Kopoab Leoprs II 
He cordacaT¢A HM Ha Kakid B3MbHeHIA Bb ARTS Npwcryusewia . . 2.) BU 
Pasrosoph cb becryxephimt 0 Koupeuilin co Ilpenief. . 2. 2. . . I 
Junench comntpaetes, urobn pyccxifi ABoph No_uMcaab JeKsapaniv 
oTHOcHTe]bHO Tanopepa . . . . . +. ee + oe © © Oe 
jlukenct yebpent, YTO pycckil ABOpb He AMbeTD HMKAKOTO BpawRyeb- 
Haro Hambpesia upotass Iilnenia; mocemy ond He HaMbpend AbsAaTh emy 
HMKakOrO sanBleHia . . Ok. ee le . . « dd—34 
lepnors Hbwracreapceriii Taw Jones, Yaiitroat. 30 nape. —Teneers 
awlevTb phurenii rpapa Beeryaepa m Haybetca Ha TO, TO OH He Hapy- 
WNT MApa Ha cheepb NochagOw BOCKD Bb WBeIcKyH DanaAAIiW . 34—H6 
Teoprd Il orgasbipaetca naaTaTh cy6cnjia — Ba3sHb 3a cojepaa- 
Hie BOHCKD BE Aupaansin . . . 37 
(loakosanet [aii lukencs repuory aagnemeeneny. 20 mapTa (; (at sapns), -- 
Pycckoe mpapaTeabeTBo He AMBeTh NpaBa BMBUMBAThCA BD bla 06% yupa- 
pienia Ileeqia . . ; . . . B8—40 
bapout Boas repyory ledensvenaneny. 20 1 mapTa (31 mapTa).—Ero 
XOlaTaHcTBO HepeAb PyccKNMb MHHACTEPCTBOMD O 3acTYNAHVeCTBS 3a anraif- 
CBUXb KyUuUOBS, orpabseHHBxd Bb Ilepcin. 


>i 
ov 





Ne 

24. Hoakopank> lait [nkencs repnory HbwKacTeabckomy. 24 mapra(4 aupbaa). 
Oub upoyeab kKansepy sanmcky oO upmerynaenin Teopra Il kb joronopy 
1746 r. TpeOopapie Kannsepa, yout Bb HpoekTh axta uMneparpana Eau- 
capeTa 61a HasbaHa Hepelb apeTpificko munepatpnuei. . . . . 41— 
lepuors Hbweacreaperifi Taw jlaxency. Yaiitroap. 4 anpbaa.— Ropoap 


ybamaeTh Bb Tanopepd er ey See ee een 
loakopanet Taft [ukenct repuory HbwKacTeabcromy. 27 mapta (7 snyhas) — 


Mupoawiie Ilerep6yprekaro kKa6uneta . $4— 


llpHIORERLE. 


Note deélivrée a m-r de Panin Je 26 Janvier 1750 
HoakopuaKt laf [ukenct repuory HbwKacteabewomy. 3] mapta(l | anpbas). 
SanBaenle rpadpa beerymepa, To clyXb 0 BONHCTBeEHHOMD Hambpenia Poc- 
cia upoTass Lleenin pacnyekaetca Ppanuied. :, aes 

Pasropopb 0 NoluMcaniN akTa 0 NpHeTynseHin Teopia " Kb OrOBopy 
1746 r. I[pmroropaenie Konifi MH Hepepoqoph akTa,. . . . . . . 48 
fepuors Hewrxactespcrifi fai [ugency. Vaiitroas. 13 anpbaa.—Teoprs Il 
O“PHE JOBOJCHD YRHpeHiaMM pyeckare ABopa oO cobswMJeHin AMDB MAPA Ha 
chseph ee we ee SOS 3 See 
epnor. Msmusereasexit rpapy jlmkeney. Yaiirroas. 15 aupbaa.—Ont na- 
abetcx, 470 rpapp becryxesb He OTRAReTS BE PapanTin HSMEMKAXS Baja 
ubuili KOpoad HapaBAh cb aperpilickAMb JBopomt vor ae 
report Hewracteaperii Taw j[axency. Vaitroat. 17 anpbax.—Ont no- 
aaraeTh, 4To rpape Beeryxesd noiimers weobxojumocTh coxpaneHia mapa 
Ha cheept a2 «se ee ; 
llorkoBHORD aii lukenct repyory HbwRacTeabeRomy. 7 amphani 18 anps 1A). 
Hoquncanie ata o npnerynaenin Teopra I] gb Joropopy 1746 r. orao- 
meno nocah Ilaexa ; ae ~ & 3 omen 
lloakopanke Tati lukenc repuory Uswunevesscueny. 10 anpbaa (21 anpt- 
ai).—Tpaps beerymepb o6hmaetcd 3aaTbCA ATOM 0 eo 
Teopra Il nocat Iacxn ; 4 ; 
lloakopnukt lai agence repuory Sanenennanee. 14 saphas (25 — 
Ja).—IIpnroropsenia Kb HolNMCaHiW aKTa O OpacTynseuia 

llepetncka 10 WBelckuMb YbajaMs. — 
lloakosunkt Tait lukenct repuory HbwKacteaberomy. | enenan (2 mr 
Ero yabhpesia 0 Mapoawbin pycckaro ABopa no oTHOWeHiW Kb LlBenin . 
loasopuuks Tai Jaxenct repuory beapopackomy. 24 aupbaa (5 maa).— 
Orupabaenie Jeneuit emy. - 2 8 a a oe 
Hloskopnnks Tali /lakeaes repuory Sesieaenanny. 24 anpbaa (5 maa).— 
[lugupobka pycekaro ABopa cb NpyccKAM'b a ee 
lloakopnnkt aii [uxench rpapy Hbwracteanckomy, 28 anpbaa (9 maa).— 
Ero pasropoph cb rpapoms becty#esumb 06% oTebrh anraifickaro ABopa 
Ha Memopin rpada Yepunuesa 

HesaTerbHOCTh OTOsBaHiA rpaipa Jepeumsens. H3b Jousous 








lorkopnukt aii |lunenes repuory Hpwracteapcromy. | maa (12 maa). 
Mupoaw6npoe oTHomenie pyeckaro ABopa kb IIBenin 

IIpupaeyenie Toasanzia Kb Joropopy 1746 r. 
[oakopauKt lai ukeact x repuory HbwRacteabcnomy. 5 maa (16 maa).— 
dsamelsenie Bb NolauCaHiM AaKTA O MipueTyasenin KB Joropopy 1746 r.. 
OOLACHACMOe HM HeOTHPABJeHieMb OTBbTa aarsifickaro JBOpa Ha MeMOpitO 
rpaja Yepabmena ;, oe oe ae a 
Apyn6aanrn jlaxnbcous repuory Hbwkacteanckomy. jlannart. 16 Masz.— 
baarolapwTb KOpOlA 34 MHAOCTABLIA ClOBa pH YROIbHeHIM ero Bb OT- 
CTaBRY ye. , 
lloanopnant Tai luxench repyory HbwKacreapckomy. & Maa (19 mas). 
Octabasenie 6e3% oTBbra MeMopinM, NO,anHOl rpapomt VepHnuiessMb, ARAAe TCS 
pHYHHOM MpoMeqseHiA Bb OKOHYAHIA Via O ipneTynsenian Kopoaa LTeopra Il 
Kb Joropopy lv4h or. 


~) ) 


llorkopnnkt Tai lukenct repiory Hbwkacreabekomy. 12 Maa (25 maa) 


Kopoib Teoprt I] npeaynpeajaeTs pycckoe mpaputTeaneTso, IT06n OHO He 
bH3HBaIO Lilbeniw Ha BoiiHy. «x 4 . 4 

Junenes nayhetes, 90 CROpPO 3AKOHYNTCA bJ0 6 NpHeTyNIeHIA KOpoas 
leopra Il kb Joronopy L746 Pr, 


[Ipnaaomeuie. 


Deéclaration verbale a faire a la cour de Russie par le ministre de Prusse. 
lloasopnukt Tai Jlukeach repnory Hpwkacteanesomy. 1!) maa (30 maa).-— 
dambaa resepasa bepweca renepasoma bperaakomt 


Il PpHAIOMERIE. 


Copie d'un article a insérer dans Evening Post. 0 aeh6b-mequrt Byprast. 
lepuors Hbtwracteapenii Taw juneacy. Tanopeps. 20 maa (31 maa), 
Oxb AAeTb agtTa 0 UpueTyuasenin Teopra II wb Jorovopy 1746 rv. 
foakosnnKt Tai ukenet repyory Hbwkaeteaperomy. 2 maa (0 imBA).— 
Pasgopb Bb cemeiicrph Kawisepa beerymesa. 
lepnors Hwracreaperiii Taw j[nkency. Tanoseps. 27 maa (7 iwsa), 
IIpenponoxjaeTs OTBETL Kopord Ha memopil rpadpa Vepaomesa 


I pPHAOMENLE, 


Réponse au mémoire du comte de Czernichew, presente a Londres le 
Hi-e fewrier 1750 se kee eS 
Noskopnnkt Tai lukeneb repnory Hbwractreabekomy. 29 Maa (9 itmna).— 
Kanuasept beeryxest nabbraerh weakaro Xba 
lloakopnuk? aii [ukenct repnory Hbwxacteanckowy. 2 iwna (15 ins). 
'papp Beeryxest o6bapnab rpapy Aparelimy, uto Beh Oymarn, Racapiiacs 
ipucrynaenia Kopoaa Teopra Il kt Joronopy 1746 r., yae roroBHl. 
Kiopoap upycckifi Hambpent mocaynTh wa Hoabekifi NpecToas upwuga 
ionrn 








nu. 


DA, 





CTY. 
lloagopaaky lait Jlakencs repuory Htweacreaneromy. 5 ina (16 imaa).— 
Hloctiaka pycckuXxb Bolickb Bb Japaansiw, Bb BUAY UpoBCKOB Upyeckaro 
kopoaa Bb lloaburb, ch uwbabw 3acTynHMYecTRA 3a replora bapowa is 

Kanqaepb o6hujaets ABBHYTb AhAO O UpHCTyNIeHiN Bb cROpOeTA iM 
[loxkopnant Tai Jukenct rpapy Htwsacteancnomy. ‘ ian (20 iwna) . St) 

I[PHIORERIE. 

Copie de la lettre des ministres et sénateurs de Pologne as. M. ae 
louchant les affaires de Courlande ; ‘ Nt) 
Iloakosuant Tai Jakenes repnory Uamesevessceeny. 12 imma (23 iWHA). 
Ocrapszenie 6e3b oTrebra memopin rpada Yepammesa we ecrh NpH4dana Bb 
Npomejsenin Ab1a O npacTynaenia Koposaa Teopra Il kb Aoropopy 1746 r., 
KOTOpOe 3aMeLIHAOC BeABAcTBie HeBOSM’RHOCTH BacTaBATh UMilepaTpHAlly 
BHAKHYTb Bb XbA. — . ee ~@e--e) S1—sS2 
lloakosauke Tali akeaes repnory Hamescreatcuony. 16 iwaa (27 iand).— 
CraTbA, N0ClaHHad Bb POAIAHACKIA PaseTbI O pyccKAXD BOlcKAXd Bb DnH- 
ee ee ee Si 

paps Jnsapp, jatckii nocaasuuK Bb C.-llerep6yprb, Basnaqens 
cTareb-cekpeTapeMb 110 MHOCTPaHHhIMb Ahaam “4 
lepuors Hbwractespckifi [aw jlakency. Tanopeps. 21 ina (2 iwaa).— 
BupaxkaeTs ceoe HeloyMbaie no cayyaw HeoKonyaHia haa Oo upHeTy- 
uJenia KB Joropopy 1746 r. . “a « Nh 

Hassayenie ManaeTpa Bt Jlaniw Ha where Miyanas Sti 

Ipuayt Konra—kawjojaTs wa oabcRifi UpecToa sh 
Iloakopnakt Tali Jaxenct repuory Hbwrarreabcnomy. 23 itusa (4 iwan).— 
Tesepaat bepnech u jlakencb umilyrb Kanaepy os 0 Heobxoln- 
MOCTH ycKopaTh 2610 0 opucTynsenin. 87 

Q nasHayenin JaTcKaro nocaananka rpada Jeaws Ha mbero 5 Miyenne. Si 
Fepyort HbwKactesberifi Taw Jlakency. Tanoseps. 24 ifona (5 iwaa).— 

06% yka3b aMnepaTpAusl HacueTb OCIIKH BOlicKS Bb AnBoHiW; OnacHocTh 

aTOH MBpbl, Kak MOrymleH HapyuMTb Mp. . es 88 —SH 

loakosankt Tai Jlukenct repuory Hbwracteabckomy. 26 itn (7 isa). 

Ranaseph bectyxesb o6bannab upycckoMy wocaananky Bapewsoppy, ro 

BMIlepaTOpCKoe UpaBATeAbCTBO He JONYCTATD H3MbHeBIA Bb Upawacnin Ueenin, 

Bb 4YeMb Takae 3anAtepeconaga jlania SY— NW) 
IlpHTORMEHIE, 

lincbmo Yem6epaena Taw Jluwency. C.-llerep6yprp. 22 itona (2 iwaa) 
1750 r.—Tlepesopors ws Ilepeiv, nocajusmifi na upectoap Cyaefimana Ha 
mBeTo maxa Ilapyra-waxa . 46s ee V0 9] 
reports Hpweacteapcsiii Taw lakeacy. lanoseps. | ian (12 iwan).—Tpe- 
OyeTb oT /lakenca, GTOOM OAD O1YUHID OTS Ranqsepa becryxesa BOB 
yBbpediA Bb MUPHLIXd HaMDpeHiAXd AMMepaTOpeRarod MpaBATeAbCTKA 10 OTHO- 
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wesit) Kb Isenin. 





lloaxopaart aii lakenct repyory HbwRracteabckomy. 3 itwaa (14 iwaa).— 
PHuaetca norpebosaTh orb becrymesa oObacuenifi Bb BAY 3aTAKER Thala 

0 UpweTyusenin. sing » » Ae eee 
lloakosnuen [aii Janencs repuory Hsmxacreascreny. 7 iad (18 iaa).— 
Yebperb Bb TOMS, 4TO AAO oO HpucTyHaenin cKOpo pasphmeres. > 
lepuors Hpwkacreabcrifi law jlakency. Tanopepb. & iwaa (19 iwaa).— 

Ero wacTarsenia HacueTb Hasnauenia rpada Jnnapa JaTcKAMS MaHACTPOMS 
HHOCTPAHAbIXt JbIbB. . . , , . . 95—96 
lloakopankt Tai lakencs repuory ‘Shamneraneney, 10 ind a: 21 iad ).— 
becrymesb Bee HeBAIMMh. . a oe oe ae ee ee ee ee 
loakopHnkt Tai axencs repnory Mawuocvemeneny. Ll iwaa (22 isa). 
IIpenpopoasaeTs sanncky 00% yOuITRAXd, loneceHBRXS CcylHoM® «Providentia», 
pHHalleRamaMb pycckoMy Molagnomy. 


ll PuHAOMERIA. 


Promemoria des comtes A. Bestouchef et M. Worontzof du 7 (18) juillet 
1750, pour Venvoye extraordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire de Sa Maje- 

le roi dle la Grande-Bretagne m-r de Guy Dickens oe 

Calcul des dépens et dommages qui par la prise que | armateur anglais 
a faite du vaisseau nommé «La Providence» ont été causés aux intéressés 
de ce vaisseau et de sa cargaison. Londres, le 3 Avril 1750. . . 99—102 
lloakosnakt Tali [ukencs repyory Hpweacteapekomy. 14 itoaa (25 itaa).— 
IIpeqaomenie Jatckaro MHnucTpa 06% nabpanin /lanin BB KayectBh nocper- 
Hout MeaLy Poccie a Ileeniedi ek el ee ee ae 
[loakopunkt Tai jlaxenct repnory HbwkacteabcKomy. 7 iwaa (2% iwaa).— 
[b10 0 pucTynaeain we pasphuteno. beetyxest yebpaeTh Bb MBPHOMB 
Hambpenin Poccin xb Iileeuin a ae ee ae ee ee , 
lloakosaukt lait [uxenct repuory Hbmracteabcnomy. 21 inaa (1 apryeta).— 
sop Be Ilereprops . eee ee ee ee 
loagopnakt Tali [ugkencs repnory Usmesctenseunny. 24 iwaa (4 aprycta).— 

Coo6menie macrpykiin, Janno Henawesy, pesujesty Bb Koucranta- 
HONIG . 


IIpHIORMEAISA. 


Projet d’une note a présenter & la Porte en réponse a celle qui en a été 
remise au résident de Nepluef : <a % « L06—108 
Iraduction d’une note en langue turque qui a ¢té lue et remise par le 

grand visir au conseiller d'état et ministre résident a la Porte m-r de 
Nepluef dans une conférence tenue & l'amirauté le 14-e de Mai 1750. . 109 
lloskonunnd laf [akencs repnory HbwKacteabckomy. 2S ia (8 aprycra).-— 
BeipamaeTb, 10 lipwkasaniw KOpods, ero yXoBoIbeTBie Bb BLY HasHaqeHis 
rpaja Jmaapa jaTcKuMS MwancTpoMb Ha wbcTo ymepuaro Mlyamma. 109—110 
lepuorts Hbwracteabcrifi [aw jluxency. lanosepb. 29 itoaa (9 apryera). — 
iigeTt okoOHGaHia Abaa oO WpneTyngeHin . . . . ee eee he UCM 








I[pa6sirie Tatapekaro nocoabeTBa Bb bepannt ' 

Yapapsb Tan6wpa Vaaibameb HasHayenb nocaanaakom Bb Bapimapy 
BO BpeMa” celima a 
Lloanovankt Tait ukencs repuory Sasemneee apekomy. 4 apryera (15 apryera). 
llorgosnakd Tali [ukeuct repnory Hpwracteapenomy. 11 awryera (22 asry- 
cTa).—HijeTL OKOHGAHIA baa O UpMeTynaenin. 
Hoakosankb [aii lakench repnory HbwKacreabcnomy. 14 awryera (25 apry- 
cra).——I[popoazouka Bb AbaaXt, onyckaemna Llerep6yprekumb ABopom. 


dacTyiiHM4yecTBO 3a Bbapona. . . . . . ww we CANA 


Iloakopankt Tali Ankenes repyory Hpwkacreabckomy. 21 apryera (1 cen- 
TAOpa).—Umnepatpaya yixasa wb Llaperoe Ceao, we noquncans 6ymarb 0 
Abaly 0 Upweryosenia a a ee 

Iloakopnukb Cai [neues repuory Hpwkacteabckomy. 2S apryeta (S ceH- 
TaOpa).—Umuepatpnaa upitsxaers Bb Ilevepbyprs Kb AaeKcaniposy lKaW. 
lloakopnnkt Tai lunenct repuory Hbwracreancromy. 4 cenrabpa (15 cen- 
TAGpHx).—Bo Bpema caoero npebhiBakia wMnepaTpuia He 3anBMasach JhaaMA 
lloakosaukt Tai asenct repnory Hbwracteabckowy. S cenTabpa (1% ceH- 
TAOpa).—I Markee noaomenie Kaniaepa  - & tf 

lloakopaukt Tali ukenct repnory — 1 centabpa (2h 
cexTabpa).—-Cuyret Bb Ilepeia a ania, 
[loakopunkt Tai ukenes repuory anne Teapekomy. 1S ceaTabpa (2!) cen- 
TAOpaA).—becrykesb wocwllaelh Kb HEMY ceKpeTapsA, YTOObI ero YCLOKONTh 
HacueTb Abia 0 upueTyasenia 


IIpHIOREHIA. 


1) Reflexions présentées par le comte de Lynar a la cour de St.-Pétersbourg 
sur le maintien de la forme du gouvernement en Suede 

2) Prememoria remis par l'ambassadeur de l’impératrice-reine et les 
minisires de . Britannique et des Etats Giénéraux en Russie touchant 
le duc de baie ee aes , ' ; 
lloakopankt Tai Jumencs repuory funseerencnens. 5 cenTabpa (6 OKTA- 
6pa).—O6b n36panin spurepuora loca mMnepatopomb paMcKAMD 

HaTpard upoTaBb HasHayesia rpada Jnnapa 
IloakopHaks Tait ukenes repuory Hbwkacteapckomy. 2 ontabpa (15 onra- 
6pa).—Orossanie I'pocca nab bepanna 

Huuepatpuna coOupaeten Bb MockBy. . . . . 
lloakopangt lai Jaxeacs repuory Hpwracreabckowy. ‘) onra6pa (20 oRTAGpA). 
repuors Hpwkacteaperifi [aw [ngeacy. lanoseps. 14 oxrabpa (25 ontabpa).— 
Ob n36pauia apurepnora locnpa puMckumMb wMieparopoms 

lleperopopil 0 coraauenia 0 WaesBurekKoMy Bonpocy. 
lloakonnagt Tai Junench repyory Hbwosacreancwomy. 16 ontabpa (27 
oKTAOpA).—OanAanie npibsqa resepata bpetaaka . 
llorkosHaKt [aii lukeses repuory HpwRacteabcnomy. 23 onTabpa (: west). — 
jlekaapanin nacueTs cekpeTRBIXt crate Joropopa 1746 7 2... 


120— 
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Hoasonunk Tai [ngenct repnory Hpwkacteanckomy. 27 oxrabpa (7 Hoa 
Opx).—lloquneanie JoKyMeHTOBD, KacawnlaXxed UupAcTyasenia agraifienaro Ko- 
pola Kb oropopy 1746 r., copepmmtca 30 oRTAOPA, BL AeHb ero pomre- 
Hix ee ee : . o. 4 ; 

Hoskopnukt aii [nkeaen repnory Hbioracteanckomy. 30 oxrabpa (9 Hos 
Opa).—AKTS 0 upHeTynszenin Kopoans Teopra Il kb xoronopy 1745 r. noz- 
uncant ,lakencout . * e a . 

Hoakosnukt Tai oxenes repuory HbwKacreabckomy. 5 noaipa (16 Hos- 
6pa).—lIlepectiaka Bebxb JOKYMCHTOBD 10 pnecTynJenin anraifickaro Roposa 
Kb Joropopy 1746 r, , » 4 . « ee Lat 


IlPHIOMEHILE 


Abstract of the treaty of 1746 between the empress-queen and the 
Empress of Russia and of His Majesty's accession thereto in 1750.) 137 
Hloskopuakt Tai Jakenct repuory HpwKacteapcsomy. 5 Honbpa (10 Hos- 
6pa).-—OrgeTd 0 HolsomeHIM pyccKaro LBopa A O Hamhpeniaxb AMMeparpHtol 

[Ipupsegenic Hagepaaniekaxt witarons Kb Joropopy 1746 r., a TaRaAe 


KOpodA HOIbCKArO. ; , * o ; . . I4l 


[puaomeuia. 


Hora na whvetkowh s3nikb, upmraauawmmad Hajepaanzerie renepatp- 
Hbe WITaTh UpPHCTYNATh Kb OroBopy . 

Ilepenoayt aTo BOTH Ha aurdifickifi w3HKD. . b 4 143 
lloakopuakt Tali lakencs repuory HbioKxacteanesomy. 5 HonGpa (16 Hoabpa). 


IlpHAIOMEHIS. 


Insinuations a faire sur le rappel du sieur Gross, ministre de Russie a 
Berlin : ae eel SS Ps ; eA 
Insinuations a faire sur larrivée de la nouvelle de la conelusion de lae- 
cession en Angleterre. ee ger acd te 
Hloakonunkt Tali ukened repuory Hbiokacteapckomy. 5 noadpa (16 Hos 
6pa).—Tloqapaa, cablyemble OTB anraifickaro ABopa no cay4uaw Ho.ncaHin 
AoroBpopa ° 


TafictByeTb 3a G6apona Boabipa cies oe oo 
Konia nuecpma rpapa A. Il. beeryaesa rpapy Canapopry.—Xogsataierayers 
3a Oapona Boabpa. . . .. i 2 @ 4 eae & To 
lepnors Hbwracresperiii Paw jlukency. Yaiitroab. 20 sonipa.—hopoab oven 
palb 110 clydaw woLUuMcaHiA JoroBopa. 

lloaxopanks Tai laxeneb repuory Hbwracreanckomy. 15 noabpa (24 Bos- 
Opa).-—Ero comabuie 0 uposoamareabHoeTA upucTyudenia Kopoaa LTeopra II 
Rb LOroBopy ‘Vea ek es oo ee re 
lloakosnnkb Tait Jukeves repiuory Hewkacteapckomy. 17 nosdpa (28 noa- 
Opa).—Ileperowopi cb janie 06% o6mbat semeab Bb Toaurrania . 
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LOb, 


107. 


10s, 


lepuort Hpweacteaperifi [aw agency. Vaiitroas. 30 noabpa.—BuickasppaeTh 
YAOBOACTBIC KOPOAA Bb BHAY 3aKAWUeHHALO AoroBopa . 

 tpaerynaedia Kb HeMy apace rewepadbablXt wWTaropb # 
(loabuia oc ek dn be 
Hloakopnnks Tali Janeers repuory ‘Samearmneeees. 24 noa6pa (5 geka- 
6pa).—Ero comnbuia 0 npotormareabnocta Jorowopa 
lepnors Hpwracteapcrifi Taw jlakency. Vaiitroab. 7 xexabpa.— 06% seine 
Him apurepuora Iocmpa Bb pauccie mMuepaTopEl , : 
lepuort Hpweacteaberiii [aw jlugency. Vaiitroas. 11 jzekabpa.—O nocnant 
Speen WG MO sk ks a te SO eS 
leopré Mopaeii, cexperapbh Poccifickoii Komuanin, repuory HbwkacreabcKomy. 
lonyont. 11 Jekabpa.—O napymenin Pycckama oprosaro JoroBopa ch 
Anraieii . er ee wer hae ee ee 
loakopaukt Tail enens + repuory Sumenenmenny. 1 gekabpa (12 Aeka- 
6pa).—Kopoab noaperii 3anBnarb, YTO OND NOLepRUTD ws6panie apurepmora 
locuipa Bb puMckie AMuepaTopL. a ar oe 

Ileperopophl cb janie 10 roamiTHHcKeMD AbaaMB.. . |. . 
Tepnort Hbiwracreaperif law jlanency. Yaiitroap. 14 gerabpa.—llpaery- 
naenie MpooaRaeted, DOKA JINTCA CPOKB raaBHarod Jorowopa 

jlunency nopysaetea xaonotaTh 06% n36panin apurepuora locadpa pum- 
CKAMB AMUeparopoMb A CKAOHHTL AMllepaTpHuy KansapeTy Kb Tomy, 4ToObI 
0Ha HOXbHCTROBAIa Ha KOpOIA NOABCKArO Bb 9TOMd OTHOWeHIA 
Tepuort Hbioracreapcnia Taw /laxency. Vaiitroat. 14 genabpa.—laapnas 
bib aHrdifickaro KOpOdA 3akswUaeTCA Bb YTBeEPAICHIA cowsa H ApywRObl 
MeRIY MOPCKUMM Jepmapaun HM OOhuMA MMUepaTpAuaMH HM Bb HOAlepRanin 
i ee 2 a a a ne a i a fees 

[loubirkH KOpoaA Upycckaro BapyWMTb MUP. cae ow 
lepuors Hbwkacteancsif Taw janency. Yaiirroat. 14 ,eka6pa.—Bamnoct, 
opydenia, JanHaro rpapy Jnnapy Ba ombud roauiTMAcKAXt Blaybuili Be- 
Jnkaro kaa3A [lerpa Heogopopuya wa Oabjeanbyprb u jleabmenropers, yeTy- 
naemble jlaniell ot ae 
Tepuorh Hbwractesperiii fn Jenene. Yaiitroap. 14 aekabpa. —Maayerea 
Ha TO, 4TO Bb pYCCRAXb KanesspiaXh we YMBWTh XpasuTh Brain 
Abia, KOTOPHIA CTAHOBATCA ABBECTHLIMM LpycckoOMy Kopoaw 165 

Heo6xoqumocT, nowepxan becryxesa UpOTABS HUTPANd pyccRaro Ropoag. 
lepuorts Hpixactesncsifi law jlugency. Yaiitroas. 14 jexabpa.—Ce npe- 
pOBORACHiemb HCbMa ero KB Kawilsepy beerywxesy no mpeqmery xogataii- 
cTpa rpapa Asekcha Ilerpopuya o npexoctapaenin Gapony Boabdy seania 
MHHACTpa-pesaenta . bw hs 
repunort Hpwracreapcnili — Beoryaesy. Yelevess. 14 jenabpa. 
lepuors Hpwsacteabcrifi Koncyay Boabpy. Vaiirroat. 14 aexabpa.-—O uper- 
ocTaBleHin KoHCyAY Boabdy 3Bania MMAMCTpa-pesMzenta 
lepuors Hpwkacreapceif Taw jlaxency. Yaiitroap. 14 aenadpa. 060 accH- 
roopania 2.700 «byt. crepa. Bb OAb3Y PYCCKHX MABACTPOBD . 
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fepuorh Hpwxacteapenifi [aw J[ugency. Vaiirroas. 14 xexabpa.—OO1 yao 
BieTROpeHin waI00B Anrao-Pyecko# Kownanin. — 
lepuorh Hbwractresberifi Taw jlukeacy. Vaiirroab. 1S jeKabpa . 
lloakopnukt Tai jlakeneb repuory Hbwmacteaberouy. S xekabpa (1% Je- 
Kabpa),— (Ob oTospania upyeckaro nocaananka Bapeagopipa 
Hoakosanks Tai nkencb repuory Hbioxacreanexomy. 11 gekabpa (25 ge- 
Kabpa).—O ueperosopaxt cb rpapomb Janapomt 0 npeqmeTy oOmbaa roa- 
WTAHCRUXD Baal bail . a oe a ae 

Ileperosopal 0 woscTanoBaenin fepiora baposa Bt ero Baaybaia. 
lloakosnukt [aii Junencs repuory Hpweacteancxomy. 15 xexabpa (26 ge 
kabpa).—Oret3ab mpyeckaro nocaananka Bapenyzopda; nepepbleb lpaMblX 
cHolmenifi MCKIY WPYCChMMb A pycCRHMb ABOpaMu 

CmepTb pycckaro pesnjenta Bb RKonctanranonost Henane Ba , 
lloakovnukt Tai Jlukencs repuory Hbwracteapcromy. 22 jerabpa (2 au- 
bapa 1751 r.).—Bonpocs 06% o6mbab roamTnucKkaxt Baaybaiii wa Oapjen 
Oyprb u jleabMenroperh . . . Ob te & & & & 6. 
loakopHukt lal ukencs repuory Seine TeabcKkoMy. 25 Jekabpa (3 supapa 
1751 r.).—O npwerynsaenin Kopoad noaberkaro kK JoroBopy 1744 Pr. 


1751. 


Pepuorts Hpweacteaperifi Pai Jakency. Saiitroat. » anpapa.—O upnerty- 
HaeHin KOpOAA Jarekaro KB Joropopy 1744 roga > 3 
Toa0ch NosbCKarO KOpOIA HO A3s6paniw apurepuora Loempa ep pamenie 
MMI1epaTopbl : Y et oe 
Q samberateat Henawesa Bb is rad TAHONOIS 
lloakosnand lai lukenes repuory HbwxacresbcKomy. 
lloakosankt lai ukencs repuory HbwKacteabckomy. S sBBapa( 19 saBapa).— 
IIpibsyt renepasa Bperaaka ee Se eee ee ee ee , 
lepnort Hpwracteabcrifi Taw jlanescy. Yaiirrorb. 22 snpaps —Ilpacryaae- 
Hie JaTckaro KOpOIA Kb JoroBopy 1746 r. 
Ileperopopst 06% obmbab roauirnucKHX® Baarbuili na « Gmteen i 
leabMenropeT a ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Ilepesoyb capa — 3a Tan6iopa Yaaapamca n3b Bepanua we peszens. 
Kopoab copbryerb uMiepaTpanh we JonyckaTh 10 paspbisa cb IIpyccieii. 
Baaknocth noayynrb rosoct Kopoad Asryeta II] opm ua6pasin apurep- 
nora locnda Bb puMcKie uMMepaTopbl 


1 


| q#HBapa (12 ABRBaps). 


lloakonaukd Tai )[nkenes repnory Hisnacteapenomy. 12 anepapa (25 sa 
bapa).—lloayyenie parnpakauii akta © npuctyuaenin Kb JoroBopy 1744 ¢. 
llorkosuukb Tai ukencs repuory IlbwKacteabenomy. 14 agpapa (30 an 
bapa).—Onb comatpaetca, arobu pyeckill ARopb yreepwab Taiiana je- 


Klapania KL akTy 0 Dpuerynaenia. +. oe er a : 
lloakovnngs Tait Jukenes repyory Hbwracreabekomy. 20 suBapa (1) dbe- 
Bpaga).—Onb coraacnica na oOOMbuD paTndaKanifi akra oO upmeTynaenia, 
He Kacasich OKA Bopoca 06 yTBepAAeHiN AeKAapanin 








Beankili Kaa3b yooasomModaat Gapona Ilexamna na o6mMbab 3eMeIb Cb 
AaTCKUM) telseanecimig , Det ee cp & Pore. 4 
lepnorh Hbroxacresaberiii Taw Saneasy. Vaiitroab. 12 erpaaa.—llo upn- 
Kasai KOpOIA XOMaTAlicTByeTh O poOsbIcRh MEHUMAL, KOTOPAA AIA Ch 
(peabAMapmiatoms Keiitoms pb bepannt, vTobst ysnath, Kakia Keir, awhap 
CHOWICHIA CL CHHOMD iperedjenra Kapaomb-Isyaptoma Crap roms 

lloabekifi KOpoab He Hambpen'b ath cBo roaoc® 3a apirepiora locupa 
ipa ero us6panin Bb puvckie AMneparoph best cy6emzia co cTOpOHbI aH- 
raifickaro Kopoaa ; St x 
oakopaurkt Tai lukencb repnory HbwKacreabckomy. 2 pespaaa (13° dpe- 
ppatn).—Tenepaab bepnecb noayunab ayrienuiw, wre oTKAAHATbCH, a 
reneparb bpersakb cBow leppyw ayjieniivo oe 
lloagopankb Tai lukencs repuory Hbioracreancnomy. ‘) penpaaa (20 dpe- 
Bpain).—lIIpasqgecTBa pH ABoph ; : J 
Hoakopnukt Tai Juxenes repuory emeemeniey. Y deppaaa (20 ren 
bpadd).—Patrapakalia oOmbaeabl, HO Bb paTadpaKalin Jeksapagifi orKasano. 

Ho paambab kanisteps Becryxkerb wauncad eMy WHCbMO . 

lleperopophl © poloaxesin Toprovaro JoroBopa, KOTOPHA Npw3aHaBaacs 
oveHb BLITO,HbiMb Pyeckow Komnanied. 

IIpukasanie Jano rpaby Kaiisepsuary wacroaTh Ha UpweTyoaenin to0ab- 
ckarod KOpoad KB Joropopy 1746 roga. 


[IpHaomeEata. 

Copie dune letire de m-r Guy Diekens au général comte Bernes, le 
18 Janvier 1751... ; aie 

Lettre du comte A. Bestouchet- Rumin i a m-r Guy Dieke ns, le 20 Seater | 1751. 

Copie d'une lettre de m-r Guy Dickens au comte A. Bestouchef-Rumin, 
le 24 Janvier 1751 hoe 
Hloakopuunt Tai Juceucs repnory Masianevessenees Y deppaaa (20) * 
Bpatn).—Orkasb Bb yTeepmRienin jJekaapauin o Tavosph o6nscnaeres 
Kelaniemb pycckaro Awopa noaysarh cy6enjia orb anraiiicKaro . 

IIpoucku Pparpuxa II te 4 

[paps becryxesp sarosopaab o ey6engiaxs ort Aursin Bb Noabay 
Poccin H Noabekare kOpolA Pm se, 4 

IMnepatpnih nenspberast xaonorht beeryaesa o eyGeusiaxy. 

Jlakeuch KaayeTcA Ha 3aTARKH Bb CHOWeHIAXS Cb KaANlsepomd 

Pycckifi 1BOpb AoKasbisaeTs HeoOXoMMocTH Thenbe chausnTbea cb anraill- 
CKUMb [1pOTHBS lpyeckard KopodA M colepmaTh apMiw fa rpananh, na 4TO 
Tpebyores cyOcajiv oTb Anrain. 


Il pHIORMEHIG. 


Pensées vagues ye ee er ae ee, Oe ’ 
Traduction d'un reserit secret envoyé & m-r le conseiller privé comte 
de Keyserling a Dresde, daté St.-Pétersbourg, Mars 1751. 
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Hoakopunke Tai lukencb repnory Hbwkacteapekomy.  deppaaa (20 dpe- 
Bpaaa).—Ero pasropoph eb rpahoma beeryxessiva 066 obmbab roauiTun- 
CKUXS Blaybuiil : _ k= 202 
IIpubaegenie jlaniu kb. qoronopy 1746 roqa. ck * *& oo OO 
Bonpocb 0 3aiimb Jenerb y auraifickaro KOpoaAd Aaa BeANKArO = RHABA 
llerpa OeosopoBn4ya NOX, 89.10rb ero POAMITHHCRAXD BAaVbHIH. 204 
lloakopankt Tati jlaxenct repnory Hpwracreapekomy. 9 despaaa (20 de- 
1 pain).—OObachenie cro Cb KaulsepoMb Bb BAY TOO, YTO KOpoaL, Ppu- 
APHXb Upycckili NocbaAmenb Bb TAHHbI pyeckaro ABopa. : 
loakopaukt Tai Jlukenct repuory Hpwracreancromy. | espaaa (20 the 
hpaaz).--llozygenie KpeqnTaBHnxb rpaMoTs Gapona Boapia 
Hoakopnskt T'aii [uxenct repuory Hbwxacteanenomy. 16 tbespaaa (27 (pe- 


bpats).—I[pasquecTBa Oo Caly4yato MacJeHAibl 4 
repnort HbwKacteaperiii Taw jJlugeney. Vaiirroap. | mapra. - lapberia o 


310pORbh KoOpoda . Tha «+. 8 ce 8 _ * & * 
lloakonnunt lai lakenct repuory HbwKacteaberomy. 19 pespaaa (2 Mapta). 
dHagenie weperopoposh eb jlanieii 

Kopoab iipycckifi Beabab watevataTh Bb AMeTeplamckofi raseTh lnebMo 
Bapenjoppa xb rpapy beerymesy, BosBpamernoe nocat ent 

Beankifi Kanllsepb MpequosaraeTh HashaynTh wocaanHuKoMb | pocea 
BM beTO rpapa Yepnprimesa 2 2s ys ye % 
'epuorh Hpionacreabcrifi Taw jmxency. Vaiitroap. S mapta.—Mtbpp kb 
coxpaneHi Mapa sone . ; 
lloakopunkd lai [ukenes repuory esas Telbckomy. 26 (beppada( || mapta). 
Pyeckiii RabAneTD OTHECCH OFCHb CHOKOHHO RD TOMY, 4TO upyeckia KOPOAb 
KeIbAB HauleywaTath MuchMo Bapeajoppa Kb rpapy beeryaesy 
bapost boaspb repnory Hbwkacreabckomy. 26 despaaa (11 mapta).—llo 
JyUHIb BhpUTeAbAbA rpeMoTH uv Onab UpnAATS aMgepatpanel. 
[papa beeryaert repuory Hbxacreabenomy. 4 wapra (15 mapra).—baa- 
rolapuT) 3a Hasnadedie Gapona Bosna mannerpomb-pesneHTomd 
lloakovanRt laii [uence repnory HbwKacteabenomy. 5 mapta (16 mapa). 
I[peanucano rpady Raiisepamury nacroaTh na n3bpanin apurepuora Locada 
u Ha upneTyusenia Apryeta III kB Joronopy 1746 roja. 
Iloakonankt J'ai nkenes repuory Hpwracteanexomy. 7 Mapta (1S mapta).— 
Hlepeqaua oapkoBb OTH KOpOAM BeAUKOMY -KaAHMAepy HW KOdAerin WH Moayye- 
Hie NoapkoBL j[ukeHcOMb OTb pyeckaro BoOpa. 
lloakosunKD Lai lakeucs repyory Hptoxacteapenomy, 12 mapta (25 mapra). 
He6pemaoe oTruomenie rpapa becryxkena Kb CBOMMD OOABAHHOCTAMD 
loskosunet aii uKencs repyory HpwKacreabenomy. 12 mapta (23 mapta). 
Bapont Boab repuory Hpwxacreaberomy. 12 mapra(25 mapra).—Ayzienuia 
ero Y AMMepaTpauBl. , px 
Hloakosunk® [aii ukenes repuory Usmeacreavexeny. 10 Mapta (27 mapta).— 
PosbiCKH AeHUMAbI, KOTOPAM AHA ch peabtMapulasomb Keiitoms we bep 
AMHB , 








oakopanet lai [nkenct repuory HbwRacteabenomy. 25 mapta(:} anpbaa).— 
Ouacenia Ppaniin HacdeTb Hambpewsili anraifickaro KopoaA HM ero COW3HAKOBS. 
lloakopanKk? lai lakenct repnory Hpwxacteabenomy. 30 mapta(10 anpbaa).— 
Beankili Kua3sb Ilerpp Yeosoponuye waMbunab ceoe Hawbpenie Hacuer 
oOmbaa cBOnXD BAALbHI; BMUepaTpHa OTS Hero OTBOpayABaeTcaA Bee Hoste, 
H ORS BNpamaeTh Kb He HelpyReawOnwA GyBCTBA, Tab 4TO NoropapH- 
BawWTb 0 ero AeAania BepnyTEca BE TosmTaniy. ae” 
lepnors Hpwxacreancrifi Taw jlanency. Yaiirroas. 12 anphaa. lloaomenie 
Poccid Bb BHAY cMepTH wWBerckaro Kopoad. Teoprs II noaaraers, 4to pyec- 
Chili [BOPh OIRead OwITh OcTOpoRend Bb OTHOWEHIN ero HacablwuKa. 


Hurparn npnaua Koura bp lloanmt . a 
lloakopunkd lai lakenct repnory HbwRacteabekomy. 2 aupbaa( 13 aupbaa). 


Aydienuia ero y mMuepaTpAubl. ee ee 

repuort Hpwractesberifi Taw jlaxency. Vaiitroas. 16 anphaa 

lepuorh Hpwracteabcnii Taw Jnkeucy. Yaiitroat. 1 anpbas. — lapantia 
Pocciefi nm Apetpiew ranopepcruxt Baaybaii Ropoaa Teopra I] we caysat 
Hallalesia Ha HAXD 


[IpPHAOMEULE. 


I[poToKoat 0 3anBIeHIAXD, CIBAABHBIXD Ppahoma YVepaamessiy u llepep- 
HOMB repilory HbwKacteabcRoMy 0 BHIWeNpRBeeHHOH rapaHTis. 
Hoakopnukt aii j[axench repuory Hbxkacteancsomy. 9 anphbaa (20 
aupbaa).—Orbth3yp resepasa bepseca suberb cb rpapoms biwway . 
lloakosnukt Tai jlakench repuory HbwRacteabekomy. 15 aupbaa (24 
aupbaa).—Iloayyeno asetetie 0 cMepTH upasia Yeaberaro 

Tpajb Hannat wnueTs nab CrokroapMa, 40 WBelckifi KOpoab uoAnH- 
Cadb AeKsapanin, Bb KOTOpOH OH OOABAICH OXpAHATh HacTOAMyH (popmy 
papsenia Bb IIleenin » won ee a 
loakopangd Tai [neenes repuory Secunenmacne. 20 anpbaa (1 Mai). — 
Haxberca wa TO, 4TO pyccRia Bolicka OyAyTD oTO3BAHH H3b PnHAABIIA 
Ilorkosnakt Tali [axenct repnory Hpwracteabckomy. 25 anpbaa (4 maa).-— 
Pycckifi ABOph O4eHb JOBOACHD JeKAapailiew WBecKarod Ropoass. 


II[PHIORMEUTE. 


Reflexions sur les moyens de prévenir les mauvaises suites que pour- 


rait avoir la mort du prince de Galles. . 2... , . 228—23 


lloaxosankd Tail [nxeact repuory HbwRacterbeKomy. 24 aupann (S Mas). 
Hieumuna, cb KOTOpOH KUIb eablMapmaas Keiirs, we wawaacb BB Part. 
lepuors Hbwracteancrifi Taw ukency. Yaitroap. 10 maa 3 
lepnors Hpwxacreaberifi Taw laxency. Yaiirroas. 14 maa. — Orupasss 
liveniedi sofickt Bb Dnnaanlin He JOIRAA HapyWMTh MAPS MeaAy Hew H 
Poccieii. A Ba te ed re ee a eee a: 
Yeasauie na renepasa Jupena, Kakb HA ANNO pu WBe,cKOMS meph, 
KOTOpoe MOPO ObITh MOAeSHIMD COMSHAKAMD, 





lloakosnukt Tali lukenes repuory Hbwsacreapenomy. 4 waa (15 mag). 
lletep6yprekifi KabaneTb HaMekaeTD Ha AeaaTeaAbHOcTh nosysenia cy6enjin 
AJA H0O1b3H OOMaro Thaa , .. ' , : 
lloakosnukd laii wkenct repuory , Hasonacvesseeeny. 11 maa (22 Maa).— 
ihaayeTcA Ha HeBOSMOAHOCTL BAYETECA Cb KAnIepOMS 

Hoakosnuks Tai [uxenes repnory Hpwracteabenomy. 15 maa (2!) maa).— 
Ilepezaua neha Teopra I] auneparpauh o cmepta npnaia Yeabenaro kanil- 


Jepy beeryxesy , aha - 4 
Beankifi KHA3b OTRAAICH OTE BCARNXD HeperoBopond cb jlanieh ob» 

oOOmBbuB ero Baaybuili . obi s gare € b.% : , 

Pepuord Hpwracteaperiii Taw jlukeucy. Vaiitroap. 31 mas.—Kopoab naxo- 


AMT HEBOSMOMHLIMB Jia ceba O6a3bIBaTbeA yuaaTow cybcngill 

OHb NHodaraeTh BeyOOHHML yObKIATE BeABKAPO KAAZA, NOMAMO *Kela- 
Hid AMUepaTpHib, Ha oOmbab ero Baal baill. 
lloakopunkt Tai luxenct repuory Hbwracteabcnomy. 25 maa (5 itna).— 
OObABIeHD Tpaypb Ha YeTWpe HeEAbAN 0 clyyaW cMepTA npnana Veaberaro. 
lloakosunkt Tait [axenct repnory HbwKacteabexomy. 2S maa ( ina). 
Pyeckoe UpaBATeAbCTBO 3afBAKeTD O CBOEMB AeTAKIA COXpaHATh Ha chBeph 
WAPb MW cHloKoheTBie 


IITpPHIOMEHTLE. 


Note de Mai 1751. i Te ate oe fe SR G sy 
lloakosnnet Tali [akences repuory Hh, oKacteabcKomy. 30 maa (10 itona).— 
Mbpbl Kb TOMY. YTo6H OcaabuTh npyccKoe H ppanuyscRoe Balnnia BD I lbenin. 
lloakopankd Tai ugencs repnory Hbwkacteabckomy. | imaa (12 inna). 
llsenia nepeneaa Bb PanaaAtiw Kopnyeb Bb S.OON qe, HO pyecRHXh 
BolicKS He Ondo MepeReseno. a a , 

lukencet cronts 3a yaaaty cy6engin Pocein Be 100 7. pyar. 
lepnors Hbwkacteatcriii Taw jlmkeney. YVaiitroat. 18 itna.—-Tepuors 
Poablephecb Hashayenb crTaTeb-cekpeTapeMh 110 KAHBIMb ThaaMb Ha MB- 
ero repuora beropaza. ee eee ae ee 
lloakosauks aii Jlukencs repuory Hutonacreascnony. S itn (1% ifona).— 
Baicka3bibaeTh MHBHIe O JocTapszenin cenatTopy Ageprieabmy 1.500—2.000 
yHT. 14d HaswayeniA ero MapllajoMy eeleKkaro ceHMa, Kakb lpoOTAB- 
HHKa panuy3scko HapTin Cw -e 4 , - 
Tepyors Hbwkacrespcsif law Jlukency. Vaiirroas. 25 inna. Kopoab 
O4CHb OBOICHS APYRECTREAABIMH OTHOWEHIAMH, BOZHNKMUNMH MeRIY Poc- 
cieii uw Llbenieii , ‘oar . et 
lloakosuak l'aii [axenct repuory er Teabekomy. 15 itond (26 ina).- 
MBph Bb cubmeniW pycckaro nocaanHAKa Bb jpeagent rpada encanens, 
oakopHuk® Tai jlakenct repnory Hbwracteabcromy. 22 ina (3 ifoaa) 
lepnors Hbwracteabcrifi [aw lakescy. Vaiitrorb. 5 itaa.—Kopoab xe 
HAXOAMTE CpeACTBS Jia yilaatw cyOcnjzin Poccin. 

Mbpbi gb oTBzevenin Cakconin oTb Ppannin. 
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177. 


LSQ. 


Il pPHIORMEHNTIE. 


Projet de reponse aux mémoires «Pensées vagues» et «Réflexions sur les 
movens de prévenir les mauvaises suites, ete. = 
lepnort Hpwxacteancria Taw jlugency. Yaiitroap. 5 itoaa.--Kopoan coraa- 
cenb ath 1.000 yur. cenatopy AkeprieabMy jaa u36pania ero mapma- 
JOMB mBeACKATO ceiiMa, cb ThMD, TOOK HMNepaTpAa yuaaTHaa eMy TY we 
cyMMy : —— —_ ce % Moe 
lloakopnurd lai Seiiiee repiory Hpwracteabenomy. 2 iwaa (18 iwaa). 
Jarckifi nocaanHMkb HaybetcA wa NocpelnM4ecTRO BMEpaTpALA Bb lepe- 
ropopaXb Ch BeANKAMB KAAZEMD. Me c 4 
Hoax: Baakt Lait akencs repnory HbwRacteapckomy. 9 iwas (20 iwaa). 
Orosnanie rpapa Yepawimena a3b Jonjona ; 

Hoasopanks Tait akenes repnory Hbwracteancromy. 16 imaa (27 iwaa).— 
lIIneqenifi nocaannwes Ilocce, upuBesmifi usehmenie 0 BeTyuaenin RKopoaA 
Aloabia Ha upecTolb, BIGXaAAD O6paTAo cb NoapKoMs BB 1.VO0 yepBoAMeBt. 
Hoakopnakd Tai nkenct repuory Hpwsacteabckomy. 20 iwaa (31 iwaa).— 
IIpapseyenie ,lakin Kb cowsy HMNepaTpHs HW MOPCKAXS Aepmany 

Tepnort Heractearckif Taw J[uxency. Vaiitroat. 2 apryeta.—Heyyaya 
neperopopopb rpapa Annapa cb BeAAKUMD KHABEM PpO3HTb 3aksWyeHiews 
Janie cowsa eb IIpyecieit oe 

jlakency Upmkasando nollepmarh rpaa .lasapa 
loagopnukt Tai jlakeneb repuory Hbwkacteabebomy. 25 ian (3 apry 
eT). . se owe ee oe oe “ee 4 
Hoanosanke Tait luxenes repuory Hbwracreapenomy. SO iad (10 apry 
eta). Konpepennia cb rpapomb Becryawensimb u renepazoma bpetsaanoms. 
loakopunkt Tait ukenct repuory HpwKacteanenomy. 3 apryera (14 asry 
era).— Ob 4GHTAeTh RanilJepy oTBhTD Ha sanuckA: «Pensées vagueso 4 

Reflexions sur les moyens de prévenir les mauvaises suites, etc, 
fianusepb roronb 6b1.1b yuaaTaTh cenaTopy AkeprieabMy 1.000 (pynr., 
CCIM TOIbKO OHD HaMbpepasred wolweprayTacd BEIGOPy Bb Mapiaaw ceaMa. 

Jlukenct y6bujaeTb Kanisepa Bb HeOOXO,MMOCTH HocbaKH HOBArO O- 
caaHAnka Bb KouctanTanonoab Ha MbcTO yMepmaro Henawesa 

Kanusepb JonyckaeTh coxbiicrsie mMMepaTpnlibl Bb Heperopopaxt jaT- 
CKkaro HOCAAAHANKA Ch BeANKUMS KRHAZEMD . 
lloakopHukt Tali Jukenes repuory Hbwkacreapckomy. 10 apryeta (21 ap- 
rycta). — rate ales: 6° aot Se ae 
lepnors Mumnecneasexil | l'ato Reneney. Saiitroab. 27 asryeta. —IIpequa- 
cbipaeted lukency noxszepakuBatTh rpada Jngapa — 

Bb suzy Toro, 470 Bb Ileeuin whrb anraifickaro NocaanHAka, aaa 
OOASbIBACTCA JOCTABAATS BLXepaRKU 3b LlanMAcKAXD AoHeceHiii 
Hoszonnnks Tai ugencs repnory Hbwekacteabckomy. 17 asryeta (28 as- 
ryeta). Ipapb beeryaesb wepeqaeTb ceo 3ambyuania Ha OTBBTB anraili- 
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loakonanks Tai lukeacs repuory Hpwracreabenomy. 20 asryeta (31 ap 
ryeta).—Aota y Poccin aubered JocTaTowno cpexleTRb Ha colepaanie BeuO 
MoraTeJbuaro Kopliyca, OHM yOTpeOaMwTCA Ha HYARAb Bopa. 

lukenet toaaraeTh, YTO cyMMa #edaemoil cyOcalin He NpeBhmaerh 
HO.000 yar. BR rolb 


I pPoAORMERTE. 


Eelaireissements pour servir de replique a la réponse aux deux pices, 
nommees «Pepsees vagues» et l'autre «Reflexions sur les moyens de pré- 
venir les mauvaises suites, ete.» tects Zs 
Hoakosnurt Tali [ukenes repuory HbwKacteanceomy. 20 apryeta (31 ab- 
ryeta).—Bb puay sambpenia wuneparpiiis obxaTh 3uMol BR Mocrsy, 
Kadilieph upocuab jlakenea nepezath repuory Hbweacreabckomy, 4TOOBI 
OHD BHYWHAL rpapy Vepanmesy o HeyMBeTHOCTA TAakOH NOb3IRH, BL TAROe 
Bpema, Korja bb IIlbenin coshipaeTed ceiMh ee 
lloakopnukt Tai J[wkencs repuory HpwKacteabcnomy. 31 aprycra (11 cex 
TA6pa).—Cakcounckifi tocsaHHAkt DPyHke HoayaHab HoanoMOyie Ha MpH- 
eryuaenie Asrycta Ill kb xoronopy 1746 roga. we 
Hloakopnagt Tai nkenct repnory Htwracteapenomy. 10 cenrabpa (21 cen- 
TA6pa).—IIpasqnopanie WMeHHAD AMiepaTpHihl 
lloakopankt Tali [ukenet repnory Hbwkacreanenomy. 14 centabpa (25 ceu- 
TAOpa).—[MkeHeb oAyGHAD UpeaiAcanie nomorate rpady Janapy Bb ero 
neperopopaxB. . . . . . . we Se we ee ae 

Ppapp Jnnapb yooanomovenb npelsoxuTh BeAMKOH KHArHAS Exarepuat 
Aaerchesah 12.001) py6. wenciona HM yoaaty JoaroBb 3a coxbiicTBie Kb 
HeperoRopaMh Cb BeIMKEMS KAAZEMS 


ceuTaOpa.—Aaraix 


Tepuort Hbwracreapcsia# [aw jluceney. aiitroap. 2 
Po1sabAiA BAKALOGHAM ACroROpd Cb VOALCKAMDB Kopotems 06 yusaTh emy 


cyOcuzin 3a 6.000 ea. policka oS 
Hoakosnukt Tait luxenct repnory Hpweacteabckomy. 21 ceatabpa (2 oKTa- 
6pa).—OObspaneTs rpapy Juaapy, cb Bhjoma beerymepa, 0 npequncanin, 
HOTYWeHHOMB AMD OTE anraiiickaro Kopoas. noMoraTh rpadpy Jmnapy Bb ero 
lleperoBopax’b pie ee 4 é-4 

Keetyxent O6bmaat jlakency npuchaaTh eMYy BLINACKH H3b Jenelllt 
llanuna Poe ae ee wae the: Lies 
Xozataiicrso o BosBpamenin Mapuiaza losenjaaa Ha pyeckyw cayaby 
lloakosunkh Tai uxenct repuory Hbwacteabckomy. 28 ceutabpa (‘) onTa- 
6pa).—lIleperopopni rpapa .lanapa 

Q HAXb cocTaBlAeTCA 3allucka ren#epasOMb Besvsenews 

Jlba0 o nepexoxb Mapmasa Japenqaaa wa pyceryW cayaby 

‘Kesanie Ppanuin BosobnoBaTh cHomenia cb Poccieil 

IIncbMo ['nmonta a hy? ae gt 4 7 ae ee ae 
lloaxopnakt Tai luxencs repuory sneneremeney. | opra6pa (12 onta- 
6pa).—Coo6maert nagsevenia W3> Jenem> llanmna: HaMbpesie anrsilicnaro 

I 











KOpOlA JaTh Jenbra AkepriedbMy He UpMHeceTh HUKAKOM M0Ib3bI, TAKE KakD 
CAMUIKOMS M03lH0 XAONOTATh oO HpexocraBjenin AkeprieabMy mbcTa mapuaaa 
celima oe ; — ' 
Ilanunb TpebyeTb OKa3zavia NOMONH segeny a 
Koposepa cTonTS 3a Ppanniv Veo ae ’ 
Ilo wutbaiw Ilanuga, aaa Poccin wv eA cowsHMROBS BHITOHO, TOOL BS 
Illsenia 6n10 HbcKOADRO apTifi, KOTOpHA ccopaATecA Meamly cobow, Hexesn 
OlHa rociolcTBOBABINAA agile 2 ee A Teta 
loakopankd Tail neenes repuory Ssnmesiemnueney, S onTaOpa (LY onra 


6pa).—O sanncrt, cocrapaennoi Bperaakoma n Iilbaptoms no JaTeRAMS 
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abaamb Jaa vojaun beeryxesy 

Ha6panie rpapa Taiszenbypra mapuiasomb iBerckaro ceima 
lloakopuuks Lai mxencs repuory Hbweacreapcnomy. 12 oxtabps (28 onta- 
6pa).—Ilonwitka Bepcaibckaro Awopa Bosv6aosaTh cHouenia cb Lerepbypr 
CKAMB epesb cakCOHCKard floctaHAMka rpaa Joca 

Hmueparpaua He RelaeTh AaTh ayAleHUin HOBOMY caKCOHCKOMY NocaaH- 
Haky PyaRy ;, : ; a or ay ee 
Iloakopangs Tail hea repnory on Teabckomy. | optaOpa (30 oKTa- 
6pa).—A josnKs AV yabloMsgeTD HMUepaTpHily O powedia repuora bypryys- 
cKArO. * : ° ° ° ; 
IIpomadbHad ayjienia rpapa lufapa. 


lloanopnuRt laii Jlwxeneb repuory HbwKacteabckowy. 26 ontabpa (1) Hos- 

6pa).—-Tpe6osanie lakencomb cwbutenia rpaa Kaisepanura usb [peayena. 
Hmueparpaua coraacnaach UpnuaTh Pyaka Ha ayaiennia . 

llornoBHuRS Jail akench repuory HbwKacteabckomy. 2 nosbpa (13 Hos- 

Opa). —Tpaps Tecenns npocnTs yRorbHeniA O1b JOIMHOCTH pesHJeHTa Kan 


eaapin 

Bopbba wapTili Bb “Ile Win. _— 

BosmoxHocT, OTAbAMTL ee OTL Ppanuin . ce ew 4 
lloakopnakt Tai [wench repnory HpwRacteabekomy.  Hoa6pa (20 Hoa- 
Opa).—Satpyauenia Bb ipucTynsenin Cakconin kb JoroBopy 1746 r. 
lloakopnugt Tai ukeact repyory Hbracteanckomy. 16 noa6pa (27 Hoa- 
6pa).— paps | ‘ecCHHD OCTAaIcA Ha cBoeMb MbCTh 
lepuors Hpwractesbeniii [aw j[akeacy. Vaiitroas. 29 sonbpa. —Otrrer pati- 
(pukanifi 10 Joropopy, 3akawyenHoMy MemAy Anraiedi, Porsangziei uw Carconied. 
oakopank? Tai nkeuct repuory Htwracteabenomy. 24) woxOpa (7 JeKa- 
6pa).--IIpasquopanie HMCHHAD BeaMKOM KHACABA HM BeTYNIeHiA UMUepPATpHIb 
Ha MpecTolt . v 7 er ae 
lloakopHnkt [ail leans repuory Masneevesscueny. 30 nos6pa (11 aeKa- 
Opa).— [620 06% o6mbab roawTAacKHxt Biaybuiill BeaAMRarO KAASA. 


[IpHIOMEHIF 1. 


Ordre de S. M. de lui faire un rapport de la négociation qui est sur le 
lapis entre le Danemark et le grand-duc. Questions 
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211. 


IpaaomeHtt 

Courte et suceinete reponse aux questions examinees par ordre de Sa 

Majesté Impérale touehant la négoeiation avee le Danemark. ~ . DOS 
ITpnoa0REBII 


Promemoria du général Bretlack et de M. Me Gay Diekens et Swart 


sur la negoeciation avee le Danemark 3(\D 


ITpHaOMEHTE 4. 
Copie dune lettre de m-r Guymont au comte A. Bestouchel. Bonn. 
juillet 175] i. «- *« we € 4 ~ * @ . 3804 
IlpHaOMERBIE 5. 


Copie dun avis du seeretaire [) Wolkof a m-r Guymont. M.- Petersbourg. 
le 31 aoit 1751 ;*e & & & « 4 
loakopHukd [aii [ukencs repnory Hbweacteabenomy. 3) noabpa (11 JeKa- 


6pa).—Kanuaepb Bb HeMHJOCTH yo © € « 
Hmueparpaua co6npaetca Bb Mocksy # Riewt Bb cab. YH 3MMy. 506 


lepnors Hpwracreancrifi Taw Jmwency. Vaiirroas. 13 xenabpa.—O roronopt 
KacaTeAbHO UpHcTyuseniA KOpoaAd MoabcKarO Kb TpakTaTy 1746 ¢ 
lloakonnnkb Tali akencth repnory Hpwkacreasekomy. 7 aekabpa (15 Jeka- 
6px).— [bao oO JoroBoph ch RKOpOIeMD NOILCKUMD OCTACTCH Bb TAKOMB KE 
oaomewit ; ake Pee ; ee 
lepuort Hpwracteaberifi Taw [ukency. Jaiitroab. 27 Jekabpa.—-Cayxn 0 
Kean EMUepPATPANH OTPeIbCA OTb UpecTosa 

lorkopankt Vail [urenct repnory HbwKacteabekomy. 1+ Jekebpa (25 JeRa- 
6pa).—Orbbh3yp rpapa Jmnapa asp C.-llerepSypra . 

loakosnakd Tait ,lakenct repuory Hbwracteabckomy. 25 xexabpa (% A#B- 
papa 1752 r.).—Omnganie renepatow, bperaakom, noanomoyia oTb [[peazen- 
ckard Awopa Ha Bakaw4enie Jorowopa oO apnerynsaenin Asryera II] kb J0- 
ropopy 1746 1. . a A Me ee wt — ~~. 


1752 


lloakopanks aii akenes repuory HbwRacteapcromy. 4 dgBapa( 15 anpaps). 
0 upmerynsenia Asryera III kb Joropopy 1746 r. 

CayXxb 0 Tomb, ¥TO rpapb becryKewb Bb HEMMAOCTH, JMMEHD OCHOBAHIS. 
lorkopunkt aii Jlaxeses repuory Hbwracteabckomy. 11 anpapa (22 
ausapa).—O upuetynaenia Aprycta III] kb Joropopy 1746 r. 
Horkopankt Tait J[ugenct repnory Hbwracteabckomy. 1S snBapa (2!) 
anBapa).—Tpaypb no Kopoaesb jateroii Aynst . 

Iloakopnakt Tai jlukench repnory HbioKacreabckomy. 25 snBapa (5 
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21h, 


~Tepuors Hpwracteancrifi Taw jlakency 


218. 


Do | 


(peppaad).—Onacenis, KoTOphlA BHylaoTed /lakency, nO NpMKasaniw beery- 


mepa, HacueTb yeusenia Iipyecia. 
Baisvie, KOTOPHIMS NoIb3syeTca Opaspars 1 BO , Deenate ; 
BoMbllJeHHbIA NpHdHaw yRAoKeHiA Anrain orb Aayn cybcugili Pocein. 
Cocroanie pyccKAXb Bolick. oe ae ee 
lloakopuoskb Tai lakench repnory HbwkacteapcKomy. 
peppaaa).—O pyeckomb cyqeb «Providentia 


25 HHBapa (3 


IlIpHAOREHIA. 


1) Ilamaraaa sanucka 06% atomb cyanh orb 3 wawapa 1752 rn. S14 

2) IlamaTaaa 3anncka, Ho,anHad rpapy Tnaahoply oToMB Ae cyANB B20 
Hloakopnakb [aii jlukenct repuory Hbwkacteapekomy. 28 sapapa (6 
espana ).—OnpopepraeTb cayXH 0 TOMb. YTO HMUepaTpAua Hambpewaetea tl0- 
CTYNMTh Bb MOHACTBIPb (2 ee 8 2 
Tepuors Hbracteapcerii Taw nagency. Vaiirroas. (pespaag. 
OesnoKOnTcA HacdeTh TOAKOBS OOD YAasenin MMNepaTpaubt Bb Mockey # 
o6% ea oTpeyeHin . ae a a 
lloakopnakb [aii jlukenct repuory HbwRactTeabeKomy. 
heppata).—lMuepatpaia pbiuiach Ha oTospanie rpaposb Kaiisepanura u 
Muxanaa becryaesa . . eae & Beek 5 
lloakopnukb Tai ukenes repnory Hbwsactreanckomy. | | 
peppaia).—Oicypbesb He bleTb Bb KoneTanTunonos,, a HasHayeHd epe- 
MOHifiMeficTepoms ABopa BubeTo Beceasonckaro ne, ap eT 
Yaiitroab. 2% enpaan.——Koposp 
ylubsseTcA Tomy, TO J[MKeHCD He HM bAD BO3MORHOCTH BAALTLCA Cb KaHll- 


—Kopoap 
4 ipeppaaa (15 


(peppaaa (22 


Jepomb Bb Tevesie WecTa HeAbAb Fig , ‘ 
Takoe Oe3neynoe Beenie AbIb, a Bb OcobeHHOCTH OTRpPaMeBnie HMUe- 
paTpHibl 3aHMMATLCA MMH BpeAATh XOLY Meperowopows HW NpenATCTBYHTS 
chauaeHiv . ea ae a a 
IIpeqaoxenie Kanusepa O cyOcHAiM CAMUIKOMD HeACHO . 
lloanraka Teopra II . eos eee une ghd 
lloakopnart lai lukencs repuory Mestaneenas komy. 22 dheppasa (4 map- 
Ta). —I'papp Raiisepanurh nasnayaetcs nocaoms Bb Bbay 
llipeackifi Kopoab TaroTHTca *pauuy3ckuMb BJinnieMS ‘3 
Hoakosunnd lai Jaxencs repuory HbiKacteabcromy. 29 deppaaa (133 map- 
Ta).— Bb Ivenin opm ABsoph sambyuaerca mesanie chanmenia cb Pocciedi 
paps llanwas o6bujacTs Kopoaw NoalepaKY aMuepaTpAuh . 
lloskopankd Tai akenct repnory HpwRacteabckomy. 7 mapta (1S mapta).— 
llob3qka nMnepaTpaib! Bb Mocksy mau Ha Goromoabe oTMbueHa Bo u306- 
Ravle pacxoloBs ey 
Cemeiiabid HeBsroyhl Kapllaepa ; 
lloakopauK?> [aii lukencs ropnory Mesenerassoneny. 14 wngen (2 5 uapre). — 
ToakH 00 noBoO,y oTOsBaHia rpadpows Beeryaxesa a Kaiisepanara usb Bhan 
Apesqena; wexosoabcTso Pyuka Kasnayeniemt Mpocca Bb [pesjens . 
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lepuors Hporacteabcrii Taw jlugency. Vaiitroas. 27 mapra.—Kopoab “J0- 
Bolen Obopotomb Abab BB Iileenia 
lloakopaukt [ai lukenet repnory HbwRacteabckoMy. 7 wane anphas), — 
Qrospanie rpada hafizepanura usb j[peszena copeplimsoch Brafinh Mmewly 
MMilepaTpanel WH Kanilsepoms ¢ ee 4 
loakopnukt lait [anenct repiory Hbwkacreabenomy. 28 mMapTa (8 anpb- 
ia).—O6bickb, iponsBejeHHnii Bb Jowh Upelexaro MocdanHAka Oapona 
lpeiippenrefima 10 cay4al NpolawKA Bb HeMS BAKA; ASRHHEHIA, NpeAcTaBsen- 
HbIA MOCAABHAKY 10 UpHkasani wMpepaTpHitbl 


lIlIpPHIOMEABIE. 


Hora, epeqandad lipexcTaBuTedaMt Jepmant Bb C.-llerep6ypré no atomy 
| 2 ee a a a ee oe a a a en es er ee 
lloakopungt Tali Jluxencs repuory Hbwkacteabckomy. 7 aupbaa (15 aupb- 
i8).—Muepatpaia oObaneaa oO cBoeMb HaMbpcsin wepebxaTh Ha 3HMY BD 
Mockpy re 
I[pnrorosaenia Kb ea NYTeMecTBIO HK eA sediennales Bb ‘Morass. $37 
Jopxp Toapgepnecs Taw jlagency. Yaiitroat. 21 anpbaa.—-\eb,0mageTs 
jukenca 0 moayyeHin ero miebMa — oe ae 
lloagonankd Tai jlukeact repuory Hpwxactesnenomy. 11 auptaa (22 aupb- 
ii).~ Onb nepe_aeTh Kawlsepy onaceniA cBoero ABOpa 3a WaTKOe cocTOAHIe 
ibab Bb pycckoh Hunepia um noaomenie camoro KaHtaepa. 

Kanisepb Joka3sbBaelb, YTO TOIKM 0 HAaMbpenia AME paTpHAilbl OTPeIbes 
OTh lipecTosa—poctad BbILyMKa ye & 4 bo 3 339- 
Yro caMb OHS NOAb3yeTCA eA JOBbpicmb HM 4TO MeLIeAnHOCTh BL phueaiN 


bab yeTpanated Upn Thcnbimems chsnxenin o6onxt NpapuTeabeTBE, 440—: 


Kanusepb 3anpaserb, 4To Poccia moraa Ob BHICTaBHTh COW3HUKAMS 
92.000 gea. Bolieka potas [Ipyccia fa ab ot eS 

Ont nokasbipaeTD cymMy noTpebsoii cy6enzin BE 150.000 dyat, emeroqno. 

Imneparpuia nataeTL oTspamenie Kb Ppanuia a Ilpyccia, KoroppiMs, 


10 MABHIW J[uKeHca, cablyeTb NOaAb30RAaTbCA . ela? oe a a ie 


Ont copbryeTb OTKPLITO OODABNTH pyccKOMY BOPY, NOIYYNTS 3H OND 
cyOcujiwm orb Anraim Wam He MoayanT : et 
[loakosnart Tai junencs repnory Hbwkacteapcromy. | | suphan (<2 me 
J8).— Ppannyscrifi nocoat Bb Illbenin, nepeqjapan lasauy nucbMO RKopoad 
Ajonnka XV uMunepatpant o emepta npwHueccht lenpieTbl, Bhipasnat xe- 
Janie cpoero apopa © posdbnoBsenia Goahe GansKux cnouenifi cb pye- 
CKUMS 


Il vpHIOMEHIE. 


Copie d'une letire de roi de France a Impératrice de Russie. Versail- 


les. 17 Feévrier 1752. . . » % ~ « « &45—i 


lloakopnart Tail Janoncs repory ‘Shneaemeens, ieee (25 anpb- 
at).—-Ppannysenaa naptia wb Illeewin we TepseTD cman. 
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Hoaxopauns lai Jluxenet repuory Hbwracteabcnomy. 25 aupbaa (ts maa). 
I[pasqaobanie Jad pomseniA BeaANKOH KHATHHH Bf ABA RKoponanin uMiepa- 
publ a cag Mae gn cea cece pk ee 
[loakOBHUKS rai jlukenc repuory Hpwracteapexomy. 5 mas (16 maa).— 
latekifi nocaannukD Gaponb Maabuand cupapasetca 0 xoah neperoBopost 


lloakopankt Tali lukeneb repuory HbwKacteabcnomy. 11) Maa (27 Maa). 
XogataficTao ABoposb O pasphuevin OOMBua POAWTHHCKUXD 3eMedb . 
lloakopnuke Tali ukeneb repuory HbwRkacreabckomy. 26 wan (4 ina). 
Baponb I'peiidpenreimt orospanh u 3ambusetca Gaponoxs Ilocce 
lorkosnuks Tai [akencs repyory Hpwkacreapckomy. | imud (17 ina). 
Iloxapb bb Mockst, nerpedusmifi 5.000 yomost 

loakopnukt aii [ukenes repuory Hbweacteapckomy. 1% imag (24 iowa). 
Bosmymesie KpecTbaHb Bb KeaAb3wyxXb pylunKaxb rpada A. Il. Iilysa- 
10a . is ee 850 
[loaKkoBHAKL Cal jane Hcb repuory Hpwkacteapekomy. 25 ina (+ imaa).— 
Kpectbadckiii 6yaTb HojaBsens . , , 

lloakopnakt Tai ukenes repuory Bapnsoveneseuy, 4 iwaa (15 Waa). 
Q6OMbuDL POAUITHHCKUXD 3eMeAb JOAKEHD, BHPOATHO, OCYMeCTBUTLCA . 
lloakosnaKs Pail lukencs repnory Hpwxacteabenomy. 1S iad (2! ian). 
I[pibsyb HoRaro UBeXcKaro HocaaHHMKa Gapona Ilocce 

pitsyt noakosnnka LllrnpHeabla cb MAchMOM OTD WBeACKArO Koposs. 

(y0paBka MOIKOBHHKA Ch NACbMOMD Kb WBEACKOMY KOpOdw . 

lilrapHeabyt yeSpaeTb j[akenca, uo weexckifi KOpOsb ResaeTb B0300- 
HOBUTh CHOWeHIA Cb AHraiickKuMb ABOpoM — 
epuors Hpwxacteabcriii Taw jlukency. lanoseps. 2!) itoas.—Kopoab ue 
Kelaerh OOcyRAaTh BonpoeL o cy6cuAiaxt 
lloakopanxs lai [nkencs repuory Hbwracteabckomy. 28 iwaa (S asry- 
cTa) . PC) Oe ee ee ae 
lloakopuakt Lai Juxeucs repuory Hbwoxacreasekomy. S aprycta (1% 
abrycta).—Ilocbujenie umuepatpuued Beppu Bb Kponmragrs . 

I[pu epBokayasbuBX® HeperoBopaxb oO cyGcujiaxd pycckiii [Bop orpa- 
HudHAcH Tpebowaniems 50.000 dyn. cyOemgii. 2. 2. . . 
Hloakopnnks Tali ukench repuory Hbwracteabenomy. 15 avryeta (26 abry- 
cra).—O6cyajenie cb kanisepoms npelsomenié Ulrapueanza 
Iloaxosnuks Tali akencn repyory Hbweacreabcnomy. 22 avryera (2 cenTa- 
6pa).—Urapweabyt ORazaicn UpyceRMMb arenToM. ae 
iloakosangs Tait uxencs repuory Hpwkacreancgomy. 29 asryeta ({ cenTa- 
Opa). C2 SA eS ee OK Sb BO - 
Hloakosunns Tai jukened repuory Hbwxacteancwomy. % cenTadpa (19) 
ceaT#AOps) + eg ee tk wed & ak we 4 
bapont Boappe repyory , ianeiniinianies S ceata6pa (19 cewraépa). 
Ipocurs ero yebjomath, cablyeTb an emy catjosatp Bb Mocksy 3a JK0- 


poms. 


cTr. 


$47 


Cb BCJMKUMS KHASCME 10 OBOLY OOMbua POAUITHHCKAXD BeMedb 2 S44¢—54d 
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Ne 
“47. [loaropauks lai ukenes repuory HbwRacteaberowy. 15 ceatabpa (26 cenra- 
6pa).—lIlpocnts ykasanifi nacuets nepebaja Bb Mocksy, 406m cabyonath, 
3a (BOpPOMS ed pte a 
[IpasquecTBO Bb 4eCTb Mivepecman 


Il pHt0 KREAIE. 


Note du 14 Septembre 1752 bine md . 4% 
JoskopHakb Lali uxench repuory Hbwracteanckomy. 22 cenradpa (3 onta- 
6pa).—Orbbsayp rpapa Illrappeabya 2. ww. el 

Ort3rp rpapa Kossropero ‘- s a oe , 
lloakopaukt Tait jlukencn repuory HbwKacteabenomy. 3 oxrabpa (14 onra- 
Opa).—jlomorateabetBa fipycckaro Koposa 06% yAoBseTBOpeHiA Tpebonagiili 
erO HOMHABIXt BB Cakconin 

Cakcoucnil [BOpb MpocMHTh NowepRKU pyeckaro. 
lloakopuHkb aii lageuct repnory Hbwractreabcnomy. | oxtaOpa (21 oRTa- 
6pa).—Pycckifi Asopb roTonb noxlepmaTh Cakconi Bb cayyah wauajenia 


upyecckaro = Ropoad. , pea » 4 : 4 
lepyort Hpwkacteanckifi law lakency. Tanosepb. 22 oxrabpa.—lIpebosania 


ipyeckaro Kopoaa &b Cakconin HeocHOBaTeIbAbl. 

Kanusept becryxesb lOIKeHb O TOMB 3aABNTh UpPyeccKOMY Kopoate, 

foaku 0 Hajenin Kpeaura beeryxesa. pet De Pw 

jlukency pequnchipaetes HocTapaTbed UpaMapaATh 6paTbess beoryae BbIX'b. 

jlukenet umbets cabjosath 3a Aeopomb Bb Mockey 
lloakopHuks aii akescs repnory Hpwracteabenomy. 20 ontabpa (41 oKta- 
6pa).—Naansepy He ylaszoch eme JoazoRATL UMMepaTpauh o TpeboBaHiaxt 
upyecKaro Kopoad KB Cankcouin. a ais 
lloakopnuktb Tai j[axencs repuory Hpwracreapckomy. 31 oKtaépa (11 Boa- 
6pa).—Cnabnoe Hapognenie Bb Ilerepbyprh . . . . eee ee 
lloakopnakt Taii [ukenct repiory HbwRracreabckomy. 7 Hoabpa (15 Hod- 
Opa).—lokaayt uMueparpaut o cuoph, 3aThasHomb mpyccRAMS koposems 
cb Cakconieil . BD ek et ' 
lloakopuukt aii ukeneb repuory HewRxacteabckomy. 1+ Hoabpa (25 Hoa- 
Opa).—lukenes nepeqaers beerymesy wpomemopil 0 B3raayb auraifickaro 
KaduHeTa Ha TpebowaHid lipyccKaro KOpoas oe 4 

Umueparpuua roroga Bebua cpeqersami cnocobcrsosaTh Cakcouin Bb ed 
cuopB eb Ipyccied. . , ae GR ge de OR 

jlukeneb HanA’D JOMb Bb Mecnet Ha BpemA upedbipadix bopa. 


IlpPHIOMEHIS. 


1) Iporokoat konepennia, cocroasuedica 4) onra6pa Mealy o6onmM pyc- 
CRUMB =MHHMCTpaMM, aBcTpifickKAMD NocaoMb, OpHTAaHCRAMS A CaBCOHCKAML 


nmocdaHHMKaMA. lf. wlll eee [ee © el Bee E7 
2) Konia cb oropopku, ROTOpyH reHepaas lennes Womkedalb BHeCTH 


Bb IpoTOKOAR KOnpepenuin orb 4 oORTAOpA 
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TP. 
4) Ispaeyenie n3% peckpunta mMnepaTpnibl Ha BMA rpadja Kaiisepanara 
bb bbab orb wodbpa 1752 ¢. aay ee Oe ee ee ee Th 
4) Konia npomemopin Taa ,lusenca orb SO oxtabpa 1752 Pr. AD 
5) I[pomemopia, nepegannan Taw jlukency 16 wonbpa 1752 7... 877—37s 
(}) Uspaeyenie 3b WApKYASpHArO peckpHlTa MMepaTOpcKUMb tWocaaH- 
nukamt 16 wos6pa 1752 rn. 2. 2. 1 ww we we ww ww BB —ARO 
7) Hapaeyedie nab peckpalita UMuUepaTOpcKOMy HOcTaHHARY BD /[pestent 
[pocey orb 16 wonbpa 1752 r. < oe om S S80—Hn2 
S) Konia Horn, nepexannoi cakeouckomy uocaanauky Bb C.-Llerep6yprh 
omy 16 monGpa 1752 rr. 2. 2. 1 1 we wt et ew wl lw w= FBF 
dat. A. O6maa tabania pycckHXt Bolick 484—A8h 
dur. B. Pacnpexbaenie na 1753 pr. 34MHUX RBAPTAP. KOTOPIA pye- 

CKid OleBbIA BOHCKA 3aliMYTS HO OcobOOMY yKasaHIiW JAA KamJaro Hoaka, SSO—AU5 
dar. ©. Uneso psoiickb, packraprapopaganixt Be llerepbyprenoms 
i a ae a oe ae, a nts 393—304 
lloakopankh lat lukench repnory Hpwracteapckomy. 17 Hoabpa (28 Hon- 
6pa).—I'paps beeryakesb cosnaeted Bb CBOeMb TAKelOMb LoOsIOKEHIA OTS 
JOATOBS M pacTpaTN KaseHHblXb CyMM, OND MpocnTb anrailfickoe, avctpiii- 

CKOC A CAaKCOHCKOG [paBATCABCTBA NOMO4b CMY BbIMYTATbed sO 
Kipeants beeryaepa Bopce He YMeHbIUMICA, HO CyMlecTBYWTb MHTpArA 
eS WN ck ce sw oe 4 OR) Ke Wh 

Ho cammii onacunlll ero Bparb—ounb came ae OM aT 
Kanusepb Bee HamMekaeTh Ha 3akawyenie Joropopa o cyOcnAinxt nh 
Iipeqaomenie ornpasaTb rpapa Muxanaa beeryxkesa nocdomb Bb 
WS co. &. 2 ee, Oe er as SSE Gee ee ee 
lloakosanRkD [aii ukench repuory HbwRacteabckouy. 24 Hosbpa (5 Jeka- 
6pa).—Pycckie MAHMCTPH Hanpacho O6BMHAWTDS AMMepaTpALY Bb MeLeHHOCTH, 
TOra Kakb OHM CAMM BAHOBHEI Bb TOMB HO OeanewmocTa HM IbuA SUS 
lloakospnuks Tai ,[nkencb repnory Hbiwracreabckomy. 5 xenabpa (16 Je- 
Kabpa).—Orbbh3aib amiepatpait Bb Mockpy. . . . . . s - SHS 
epnors Ubweacteapcnifi [aw jlaxency. Vaiitroas. 1% aekabpa.—Anraiiickie 
NpOH3sbOANTeIH HM akcHOpTepsl OboeB XOJaTalicTByYWTS 0 cHATIM 3aupellesiaA 
Ha BBO3b Obvenb BB IMnepito a es et ae es auy 
Hloakosnakd aii Jakencs repyory HbwKacteabcromy. 19 jekabpa (SU JeKa- 
6pa).—OUrbb3yb wmueparpuntt Bb Mocksy cosepumaca 16 (27) Aewabpa aot 
bosh3ab Kabllsepa, peuaTeTBOBaBWiad eMY BR bXATL a 400) 
lloakopunk? Tait akeacs repuory Hpwxacteapenomy. 29 jekabpa () auBapa 
1753 r.).—Ilmocrpanable MAHUCTphI AAYTS BusopoBseHiA RKawAepa, YTOOK 
BbIbXaTh Bb Mocksy 100) 


1755. 


Hoskosunks aii jluxenep repyory Hwxacreabcnomy. |2 sanpapa (2% 


aHBapa).—OrTbb31% Gapona Ilocce wb Mockpy 


4900— 40] 


rr 


ey. 5 Lee eae 


Cakcouckili ABopt upersaraeTs becryamesy yrepRate ce6t, 6.000 ya- 
TOBb W3 CYMMB, LOLAHOH PYCCKAM ABOPOMb CaKCOHCKOMY 

Cebabsia o nponsvorctah oboent . peed a 
lloakopaukt Tai luxenes repnory Hpwkaeteapckomy. 1!) anpapa (30 an- 
bapa).—Pthmenie Cenara uo bay byraepa eb Hechutoms 0 nponsporeTsh 
es + ee es EOS GG es + tw» & » S—60R 


ll pHAORHEBIE. 
ispaeyenie ykasa Llerpa | ort 4) won6pa 1728 rn... AOS 
lloakopnunkt Tai ukeneb repuory Hbioracteapckouy. 26 snBapa (3 dbe- 
Bpaaa).—llocoab bpetaakb oayunat woaHomoyie Ha Bakawyenie agta 0 
UpucTYHAeHIAN KOpOlA NOAbcKaro Kb Aoronopy 1746 r. beerymess Tpebyers 
orb ,lakenca MOAHOMOUIA Ha TOT Ke UpelMeTH. . . . . . 404 


IlpHIOMEHIE. 


Ilucbuo rpada beeryxesa jlukency orb 20 snsapa 1753 pr. 2) 404—405 
lloakosunke aii lukenes repuory HbiKacteabenowy. 26 anBapa (1 de- 
Bpaaa)._ beeryxKewb OTKASbIBAeTCA OTE NeHCiH, ipelaomenHos emy BhACKBMD 


ABOpOMb. . Loc 2 to es st ew ee ee 6 
Hoakosnakt Tali ukenct repuory HbwKkacTeabckomy. 9 deppaan (20 de 


Bpaaa).—-lukeneh yb3skaeTd BB Mocksy . . Dis. wees = ss: A 
loakopnukt [aii ,lakenes repnory HbwKacteanckomy. 16 iespaaa (27 «pe 
Bpaaa). Jlakenct oTa0xnab cBoH oTbh3yp Bb Mocksy, 4Tobb! He LyTewe 
See a SS 6 Re a eS Oe 
Tepnors Hpwracteaberifi law agency. Vaiitroap. 27 despaas.—llo nupu- 
Kasanil0 ROpoad, lukency HopyyeRo Xo,aTaiicTBOBATD 0 HOMMAOBAHIM rparpa 
daxapa Yepapmesa, panuBiularo Ha NoesnHKS vorkovunka .leonTbeBa .  . 40% 


IlIPHAOMERILE. 


Hora rpafa Iletpa “epHtimesa repnory Hpwracteabckomy oTb 26 de- 
Bpada 1755 Pr, i Ax oe we ee ; i+ ae > 2 
lepuors Hpwracteacrili rpapy jukency. Saiitroas.  mapra.—tllporects 
AHPAlHcKarO NpaBMTeAbCTBa NPOTUBh Ylepabia MpyccKNMb KoOposemb Je- 
HORABIXD CYMMB, LOIKGHXD BEAMKROOPHTANCKAMD NWOMAHHHMb . 2... AN 

Ha cayyaii Hallajenia bpyeckaro Kopoad Ha ranoBepckiA BAaybHlA 
Feopra Il, nocatauifi upuObraeTs Kb NOMOMM CBONXD cOomW3nnKOBD . |. ALO) 

Onb rovoRh yuaaTuTh cy6cuiw 3a OTPAAD koicKA JAA AMBepciA bo 
BAMHI Mpyeekaro Kopoaa . 

Jlakency nopyaaerca onpexbaurs cymmy ecy6curin 

IIpunatie nperszoamenia Teopra Il obe3aneunrd cnoxoiicteie Kepoubt . 
lepuors Hbwracreascrii Tat j[nxency. Yaiitroat.  mapta.—Herpyjuo 
GyleTh JocTaTh Jeuerb JAA Kahilsepa 3a LOpyYATeAbCTBOMB KOposlA, KOTO- 
puili roTOBh yHaaTATh ewy eme CYMMY, ecaM OND AOObeTCA CorsaaciA# AMMe- 
PaTpHIlhl Ha Hpe_sowenie KOpoasA 
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CTP. 
Beero emy 06bmano 5.000 pyat. Meme BosHarpaayjenie, eciu OD 
GyreTb cuocobeTBOBATL coKpamedilo cyOcuJiA, CAUKO BOsMOAHO t14 
lepuors Hpwxacteaperifi Taw j[wxeacy. Vaiirroas. 9 mapta.—hopoab 
ipeqaaraeTb CHAT 3allpemenic "0 38asory Bb Obesueyenie 10.000 yar. 
CCYHCHHHIXE becrykewy KOpoOseMb AecaTh ABT TOMY Ha3sayD. £15) 
lepyors Hpweacreabcrifi Taw lukeuey. Vaiireoas. 9 mapta.—,lakencb He 
UMbIb OCHOBARIA LPAMbIKATh Kb AeKAapallid CaKCOHCKALY Jwopa, TaKb kabb 
Auraia we cea3sana cb Cakcouic Kakumb-anbo Joropopomb .  . . 416 
I[pomenie yupasaawimaro Pycckoit Komnanin a ea Contra Ropoaw _— II. 
9 mapta.-—Xogataiicrbo 0 Bos06noBsenin ToproBare Joronopa Meawly Auraiell 
u Poccieii rss ey Oe eee 117 
lloakosnukb Tali luxencr repuory Hbweacreabckomy. Mocksa, 4 Mapra 
(15 mapta)—Coo6maers 0 croemt upibayh uo noayyenin bymarb, Kacaw- 
IMMXCA UpeTensiad Kopoad upyeckaro eer me we 117 
Hoskosnaks [aii jlaxener repuory HbiwKacreapekomy. Mocksa. 11 mapa 
(22 mapta).-—[peazencrifi Anopd nocaaap PyuRy 8.000 pukeodsapowd 144 ie 
pelaua beeryakesy w pasphumas NocablKeMy B3ATH Aad ceba 22.000 pukeqo- 
Japos 03% 100.000 pawexossapon, LOAKUBIX’S PYCCRAMS LBOpoMcakcoHcKoMy. 41% 
[pesjencnili ABopb upaMbigaeTS Kb JoroBopy 1746 Pr. HRD ero ceKpeT- 
HbIMb CTAThAMD . + 6 ee ee ee | 
Hoakonnune Tail akenes repuory Hbixacteabckomy. Mocksa. 1S Mapta 
(29 mapta).-—Ilpitayp Beeryaesa bp Mocksy $19) 
Bbacklii ABoph upHegaay 30.000 repMancKMXd Ps0pHHOBb Ada lepe- 
qaun beeryaesy ae: , Bok: ee $1!) 
Hloakosuukb Tai lukeucs repuory HbwRacreabckomy. Mockba. 22 maprta 
(2 aupbas).—Onb unebMenso coobmmap beeryamepy 0 XolatalicrBh feopra 
OTHOCHTCIbHO OMMJOBaKIA rpata dSaxapa Yepunwesa ;, $20) 
Horkopaukt Lali Jukencs repuory Hbwracreatckomy. Mockba. | aupbaa 
(12 anphan).—Aserpifickifi nocoas noayanab loanomo4uie Ha Bos0bHOBAeHIe 
OOAsaTeALCILS Ha BYALA BpemeHa MeKIY BLECKAMDS ABOpOMb HM PyCCKAMd 
IpOoTHBb TYPOKt ; ye 4$20—42 1 
lloakepankt Tali lugencs repuory apineavessanens. Mockna. S anphaa 
(19 aupbaa).--He yeuban eme puayhroes cb rpapoms becryxesnlw $21 
lloakosankt Tai uxeact repyory Hbwxacreanckomy. Mockna. 1‘) aupbaa 
(50 anpbaa).—Iwban rpu Koupepenuin cb beeryxesnin's to 
lloakopHak® Tail ukencb repuory Hbwracreapekomy. Mockba, 29 anpbas 
(10 maa).—IIpasqueeraa no cayyale AWA KOpOHanin HMuepaTpAnL . 422 
locylaphlud OObABHIA NOCIAHHMKY, TO OHA HOMMAOBAIA Tpaa Saxapa 
Yepabimesa er eae 4255 
lepuors Runincveabeall fen Aameues. Yaiitroas. 22 maa.—paniyscelil 
ABOpb HaMbpeHb NocslaTh MMBKCTPa Kb BEANKOMY KHA3ZW LOLS Upelsorom 
3aBAsaTb TOproBha cHoWenia cb Poccied . i 4 14 
Hoakosnuk, Tai akenes repuory Usmasoreaseneny. Mockba. 13 Mad 
424 


(<4 Maa).—Caabnble nomaphl Bb Mockeh, Tpepora. . . . - - ss 
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293. 


Konpepenuia ch Kanisepomb HW BAUe-Kanlsepom 
lepnorb Hewxacreapcria# Tat Junency. Yaiirroas. | imaa.—llopyuaers 
eMy wollepkarh XOJatalicTwo Banneka 0 NpmuMcseHin ero Kb KpelUTOpaM 
anrdifickaro Toproparo Joma Bb Herep6ypré Kpammouza, Ilapna um Komu. 


IlpPHAORERIE. 


llamarnad sanucka locia Banueka, nocaannaa la [uwency n Boanpy 6425 
lepnors Hpwracreapenia@ rv. Bossy. Saiirroap. | itoua.—Pexomen.yers 
eMy xojataiicTbo Bannera P= be we Coe 4 
lloskosunKke Lai jlakenes repuory Hbwkaereapckomy. Mockpa. 24 maa 
(4 ions). —IImueparpaua cospasa cobpanie cenaTopons M Apyrax’ canoBul 
KOBb 14d OOcyAJeHiA TOPO, HacKOIbKO YcJenie Opanjesbyprekaro Joma co- 
OTBETcTBYeTE BATepecamb Uunepin. . . oe eee me o 

Phileno He JOuyeKaTbh ero, NoYeMy locaaHbl Boiicka Bb Aupanugin. 
lepuors Hpwkacteapesifi Taw jlugency. Saiirroap. § ina. lugkeucy 0- 
pyveno Gaaro_apaTh MMUepaTpULy OT AMMA KOposs 3a MHAOCTh, OKASAHHYW 
rpapy Saxapy Yepusmesy » 4 -- * eee He 
lloakopanktb Tali ukenes repuory Hbwkacreapekomy. Mockpa. 31 maa 
(11 imna).—laneparpana ybxaga Bb Tpomuy, He MoqumcaBh upuKasaniil 
iioakosuukd Tai ukenct repuory Hbweacreapckomy. Mocksa. LO itona 
(21 imna).—-IwoepaTpaga nojuncata pukasanie Kasisepy orebrars ,lu- 
ReHCY Ha ero lipeljomenie a ee ee ee « . 
lepuord Hbwxacteaberifi Taw lugency. Saiitreab. 22 ilona.——Ppanuyspi 
BOZOOHOBIAWTD CBOH JoroBopb oO ecybcurinxb co Llveniel ; 
lloakopuukb Tait jJlukenct repuory Hbweacreipexomy. Mockpa. 1 iwaa 
(12 iwaa).—lpaps bectyaesd nepelarb ey OTBbIb UMUepaTpAubl Ha Lper- 
aoxenia anraifickaro Kabuuera 

Pycckia tTpeOopania mpeyBeanyenbi. re ae ee eee 
oakopnukd Tai jlukencb repuory Hbweacteabekomy. Mockua. 6 itoaa 
(17 imaa).—Osb OllpanibiBaeTesd CTD OOBHHEHIA Bb TOML, TO OHS 38a- 
Weld CAMIUKOMb JaleKO Bb CBOMXD OObACHEHIAXS Cb KabliepomM 
Hloakosuakb Lali Meech repyery Hiwracrerpexomy. Mocksa. 7 iad 
(1S itda).—Ero Kompepeniiid Cb Kaulsepowb, KOTOPOMY OB hepeqaeTD 
poMeMOpItO . e ¢-& Ss 

IIpoekrb orosopa o cybcnijin, Hepesananii jJukency Kanuaepoms 

Ypesmbpaocth Tpebowavia Mowers Obits chabseda Bb KOWTpb- upoeKTh . 

Ilpocurh cua0au7h ero CaMBIMH TOUHBIMM YRasaHinMa 

Matbsie Cevata o HeodxO,MMOCTH OrpaHM4ATh BAaAcTh Hpyeckary Kopoad. 

bperaakb Moluncarb BABI LOroBopb Ch pyccCKAMb ABOPOM MpOTHBS 
ry poRb i. Ms aw oe ee ee woe 
{leperopoph pu pyccKkomb ABoph Moryrb GiiTb BexeHbl He HHA, KaKD 
iMChMCHHO ; iar ge ee — 

mieparpaua o6baBHaa, YTO He JoUYyeTHTS apibsja (ppanuyscKaro to0- 
CJaHHHKa Kb BeJNKOMY KHA3IO 
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IlpHIOMEH'A, 


|) Konia wpomemopin Tan j[akenca orb 15 aupbaa 1758 pv, 
Kouia npomemopia Tan Jukenea orp 27 apryeta 1755 r., 
weed KB casus feederis 
4) Orebral AMiepekaro Nocda Ha BONpPOChI, Upelaowkenube emy Ha 


peauin 12 (25) Maa Bearhyacraie npomemopia laa Jurenca ore 27 auphaa. 
4) lloqaueanii orebrb, no_nnecasHbi o6ouMM Kanilsepamn Ho AaHABil, 


Ls 


OTHOCA- 


KOHpe- 
442 


10 pHKazani UMUepaTpHilbl, Ha HpoMmemopilo laa ,lugenea orb 15 anpbaa 445 


5) [lojamnanlii 6TBETD, NOLUHCAHABH O60MMM RaniliepaMn, Jane 


S Lei 


ipHRasakin wMnepaTpAubl, Ha Upomemopiw Tan J[akenea orb 27 aupbaa, 


OTHOCAMY HCA KB casus federis . ae ee ae ee 
S) Ilpoekr sospenuia meary Pocciew wn Beankobpuraniei 


bli, 10 


f4!) 


7) Iepesoat matbuis # 3akawgeRid Cenata o npomemopia laa Jlugenca, 45% 


Hloagopankd Tai j[akeneb reptory Hbwkacreabckomy. Mocxsa. 


(1S iwsa).—Pagoets becryxkesa 10 caydaw MaaocTH, OKAsAHHOM eMy KOpO- 


azemb Teoproms II. 
Kro re Oe Oe ee ee ee 
Jloakopunkt Tai lukeaeb repuory Hbwkacreabckomy. Mocrea. 


(1S imas). Bapout Boab He HaXOlATbh Jederb LOVb 3a10Thb Joma rparpa 


Beerymena , > ee b. & -ae 
haponb Boinpb wBechsaers ,lukewcy 3aksajayw kpbuocth 4 


7 ida 


a JOM b 


rpapa beerya&kepa yepesb napounaro, upteasannaro Jlukencomt u3b Mocksbl 


lloakopankb Tai ukeneb repuory Hbwkacreabckomy. Mocksa. 7 
(18 itas).—Beaukiii kaasp Herps Oeoqoposnys fipeqsaaraers Kopoaw [e- 
opry Il upnaaTs Ha ero waJaBeHie cOxepmanie POAUITHACKHXD BOiiC 


luseHCy KameTed, 410 CCAM BKOPOAb OTKARETL BEAMKOMY KHALIO, 
OOparntca Kb KOpolw fipyeckomy 


llPHAORAEHIE 


IlltaTet 10 coxepAaviw PoaWTAHCKAXS BOCKD BeaMRATO KHA3H 
Heo,opobnya i Naa ee es Sea Ss eee 
bapowb Boanpb repuory Hbwxacreapenomy. C.-Ilerep6yprs. 12 


(23 iwaa).—Boanh yebjomaaeTh repiora 0 ToMb, 4TO, HO TpeGoBaniw jlu- 


KeHca, OHb BbICJATb CMY BakAaQHyO Kpbhiocrh wa Jomb rpada beer 
lloakosnukb Tai lukenes repyory HbioKxacteabcromy. Mocksa. 12 
(25 jwaa).—Ilo ybay locia Bannera. ee ee 
lloakopankt Tai j[nkenes repnory Uemencvesseneuy. Mocksa. 1! 
(30 itota).—Tocylapad liparaacnaa Bebxb JwnsoMaToRb lochrath 
Kili MOHACTHIPb . , eee ob ee ae ae 

Cagkcouckifi NOcAaHHuKS DPyAKD OT3bIBaeTcA aA TOO, 4YTOOL 
MOP ObITh OTO3BAHD HM 3aMbment Muxansoms beeryxesnwe. 


Hlocabjaard uMiepaTpnua KaMbpewa HasHayNTh pH BeANKOMS 
Ho beeryxess us6bracts npitsza Bp llerepbyprh . . . 
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401. 


HO4, 


BOW, 


Munepatpniia Berhaa eMy ipl hxaTh ch AReHOwW cakconkKoli 
Hloakopnuke Tait lakenes repnory HbwKacteaberomy. Mockea. 2 apryeta 
(13 apryera).—Beamkad KAArAnsA ponsBeda BAREIS 

OQrosganie Pynka oOTMBueRD . fee ae , * + 
loakopnugd Tai ukenes repnory HbwKacreabckomy. Mockra. ‘) apryera 
(20 apryera).—On®b wepedaad Kanilsepy uapbeTie 0 Tomb, 9TO Ppannia 
go306HORAAAA JoroBopy co Lleeuie oO cybenzin . 

Kaniseph npalarb Gorabuioe sHayenic asToMy coodmenifo 

IIpitart ppanuy3a Mo6pona wb lerep6ypre . 

IIpornBh Hero UPHHATH! MBpH Npe_ocropomuocrn ena * 4 
reports Hpmxacteapernii Law lakeney. Satirroat. 24 apryeta.—Heo- 
BOILCTBO KOPOlA, pH woryYeHiA Jenewls jlwkeHca, Upe_soMeHHHIM UpoeR- 
TOMb OrOBOpa 

Ypesmhpaoe Tpedopanie cy6enzin 

Kopoab Helonoaen Thwb, YTO lMkeHeh BPYYNIb pyccRAWD MHHHCTpaM 
NpOMeMOpilO H NpeACTABH.AD HMB ONACHOCTL, PpPOsMBIYKH LepMaHCKHMB Baa 
ubniamt Teopra I] ors Ppngpaxa II ie 

Mealy ThMb Kak pyeckie HNTepeche 3aMbulanb! Bb 4UpesBElyaliHoMd 
yensenia Upyccia 

Kopeab BeAGA ABPOTOBATL CBOH NpoeRTD oroBpopa. e. 4 
Nepuort Hponacreabenifi Taw lakency. Vaiitroap. 24 apryeta. — Ey uper- 
MChIBAeTCA HOTPCOOBATh OT PYCCKAXD MHBNCTPOBS.NpoMeMopin, HepelaHAblA 
uMb ,laKeHCOMD oe (« 

By Illpenin welyted weperopoph! o Bo3s06noKRseHin JoroBopa ch Ppanuied. 

Bb caydah cmepra noapekaro Kopoas, ect onacenia, ato Dpnrpaxs I 
saiimeT® Ipyecky Hoapnmy . ee ee aes ek 
lepuors Hpwracteabcnii Paw jngency. Saiitroas. 24 asryera.— Kaniaeps 
lolKenb ObITh GAarolapenb KOporw 3a ero MaAOCTH wag ce 
Fepnors Hbwkacteaberifi Taw Jukesey. Vaiirroat. 24 apryera.—Ilpeaun 
ChibACTh WepelaTh BeAMKOMY KAAS OTRASb KOPOAA NPHASTh Ha ero BAKIH- 
BeHie ColepRakie LOIMTHACKAXD BOCK : a ee es 
lloakopnnk® Tai akeneb repnory Hpwracreabcromy. Mocksa. 1 apryeta 
(30 asryeta).—®ynkb ne OyxeTS oTosRaHt . co ee Ss 

'papp Maxagat bectyxesb ne Bab3smkaap eme 3b j[peatena, welo- 
BOADCTBO HMIepATpHIbl Ha Hero, 

Ppanuyst Mo6pant Hnuvbwb ene se KOMUpoMeTHpoBatca 
lloakosuakd Tai Jlakenet repnory Hbwkacteabekowy. Moeksa. 30 asryeta 
(10 ceatabpa).—IIpit3s7p Bb Mocksy Hoparo mMnepekaro§ wocaa  rpada 
a Se oe se Oe he ee ae eae a es 

Kanusep® He JyMaeTb BO3z06HOBIATL OOOPpOHMTeALAHA JoroBops co IIlBe- 
niell, cpoR KOTOpArO Herekalb Ywepesb TPH rola — se a 
epuors Heiowaeteabcrifi Taw jlagency. Vaiirroap. 1S centadpa.——3a 
panny3omt Mo6panb cabayeTb yupeluTh Halsoph so ee oe 
lloakosawks lait laxencs repuory Hbweacteapckomy, Mockea, 13 cenrabpa 
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(24 centa6pa).—Umuepatpaia cochmaeTh MOnaCTLIPH, HUKARAXD WbIb He 

cipaBaseTh : 2 oe ee ; * oe 

lepuors Hproractespenifi law . Jemesr, Yaiitroas. 2 onrabpa.—Corepmanie 

KOHTPb-poekta Joronopa cb Poccieii mu ocHonania ero. - » « 495 
CekpeTHad cTaTba. 


Il PHIORERILE. 


AHraifickii KORTPb-1poeRTR KOHBeHUIN 2. |... i SF 
lepnors Hpwracteabesifi law laseacy. Vaiitroat. 2 oxrabpa.—swhaenia. 
KOTOPHIA ,[MKEHCE YUOIHOMOYEHD JONYCTATL Bb ROWTPD-lpoeRTh 
Tepuors Hnwxacteaberié Taw Jngency. Vaiitrroas. 2 oxrabps.—llogapkn, uper- 
Jomenuble beerymesy Bb cay4al. UpABATIA KOHTPh-UpoekTA pPpyccRAMB 1BO- 
pomb. .. ee ey a ee eee) . 3 O08 
report iccnieeeeeail aw Jlunency. Vaiirroat. 2 onrabpa.— besuonoietRo 
npyeckaro ROpOAA 10 CAYGaW YBeIBYeHIA YNCAa PYCCRAND BOLCKS BE AapasnAin 
Hloanosnukd Tait uxenes repnory Hbwracteabckomy. Mocksa. 23 centabpa 
(4 oxta6pa)._BeipamaeTs cBoe yinpaenie TOMY, YTO replorh HeLOBOIeHS 
ero Jenemama - 3 ae to oa) eee ee ee 
Tepuorh Hbwractearerifi Taw Reveney. Vaiitroat. 12 oKTAbpa.-- Oud Bbi- 
pakaerb cnoe yinpsaeaie Tomy, 4To [WKencb RMYerO HE NMMeTS O BbICTY- 
NACHIN PYCCRANDS BOUCKD BE AAPsAAMHLIW, TOPA KAKb OTOBCHAY TOABKO B AWYTS 
0 HEM 

Kopoab noayuHid eBbrbuia © Tomb, YTO MpequosaraeTed Hepe_aTh yupa- 
Bienie [bjAaMM BeEAMKOMY KHABH, TAK KAKb MMUepaTpAla He Bb cocTOAHIN 
VipaBsath, YhMb Ppawly3bl AYMAWTH BOCTOILIOBATHCA, YTOGHI ocaaTh 1OBS- 
peHHoe ANNO Kb BeINKOMY RAAB oie . 4 

Bhpoatao, ato anno ecth Mo6pant, kotoparo beerymesy cabayers ona- 


cCaTbhedw 


lp RaOREBIP. 


PasMblliaenia rpaia Rorsopego 0 HeOOXOAMMOCTH 3akAWUeHIA LOroBOpa oO 
cy6cntin cb Poeciefi 2... a i «wt » = ae 
lloakonaukb lai uKeneb repuory Ikennene., MockBa, 7 oKTaOpa 
(1S onra6pa).— Cobrbuia o Mobpant 

Boenabia npuroropasenis Bb Poeccin 

BhpoaTawil raapuoKomanlywmili Anpakcun. —— 
lloaxopuukb Tait ukencs repuory Hpwracreapckomy. Mockra. 14 oxtadpa 
(25 oxta6pa).—Bosppamenie kanisepa 43% Jepepna Bb Mocesy. 

Obvacnenia J[ukeHca cb AMMD HacueTb UpoMemopia, NoxanHol = ,luKeH- 


COMB. . fe & pe €°m 
Hepaness » BeleHiA Abb pH pyceKOMb ABoph MyTeMb WolaqH MpoMe- 
Mopifi HAM MOCcpeACTBOMb MpOTOKOIOBh. . . . . 1 ee 


Onacenia becryaepa wacueTb Konia Cenarcraro ykasa, cooOmenHod HM 
I 6 Kia s ee REM Me eS ee ef 
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lepnors Hbwracteancrifi law |nsency. Yaiitroas. 26 onradpa. —hopoap 
HOAACTH 3HATh YACIO PYCCKAXD BOCK, PachOIOReHHbIAD BD -LMpIAH iA 
lepuort Hpwracreanesifi Taw lugency. Vaiirroap. 6 noabpa.—Coebataia 064 
abbarh Manoperh, oripabsabiemcad, 10 Hopyyenin Upyeckaro Kopoad, Gepes 
Kouesrarent bb Mocksy, ; % os Be se, ws 
foakosnnkb Tai [ukenct repnory HbiKxacteaneromy. Mockna. | noabpa 
(12 sos6pa).—Iloayyenie |[nkencomb anraifickaro ROHTpb-lipoekra, 0 YeMb 
OHD YBRIOMAAETS Kanlaepa 

lloxapD 3uMHarO [Bopla BB Mocest , 
lloakopnurt Taii ,lmkeneh repnory HbmKacreapekomy. Moecksa. 4 nonbpa 
(15 onsil PocylaphinaA Cama pykORO.HAa TyWeHieMb Momapa 
oakopunkt lai lukenep repuory Hbixacteanckomy. Mocksa. S Honbpa 
(19 son6pa).—llomaps opayAAnadb Gosbuoe He_oBoabeTBO Tip ABoph 
lloakosunrd Tait uxenes repnory HbwRacteabckomy. Mocksa. 1] nosbpa 
(22 sos6pa).—Raniaeph nasnaqnab Jenb /lwkeney Jaa neperopoposs . 
Hoakopnakt Tai j[akenct repnory Hbwracteabcromy. Mockea. 15 noabpa 
(21) nomOpa).-—lmkeneb YnTaeTD Kantiepy auraifickil KOWTPb-NpoeRTH Jo- 
roROpa HW CeKPeTHY CTATbHW, 

Raniisepb BblpamaeTh chow Jocaly W HeroloRanie 
oaxopnnke Tait [ukenet repuory Hpwracteapckomy. 1S nosdpa (20 Hoa 
6px).—O pyeckuxt pBotickaxh Bb dmpasnyin. 


lloakonankh Tai lugeneb repnory Hbwkacteaberomy. Mocksa. 22 wonbpa 


(5 Jekabps).—Onb oMbIb Konpepenii ch Kaulsepomb HW BHe-Kanile- 
pom. ue een , , 
oakopnnks Tali lakenes repnory Hbwracteancromy. Mockpa. 25 noabpa 
(4) qenabps).—Ba vem cocrosaa Kondepentis 

Orabrh Kanilsepa A Bille-Kantasepa 

Kannsept HeloyMbRacTb, Kakb YrowopuTh wAMucpaTpuly Ha wupAHaTie 
VCAOBIA, MpelloKenHbIXd KOposeM 

Pacuperbaenie pyccKHXb Bolickb Bb OaatifickoMb Kpah mM Bb 3aalHBXt 
0§1aCTAXD a ae , ' , . 4 sts 
lloakosuakb Tai [wxenes repnory HbwKkacteabekomy. Mocksa. 27 nonbpa 
(8 qena6pa).—llochaaeTh emy pacuperhaenie pyeckaxb Boiickt . 


[I puaoReuia. 


1. OOmee pacnperbsenie pycckaxd Bolick 
2. CUMCORD pYCCKAX BOCK, HaXolAMMXed Ha rpauAnaxd Kypadayin 


Anpasntia co BpemenH focabawuxs pacnpeabaenifi . . as 

Sauncka KacaTeAbHO NOIKCKRAXD ASAD Jaa NocaanunKa Ero Be. In4ecTBA 
BeanKoOpATanckaro Kopoaa T'aa ,luKeuca vid & 
lloakopunkt Tai Jugench repuory Hpwxacteanckomy. Mocksa. 29 Hoabpa 
(10 geka6pa).-—ugeneh coobumab Kanisepy useterie 0 npita1b abbara 
Muuopeta or i % x , 
lloakopaune [aii Junenes replory Hbloxacteabcrony. Mocksa, 2 Jerabps 











334. 


337. 


B38, 


OTP. 
(13 xena6pa).—Tenepaas bperaake yrosopaas renepaaa Aupakemna He 
coriamarbea Ha Upe_somenia anraifickaro Kopoaa ae ee 
Cropbamiii Asopent Bos0bnoBJeHb; HMLepAaTpULAa epehsmacTs Bb CBOH 
allapTaMeHThl : bc dhinnahe & oy, atte. >: OO 
report Hswexacreauexi®t Taw Sumesy, “Yaltvess. 14 xexa6pa.—Kopoap 
HHTepecyeTcad 3HaTb YHCIO pyccKaxb BOolicKD BL Anpanaiin . 538 
lloakopankd aii [akeach repyory Hbwxacteapcnomy. Mocksa. 6 pectin 
(17 xexa6pa).—A66arp Musopets npitxaas eb Ronenrareat ny 
Tepuort Hbwkacreascrifi [aw Jlugeacy. Yaiirroap. 18 arewabpa. ions 
HaxbetcA Ha GaaronpiaTan McXOXb NeperoBoposs en se ae 
lloskopnuks Tai lugencth repuory Htweracreapcnomy. Mocrsa. 9 jexabpa 
(20 xena6pa). Anpakenat o6bmaat Bpetaaky cocobcreoparb yeubxy ne- 
peroBopoBt . — 540 
lloakopuaRt Tail Semeony:s repuory : Manenemanent, Benes: 13 Aekabipa 
(24 xexa6pa).—Rondepeangia kannszepa cb AupakcanuMD . —" 54] 
lloakopuaARt T'aii Jukenct repyory Hpwracteabckomy. Mocksa.. 16 xexabpa 
(27 xexa6pa).—Hunepatpnia ne oTebuaeTb wa Oymarn, oepejannnia eli 
Kablllepom. pe FOE 28 er ' o41 
Ranusepb o Aupakcua> opuuian &b Osaronpiaraomy phmeniw . 542 
lloakopaukt Tait lukenct repnory HbwKacteabekomy. Mocgsa. 20 jenabpa 
(31 xeka6pa).—llpiews Bo BHOoBb oTcTpoenHoms ABopuh; wgency Kanyseps 
OObmacTh HallOMHATh BMMepaTpHYs O Npe_sowediaxd Koposgs. 542 
IIpeqnoasarawtca waMbuedia BD anraifickoMb KOATPh MpoeRTh 543 
bapont Boands repuory Hbwxactreapcnomy. C.-llerep6ypra. 30 gexabpa. 
IpenpopoxjaeTs nncbMo rpada becryxkesa Kb HeMy MH HpocnTs coobmars, 
WTO OTBhYATh eMY Kanlsepy 543 
[lPpHAOKEBIE, 
llucbmo rpaa A. Il. beeryaxesa 6apony Boabdy w3b Mocken ort JeKa- 
Opa 1753 rv. a eee eS 45—)544 
Bb HeMb Kavllsepb BbICKAsbIBAeCTh Aelasgie, te: Bb eayuat oTOsBAHIA 
laa /lugenca, 6nia% HasHayeHt Ba ero MBCTO NHO’kOBHEKD lopRb, cocToH- 
mii nocsanaucoma BB Taarb . . 544 
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Ne 1. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 28-th January (8-th February) 1750. 


Secret. Mylord. Having finished my separate letter by mentioning 
m-r Schulin, | must inform your grace in this secret one that I have had 
a long conversation with the chancellor about this gentleman. His excel- 
lency asked me, if | had wrote to your grace what he communicated to 
me, concerning the methods to be taken for ruining that minister's credit 
with the king, his master. I told the chancellor, | had; but could not help 
objecting to him that, in my humble opinion, the attack against that mi- 


nister would come much more properly from hence, as m-r Schulin had 
furnished them with several natural pretences to do it: First, the solemn, 
though false, assurances he had given them, in his danish majesty’s name, 
concerning the engagements he had led his master into with France and 
Sweden. Secondly, m-r Schulin’s villainous attempt to create jealousy and 
a misunderstanding between our courts by all the lies and inventions, 
that he communicated to m-r Titley, touching the pretended negotiation 
between the court of Denmark and this. And, thirdly, the treaty, concluded 
with the prince successor of Sweden about Holstein. 

The chancellor agreed. These were all very good and well-founded comp- 
laints; but his excellency still insisted on m-r Titley’s breaking the ice 
(as he culled it) with the grand marshal, m-r Moltke. He would likewise 
have His Majesty insinuate, that, if m-r Schulin be not removed, he 
would withdraw his guaranty of Sleswick and that they would, afterwards, 
combine and give Denmark jealousies about that article, on this side. 
And this I was desired to write to your grace, as an appendix to the 
chancellor's pecuniary scheme with the grand marshal, which I promised, 
| would do; and, as I find, he is entirely bent upon m-r Schulin’s ruin, 
if it can any way be brought about; I shall beg your grace to let me know, 


as soon as possible, His Majesty’s sentiments upon the expedients proposed 
1 











on \ ae 


by the chancellor, and in case they should not be agreable to His Ma- 
jesty if any others can be thought on, that will answer the same end. 
R. 22-th February by Kuoni, P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. % 60. 


Ne 2. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 3-d February o. s. (14-th February) 1750. 


Mylord. A little before I dispatched Kuoni, the messenger, on Tuesday 
last, I received the honor of your grace’s letters of the 2-d and 5-th past, 
o. s. with extracts of your grace’s orders to m-r Titley and of his let- 
ters to your grace; but, as the said messenger had been already detained 
too long, I would not let him wait till these letters were decyphered, 
but ordered him to depart and make all the diligence possible. 

Now I know the contents of your grace’s letters, I am glad to find 
that baron Korff had, at last, thought proper to make a confidence to 
m-r Titley of the orders sent to m-r Panin, concerning the convention. 
This court would have that of Stockholm come into about the present 
form of government in Sweden. I hope that my dispatch, by the mes- 
senger, will have set this affair in a clear light and convinced your grace 
that, if this measure was not communicated sooner to His Majesty, it is 
owing to the negligence and indolence and not the reservedness of this 
court, who certainly desire nothing more, than to act in every thing with 
the greatest sincerity and confidence towards His Majesty and the empress- 
queen. Therefore, lest baron Korfl should commit again the like mistake 
in being cold or reserved to m-r Titley, I shall take care to acquaint 
him, for the future, with the orders that may, from time to time, be 
sent to that minister from hence. What surprises me very much is that 
baron Korff let m-r Titley continue in the notion, that there is another 
negotiation depending, besides that about the convention, which, as your 
grace will have seen by my late letters, the chancellor absolutely denies. 

A few days ago, I received from m-r Porter a letter of the 19-th 
December, when things at Constantinople continued to have a favourable 
aspect, but, yesterday, as I dined with general Bernes in a very large 
company he whispered to me that he had, the evening before, received 
letters of a fresher date from Turkey, by the way of Vienna, which had 
brought him the disagreable news of the grand vizir’s being deposed and 
another put in his room, who was in the french interest. But this change 





will, 1 hope, have the less bad effect, as I can assure your grace, they 
are here in as pacifick a disposition, as the King can wish, and desirous 
and firmly resolved not to take the least step, with regard to the affairs 
of the north, without His Majesty’s advice and concurrence and, if they 
did so, in the instructions sent m-r Panin about the convention, your grace 
will have perceived, it was in order to justify, as well as they could, the 
last ill-judged declaration which they had caused to be made. 

A few days ago, arrived here count Lynar, his danish majesty’s mi- 
nister plenipotentiary to this court, and yesterday he had his first audience 
of the Empress, the great duke and great dutchess. Monsieur de Cheuses, 
whom count Lynar succeeds, took, at the same time, his audiences of leave. 
RK. 4-th. March P. R. 0. Russia, 1750. \ 60. 
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N 3. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 6-th February o. s. (17-th February) 1750. 


My lord. General Bernes, whom I have seen since my last, tells me 


he has received from Vienna his full power to accede to the act of His Ma- 
jesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746, in which he thinks his court has 
been a little too hasty and might as well have wailed, till they knew 
His Majesty’s sentiments upon the desire of this court to have this affair 
concluded and signed here, especially, as I find by letters from m-r Keith 
that they think this demand very ill founded at Vienna, for, as it is at 
the desire of the Empress that His Majesty has agreed to accede to this 
treaty, the King might have insisted that the affair might be done at his 
own court; but the paper your grace received by Kuoni, the messenger, 
and of which I have sent a copy to m-r Keith, will let His Majesty and 
the court of Vienna into the views of this court, in making such a de- 
mand. 

Audiences of the two danish ministers and a wedding, at which the 
great chancellor assisted yesterday, have prevented my seeing him since 
my last and having a little talk with his excellency, as 1 proposed, upon 
the ferment there seems to be, by m-r Titley’s letter to your grace, 
amongst the leading men at the court of Denmark and the critical si- 
tuation in which m-r Schulin finds himself at present; and knowing his 
opinion, how this incident-may be improved to the best advantage, but, 
by a message I had this morning from the chancellor, I expect he will 





appoint me to-morrow or next day. In the mean time, | am_ persuaded 
he will take occasion, from the above advice, to urge to me the neces- 
sity of losing no time in putting in execution his scheme with regard to 
m-r Schulin, and which is his constant theme, every time we meet. 

In reading over m-r Titley’s letter to your grace of the 30-th De- 
cember n. s., I fake notice of another reservation of baron Korfl’s, which 
I cannot account for, and is, that at the same time, that he communi- 
cated to m-r Titley the orders, he had to lay before the court of Den- 
mark a draught of the new memorial, which m-r Panin was to present 
at Stockholm, why he made a mystery to m-r Titley of the refusal, 
given by the court of Denmark, to join in the said memorial, which he 
had received long before then, as your grace will have seen by the copy 
I have sent you and the answer returned here by m-r Cheuses, the da- 
nish minister, by order of his court. Such equivocal proceedings will, I 
hope, appear very strange to the chancellor and engage him, as I shall 
insist on, to send the clearest and strongest orders to m-r Korff to hold, 
for the future, a more frank and open conduct towards His Majesty’s 
minister. 

This court has not, as yet, received any advice, from their minister, 
of the change that has happened at Constantinople, by the deposing of 
the old vizir and putting in another, but general Bernes tells me that, 
when he communicated it to them, they seemed to be very much sur- 
prised at this unexpected event. 

P. 8. There will be three mails due from England to-morrow. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. N 60. 


Ne 4. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. February 20-th. 1750. 


Sir. I acknowledged by Lamb, the messenger, your letter of the 
13-th past, since which | have been favoured with those of the 16-th, 
20-th and 23-d and have laid them all before the King. 

As I find, by the last of those dispatches, that the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef had delivered to you his remarks upon the project of His Majes- 
ty’s act of accession to the treaty of 1746, I am now in daily expectation 
of the arrival of the messenger, whom you proposed to dispatch to England, 
and I shall then lose no time in sending you His Majesty's sentiments 





upon that paper. In the mean time, as you will have seen by my seve- 
ral letters that His Majesty cannot admit of any alteration in the pro- 
ject of the act of accession, transmitted to you and to m-r Keith on the 
17-th of October last (a duplicate of which you will have received by 
Lamb), His Majesty hopes that you will have been able to bring this 
important affair to a final conclusion upon the text of your instructions, 
without waiting for an answer to the paper, delivered to you by m-r Bes- 
tuchef. 

You will have received, very fully, in my dispatches abovementioned 
His Majesty’s sentiments upon the present situation of affairs and upon 
the memorial given in by m-r Panin, as well as upon the subject of 
those delivered here by count Czernichew and, at Vienna, by count Bes- 
tuchef. | have wrote, in consequence, to m-r Keith and, as soon as I 
have an answer from Vienna, the King will direct a final one to be given 
to count Czernichew’s memorial, in which, | do not doubt, but the court 
of Vienna will concur, and which will be agreable to what I have men- 
tioned to be His Majesty's sentiments, in my letter apart, by Lamb. 

1 shall send you, by the next post, an account of a very material 


discourse which m-r Puyzieulx has had with the earl of Albemarle, re- 
lating to m-r Panin’s memorial, and, also, particular answers to the 
several points, mentioned in your late letters. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 
Ne 60. 


N 5. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. February 23-d. 1750. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 received yesterday, by Kuoni, the mes- 
senger, the favor of your letters of the 28-th past, with the several me- 
morials and papers, inclosed in them, all which I have laid before the 
King; and, though I have but just had time to run them over cursorily, 
His Majesty has ordered me to take the first opportunity of repeating to 
you his sentiments upon the two material points, which make the sub- 
ject of those dispatches: viz-t, His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 
1746 and m-r Panin’s memorial and that delivered here by count Czer- 
nichew, in consequence thereof. 

As to the first, it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should declare 
to the chancellor Bestuchef, that the King will not admit any alteration 
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in the draught of the act of accession, transmitted to you in my letter 
of the 17-th of October last, a duplicate of which I sent you by Lamb, 
the messenger. 

You will have seen, by all my letiers to m-r Keith and yourself, 
that it was never proposed that His Majesty should extend his engage- 
ments to the Empress of Russia by his accession, beyond those, contained 
in the treaties of 1741 and 1742; and, as to the secret articles, no men- 
tion was ever made to the King that there were any such articles at 
the time, that His Majesty’s accession to this treaty was first asked in 
1746; and, for that reason, as well as from the contents of those articles, 
the King is determined to take no part in them. The court of Vienna has 
been so sensible of the force of this argument, that the empress-queen 
has not only, herself, agreed to the form, proposed for His Majesty’s acces- 
sion and to the declarations, that are to accompany it, but count Uhlfeld 
did also acquaint m-r Keith that the court of Petersburg would consent 
to what should be agreed, between His Majesty and the empress-queen, 
upon this head. 

To cut short, therefore, any farther reasoning upon this matter, 
it is the King’s pleasure that you should declare to the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef, in plain and express terms, that, to give the two empresses the 
strongest proof of His Majesty’s earnest desire to unite and connect him- 
self, the most intimately, with them, the King had agreed to accede to 
the treaty of 1746, according to the form transmitted to you, but that 
His Majesty could not, on any account, consent to any variation from 
that form; that no mention, or communication, was made to the King of 
any secret articles, when His Majesty’s accession was first desired to 
the treaty of 1746; that, for that reason, as well as from the subject 
matter of those articles, His Majesty was determined to take no part in 
them; and, therefore, had directed you, in case the accession took place, 
to make the declaration in writing, transmitted to you for that purpose; 
that, if the Empress of Russia did not think fit to accept His Majesty’s 
accession to the treaty of 1746 upon these conditions, there was an entire 
end of that whole transaction. 

The chancellor Bestuchef will consider, whether he will reject a mea- 
sure, founded on such solid principles, because the King will not comply 
with such absurd and extravagant demands; for nothing, surely, can be 
more properly said to be so, than the supposition that His Majesty could 
be induced to stipulate his contingent, in consequence of His Majesty’s acces- 
sion, at 300.000 pounds, and to give a subsidy of 150.000 pounds, per 





annum, for the maintenance of an army of 30.000 Russians in Livonia. 
And you aré not to expect any farther directions from the King upon 
this head, His Majesty having taken his resolution upon it, from which 
he will not depart. 

As to the second point, viz-t what relates to m-r Panin’s memorial 
and that presented here by count Czernichew, I cannot avoid observing 
that the King was a little surprised that you should have made no other 
. reflection upon that transaction, than that it had not been previously com- 
municated to the King, when you must have known, how very contrary 
such a step was to His Majesty’s sentiments, and, particularly, when you 
must have seen, by my letter of the 12-th of September last, that His 
Majesty was of opinion that, if nothing farther could be obtained, the 
court of Russia should acquiesce in the assurance given by the last de- 
claration, published by the king of Sweden. z 

You will, however, have been fully apprised of His Majesty’s senti- 
ments upon this memorial, by my letter of the 9-th instant by Lamb, and, 
though the King may not give a formal answer in writing to the court 
of Russia, till His Majesty can have consulted the empress-queen, accor- 
ding to m-r Richecourt’s proposal, yet, that. the court of Petersburg may 
not remain in doubt with regard to the King’s opinion upon this point, it 
is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should forthwith declare to the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef (and, even, give it in writing, if desired), that the King 
was extremely sorry for the memorial, presented by m-r Panin, of which 
His Majesty had not, till within these few days, any authentick notice 
from the court of Russia, that, considering the present dispositions and 
what had already passed upon that subject, the King thought no good 
effect could arise from such a measure; on the contrary, that it might 
sive eccasion to disagreable replies, which might be attended with bad 
consequences; that, as the King, from the beginaing, had always discou- 
raged the court of Russia from taking any step that might endanger the 
peace and tranquillity of the north and had declared the impossibility of 
His Majesty’s joining therein; His Majesty did now, in consequence thereof, 
direct you to declare, in form, to the court of Russia, that the refusal, 
on the part of Sweden, to consent to what is desired in m-r Panin’s me- 
morial, cannot be looked upon, as an act of offence or aggression in Swe- 
den, sufficient to authorise the Empress of Russia to proceed to hostili- 
ties against that crown, or entitle her to the assistance of her allies, sti- 
pulated in their defensive treaties with Russia; and, consequently, that 
His Majesty cannot admit the casus foederis to exist (as seems to be 
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desired by count Czernichew’s memorial), if, on a refusal on the part of 
Sweden, to comply with what is desired by m-r Panin’s nftemorial, the 
russian troops should invade any part of the swedish dominions and be 
opposed, by the Swedes, in such an attempt. 

M-r de Mirepoix, the french ambassador, has communicated here co- 
pies of m-r Panin’s memorial, of a paper unsigned, left by m-r- Panin 
with the swedish ministry, of the answer returned by the king of Swe- 
den and of an answer given to m-r Panin’s unsigned paper. . 

M-r de Puyzieulx has, also, talked, very strongly, to the earl of 
Albemarle upon this occasion and has given him plainly to understand 
that, if Sweden is attacked, by Russia upon this pretence, France and 
Prussia are determined tv assist Sweden, to the utmost. Denmark, possibly, 
may do the same, as the Ottoman Porte, in all probability, will, if the 
Russians give them such an handle, especially since the late alteration 
of the ministry there. 

Count. Bestuchef will see, by all, that you must have said to him, 
in consequence of my former letters (and, particularly, by that of me 
9-ih instant, by Lamb) and by the formal declaration, which you are now 
directed to make, that they can have no assistance from the King. Aud, 
by all my letters from m-r Keith and by count Richecourt’s discourse 
here, | have very good reason to believe that the court of Vienna is 
exactly in the same way of thinking, with His Majesty, upon this sub- 
ject. And, therefore the King is persuaded that the Empress of Russia 
will not proceed to execute any threat or menace, which may either be 
directly expressed or infered from m-r Panin’s memorial. And the King 
is confirmed in this opinion from the declaration, made by the chancellor 
Bestuchef to the earl of Hyndford (of which his lordship gave an account 
in his letter to me, of the 11-th of September), that the Empress of Rus- 
sia’s resolution is that since her allies, and particularly the King, dis- 
approve of her taking any schemes to prevent the change of the form 
of government in Sweden, that might make her appear as the aggressor, 
She is determined to keep her troops under arms within her own fron- 
tier, without committing the least hostility, even though the news of the 
death of the king of Sweden should prove true and that the successor 
should actually change the form of government, till she shall. have con- 
sulted with her allies and taken measures, in conjunction with them, for 
the security of the peace in the north. 

And | must here observe to you that His Majesty thinks that the 
memorial, presented by m-r Panin, without the knowledge or participation 
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of the King or the empress-queen, was a step not very consistent with 
this declaration. And I may also acquaint you that, as His Majesty and 
the empress-queen thought it, for the publick service and for the honor 
of the Empress of Russia, that that declaration should be communicated 
to the court of France, the King has been very much surprised to hear 
from thence that the court of Russia has denied the having made any 
such declaration. 

You will see an assertion in the swedish answer to m-r Panin’s me- 
morial, that the treaty of Nystadt (upon which the court of Russia found 
their pretensions of interfering, with regard to the form of government 
in Sweden) does not exist; and this they would prove, not only from the 
contents of the treaty of Abo, but, also, from the protocol of the confe- 
rences of the plenipotentiaries, who made that treaty, whereby they say, 
it appears, that it was proposed that the seventh article of the treaty 
of Nystadt should be renewed; but that it was absolutely and finally re- 
fused. | beg, you would let me know the truth of this fact and how the 
state of the case is; though, which ever way it comes out, it can make 
no alteration in His Majesty’s resolution, nor in the declaration that you 
are directed to make. | 

Upon the whole, you will in a strong serious manner show the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef the great danger, there is, that the Empress of Russia 
may find herself engaged alone in a war from incidents which are neither 
of importance enough of themselves to occasion it, nor may even have 
been thought, by the chancellor, sufficient to have produced it; and the- 
refore the greatest care ought to be taken to prevent it. 

I must defer, till another occasion, the sending you any answer to 
the points, relating to Denmark, Saxony and the Ottoman Porte. I have 
only the King’s commands to acquaint you that, in the present circum- 
stances, His Majesty cannot make any alteration in the refusal, already 
given to count Flemming, of a subsidy to be granted to the king of Poland. 

You will not be surprised that this letter is wrote, in so positive 
& manner, in answer to the voluminous and unexpected representations of 
the court of Petersburg. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. & 60. 


Ne 6. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 13-th February o. s. (24-th February) 1750. 
_ My lord. Since my last, which was of the 6-th instant o. s., I have 
not been able to see the chancellor at his own house; every little holiday 





being, it seems, a pretence to the ministers here not to listen to any bu- 
siness, some days before or aftter; they had too good an one not to make 
use of it on the great-dukes birth day, which was last saturday, on — 
which occasion there was a ball and a great supper at court. By the 
message I had, however, from his excellency, which | mentioned to your 
grace in my last, I thought he would have been glad to speak to me on 
his own account, and to clear up a little point of jealousy, his secretary 
having told me, by his order, that count Czernichew had wrote to the 
college of foreign affairs, here, that your grace had put into my hands, 
for the information of this court, all the papers, relating to the negocia- 
tion His Majesty had caused to be set on foot, at the court of Denmark, 
in order to prevent the alliance his danish majesty has entered into with 
France, at which, it seems, the chancellor is a little surprised, as I had 
told him that my orders were to make this communication to the Empress 
of Russia and him, the chancellor, only, which are the words in your 
grace’s letter of the 15-th August last, to m-r Keith; the chancellor would 
therefore have me, since your grace has mentioned these affairs to count 
Czernichew, draw up this communication, in some shape or other, to be 
laid before the college of foreign affairs, which, when I see his excellency, 
I shall tell him, I am not at liberty to do, your grace having expressly 
enjoined m-r Keith to give no copy, nor suffer one to be taken, or any 
thing to be put in writing from the communication he was directed to 
make. As your grace will have observed by some cautions | have already 
given you, at the chancellor’s desire, that count Czernichew is not in the 
chancellor's favour and contidence, I believe the chancellor could wish you 
would not speak to count Czernichew upon any business, but such as your 
grace will find he has in command from hence. 

If to-morrow’s posi brings me any letters from your grace, I shali take 
that pretence to desire, again, the chancellor to appoint me an hour to see him. 

Your grace will hardly believe that, though I have often mentioned 
to the chancellor the orders I had to make to him the abovementioned 
communication, he has not given me yet an opportunity to do it, but 
in a very loose and general manner. 

The polish resident, who is charged with marshall Saxe’s affairs and 
lay ill at Moscow, arrived here a few days ago and appears at curt. 
I shall, therefore, enquire if general Bernes and monsieur Swartz have 
received the orders they expected, concerning count Biron, that we may 
execute them as soon as possible. R. 10-th. March P. R. O. Russia. 
1750. N 60. 





N 7. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. February 27-th. 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. Having sent you His Majesty’s commands, very 
fully, upon every thing relating to m-r Panin’s transactions at Stockholm, 
and .to m-r Czernichew’s memorial presented here in consequence of them, 
I am, now, to return you answers upon some particular points contained 
in your former letters. 

His Majesty observes that the chancellor Bestuchef had absolutely 
denied, not only the having refused to give any further communication to 
His Majesty of the negotiation, said to be carrying on between Russia 
and Denmark, but also the reality of such a negotiation. However that 
may have been, it is now over, and I am apt to believe that m-r Bes- 
tuchef flattered himself with more compliance on the part of m-r Schulin, 
than he has since found; which, probably, was the reason that m-r Pa- 
nin’s memorial was communicated to Denmark only, before it was deli- 
vered. The King is no stranger to m-r Schulin’s principles, nor to the 
unhappy influence he has over the king, his master, as you will have 
seen by all that I have wrote to you by the King’s order. But His Ma- 
jesty knows too well the inclinations and dispositions of the several per- 
sons of credit in the danish court to imagine that it is possible, at pre- 
sent, to engage the grand marshall Moltke to take any part against m-r 
Schulin, with whom he has been, of late, very intimatly connected and 
by whose means he has been brought entirely into the french system; 
and, therefore, that thought cannot in the King’s opinion produce the 
effect proposed, neither does His Majesty think that it is at all proper 
to m-r Titley to begin the attack. 

Russia has been long in close connection with Denmark, and that, 
even since His Majesty’s offers were lately refused by his danish majesty. 
If, therefore, m-r Bestuchef has now found out that wrong representations 
have been made to the Empress of Russia by m-r Schulin and that, at 
the same time that he professed keeping up a good correspondence with 
Russia, he was carrying on quite opposite schemes; it is the business of 
m-r Bestuchef to direct baron Korff to lay that in a proper manner before 
the king of Denmark. That will come with weight and may produce a 
good effect; and m-r Titley will not fail to give baron Korff all possible 
assistance in the execution of such orders. 





M-r Titley is, himself, sufficiently informed of m-r Schulin’s procee- 
dings and will be glad of any opportunity to second the russian minister 
in giving the king of Denmark a proper notion of them. But I very much 
fear, whether any measure of this kind, however desirable, will be likely 
to succeed. : 

As to m-r Bestuchef's desire that His Majesty should have a minister 
in Sweden, it was, in a great measure, out of regard to the interests of 
the common cause that His Majesty refused to receive two swedish ministers, 
that were named to come hither; and the King does not well see, how he 
can send a minister to Stockholm, till a proper person is named to come 
from thence to His Majesty's court. You know, there is a person in Swe- 
den who keeps a constant correspondence with me. I cannot say, any 
great advantage arises from it; however, we hear something, by that means, 
of what passes; and | wish, he were more regular, than he is in his 
letters. 

His Majesty has a real regard and compassion for senator Akerhielm, 
who, probably, had some assistance from you, whilst you were at Stock- 
holm. As to the allowing him a yearly pension, | cannot yet say any 
thing to it. It will be soon seen by the turn that things will take, how 
far he will stand in need of it and what real advantage will be obtained 
by it. 

I have an account from the earl of Hyndford, by the post that came 
in yesterday, that he was actually on board the yacht at Helvoetsluys 
and should sail for England with the first fair wind. As soon as he arrives, 
I will not fail to speak to him about the presents desired for the rus- 
sian general and the others mentioned in your letter. 

The King observes that a great deal is said in m-r Bestuchef's re- 
marks relating to a contingent to be furnished by His Majesty, as elector, 
and a great disinclination show’d to give the declaration proposed relating 
to the King’s german dominions. 

As that declaration is in itself so just, that the court of Vienna imme- 
diately came into it, His Majesty cannot but be a little sensible of the 
difficulties made by m-r Bestuchef upon it; and the King is persuaded 
that, upon your farther representations, they will be removed, especially 
as in case the King takes these engagements, as King, His Majesty must 
necessarily follow, as elector, and, therefore, if the King’s german domi- 
nions are attacked, ew haine of his accession, His Majesty is entitled to 
the assistance of the contracting powers in that treaty. 

Since my last letter, I have seen an extract of the protocol of the 
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conferences at Abo. It is in two places expressly said that the swedish 
ministers refused to renew the 7-th article of the treaty of Nystadt, as 
not being applicable to the circumstances of that time and that the rus- 
sian plenipotentiaries acquiesced in that refusal. The clearing up of this 
fact which will be, by no means, agreable to the court of Russia, is the 
consequence of m-r Panin’s last memorial. 

You will have seen, by the earl of Hyndford’s letter to me, of the 
11-th of September last, that the Empress of Russia expressly promised 
the King to take no step, without previously communicating it to His Ma- 
jesty and the empress-queen. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 60. 


N 8. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 17-th February o. s. (28-th February) 1750 


My lord. On Wednesday last I had a message from the chancellor, 
desiring to speak with me, which was, as | expected, about what your 
grace had said to count Czernichew concerning the communication, I had 


to make of all that had passed with Denmark to prevent that court’s 
eniring into new engagements with France. The chancellor told me that 
since your grace had mentioned these transactions to count Czernichew, 
and that the college of foreign affairs here, to whom he had wrote about 
them, expected a communication of them, he could wish I would draw 
one up in writing, in which I might leave out what I thought proper, 
and he pressed this so earnestly upon me, though I read to him the article 
of your grace’s letter to m-r Keith forbidding any written communication 
to be given, that, I said, I would see what I could do. On my return 
home, where, having since read all those papers over again, I have wrote 
to the chancellor that it was impossible for me to comply with his excel- 
lency’s request without new orders; and that I would write to your grace | 
upon that subject by this post. As I expected, when I went to the chan- 
cellor, that he would give me time to make this communication to him, 
I had brought with me the copy of your grace’s letter of the 15-th 
August to m-r Keith and of all m-r Titley’s letters to your grace con- 
cerning this negociation, but I had scarce been a quarter of an hour 
with his excellency, but general Bernes, whom he had likewise appointed, 
came in; so that I was obliged to refer this again to another opportunity; 
I have often complained to general Bernes of the difficulty I found to get 
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ithe chancellor to allow proper time to explain and lay before him, clearly, 
several affairs | had in command, but he tells me, there is no help; that 
it was his case as well as mine, and had been the earl of Hyndford’s, 
who, he doubted not, had informed your grace of it. 

During the short time I was with the chancellor, I took, however, 
an opportunity to talk to him about the ferment there seemed to be amongst 
the ministers in Denmark, and he told me that he had the same advice, 
and, as | expected, urged the necessity of putting in execution, as soon 
as possible, his scheme against m-r Schulin. The chancellor acquainted 
me, at the same time, that being informed that count Lynar, the here danish 
minister, was no friend to m-r Schulin, who had opposed his being sent 
hither, he, the chancellor, asked him, the last time he saw him, if he 
could not take upon him to write to the king, his master? To which court 
Lynar had answered shrugging up his shoulders that he might do it, but 
that things, at present, were upon such a footing at his court, that he 
did not care to venture upon such a step; whereupon the chancellor said 
to him, he might write to m-r Schulin and let him know that by the 
measures he had drawn the king, his master, into, neither our court, 
nor this, could have any confidence in him; that he thought his danish 
majesty’s true interest lay. in quite different engagements from those he 
had lately contracted with France; but since the latter had been preferred, 
count Lynar might assure m-r Schulin that if, on the one hand, this court 
did not mean to run away from that of Denmark, so, on the other, they 
would not run after it. 

The chancellor told me, he had and would send again the strongest 
orders to baron Korff to act in the most contidential manner with m-r 
Titley; but he desires m-r Titley may, at the same time, have the like 
orders with respect to m-r Korff. 

I am now, at the chancellor’s particular desire, to caution your grace 
not to talk to count Czernichew upon any business, but just such as you 
will find he is charged with from hence. I could not help saying to the 
chancellor, upon this occasion, that it were to be wished there was in 
England a minister in whom he could put more trust; to which the chan- 
cellor answered I was in the right, but he would tell me in confidence 
that the Empress had as great a dislike to count Czernichew, as he and 
did not care to have him under her eyes here; therefore, that he must 
stay where he is, till they could send him to some other court. 

Monsieur Gollz, the king of Prussia’s envoy extraordinary to this 
court, who has been this long time in a very deep decay, is recalled; 





and he is to be succeeded by monsieur Wahrendorff, the prussian secré- 
tuire de légation, who has received his credentials as menestre chargé 
Waffaires. RB. 13-th March. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. & 60. 


Ne 9. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 20-th February o. s. (March 3-d) 1750. 


My lord. The day before yesterday 1 received the honor of your 
grace’s letter of the 26-th of January, with the copys of m-r Keith's 
letter to your grace and of your grace’s letter to m-r Keith inclosed. | am 
surprised to the last degree to find by the latter that count Czernichew 
had not yet communicated to your grace the rescript sent to him, concer- 
ning the convention m-r Panin, the russian minister at Stockholm, has 
orders to propose for removing all jealousies about the supposed intention 
of changing the present form of government in that kingdom, the chan- 
cellor having told me, if I understood him right, that he had transmitted 
the said rescript to count Czernichew, before he left Moscow. But, let who 
will be in the fault, your grace must have received it at present by Kuoni, 
the messenger, together with the chancellor's private thoughts upon the 
affair of His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746. And, as I may 
now expect, in a few weeks, His Majesty’s orders upon those dispatches, 
I shall delay till then, mentioning any thing to the chancellor of what 
your grace is pleased to write to me, in your abovementioned letier, upon 
the hint he let drop to me in my first interview, concerning an exten- 
sion of His Majesty’s engagements. In the mean time, | must, however, 
observe to your grace, that though count Uhlfeld told m-r Keith that this 
court would be satisfied to accept His Majesty’s accession, in the manner 
that should be agreed upon between His Majesty and the empress-queen, 
yet he must have known something of the attempt they intended to make 
here to obtain a subsidy, as I have reason to believe. General Bernes was 
no stranger to it, when he dispatched to Vienna the courier, giving an 
account of this court's desire to have the act of accession signed here; 
and I believe, your grace will find that m-r Richecourt will have orders 
from his court to use his best endeavours to bring our’s into the chan- 
cellor’s way of thinking. (The following lines are nulls). 

[7 blank lines}. 

With regard to the affairs of Denmark, I hope that my dispatches. 
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by Kuoni, will have set them in a clear light and convinced your grace 
that there never was any other negotiation between that court and this, 
than what related to his danish majesty’s concurrence to the convention, 
lately proposed to Sweden and which Denmark has absolutely refused, 
as your grace will have seen by the answer returned to baron Korff; so 
that it is not to be wondered, if the chancellor was not clear and open 
upon a thing he knew nothing of. The court of Sweden has returned no 
answer yet to the abovementioned convention, nor do they expect here, 
it will be a favourable one; therefore, when it comes, I will use my 
endeavours to persuade the chancellor to let this affair rest, as it is; and 
I hope, he will agree to it. 

P. S. 1 am just now informed that the answer of Sweden to the 
convention proposed by this court is arrived and consists iu a flat refusal. 

R. 16-th March. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 60. 


Ne 10. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. March 6-th. 1750. 


In cypher to the end. Sir. I received yesterday the favor of your 
letters of February the 3-d and 6-th and laid them before the King. 

You will have had His Majesty’s thoughts upon the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef’s proposal, relating to m-r Schulin, in my letters of the 23-th and 
27-th past. Though the king extremely wishes any method could be found 
out of preventing the unfortunate influence which he has in his danish 
majesty’s councils, the King thinks that that suggested by m-r Bestuchef 
can by no means succeed, and His Majesty does not think proper that 
m-r Titley should be the first mover in it. 

I have little to add to what I have lately wrote upon the affairs 
of the north. The King is very glad to find that you are of opinion that 
the court of Petersburg is so pacifick; and that the Empress of Russia 
will take no step with regard to Sweden without previously concerting 
it with the King. The late appearances do not favour that opinion in either 
respect. The substance of m-r Panin’s memorial and the presenting it 
without giving His Majesty any notice of it, till it was known all over 
Europe, neither show any real disposition to peace or a. fixed resolution 
to concert any thing previously with the King. However, I hope that, 
for the future, it will be otherwise, and that, in consequence of His Ma- 
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jesiy’s advice and the declaration you are directed to make in the King’s 
name, the Empress of Russia will determine to avoid all acts of hostility 
and not to suffer her troops to enter Finland on any account; which must, 
in the present circumstances, be looked upon as the beginning of an ho- 
stility. 

There are some loose indications of a disposition in the court of 
Sweden to come to an accommodation with Russia, by the means of His 
Majesty and the empress-queen. The King cannot yet make any certain 
judgement about it. But His Majesty and the empress-queen will neglect no 
opportunity of doing every thing on their part that may promote and 
secure the peace of the north. And I hope that m-r Bestuchef will not 
put that out of their power by any hasty, unadvised step, of which the 
court of Russia may be the first to repent. 

Notwithstanding all that you have sent, relating to His Majesty’s 
accession and the wild proposals of the chancellor Bestuchef, I will still 
flatter myself that every thing will be coucluded upon the foot that was 
transmitted from hence, as soon as you shall have received your full po- 
wer. | hope general Bernes has had orders to support the form of acces- 
sion which his court had so readily and so satisfactorily agreed to. 

I am sorry to find, by a letter which I received on Sunday last 
from m-r Keith, that count Uhifeld gives a little too much into the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef’s wild notion of a subsidy from His Majesty for main- 
taining a body of russian troops in Livonia. M-r Keith will, however, have 
seen that His Majesty has given an absolute refusal to it, I having sent 
him copies of all my letters to you. 

The court of Vienna seem also to complain a little of the paper given 
in by you to mr Bestuchef, for which you had no orders; and I must, 
for the future, warn you against giving any thing in writing without His 


- Majesty’s direction, as they always make an ill use of it. If it was 


right, in this case, to give any thing in writing (which, however, upon 
the whole I wish you had not done), | am sorry you mentioned count 
Richecourt’s name; for his frank concession to me, in a private con- 
versation, may do him hurt at his own court and at that of Petersburg; 
and, therefore, I must beg you would; for the future, avoid naming per- 
sons, unless where you are particularly directed so to do. P. R. O. Russia. 
1750. 60. 


to 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 24-th February (7-th March) 1750, 


My lord. On Thursday last I received the honor of your grace’s letters 
of the 30-th of January and 2-d of February and am glad to see, by 
the last, that His Majesty had thought proper that the departure of the 
messenger, who was to bring me a full power authorising me to sign 
the King’s accession to the treaty of 1746, should be delayed, till count 
Czernichew had received the crders he expected from hence; by which 
means, I hope, Kuoni, whom | dispatched from hence on the 30-th of 
last month, will arrive time enough for your grace to accompany the full 
power you intend to send me with proper orders and instructions upon 
the dispatches you will receive, by Kuoni, especially as your grace will 
have seen by all my late letters that no orders will be sent to count 
Czernichew, concerning this transaction, before His Majesty’s sentiments 
be known upon the alterations, proposed to be made by the great chan- 
cellor to the manner and form of His. Majesty’s accession. 

As I met, yesterday, general Bernes at the great chancellor’s, where 
we dined together, I took his excellency aside, and having asked him, 
if he knew any thing of the Empress of Russia’s having consented to accept 
of His Majesty’s accession, in such a manner, as should be agreed bet- 
ween the King and the empress-queen, he protested to me, he never heard 
of it, so that I find the court of Vienna has not received this advice from 
their ambassador, nor could he indeed well have wrote it since; as I have 
already observed to your grace, he must have had some knowledge, before 
he left Moscow, of the alterations the great chancellor proposed to make 
to His Majesty’s accession. This incident, small as it is, makes me_the- 
refore give a little credit to something m-r Schwartz, the dutch envoy, 
let drop to me, on his return from Moscew, as if he believed this court 
had been encouraged by that of Vienna to make a demand of subsidies. 

The company at the great chancellor's yesterdyy was too numerous 
to allow me an opportunity of talking to him about the answer he had 
received from Sweden, nor do I expect to be able to do it to-day, though we 
are to dine again together at the vice-chancellor’s, but I am informed, 
in general, that in this answer the court of Sweden say that the dignity 
and independence of the crown will not permit them to come into the 
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convention proposed by this court, nor have this court any pretence to 
desire it, as all the conditions of the treaty of Nystadt were annulled by 
the war, that since happened between the two crowns and which was 
ended by the peace of Abo, in which several articles indeed of the treaty 
of Nystadt were inserted and renewed, but not that relating to the pre- 
sent form of government, and, as to the Empress’s guaranty of the pre- 
sent succession, she had given it in the treaty of Abo, therefore it was 
needless to make a new convention about it. R. 20-th March. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. \% 60. 


Ne 12. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. March 13-th. 1750. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 have received, since my last of the 
6-th instant, the favor of your two letters of the 13-th and 17-th of 
February; both which I have laid before the King. 


I have, at present, no particular commands to send you from His 
Majesty; but I shall take the opportunity of a courier that count Riche- 
court will dispatch to Vienna, on Friday next, to transmit to m-r Keith 
a Jetier upon business of consequence; which he will be directed to for- 
ward to you, by the first courier, that shall go, from Vienna, to Peters- 
burg. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. 60. 


N 13. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 3-rd March o. s (14-th March) 1750. 


My lord. All the last week was spent here in feasting and diversions; 
and this, being the first week of lent, was begun, as usual, with praying, 
fasting and other acts of abstinence, so that, the ministers being invisible 
to every body, I had nothing to write your grace by the last post and 
should have had as little worth doing it by this, was it not to inform 
you that the night before last I received the honor of your grace’s se- 
veral dispatches of the 9-th February by Lamb, the messenger, together 
with a box containing His Majesty’s full power, authorising me to sign 
the act of His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746. 
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As [| happened to dine yesterday with general Bernes in the country, 
I delivered to him there a letter the abovementioned messenger had brought 
for him, and told him at the same time that I had received the full power 
I expected; so that, as we were now both duly authorised, I hoped no 
time would be lost in this negotiation, but that we should bring it to a 
conclusion as soon as possible, especially since it plainly appeared to me 
by my orders and instructions that His Majesty would not admit of any 
alteration, either in the project of His Majesty’s act of accession, or in 
either of the two secret declarations which had been approved of by 
his court. General Bernes very readily agreed to concur with me in any 
step that should appear the most proper to bring the chancellor to a speedy 
determination of this negotiation, and I am to go to general Bernes to- 
morrow, when we are to consult about the letter | am to write to the 
great chancellor, desiring a conference with him and general Bernes, as 
likewise about what we shall say to the chancellor, if (as 1 very much 
apprehend) he should be for delaying the conclusion of this negotiation, 
till | had received an answer to my dispatches by Kuoni. But as your 
grace very justly observes, the best way will be to cut the matter short 
by leaving the chancellor no manner of hopes that the paper I trans- 
mitted at his desire will make the King alter his mind with regard to 
the method in which His Majesty, from the beginning, proposed to accede 
to the treaty in question. R. 26-th March. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. X& 60. 


Ne 14. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whiteball. 16-th March 1750. 


Sir. M-r Klingraff, the prussian minister, some days ago, acquainted 
me that he had received orders from the king, his master, to make a 
verbal declaration to me upon the present situation of affairs between Rus- 
sia, and Sweden, which declaration (to the best of my memory) was to 
the following eflect, viz-t: 

’ «That all the powers of Europe being equally concerned in the pre- 
servation of the peace of the north, the king of Prussia would not defer 
opening himself in confidence to His Majesty upon the disputes between 
Russia and Sweden; that his prussian majesty had flattered himself (after 
the assurances lately given to France by the allies of Russia) that the 
court of Petersburg, being satisfied with what Sweden had done to tran- 
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quilise them, with regard to the supposed change of the form of govern- 
ment in Sweden, would no longer have the same apprehensions and that 
the demonstrations, occasioned thereby, would be discontinued. But that 
the memorial, delivered at Stockholm by m-r Panin in January last, was 
not only contrary to those assurances, but that it struck at the indepen- 
dence of Sweden by proposing conditions si humiliantes pour sa sou- 
veraineté, that Sweden could not accept them consistently with their inde- 
pendence and the dignity of their crown; so that his prussian majesty 
could not but applaud the answer, returned by the court of Sweden to 
m-r Panin, and flattered himself that all the allies of Russia (and _parti- 
cularly His Majesty) would employ their good offices and insist, in the 
strongest manner, with the court of Petersburg to induce them to be sa- 
tisfied with the said answer and to drop an affair the consequences of 
which might easily plunge the north in troubles and confusion, as his 
prussian majesty could not avoid fulfilling the engagements he had con- 
tracted with Sweden by the treaty of 1747 in case (contrary to expec- 
tation) Sweden should be attacked by Russia». 

I told m-r Klingraff that I would immediately give an account to 
His Majesty of what he had said to me and acquaint him, as soon as 
possible, with the Kings sentiments thereupon; which I have accordingly 
done by reading to m-r Klingraff inclosed paper, as the substance of the 
answer which His Majesty had directed me to return to the verbal de- 
claration he had made to me in the name of the king, his master. 

Cypher. You will communicate this letter and the paper inclosed to 
the chancellor Bestuchef, who, | am persuaded, will be entirely satisfied 
with the answer returned to m-r Klingraff, in which m-r Bestuchef will 
see a continuance of the King’s constant regard and attention to his allies, 
and that His Majesty is not disposed to show upon this occasion any 
extraordinary -complaisance to the king of Prussia; but that the King is 
determined to execute his defensive engagements to his allies, in case they 
are attack’d. 

I acquainted you, by my last, that I should have His Majesty’s 
orders to write to you by a courier that count Richecourt will dispatch, 
this night to Vienna. 

P. §. 1 am to acknowledge your letter of the 20-th past. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. Ne 60. 

Réponse lue & m-r de Klingraff le 14 Mars 1750. 

Le Roi m’a ordonné de vous dire, en réponse & la communication 
que vous m’avez faite hier, que les sentiments pacifiques de Sa Majesté 








i OD te 


sént bien connus par tout, et particuliérement en France; qu'il est notoire 
que Sa Majesté n’a eu nulle information du dernier mémoire de m-r Panin, 
que bien longtemps aprés qu'il Veut présenté; qu’au reste Sa Majesté s’en 
tient a ses premiéres déclarations, savoir qu'elle ne prendra part dans 
aucune guerre ou brouillerie, ol contre toute attente ses alliés seront les 
agresseurs, mais qu'elle ne manquera pas de remplir religieusement ses 
engagements défensifs envers eux, en cas qu’ils soyent attaqués. Copy sent 
to m-r Keith the 16-th. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. Ne 60. 


Ne 15. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 16-th March 1750. 


Most secret. Sir. 1 have receiv’d the favor of your letter of the 
and laid it before the King. 
I am, in the greatest confidence, to acquaint you that His Majesty 
has received certain intelligence from Paris that m-r Scheffer, brother to 
the swedish minister at the french court, has been very lately dispatched 


from thence to Stockholm, to procure the most authentick informations of 
the stale of their forces, the sentiments of the swedish ministers, as to the 
manner of employing them, and what assistance the court of Stockholm 
will ask of France and Prussia. — 

A plan being made upon this foot, m-r Scheffer is to proceed with 
it to Berlin and there to communicate it to the king of Prussia and to 
endeavour to get his prussian majesty to explain himself, in what manner 
he intends to assist Sweden and what he expects from France, in order 
to enable him to perform his engagements to Sweden and to pursue his 
own interests, without running too.great a risk. With this m-r Scheffer 
is to return to Paris, upon which the court of France will declare, what 
conduct they will hold; and it will be proposed to Denmark to enter into 
this concert with Sweden, France and Prussia. 

His Majesty has also been informed that the French are not without 
their suspicions, that the king of Prussia’s design may be to draw them 
in to go farther lengths, than they intend; and, therefore, they will be 
very positive in making the king of Prussia explain himself first. There 
are, also, other advices that his prussian majesty intends soon to publish 
a very strong declaration against Russia, in case the Ozarina should attack 
Sweden. 
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At the same time, that His Majesty, as a sincere friend and ally, 
has determined to communicate these intelligences to the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef (which you will do in a proper manner), it is His Majesty's plea- 
sure that you should, very strongly, inforce your former instances to 
prevent the Empress of Russia from beginning any act of hostility against 
Sweden, which the entering swedish Finland, with russian troops (though 
disguised under any colour or pretence), would certainly be, and that you 
should repeat the declaration, mentioned in my letter of the 23-d past, 
that, in such case, the King cannot assist the Czarina, or admit that. to 
be casus federis. 

The appearances, that there were some days ago, that the court of 
France has encouraged the swedish ministers uirderhand to apply to the 
King and the empress-queen, to employ their good offices with the court 
of Russia to prevent things from coming to extremities, and that some 
farther assurances might be given to the courts of London and Vienna, 
relating to the maintenance of the present form of government in Sweden; 
these appearances, | say, rather seem to abate, by the last letters from 
Paris, the french ministers talking of nothing, but that the court of Pe- 
tersburg should content themselves with the declarations, already made. 

I am surprised that chancellor Bestuchef should be alarmed with 
what count Czernichew has wrote about the danish negotiation with France, 
aud should think that it was necessary for you to give any. thing in 
writing, relating to it, It is His Majesty’s express order that you should 
give nothing in writing; and you may acquaint m-r Bestuchef that | 
should not have talked so freely to count Czernichew upon this subject, 
if that minister had not told me expressly that, on all points of secrecy 
and confidence, he wrote only to the Empress, his mistress, and the ehan- 
cellor Bestuchef; and I am not certain that he named the Empress. Ho- 
wever, I shall, for the future, be as much upon my guard, as I can; 
but you will observe to m-r Bestuchef that count Czernichew’s remai- 
ning here, upon that foot, will be of very little use. Most secret, by 
count Richecourt’s courier to Vienna. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 60. 


Ne 16. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 6-th March o. s. (17-th March) 1750. 


My lord. Yesterday morning, as | had agreed, the day before, with 
general Bernes, 1 wrote a short letter to the great chancellor, acquain- 
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ting him that a messenger being arrived from England, as he had seen, 

by the letters I sent him, on Friday last, from count Czernichew, | begged 
his excellency would appoint me the day and hour when | could have 
a conference with him and general Bernes, in order to communicate to 
his excellency the orders and instructions I had received, by the said 
messenger, concerning His Majesty's accession to the treaty of 1746 
and to the other matters of importance; in answer to which the chancellor 
sent me word, this morning, by his secretary that he had spent all the 
last week in his devotions and that the Empress having begun this week 
with her’s, which obliged him to a very close attendance on Her Impe- 
rial Majesty, it would not be possible for him to see me till next week, 
when he would not fait to let me know the day and hour. The same 
message has been sent to general Bernes, so that I have nothing else to 
do, but to wait the great chancellor’s leisure. 

By the time I shall redispatch Lamb, the messenger, to your grace, 
I hope to have collected all the informations that may enable me to send 
by him the accounts, His Majesty expects of the present situation of 
this court, the characters and credit of the mipisters and of every thing 
else that can give His Majesty a clear insight into their dispositions ete. 

(The three following lines are nulls). 

In the mean time, I may be bold to affirm to your grace that their 
chief and favourite object, at present, is a close union with the house of 
Austria and the maritime powers. | only wish that they may not, by 
weighing so scrupulously, as they do, the reciprocal advantages which 
will accrue to the respective partys by such an union, throw a little too 
many into their own scale. R. 31-st March. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. M 61. 


N 17, 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 10-th March o. s. (21-st March) 1750, 


My lord. Since my last I have heard, indirectly, that the great chan- 
cellor designed to call general Bernes and me on Monday or Tuesday next 
to. the conference I desired of him in consequence of the orders. I had 
received by Lamb, the messenger, and, as I think I see pretty plainly 
that he will be for delaying matters, till I have an answer to my dis- 
patches of the 30-th January, by Kuoni. 1 have to obviate all excuse 
or pretences got ready copies of the several papers to be left with him, 





concerning His Majesty's accession, as also a translation of part of your 
grace’s letters to m-r Keith and me of the 17-th of October last, con- 
taining the reason that induce His Majesty to take this measure; which, 
I find, is the only effectual way of doing business here; for what is said 
by word of mouth goes in at one ear and out at the other. 

General Bernes has promised to join with me, in the strongest re- 
presentations, to prevent any more time being spent in concluding this ne- 
gotiation, though I must not let your grace be unacquainted that, two 
days ago, the dutch envoy repeated to me again that these delays were 
owing to the court of Vienna, who, to please and flatter this court, had 
encouraged them to ask for subsidies; the truth of which your grace will 
easily find out, by the manner in which count Richecourt will speak to 
you, after he has received his orders upon the papers the great chan- 
cellor delivered to general Bernes and me. 

Not long since, arrived here the court of Vienna’s answer to the 
rescript, sent to the russian ambassador there, concerning the convention, 
proposed by this court to that of Sweden, with which they are not at 
all pleased and have desired another, which may be less prolix and proper 
to be laid before the college of foreign affairs, which this is not, as if 
refers to some secret promemorias, of which the Empress and the great 
chancellor only have any knowledge. This distinction between what is 
and what is not to be communicated to the college of foreign affairs, is 
the occasion of perpetual blunders and mistakes, and will continue to do 
so, if the chancellor does not get the Empress to explain herself clearly 
with regard to the affairs, she thinks proper to leave to his sole direction 
and those which shall be discussed and treated in the college, fur want 
of which the chancellor is obliged to have recourse to a thousand little 
intrigues, which confound and perplex things very much. The court of 
Saxony’s answer to the convention, proposed to Sweden, is likewise arrived, 
and with which this court is very well pleased; for it is said in it that, 
if contrary to expectation, the court of Sweden refused to come into this 
convention, proposed to them in so friendly » manner, his polish majesty 
would be ready, in that case, to enter into a new and farther concert of 
measures with the Empress of Russia; which answer, if it does not acknow- 
ledge, does not, they say, deny the casus federis. But notwithstan- 
ding all the reseripts, sent to London and Vienna about this point, 1 may 
continue to assure your grace that they are here in very quiet and pa- 
cifick dispositions and determined, I believe, to let all disputes with Sweden 
rest upon the last answer, returned by that court. Not long since I told 
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them, in a jocose manner, that I did not see, what harm an alteration 
in the present form of government would do them,- for had it not been 
for Charles the twelfth’s wild expedition, they would not have been masters 
of the fine provinces they are now in possession of. That I could assure 
them, there were a great many more Charles the twelfths in that country, 
and, if the projected change of government should happen, would be for 
a new war with Russia, in which case the casus federis would not 
only exist, but they would have a fair chance to get the remaiuder of Fin- 
land; to which the chancellor, smiling, answered he verily believed I 
was in the right. 

Though I doubt not but your grace will have received it from some 
other quarter, yet 1 herewith transmit to you a copy of the answer re- 
turned by Sweden to the new convention, proposed to them by this court. 

A few days ago baron Goltz, the prussian envoy, left this place. On 
his return home, he took his leave in writing, as his ill state of health 
did not permit him to stay till after easter, before which time he was 
given to understand, he could not have an audience. R. 3-d April. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Réponse de la part du roi au promemoria presenté par m-r de Pa- 
nin, envoyé extraordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté 
limpératrice de Russie. 


Sa majesté ayant fait faire ci-devant par son ministére 4 m-r de 
Panin, envoyé extraordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté ’Impé- 
ratrice de Russie, une déclaration également propre a prouver son amitié 
envers Sa Majesté I’'Impératrice de Russie et combien elle s’intéressait pour sa 
part au maintien de la tranquillité, elle n’a pu voir qu’avee regret que 
la dite déclaration n’ait point paru satisfaisante 4 Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de 
Russie pour calmer les appréhensions qu’on lui aura fait naitre au sujet 
de quelques troubles, dont le nord dat é@tre menacé. Sa Majesté ne peut 
cependant que s’y rapporter encore et ne saurait s’en départir, sans déroger 
a la gloire et & la dignité de la couronne. 

Sa majesté ne peut donc regarder que comme incompatible avec ce 
principe une nouvelle convention, par laquelle d'un cété la Suéde dat 
s’engager 4 ne rien innover dans la forme de son gouvernement, et de 
Pautre Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de Russie non seulement en garantirait la 
perpétuité comme en vertu de quelque obligation qui ddt résulter du 
7-e article du traité de Nystadt, mais se chargerait en méme temps d'une 
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garantie dco la succession établie en faveur de son altesse royale le 
prince suecesseur et ses descendants. 

Sa majesté n’a pu s’empécher d’observer que l'un et l'autre de ces 
points portent sensiblement sur l’arrangement intérieur dune couronne indé- 
pendante, lequel ne peut étre censé de la compétence d’aucune puissance 
étrangére. Sa majesté ne saurait méme accorder que le 7-e article du traité 
de Nystadt en fournisse un droit particulier & Sa Majesté I’Impératrice de 
Russie, mais quand il en serait autrement, sa majesté ne peut le regarder que 
comme entidrement aboli par un traité postérieur, qui ne l’a pas fait re- 
vivre ni en a constaié d’aucune fagon la validité. Sa majesté croirait 
méme ne pas différer dans ce point avec Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de 
Russie, puisqu’elle a jugé qu'il fat besoin d'une convention nouvelle 
pour lui rendre son authenticité. Sa majesté déclare au reste encore que 
les constitutions de la Suéde, les engagements solennellement contractés et les 
sermons de chaque particulier ont pleinement de quoi faire envisager comme 
vaine toute crainte que la forme du gouvernement pit étre exposée a 
aucune atteinte illégale, et doivent en méme temps rassurer Sa Majesté 
l’Impératrice de Russie sur une prochaine interruption de la tranquillité du 
nord. Mais si contre toute attente il pourrait en arriver autrement, ce se- 
rait le cas, ol la Suéde croirait pouvoir s: reposer (s'il en était besoin) 
sur l'assistance de ses alliés et de Sa Majesté I'lmpératrice de Russie en 
particulier, aprés une réquisition préalable et furmelle de la part de la 
Suéde. C’est cette réquisition, qui pourrait seule autoriser l’entrée de ses 
troupes et sans celle-la sa majesté ne saurait envisager autrement, qu'elle 
"a déja fait connaitre le cas, of Sa Majesté I’Impératrice de Russie 
leur ferait passer les frontiéres du royaume, savoir, comme une infraction 
oli la Suéde n’aurait 4 consulter que son indépendance et les lois d'une 
juste défense. 

A Végard de ce qui devrait faire le second objet de la convention 
proposée, sa majesté déclare qu'elle voit avec plaisir l’intérét qae Sa Ma- 
jesté I'Impératrice de Russie témoigne de prendre au maintien de la suc- 
cession qui se trouve heureusement établie. Elle ne hasarde méme rien en 
déclarant que son altesse royale le prince successeur en conservera le 
souvenir et le prouvera par tous les moyens possibles, mais sa majesté ne 
croit pas devoir craindre la circonstance, oi ce sentiment de. Sa Majesté 
’Impératrice de Russie pit étre mis a l’épreuve, qui ferait V’objet de la 
convention. L'amour des sujets que son altesse royale gouvernera un 
jour et 'hommage velontaire qu’ils lui ont rendu d’avance, sont des garants 
trop sdrs de leur zéle, pour qu’il ne soit méme injurieux de les mettre en 
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doute. Il ne le serait pas moins aux voisins de la Suéde de soupconner, 
quils puissent jamais enfreindre jusqu’a ce point les traités et ce que le 
droit de tous les peuples a de plus sacré, 

Si cependant de part ou d’autre il pouvait jamais y avoir a craindre 
pour cette succession, ce serait attaquer la Suéde par un endroit trop 
sensible et qui intéresse trop essentiellement le droit de tous les souve- 
rains, pour que sa majesté doive douter de l’empressement qu’aurait Sa 
Majesté I'Impératrice de Russie en ce cas de remplir ses engagements, dés 
qu'elle en serait requise indépendamment de toute autre convention. 

Sa majesté n’estimerait aucun lien de trop qui tendrait a Tl’affirmis- 
sement de la bonne intelligence entre les deux cours, si a I’égard des 
objets y proposés il était en soi-méme possible et s'il en était besoin; 
mais sa majesté ne révoquant aucunement en doute la sincérité des assu- 
rances que Sa Majesté l’Impératrice de Russie vient de lui faire donner 
de son amitié et de l'autre cété sa majesté et la couronne de Sudde ne 
respirant que le désir d’un bon voisinage, rien n’empéche plus que, de 
part et d’autre, on ne puisse se reposer sur la foi des traités déja conclus 
et prouver aux yeux de l'Europe le peu de réalité des soupgons qui se 
sont répandus sur les intentions respectives des deux cours et qui font 
également du tort aux sentiments. de Tune et de lautre. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. MN 61. 


N 18, 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 23-d March 1750. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. I received late on Tuesday night the favor 
of your letter of the 24-th past and laid it before the King. 

It is very immaterial, how far the court of Vienna was authorised 
fo answer for the consent of the Empress of Russia to the form of acces- 
sion, proposed by the King. His Majesty has acquainted both empresses 
that he cannot depart from that form, and indeed it is pretty extraordi- 
nary that all the difficulties should be made by the court of Russia, 
which was the first to propose and afterwards earnestly pressed His Ma- 
jesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746, 

One would rather imagine from such a behaviour that his accession 
had been originally thought of and earnestly requested by the King; the 
contrary of which you must know to be true. The chancellor Bestuchet 
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will consider, whether, because the King cannot consent to all his extra- 
vagant demands, he will obstruct and measure, which must be thought 
so advantageous for the preservation of that system, upon which the free- 
dom and independance of the powers of Europe may depend. 

It is so material to have the earliest information of the impression, 
which the swedish answer to m-r Panin’s memorial has made, that I can- 
not but be a little surprised that the post should go away without your 
having been able to get some information about if| Our accounts from all 
parts (viz-t France, Sweden, Denmark and Prussia) show, how salutary. 
and indeed necessary His Majesty’s advice is for the court of Petersburg 
not to take any hostile step or enter swedish Finland with their troops, 
on account of what has passed at Stockholm, and particularly of their 
refusal to consent to the convention, proposed by m-r Panin. 

The court of Vienna is certainly in the same way of thinking upon 
this subject with the King, as to the non-existence of the casus federis, 
and the absolute necessity of not proceeding to any voies de fait. And 
it cannot be expected that the empress-queen will or can give any 
assistance, if the court of Petersburg should be the first to begin distur- 
bances in the north. 

Baron Sohlenthal has received orders to make a declaration here that 
the king of Denmark is for accepting the assurances already given by 
Sweden, and previously to communicate his instructions to the french 
and prussian ministers here. 

Whatever the answers given by the chancellor Bestuchef to the 
several points, upon which you are directed to acquaint him with His Ma- 
jesty’s sentiments, may be, whether favourable or otherwise, it is the King’s 
pleasure that you should transmit them hither, as you receive them, that 
His Majesty may be the better able to judge of the real intentions of the 
court of Russia. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. XN 60. 


Ne 19. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 13-th March o., s. (24-th March) 1750. 


My lord. I have not yet been able to obiain the conference | desired 
of the chancellor, but 1 begin to hope, from a message | received from 
him yesterday, that, in a very few days, whether the answer to my 
dispatch by Kuoni comes or not, that we shall seriously set about the 
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business of His Majesty’s aceession and bring it to a speedy conclusion and, 
as immediately after, I shall redispatch Lamb, the messenger, | will 
reserve, for that opportunity, all I have to say upon the situation of affairs 
at this court. R. 8-th April. P. R. 0, 1750. N 61. 


Ne 20. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg 17-th March o. s. (28-th March) 1750. 


My lord. On Wednesday morning last I had a message from the great 
chancellor, letting me know that he expected to see me at his house 
about twelve o’clock at noon and that general Bernes would also be there. 
When I came and that we were all settled, I acquainted his excellency, 
as I had already done by letter and by one of his secretaries, with my 
having received a full power from the King, authorizing me, as the Empress 
had desired, to conclude-and sign here an act of accession on the part 
of the King to the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses; but in 
the very form and words of the project I had already communicated to 
him, to which His Majesty would, on no account, consent any alteration should 
be made; that I had therefore brought with me all the papers relating to 
this important affair and hoped, as His Majesty expected, that we should 
bring it to an immediate conclusion. The chancellor answered that the - 
Empress was to go, that day, to Czarko Sielo and that he and the vice- 
chancellor had orders to attend on Her Imperial Majesty there two days 
after, and as he should not be back till Sunday evening, we could not 
open the conferences before the beginning of next week. The chancellor 
let drop at the same time something about the time, when Kuoni left this 
place and that 1 might now soon expect an answer to the dispatches I had 
sent by him. I caf this matter short according to His Majesty’s commands 
and told the chancellor, he was not to hope His Majesty would consent 
to any alteration in the project that had been sent to me, therefore it 
was only losing time to wait for an answer to his paper of remarks; for, 
having, before he delivered it to me, hinted to my court what I thought 
would be the purport of it, from what he had said to me in some prece- 
ding conversations, your grace had, in plain and express terms, wrote to 
me that His Majesty would hear of no such extension to his engagements, 
so that it was now his excellency’s business to consider, if we should 
proceed to the completion of this salutary work or let it fall. The chan- 
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cellor, smiling, said, he did not intend any more time should be lost in 
this negotiation, and that I might depend upon it. General Bernes and | 
should be called to a conference with him and the vice-chancellor on 
Monday or Tuesday next, when they would receive and lay before the 
Empress all the papers I should deliver to them concerning this affair. 

This point being settled, and finding the chancellor did not speak one 
word to general Bernes, or me, about the answer returned by Sweden to 
the proposals about the new convention, though copies are handed about 
here, I told his excellency that, as he did not mention this answer to us, 
1 supposed it was not a satisfactory one; upon which the chancellor, 
alledging forgetfullness to be the reason of his silence, said, it was true 
they had received an answer, which, he said, was a civil one, but a flat 
refusal, and then told us, in general, the contents of it, from whence he 
inferred that it must now be plain to every body that they had a real 
design, in Sweden, to change their present form of government. | took this 
occasion to talk to the chancellor before general Bernes, in the sense and 
as near as possible, in the very words of your grace’s apart letter of the 
ninth past, by Lamb, declaring to him that the King would not, on any 
account, admit that this refusal could be looked upon as a casus foederis. 
I likewise observed t» him that, in my opinion, this answer of Sweden 
cleared the point; for, if the seventh article of the treaty of Nystadt had 
been omitted in that of Abo, they had lost all right to concern themsel- 
ves in their form of government. The chancellor did not entirely allow of 
this, pretending the whole treaty of Nystadt was confirmed in that of 
Abo, in which he is mistaken, for | have now both treaties before me 
and observe that not only the seventh article of the first is omitted in the 
cast, but that every article of the treaty of Neustadt, which was judged 
necessary or allowed to be renewed, is expressly named and recited in 
that of Abo. To all these arguments the chancellor seemed to yield 
and said that we might be assured, the Empress would undertake nothing 
that should make her appear as the aggressor and without consulting her 
allies, particularly His Majesty and the empress-queen, that he hoped, 
nevertheless, an answer would be returned to count Czernishew’s memo- 
rial. 1 assured the chancellor there would, a such, as would convince the 
Empress, how much the King had at heart her interests and prosperity. 
General Bernes joined in every thing | said, and we hope that we left 
the chancellor fully persuaded of the inconsistency and danger of pursuing 
any views or projects that may disturb the peace of these parts. 

On my return home from the chancellor, 1 found the honour of 





your grace’s letters of the 20-th and 23-d of February, the last of which 
acknowledges the receipt of my dispatch by Kuoni. By what goes before 
your grace sees the conferences upon the business of His Majesty’s acces- 
sion are to be held in the beginning of the next week with the two 
chancellors; and the orders contained in your grace’s letter of the 23-d 
past give me room to hope few objections will be made to the concluding of 
this affair, in the manner and form proposed by His Majesty, except one 
article, that is, the secret declaration to be given me concerning Hano- 
ver. As they are here for His Majesty’s acceding to the treaty in ques- 
tion, in quality of elector, as well as King, and though the empress-queen 
has agreed to this declaration and that general Bernes has orders to sign 
it; yet, | fear, they will object to me here that the King and the empress- 
queen, as members of the empire, cannot but be under some mutual and 
reciprocal engagements, which may remove any objection on the part of 
the empress-queen; but that it is not the same with this court, who has 
no engagement with His Majesty, as elector. By your grace’s separate 
letter, of the 7-th of October last, to m-r Keith, he was ordered not to 
refuse to accede to the treaty, in His Majesty’s name, if, contrary to 
expectation, the empress-queen or the Empress of Russia should not 
consent to give such a declaration; but, by your grace’s letter to me, of 
the 9-th past o. s., by Lamb, you are pleased to say, His Majesty will 
admit of no alteration in either of the two secret declarations, as well as 
the project of his act of allegiance. | shall, your grace may be assured, 
exert my utmost endeavours to prevail on this court to follow the example 
of the empress-queen in so reasonable and just a thing as this declara- 
tion; but if I do not succeed, I shall be in doubt what to do, though 
for fear of losing too much time, I believe I may choose to follow the 
orders sent to m-r Keith, as being clear and explicit, whereas your grace, 
in your letter of the 19-th past 0. s., says to me, a litile before you 
mention the two secret declarations, that you had not yet taken His Ma- 
jesty’s commands upon my letter of the 13-th January, giving an account 
of what had passed at my first conference with the great chancellor and 
general Bernes. 

I come now to that part of your grace’s letter of the 23-d past o. s. 
relating to m-r Panin’s memorial, and that presented in England by count 
Czernichew, by which I am sorry to see, those two memorials give such 
great alarms, as if they were the forerunners of troubles and distur- 
bances; of which we have not any the least notion here. This court’s prin- 
cipal view in taking this step was, first, as 1 have already acquainted 
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your grace, to come off with a little decency and dignity from the ill 
judged threatening declaration, they had caused to be made in Sweden 
of taking possession of Finland upon the present King’s death; and, se- 
condly, to make it plainly appear, by the refusal they expected would be 
given to the convention proposed, that they had a real design, in Sweden, 
to change their form of government, in both which they have succeeded; 
and general Bernes is fully persuaded, as well as I, that they are far 
from thinking, here, to commit any hostilities against Sweden; and, if 
they are so pressing with their allies to have them acknowledge the ca- 
sus federis, case of a refusal, on the part of Sweden, it is not that 
they believe it will exist, not even if the seventh article of the treaty of 
Nystadt was in force, since it plainly appears that article was chiefly 
intended to prevent Russia’s meddling in their domestick concerns; but 
because they would not be thought to be in the wrong in what they 
have advanced and insisted on, a human weakness too common and too 
well known. 

As to no previous notice having been given to His Majesty of this 
transaction, | am able to account for that, as well as the reserve baron 
Korff has shown, of late, to m-r Titley; for on speaking one day to the 
chancellor about the negotiation, His Majesty had set on foot, in Den- 
mark, and telling him that the King, not having thought it necessary to 
communicate it here, might give him room to believe, as I found he did, that 
the King came too late with his offers; the chancellor gave me plainly to 
understand that this was the reason of baron Korff’s reserve towards~ 
m-r Titley; that every thing ought to be upon a reciprocal footing, other- 
wise business could not be done; that baron Korff, as I desired, should 
have positive orders to behave with m-r Titley otherwise; but he expected 
m-r Titley should have orders to do the same with regard to baron Korff. 

General Bernés, as well as I, are very much surprised at the advice, 
your grace has received from France, that this court denied having made 
the declaration, the earl of Hyndford gave your grace an account of, in 
his letter of the 11-th of September; this piece of news must have been 
forged in France or Prussia; for, as general Bernes observed very pro- 
perly, the great chancellor repeated to us the same declaration, but in 
fewer words, on Wednesday last. Things here being, therefore, in such 2 
quiet and peaceable situation, general Bernes thinks, as well as I that we 
should not put them in an ill humour by dry and abrupt declarations; it 
will be time enough to come with them, if we see them inclined to 


change their present way of thinking, which, we are pretty sure, will 
3 
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not happen; and that all disputes with Sweden will end with the prudent 
and well judged answer, they have returned to m-r Panin’s memorial. These 
reasons will, 1 hope, make His Majesty approve of my not giving in the declaration 
1 am ordered to make, till we see some room or necessity for it, especially, 
since what I said to the chancellor, in the conference I had with him on 
Wednesday last, is much the same, as what I am ordered to declare, by your 
grace’s last letter of the 23-d of February. R. 9-th April. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. & 61. 


Ne 21. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 30-th March, 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. 1 received, on the 26-th instant, your letter 
of the 3-d and laid it before the King. 

His Majesty is very impatient for an account of what shall have 
passed between you and the chancellor Bestuchef, since he has received 
the swedish answer to m-r Panin’s memorial and the paper, given by 
count Jessin, in answer to the unsigned paper, delivered to him by m-r 
Panin. 

As you acknowledge the receipt of my several letters of the 9-th 
of February by Lamb, the messenger, you was then fully informed of 

-His Majesty’s sentiments, with regard to the accession to the treaty of 
1746 and m-r Panin’s late transactions at Stockholm and the memo- 
rials, presented by the russian ministers here and at Vienna thereupon; 
so that, I hope, your next letter will bring me an account of the reso- 
lution of the court of Petersburg upon the whole. You will have seen by 
my letter of the 23-d past that your voluminous dispatches, by Kuoni, 
had, by no means, made any alteration in His Majesty’s resolution upon 
either of those heads, but, on the contrary, that you were directed to 
declare to the chancellor Bestuchef (and even to give it in writing, if 
desired) that His Majesty could not admit the casus federis to exist 
in the several cases mentioned in that letter. 

The King is persuaded that, after the Empress of Russia has ma- 
turely considered that you have been directed to represent to her in the 
most friendly manner, Her Imperial Majesty’s resulution upou the whole 
will be agreable to what has been so earnestly recommended, both by the 
King and the empress-queen, and tv what appears by the earl of Hynd- 
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ford’s letter to me of the 11-th of September last, to have been declared to his 
lordship in the name of the Empress of Russia by the chancellor Bestuchef. 

Having received an answer from in-r Keith to my letters of the 13-th 
past, wherein I transmitted .to him copies of my dispatches to you, by 
Lamb, and having, also, had a very full communication, from count Riche- 
court, of the sentiments of his court upon what has passed at Stockholm, 
I find the empress-queen entirely agrees with the King relating to the 
conduct to be held by the court of Petersburg; and I send you a copy 
of a paper, which m-r Marshal, the imperial minister at Paris, has been 
directed to read to m-r Puyzieulx, though, I doubt not but yon will have 
had a communication of it from general Bernes. 

You will see that the substance of this paper is quite agreable to 
what | have wrote to you, by the King’s order, and to what has been 
said here by m-r Mirepoix and by the earl of Albemarle at Paris; and 
consequently (if it is necessary) His Majesty can have no difficulty in 
ordering my lord Albemarle to hold the same language at Paris, which 
seems to be desired by the court of Vienna. 

I send you, also, an extract of m-r Keith’s letter, transmitting this 
paper, whereby you will see that the court of Vienna desire, that you 
may be instructed to hold the same language at Petersburg. This last 
seems a little unnecessary; for the austrian ministers, by the communi- 
cation that m-r Keith had’ made to them of the orders sent to you, had 
before seen that you had, already, been directed to talk, more expli- 
citely and more positively, ihan is to be inferred from the material parts 
of that paper which His Majesty, out of friendship to the Empress of 
Russia, thought himself obliged to do. 

There is one particular in that paper which is farther explained in 
m-r Keith’s letter and which has given the King great satisfaction (though 
it has not yet been mentioned by you), viz-t, that, since the delivery 
of m-r Panin’s memorial (which, I think, was about the 13-th of January), 
the court of Vienna had received fresh assurances from the Empress of 
Russia of her having no design to begin any hostilities in the north; and (as 
is said in m-r Keith’s letter) that, though a change of the form of govern- 
ment in Sweden should be attempted, Her Imperial Majesty would take 
no step without consulting her allies. And the whole tenour of the paper, 
read by m-r Marshal to m-r Puyzieulx, goes upon a supposition that the 
court of Petersburg will not begin any hostility on account of the refu- 
sal given by Sweden, to consent to the convention proposed by m-r Pa- 
nin’s memorial. 
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The chancellor Bestuchef will see from hence that the Fmpress of 
Russia’s best friends entirely agree in opinion that it would be destrne- 
tion for Russia, in the present circumstances, to begin any act of hosti- 
lity against Sweden, which their sending their troops into swedish Fin- 
land (however disguised and under what pretence so ever) must certainly 
be understood to be. 

It is then to be considered, what is the best way for the chancellor 
Bestuchef to get out of his difficulties after the unadvised step he has ta- 
ken, without the approbation, or knowledge of His Majesty, or the court 
of Vienna; for some way of getting out he must find; except he will plunge 
himself and the Empress, his mistress, into still farther difficulties, from 
which he may, at last, not be able to extricate himself. 

I acquainted you, in my letter of the 6-th instant, that there were 
some loose indications of a disposition ia the court of Stockholm to come 
to an accomodation with the Empress of Russia by the means of His 
Majesty and the empress-queen. It is certain that the swedish ministers 
did make some overtures, tending that way; but [ am sérry to acquaint 
you that there is reason to think that that disposition has been dis- 
couraged by France. And the resolution seems, now, to be taken by France, 
Sweden, Prussia and (1 think) Denmark also, to let things remain, as 
they are, and to give no farther assurance or satisfaction, relating to the 
preservation of the present form of government in Sweden. That what is 
contained in the king of Sweden’s late declaration, in his own name and 
that of the prince successor, though I find mutual guarantees between 
Russia and Sweden for the preservation of the peace of the north, in 
general, would not be objecied to. 

This being, therefore, the state of the case, His Majesty would sug- 
gest it to the Empress of Russia’s consideration, whether, as the several 
declarations made by Russia (though conceived in such doubtful terms 
as might give suspicion of some farther intention, than was particularly 
expressed in them) were, however, always founded upon a supposition of 
an attempt to be made to change the form of government in Sweden, pre- 
viously to any act to be done by the Empress of Russia whether, | 
say, consistently with these declarations and without doing any thing con- 
trary to her honor, the Empress of Russia might not, in answer to the 
instances, now made by the King and the empress-yueen, declare that 
her intention never was to begin any act of hostility against Sweden, 
except there was an attempt actually made to change the form of govern-— 
ment in that kingdom; and that, therefore, His Majesty and the empress- 
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queen might be assured that Her Imperial Majesty had no intention of 
disturbing the peace of the north, but depended upon the assistance she 
was entitled to from her allies by their defensive engagements, in case 
she should be attacked by any power whatever. 

This, in reality, is no more, than putting a favorable construction 
upon the indiscreet memorials that have been presented by m-r Panin and 
comes fully up to what the King and the empress-queen had before de- 
clared to France to be the real intention of the Empress of Russia. 

I have acquainted you, in my former letters, that m-r Richecourt 
had desired that the King would concert, with the empress-queen, the 
answer to be returned to the late instances made by the court of Russia. 
I find, by m-r Richecourt, that they are now of opinion that it would 
be better to avoid the formality of a joint answer in writing; and, there- 
fore, His Majesty thinks that what you are already directed to say (and 
even, by my letter of the 23-d of February, to give in writing, if de- 
sired) is sufficient. And, though I shall be much pressed by m-r Czer- 
nichew, | shall avoid giving any thing in writing, if possible; and if I 
do, it will be nothing more, than the declaration a" are expressly di- 
rected to make by my letter abovementioned. 

You will have seen by my letter of the 23-d past that His Ma- 
jesty has no thoughts of complying with the proposal of giving a subsidy 
of 150.000 pounds for a body of 30.000 russian troops to be kept in 
Livonia. The King is always ready to do every thing that in reason can be 
expected of him to show his regard for the Empress of Russia and to 
promote the most solid and permanent union between His Majesty and 
the two empresses; but, in the present circumstances of this country, loa- 
(ed with the heavy expences of the late necessary war, His Majesty can 
have no thoughts of bringing upon it the additional burthen of such a 
subsidy. 

Subsidies, though never so small, are, in time of peace, very dif- 
ficult; but such, as these, now demanded by Russia and for the single 
object of maintaining an army in Livonia, are impracticable. The King 
hopes that, when the true state of this case is represented to the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef (and it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should do it), 
he will, himself, see the impossibility of complying with what is desired. 

The court of Petersburg will consider the immense sum of money 
(amounting to near 700.000 pounds) which they have received (if the 
dutch proportion is paid) for 30.000 men; which did not come within several 
days march of the army, till the beginning of August and consequently 
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were never in service, although it was promised, that they should join 
the army some time in May. This makes it the less reasonable for them 
to insist upon any new demand of wee or to be displeased that His 
Majesty cannot grant it. 

I shall have the King’s orders to write a particular letier to you 
upon this subject by a courier that count Richecourt will dispatch next 
week to Vienna. But, in the mean time, His Majesty thought proper that 
I should say thus much: that the chancellor Bestuchef might neither expect 
that the King would be brought to yield to what is proposed or think 
the refusal, on the part of His Majesty, proceeded from any want of re- 
gard or affection for the Empress of Russia, P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 


N 61. 


Ne 22. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 20-th March o. s, (31-st March) 1750. 


My lord. The Empress is gone from Czarko Sielo to an estate some 
wersts from thence belonging to count Rasumowsky, where that gentle- 
man’s name day is to be celebrated and the two chancellor’s having 
attended Her Imperial Majesty thither, neither of them are yet come to 
town; but I am told m-r Bestuchef is expected this evening. 

Your grace will have seen by my last that I had not seen the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef, since the receipt of your grace’s letter of the 23-d past, 
but yesterday I had a visit from count Lynar, the new danish minister, 
by whom I learned that, besides the swedish answer, of which I trans- 
mitted to your grace a copy, another paper was delivered, at the same 
time, to mr Panin, at Stockholm, which is called wne note, of which 
the great chancellor has not taken any notice to general Bernes and me. 
In this note is a circumstance your grace mentions concerning the pro- 
tocol of their conferences at Abo, by which the court of Sweden say, 
it appears, that if was proposed that the seventh article of the treaty of 
Nystadt should be renewed, but that it was absolutely and finally refu- 
sed, to which count Lynar tells me, this court does not agree and say 
that they know not what the court of Sweden means by recurring to the 
protocol of their conferences which cap never be alledged as a proof, in 
any case, unless it was signed by the plenipotentiaires on both sides, 
but let that be as it will, this seventh article of the treaty of Nystadt 
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is not renewed in that of Abo; so that this court cannot found any pre- 
text on it of interposing with the form of government in Sweden; and 
did even this article exist, they would have no right to do it, unless re- 
quested by the states of the country to assist them against any attempt 
made by the king or, in any other manner, to oppress their liberties. In 
my conversation, count Lynar [ found he had been informed by m-r 
Bernstorff in France of the declaration made by m-r Puyziculx to the earl 
of Albemarle upon m-r Panin’s memorial, which count Lynar pretends, is 
conceived not only in strong, but threatening terms and requiring in a 
dictatorial manner that his -majesty should explain his thoughts and inten- 
tions on this occasion. Count Lynar spoke to me also of the declara- 
tion made here to the earl of Hyndford and which had been communi- 
cated to the court of France. Hereupon I asked him if he had any 
accounts from thence, that this court denied the having made any such 
declaration. The count, after a little pause, said he would tell me, but 
hoped, I would not name him as my author: that this court did deny it 
and had done so to his predecessor, baron Cheuses. When I heard this, 
my surprise, | must own, was great, and I did not conceal it from count 
Lynar, nor what the great chancellor had said to me a few days ago; 
which was to the same purpose, as what he had declared to the earl of 
Hyndford. Count Lynar answered, this might be reconciled; that what the 
great chancellor had said to the earl of Hyndford, or might say to me, 
he meant and intended probably for the information of my court and not 
for that of France. And, here, knowing, as I do, the influence of the 
french councils at the court of Denmark, I could not held being under 
another surprise, to hear the count talk of our complaisance for France; 
and giving me to understand that they thought here, we carried it a 
good deal too far, that there was no occasion for such a particular com- 
munication to the court of France, if the declaration, made to the earl 
of Hyndford, that it would have been sufficient to have told the french 
ministers, in general, that His Majesty was using his best offices to keep 
every thing quiet here and that he had not any reason to doubt of their 
meeting with success; and, in the manner count Lynar spoke, it appeared 
to me, as if they were as much his sentiments, as the great chancel- 
lor’s. | said that His Majesty had no other view in what he did, but 
the publick service, and that | thought all the powers of Kurope were 
interested in preventing a flame breaking out in the north; which would 
soon communicate itself to the rest of Europe. The count agreed to this 
and said, his orders were also to keep every thing quiet here; which ha- 
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ving given as occasion to talk of the designs and intentions of this court 
and of the resolution they would take upon the swedish answer, count 
Lynar agreed with me that the great chancellor understood too well his 
own personal interest to involve the Empress, his mistress, in a war 
without being sure of the assistance of her allies. But, I shall write more 
fully upon this and other important subjects, by Lamb, the messenger; 
whom I hope the great chancellor will soon give me an opportunity of 
redispatching to your grace. 

I have just now received a message from the great chancellor to let 
me know, he was arrived in town and expeeted to see general Bernes 
and me at his house, to-morrow at noon, in order to have a conference 
with him and the vice-chancellor upon the affair of His Majesty’s acces- 
sion. R. 13-th April. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. M 1. 


Ne 23. 
M-r B. Wolff to duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 20-th March o. s. (31-st March) 1750. 


My lord. I had the honour to write your grace on the 9-th of De- 
cember past, but in my foregoing of the 11-th of November I had the 
pleasure to acquaint your grace of my having prepared a memorial to be 
forwarded to the russian ministry then in Moscow. In order to desire 
them that directions might be sent to such persons in Persia (as were 
then empowered from the imperial russian court here) to be assisting to 
m-r Richard Willder, the english factor there, in the recovery of a con- 
siderable sum of money for effects which the british merchants were 
robbed off, and accordingly | forwarded the said memorial to Moscow. But 
as the court was then setting out for this place, I did not receive an 
immediate answer; however on its return to this place I had several dis- 
courses. with the russian ministry upon this subject, to which they re- 
plied that they were ready to assist the english merchants in the recovery 
of their demands, but at present they had not any minister in Persia 
neither did they care to send one there, untill they should receive infor- 
mation that the troubles were at an end; because in the late troubles in 
Persia, some of their own subjects had been robbed or plundred of upwards 
of the value of two hundred thousand roubles. However they had lately 
nominated one m-r Davidoff, who is now in Astracan to be their consul 
in Persia, and he only waits for the first advices of the troubles being 
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ended there, upon which he will go over to reside in Persia as imperial 
consul from this court. 

But as the english merchants, as before mentioned, have only one 
factor in Persia, viz. Richard Willder, and his principals being apprehensive 
that their affairs may greatly suffer in case of his death or other acci- 
denis, therefore they did desire me to procure a passport from hence to 
Persia for one Peter Martens, whom the merchants intends to join with 
m-r Willder in case of his mortality or other accidents, which I have 
accordingly procured and, besides that, an order from this court to the 
governor of Astracan, that as soon as he shall think fitt after (he may 
hear) the troubles in Persia are ceased for him to dispatch or send over 
the Caspian sea, 

The forementioned consul Davidoff then to give him instructions in 
Her Imperial Majesty’s name to be assisting with the utmost of his power 
to the said Willder and Martens, towards recovering of the monies from 
the Persia government for the amount of goods which they were robbed 
or plundred off, in the late rebellion; which is all that can be done for 
the present, but if any thing more should further pass in this affair, | 
shall not fail to do myself the honour of acquainting your grace the- 
rewith. R. 16-th April. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. & 6. 


Ne 24. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 24-th Marth o. s. (4-th April) 1750. 


My lord. On Wednesday last according t» the appointment given me 
the day before, | waited on the great chancellor, where | found the vice- 
chancellor and general Bernes; and afler some general discourse (for | 
was not at liberty to say any thing before the vice-chancellor of the orders 
I had received by your grace’s letter of the 23-d February) I asked their 
excellencies if they were disposed to hear me read the papers I had brought 
with me, relating to the resolution His Majesty had taken at the desire 
of the two empresses to accede to the treaty of 1746, to which they ha- 
ving agreed, we seated ourselves and begun by a promemoria *l had 
drawn -up in french containing the reasons which had induced His Ma- 
jesty to take this measure, the objections the King had to the acceding 
to the secret articles of the abovementioned treaty and the just ground 
upon which His Majesty hoped the two empresses would join in a decla- 





ration | had to communicate to them for assisting him in case his german 
dominions should be attacked en haine of this accession. | next read to 
them the projet of His Majesty’s act of accession and lastly the two secret 
declarations concerning the secret articles and His Majesty’s german do- 
minions. 

After I had done, a great silence ensued and as generally happens, 
when persons meet who are not friends and in different interests, this 
conference proved very mute. The great chancellor at last said that they 
would take care to lay all I had communicated to them before the Empress, 
and know her.pleasure upon it; that as to the secret articles, which His 
Majesty did not think proper to accede to, he thought that instead of the 
declaration I had read, a secret article might be added to the same pur- 
pose to the act of accession. The vice-chancellor was of another opinion 
and that there was no cceasion either for secret article or declaration, 
since nothing would appear by His Majesty’s act of accession that had 
apy relation to or connexion with the secret articles of the treaty in ques- 
tion. To cut which reasoning short, I told the two chancellors that the 
empress-queen had agreed to every thing I had the honour to com- 
municate to them both, as to the manner and form of His Majesty’s acces- 
sion, and as I was not at liberty to make any the least alteration, I ho- 
ped they would use their endeavours to bring this affair to a speedy con- 
clusion; upon which, after I had tyed up again the papers, I had been 
reading, I offered to lay them upon the table, but the grand chancellor, 
standing up, said I should take them back with me and send them to 
him sealed. This struck me a good deal, as I could not conceive why the 
great chancellor would not have me leave those papers with him, as is 
usual at all conferences, but observing however the two chancellors were 
upon their guard with respect to each other, I did not discover any sur- 
prise; and general Bernes taking them his leave, I did the same and came 
home in order to put a cover over the abovementioned papers and send 
them to the great chancellor sealed as he desired; but before this could 
be done, I had a message from him to let me know that he was uuwil- 
ling to take notice to me before that in the papers I had read to them, 
I named always the empress-queen before the Empress of Russia, and as 
these papers were directed to the latter, he desired | would have them 
copied over again and name the Empress of Russia before the empress- 
queen, which I have accordingly done and sent them all to the chan- 
cellor next morning. The Empress returned to town yesterday evening 
and, as the two chancellors promised to lose no time in taking Her Impe- 





rial Majesty’s commands upon this negotiation, | am in hopes we shall 
be called to a conference next week; and, as I have already hinted to 
your grace, I believe there will be tio very material objection to the con- 
cluding of this affair, in the manner His Majesty has proposed, except the 
declaration with regard fo His Majesty's german dominions, by reason of 
this court’s having no engagements with His Majesty as elector, but I do 
not yet dispair of overcoming this difficulty, and with this view I put in 
my promemoria that the King hoped from Her Imperial Majesty’s justice 
and friendship that, in imitation of the empress-queen, she would consent 
to her ministers giving me such a declaration. 

I received by the last post the honor of your grace’s letter of 2'7-th 
February, to which I shall defer returning an answer till | send Lamb, 
which cannot now be long, and before then I shall insist on having a 
conference of at least one hour with the chancellor, that 1 may have the 
clearest explanation with him upon all the points I have in command 
from His Majesty. But I will let the business of the accession be first 
settled, for 1 observe that the talking to them of a great many affairs 
at once is the only way of having none finished. 

I have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 2-d March 
upon the happy event which has happened under His Majesty of the re- 
duction of the interest of the national debt, which cannot fail of giving 
as great joy and satisfaction to His Majesty’s friends and allies abroad, 
as to his own faithfull subjects at home, and | am_ sure this court, in 
particular, will sincerely share in it. R. 16-th April. P. R. O. Russia. 
1750. N 61. 


Ne 25. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall 6-th April. 1750. 


Very secret. Sir. 1 acquainted you in my last that I should have 
the King’s orders to write very confidentially to you by a courier, which 
count Richecourt is dispatching this night to Vienna. As the orders and 
intelligence to be sent you are contained in my letters to m-r Keith, the 
King has ordered him to send you extracts of those letters, which he will 
do by an austrian courier. They are to serve for your direction and 
to them consequently I must refer you. 

His Majesty proposes to set out for his german dominions on Mon- 














day the 16-th instant. I shall have the honor to follow the King the 
Wednesday or Thursday after, and you will direct your letters to Hanover, 
for the future, according to my last letter. But it is His Majesty’s plea- 
sure that the duplicates of all your secret letters should come to me at 
Hanover to be by me transmitted to England. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 


NM 61. 


N 26. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 27-th March o. s. (7-th April) 1750. 


My lord. Since my last general Bernes, the imperial ambassador 
m-r Schwartz, the dutch envoy, and m-r Funck, the saxon chargé d'affaires, 
have received letters from their respective courts, full of the alarms, 
which m-r Panin’s last memorial, in Sweden, has spread; with orders to 
join, together with me, in the strongest representations to this court not 
to give occasion to any troubles in these parts and to make them sen- 
sible of the fatal consequences, that would attend any hasty ill-advised 
measures, on their part, with regard to themselves and the peace of all 
Europe. All these ministers being in the same way of thinking, as I, 
that this court has no intention to commit any hostilities against Sweden 
on account of the answer returned to m-r Panin’s memorial or on any 
other account whatsoever, without previously consulting their allies and 
acting in a perfect concert with them in every thing. The said ministers 
will, | doubt not, quiet the apprehensions of their respective courts and 
let them know (as I have already acquainted your grace) that the great 
chancellor had not only repeated to general Bernes and me the declara- 
tion he had made to the earl of Hyndford, but had done the same to 


_m-r Schwartz, a few days before, he received the abovementioned orders. 


The orders, which general Bernes has received, were brought to him 
by a courier, and amongst other inclosures he has had sent him, the 
copy of a letter from count Tessin to count Bark, the swedish minister 
at Vienna, which general Bernes communicated to me yesterday; and, in 
reading it over, we observed that the court of Sweden expects that this 
should disarm and seems to insist on it, in such terms, as, we are afraid, 
will provoke here much more, than the answer and note given to m-r 
Panin. Sweden and her allies would, we believe, cry out very much, if 
Russia should insist on the king of Prussia’s disarming, though his domi- 
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nions are not enough to contain the army, he has on foot. This cannot, 
therefore, fail to be highly resented here; but we remain in the firm per- 
suasion that no provocation whatever will induce this court to do any 
thing without the advice and concurrence of the allies, as they have been 
told in very plain and strong terms at least by me; that, if they do, 
His Majesty will not acknowledge the casus foedervs; and consequently 
that they are not to depend upon his assistance. General Bernes tells me 
that, in his letters, they talk to him of another declaration, which m-r 
Panin should have made in Sweden, besides the memorial he gave in, 
relating to the convention. If he has, the great chancellor never mentioned 
any thing of it to general Bernes and me; but we are apt to believe, 
there is some mistake in this and occasioned by the double answer re- 
turned-to m-r Panin; therefore, though your grace will, probably, have 
received it yet; for fear you should not, I here inclose the copy of une 
note, which the court of Sweden gave m-r Panin at the same time they 
delivered to him an answer to his memorial relating to the convention 
proposed. 

Siuce the receipt of the above mentioned orders general Bernes has 
not been able to see the great chancellor, who was in bed, when the ge- 
neral sent to him, yesterday at noon. And as the Empress lay in bed most 
part of the day on Saturday, which was the day after her return to town, 
I am very much afraid that none of the papers I have delivered, rela- 
ting to His Majesty’s accession, have yet. been laid before Her Imperial 
Majesty. When I complain of these delays to general Bernes, he tells me, 
he can’t help me; I could wish, therefore, the earl of Hyndford would 
suggest to your grace, what methods and expedients he used on such ocea- 
sions to accelerate a little dispatch of business and if it would be proper 
for me, in my character, to put the same in practice. 

They have received here the copy of a memorial presented by the 
french ambassador at Constantinople, desiring the Ottoman Porte to use 
her good offices with this to engage them to withdraw their troops from 
the frontiers of Finland, which, they say here, the grand vizir refused to 
do. R. 8-th May. P. RB. 0. Russia. 1750. X% 61. | 


Note delivrée & m-r de Panin le 26-e Janvier 1750. 


Le roi, qui ne désire que le rétablissement d’une contiance entidre, 
n’a point trouvé & propos de faire relever dans sa réponse certains endroits 
du promémoria, qui auraient cependant paru en ¢tre successibles. 
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Mais nous devons vous faire connaitre, monsieur, a l’égard de lédit 
cité dans la déclaration précédente du roi, que Tintention de sa majesté 
n’a point été, qu'il dat é@tre envisagé comme une réponse a ce qui fut 
déclaré alors de la part de votre cour, puisqu’il n’était pas méme de ceux 
que la dignité et Vindépendance de la couronne eussent permis de faire 
amener par un mouvement de complaisance pour quelque puissance étran- 
gére. On convient d’ailleurs qu'il avait précédé la déclaration de yotre cour, 
mais cette circonstance n’empéchait pas qu’elle n’y eft pu trouver de quoi 
calmer ses appréhensions au sujet des troubles, et c’était la Vobjet de la 
citation. On accorde aussi qu'il n’avait émané que relativement aux sujets 
du roi; mais il pourrait également étre cité, comme le serait, par exemple, 
une ordonnance de commerce ou d’impéts propre a tranquilliser votre cour 
ou telle autre qui edt fait porter des plaintes, faute de savoir les -arran- 
gements qui eussent été pris. 

En second lieu, l’on ne voit, ea quoi peut étre fondée l’opinion, dont 
le ministére de Russie parait éire prévenu, d'un prétendu plan tout formé 
pour introduire la souveraineté, si ce n'est sur un bruit malicieusement 
répandu, mais monstrueux en soi, comme quoi quelques membres du co- 
mité secret eussent dressé un pareil plan et en eussent confié l’exécution 
au sénat. Pour peu qu’on connaisse nos constitutions et la maniére dont 
les choses doivent @tre traitées ici pour avoir l’authenticité requise, on ne 
saurait se laisser induire en erreur par des inventions aussi extravagantes 
et aussi inexcusables. . 

Vous verrez d’ailleurs, monsieur, par la réponse du roi, combien peu 
l'article 7-e du traité de Nystadt favorise le droit que votre cour en veut 
tirer. On en sera chez vous encore plus convaincu, si l’on se donne la 
peine de recourir aux actes des conférences de la dernitre paix. On y 
trouvera qu’a la vérité vos commissaires ont fait des instances pour y 
faire insérer cet article, comme on en était convenu a I’égard de plusieurs 
autres, qui par la ont reacquis leur ancienne vigueur, mais qu’on était 
parvenu a leur en faire sentir l'incongruité et qu’ils s’en sont désistés. 

Pour ce qui est de la déclaration contenue dans votre promémoria de 
entrée des troupes russiennes en Finlande,; nous ne devons pas vous 
cacher, monsieur, que le roi ne saurait la concilier avec les assurances 
que les alliés de Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de Russie ont 6146 chargés de 
faire ici et en France, comme quoi elle n’inquiéterait la Suéde, ni a pre- 
sent, ni aprés la mort de sa majesté. 

Au reste, comme vous paraissez nous annoncer, monsieur, que c’était 
ici une dernitre démarche de votre cour, relativement a cet objet, nous 
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devons aussi vous déclarer que quelque disposé que soit le roi de se préter 
aux désirs de Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de Russie, sa majesté verrait a regret 
la-dessus des instances ultérieures, puisque la réponse qui vient d’étre donnée 
i l'égard de la convention proposée est la seule que sa maijesté puisse 
accorder avec sa dignité, l’indépendance de la couronne et la liberté et 
les droiis: des états du royaume. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. \ 61. 


N 27. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 31-st March o. s. (1l-th April) 1750. 


My lord. Finding a whole week was passed, since the conference | 
had with the two chancellors upon the affair of the accession, and that 
I heard nothing from them, I wrote a short letter to the great chancellor 
the day before yesterday, desiring I might speak with him any time before 
the departure of this post. In answer to which he sent me his secretary, 
yesterday morning, to tell me, he would be glad to see me between 12 
and 1 o'clock. When | came | pretended, the chief. subject of my errand 
was the alarm m-r Panin’s transactions in Sweden had spread over all 
Europe. The chancellor, without giving me leave to proceed, said, he had 
heard it and was surprised, how we could so easily give credit to the 
lyes and forgeries of France or Sweden; that there was not one word of 
truth in what they asserted of the declaration which they pretended m-r 
Panin had given in separately from the promemoria relating to the con- 
ventivn proposed, and that he had caused all the papers relating to m-r 
Panin’s negotiations In Sweden to be examined and that no footsteps could 
be found by any such declaration, either verbal, or written; therefore that 
this was a meer fiction of France or Sweden and most likely of the lat- 
ter, in order to engage the former to increase or pay them more regu- 
larly their subsidys; that, as he had told and assured me before, they 
had no intention to commence any hostilities against Sweden and not 
even, if the case existed of an alteration in the present form of govern- 
ment, without the advice and concert of their allies; but that it was not 
consistent with the Empress, his mistress’s, dignity to make such a de- 
claration in form, just for the sake of quieting the apprehensions of France 
and Prussia, to whom she had no reasun to show so much complaisance 
and yet less to disarm or to withdraw her troops from the frontiers of 
Finland. And here the chancellor observed to me that, if they had not 
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proceeded in Sweden to the execution of the projected scheme of altering 
their present form of government, it was entirely owing to the counte- 
nance this court had held for these two years past; which convinced him, 
the continuation of such measures was the only security they could have 
for the future, or, at least, till the king of Sweden’s death; when, upon 
the meeting of an extraordinary diet, their real intentions would more 
clearly appear. This is the substance of what the chancellor said not 
only to me upon the affairs of Sweden, but likewise to general Bernes, 
m-r Swartz and m-r Funck, the saxon chargé des affaires. He went even 
farther with these three gentlemen, than with me; telling them that he 
would not have them believe, he could be so mad as to think of advising 
his mistress to give occasion to any troubles on this side, in the present 
conjuncture of affairs. I must not conceal from your grace that I found 
him very much out of humor at the too great opinion, as he called it, 
which we had for France, a power, who, we know, meant only to de- 
ccive us letting drop something, as if it was unkind with regard to them; 
and, I believe, count Czernichew will have orders to make some repre- 
sentations to your grace upon this subject. As I perceived, the chancellor 
grew warm, | turned. the conversation to the negotiation about His Ma- 
jesty’s accession, asking him, how it stood? and if I could flatter myself 
with the hopes of seeing this affair brought soon to a conclusion? The 
chancellor told me, he had not yet taken the empress’s final orders upon 
it; but spoke to me, immediately after, as if he had, he having been 
three hours almost with the Empress the day before. For without ma- 
king any the least objection and acquiescing in every thing, | said of 
the expediency of this measure, and that, to strengthen and consolidate 
it effectually, other powers, and particularly Holland, should be imme- 
diately invited to accede to it: the chancellor asked me, as if it was a 
thing settled, and agreed, how many instruments, I thought, we were to 
sign? I answered, I knew of no more, than three: the act of accession, 
and the two declarations. «No, says he, | want to know, how we shall 
avoid any dispatches about precedency in the nominations and signing». And 
then told me that, in his opinion, there should be six instruments: two 
signed by me, in both which His Majesty should be named first; but in 
that, I delivered to him, the Empress of Russia should be named before 
the empress-queen; and in that, I delivered to general Bernes, the empress- 
queen should be named before the Empress of Russia; but that the same 
forms should be observed in the two instruments signed by him and the 
vice-chancellor, and the two signed by general Bernes. And the chancellor 
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desired me, at the same time, that 1 would talk of this affair to general 
Bernes and settle it with him; which I shall accordingly do, this evening 
or to-morrow morning. The chancellor resuming his good humour, I had some 
discourse with him upon the affairs of Denmark; but I shall reserve them 
and other matters for my dispatches by Lamb. 

Before | left the chancellor, I told him that to lose no time in put- 
ting the finishing hand to this work, I thought, it would be proper, he 
should order somebody, who understood perfectly well the two languages 
to examine the translation, your grace had sent me of the treaty of 1746. 
The chancellor said it was very right; that he had one in his office, 
who. was -perfectly master of german and french. He therefore desired me 
to send him immediately a copy of the said translation which I accor- 
dingly did yesterday in. the evening. | 

By what goes before, your grace will see that according to all 
appearances the long depending negotiation about His Majesty’s accession 
is drawing to a conclusion, and as in the greek church the week before 
easter is a very austere one for penance and devotion, and the week after, 
as busy a one in eating and drinking, | hope to make the chancellor sen- 
sible of the necessity of having all the instruments ready to be perfected 
by the latter end of next. week at farthest. I received by the -tast post 
the honor of your grace’s letter of the 6-th instant, by which I am sorry 
to see that the paper I gave m-r Bestuchef in writing, containing His 
Majesty’s reasons for not acceding to the secret articles of the treaty ‘of 
1746, has given room for complaint to the court of Vienna. The men- 
tioning count Richecourt’s name appeared to me so much-the more he- 
cessary, as I thought it would be an effectual means to prevent this 
court’s insisting on a point which the empress-queen’s minister had given 
up, but I will take care, it shall happen no more. 

Count Gourofski, marshal Saxe’s agent, will immediately, if he has 
not ready, receivé the Empresses orders to leave this empire, as soon as 
possible, on account of his ill practices and intrigues here. 

“M-r Funck, the saxon chargé des affaires, tells me general Arnheim, 
who is expected here next week, has orders and a full power to accede 
to the treaty of 7746. | 

As according to all accounts His Majesty will set-out for his ger- 
man dominions towards the latter end of April; I hope your grace will 
be so kind, before you leave England, as not only to sign my several 
bills of extraordinarys, particularly that containing the expences of my 


journey, but: also'to leave orders that I may be payed some of the quar- 
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ters due to me, in case I should desire it, otherwise | may find myselt 
under very great strenghis and difficulty here. R. 23-d April, P. RB. 0. 
Russia. 1750. 61. 


N 28. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. April 13-th. 1750. 


Cypher. Sir. His Majesty is extremely pleased with the result of 
your conference, mentioned in your letter of the 17-ih past, as far as it 
related to the affairs of the north. The King has made the best use of 
those solemn assurances, given or rather repeated to you by the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef, of the Empress of Russia’s having no design to undertake 
any thing or do any offensive act that may disturb the peace of the 
north. If Her Imperial Majesty does strictly adhere to that declaration 
and will avoid giving any cause of suspicion of a contrary design, | »m 
not without hopes. But something may offer which may give the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef an opportunity of getting out of his difficulties in a bet- 
ter way, than I have of late thought, would be the case; but all de- 
pends upon a prudent conduct at present and the avoiding giving any new 
cause of complaint; and I cannot therefore recommend that too strongly 
to you. | 

His Majesty continues his resolution of setting out on Monday next 
for Hanover and I shall follow in a few days after. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1750, % 61. 


Ne 29. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. April 13-th. 1750. 


Separate. In cypher. Sir. | reesived on the 9 instant the favor of 
your letters of the 8 instant n. s., by which I find there is great rea- 
son to hope that ali the difficulties, relating to His Majesty’s accession to 
the treaty of 1746, will be removed; except those made to the secret 
declaration for guarantying the King’s german dominions, if attacked en 
hane of His Majesty’s accession. But the King thinks that that is so reaso- 
nable in itself and, indeed, can be attended with so little inconvenience 
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to Russia, that His Majesty will suppose the chancellor Bestuchef will 
not coutinue his objections to it. The empress-queen has already consented 
to give it and therefore general Bernes must sign the declaration, whether 
the russian minister do, or not. The chancellor Bestuchef will then con- 
sider how and in what cases this guaranty can operate, and he will find 
that Russia will not, in any degree, be affected by it. 

The guaranty proposed, in the first place, will not be general, but 
is confined to the single case of an attack upon the King’s german do- 
minions, in resentment for His Majesty’s accession, which is a case that, 
one cannot well suppose, will happen. 

In the next place, the empress-queen does give this guaranty with 
the knowledge and consent of Russia. The court of Vienna is the power, 
by it’s situation, from whence immediate succour must come to the King; 
the Empress of Russia must, in that case, equally assist the empress- 
queen, whether she does or does not give this declaration to His Majesty, 
and that is the only assistance the King can well have from Russia; so 
that, in reality, there is little more, than the appearances which make 
His Majesty desirous of having it; and those appearances would, indeed, 
be extraordinary, if it should be ultimately denied. This is not a general 
engagement between the King, as elector and the Empress of Russia; it 
is only a reasonable provision against what may be (though I hope, very 
unlikely) the consequence of the measure which the King is taking, at 
the request of the Empress of Russia and, therefore, the King is per- 
suaded, will not be refused. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 30. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. April 17-th. 1750. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 received, on Friday last, the favor of 
your letter of the 20-th of last mouth and laid it before the King. 

I] shall be very impatient to hear the result of the conference which 
you were to have with the two chancellors. | cannot but flatter myself 
that ‘the affair of the accession will go, as His Majesty proposed it. It 
will be great good news to some certain powers, if the court of Peters- 
burg should, by their insisting upon any of their unreasonable demands, 
make it impracticable for His Majesty to accede to the treaty of 1746. 
Count Lynar’s discourse does, by no means, agree with the directions, 
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that all the danish ministers have in foreign courts to join with the mi- 
nisters of France and Prussia in the language to be held on occasion of 
m-r Panin’s late transactions at Stockholm. M-r Schulin’s death may pos- 
sibly create some alterations in the system of that court. M-r Titley will 
not fail to make the proper insinuations upon this occasion, but nothing 
would be so unfortunate, as if this circumstance should make the chan- 
cellor less disposed to follow the salutary advice, given him by the King 
and the empress-queen, for preventing any appearance of hostilities, on 
the part of Russia; for I must repeat again to you that, if Russia, under 
any pretence whatsoever, marches their troops into swedish Finland, they 
must be left to support the war alone; the consequence of which the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef will easily see. All the foreign courts are waiting with 
great impatievce for the Empress of Russia's reply to the swedish answer 
given to m-r Panin. I hope, if they give any, it will be a moderate one 
and to the purport of that proposed in my letter of the 30-th March, to 
be given by Russia to His Majesty and the empress-queen. If the reply 
should be an extravagant one or one that should give any room to sus- 
pect that they design still, in Russia, to begin troubles in the north, all my 
hopes of a tolerable cnd to these disputes will be, at once, disappointed. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1750. 61. 


N 31. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 7-th April o. s. (18-th Apri)) 1750. 


My lord. My last was of the 3i-st March. The next day I saw 
general Bernes and | spoke to him, as the great chancellor had desired 
about the instruments to be signed in the affair of His Majesty’s accession 
[to] the treaty of 7746, and he was of opinion, as well as the chan- 
cellor, that there should be six, but differed as to the manner of signing 
them;. for, as I understood the chancellor, who stands much upon the 
ceremonies, the two instruments delivered by me should be signed by 
me alone and exchanged with those signed by him and the ambassador 
likewise separately, whereas general Bernes thinks that each plenipoten- 
tiary should sign his act first and the other two afterwards, in the same 
order, as the nominations are made in the respective instruments But these 
things can: be easily settled and adjusted, when we can get the chancellor 
to fix a day for finishing this work. 
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Last Sunday being court day, general Bernes, who as ambassador 
is the only foreign minister, who has that permission, during lent, went 
thither with an intention to speak to the’ chancellor and press him to bring 
this negotiation to a conclusion; but he put him off for a couple of days, 
which falling upon Tuesday, | was every hour in expectation of being sent 
for and to be able to acquaint your grace by that evenings post with 
what we should have agreed upon with the chancellor; but no message 
coming and not knowing what to write I did not give your grace the 
trouble of a letter; since that time, having seen general Bernes, we agreed 
to send early yesterday morning to desire to speak to the chancellor, but 
I have had no answer yet to my letter and Jikewise general Bernes has 
had no better success, as I should certainly have heard from him if he 
had; so that I find, we are not to expect to bring this tedious affair to 
an end, till after the easter holidays. 

General Bernes tells me that when he spoke to the chancellor at 
court, he did not perceive any more, than I, that any the least objection 
remained to the conclusion of this work; on the contrary, that the chan- 
cellor talked to him of nothing else, but of settling with the vice-chan- 
cellor the several instruments to be signed. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letters of the 
13-th and 16-th March, in the last of which you are pleased to give 
me an account of the verbal declaration made to your grace by m-r Kling- 
raff, the prussian minister, upon the present situation of the affairs bet- 
ween Russia and Sweden, and to send me a paper containing the sub- 
stance of the answer which His Majesty had directed your grace to re- 
turn to this declaration. 

When I wrote to the chancellor desiring to see him, 1 acquainted 
him that I had advices of consequence to communicate to him by order 
of His Majesty, hoping it would excite his curiosity; but | find myself 
disappointed. 

After writing what goes before, I had a message from the chan- 
cellor, desiring to speak to me at half an hour past 5, and as I came 
from him, but a little before the hour the letters are to go to the post 
house, all I have time to say to your grace at present concerning the 
conference I had with him, is that, as | conjectured above, the affair of 
His Majesty’s accession cannot be brought to a conclusion, till after the 
easter holidays; but then I am promised to meet with no farther delays. 

Count Gourofsky, a Pole, who acted here as agent for marshal Saxe 
in the affairs of Courland, received orders on Saturday evening last to 








leave this capital in twenty four hours and to be out of the empire in 
twelve days at farthest, and accordingly he set out on his journey the 
next day under the care and guard of an under officer. R. 30-th April. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 32. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 10-th April o. s. (21-st April) 1750. 


My lord. Your grace will have seen, by my last, that I had been 
with the great chancellor, a little before 1 sent my letter to the post; 
I shall now have the honour to acquaint you that our conversation began 
upon m-r Klingraff’s declaration to your grace and the answer you had 
returned to it, by the King’s order; both which I read to the chancellor, 
who was extremely pleased with the latter and said he would not fail to 
make a report of it to the Empress. He repeated also what he had said 
before to general Bernes and me, that the alarms France and Prussia had 
given us about their designs against Sweden were groundless; but, says 
he, smiling, you are not to expect the Empress will return an answer to 
all the declarations and representations that you and your brethren have 
made to us, lately, on this occasion. 

I] put the chancellor next upon the business of the accession and he 
told me, he had laid every thing before the Empress and acquainted her 
that the court of Vienna had agreed to accept the King’s accession upon 
the foot proposed, that he would now have the several instruments drawn 
up, in the manner they were to be signed, on their part, after which he 
would Jay them again before the Empress and get her to sign an crder 
to him and the vice-chancellor for perfecting the same; but that, this 
being holy week and the next (after such an austere lent) generally taken 
up in recreations, it would be difficult for him to make the Empress attend 
to any business before Monday the 23-d instant, but he would then se- 
riously fall to work and take care to bring this negotiation to a fina 
cvnclusion. 

The chancellor with pleasure in his countenance talked to me, after- 
wards, of the trick he had served count Gourofsky, marshal Saxe’s agent, 
saying, he believed this event would pique the courts of Versailles and 
Berlin. The chancellor let me also into all the artifice and intrigue, used 
by this court, to bring his views to bear (of which | reserve to send 
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your grace a particular account by Lamb), which being now defeated, it 
was time, the chancellor said, we should think of reinstating count Biron 
and that this should be the next business he would go upon after that 
of the accession was finished. 

The chancellor has received letters from Constantinople, as I have 
from His Majesty’s ambassador there, of the 28-th February with the 
agreable news that the Porte, so far from finding fault with the con- 
vention proposed to Sweden, had approved of it and declared so to the 
swedish minister; and, by letters of a fresher date, which general Bernes 
has received by the way of Vienna, we have received another agreable 
piece of news, which is that the new kaytraw had been deposed, the 
divan looking upon him, as too intriguing and turbulent a man. R. 4/15-th 
May. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. % 61. 


N 33. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 14-th April o. s. (25-th April) 1750. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s 
letter of the 23-d past o. s. The conduct of this court, in the affair of 
His Majesty’s accession, after having so earnestly required it themselves, 
must, to be sure, appear very strange and singular, but I am persuaded 
they had no ill meaning in it and were determined, from the beginning, 
to conclude matters upon the foot His Majesty proposed, in case the chan- 
cellor’s endeavors to put two or three hundred thousand roubles a year 
into his mistress’s pocket did not succeed. Yesterday the chancellor sent 
to me, by one of his secretaries, the french translation I had left with 
him of the treaty of 1746, together with another translation the chan- 
cellor had caused to be made, which, for the greatest part, is word for 
word the same as that I received from your grace, only, here and there, 
a few words added or retrenched to make the diction the clearer and 
keep up more exactly to the sense of the original, with which general 
Bernes and I will cvmpare it, to-morrow, and then I will immediately 
fall about drawing up the two instruments I am to sign, and desire general 
Bernes to do the same, on his part, by which means this affair may, at 
any time, be dispatched at the shortest warning, and I have reason to 
believe the chancellor will not delay it any longer, than the week after 
next. Your grace will have seen, by several of my letters, lately, the 
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assurances, given by the chancellor to the foreign ministers here, of the 
Empress’s having no design to commit any hostilities against Sweden, or 
to undertake any thing that can occasion troubles and disturbances in the 
north, without the advice and concurrence of her allies. As to your grace’s 
surprise at my not being able to get some information before the depar- 
ture of the post of the 24-th February of the impression which the swedish 
answer to m-r Panin’s memorial had made; first, neither I or any of the 
foreign ministers had seen the great chancellor since the arrival of the said 
answer, and when we did and spoke to him about it, we found it made no. 
impression at all, as they were prepared for it. In short, we all think here 
that the best way is not to mention this aflair any more to the chancellor, 
as he must be a little out of countenance, when he reflects on the noise 
he has made about it with so little right and foundation on his side. 

The day before yesterday, I received the honour of your grace’s 
most secret letter of the 16-th March, which, by your letter of the 13-th, 
I found | was to expect by the way of Vienna. It came by an estafette, 
as a courier had unluckily set out the day before m-r Keith received it. 
As we are now in the middle of the easter holydays I shall not be able 
to make any use of the important advices your grace is pleased to send 
me, till Wednesday or Thursday next, when I shall desire an audience of 
the great chancellor and discourse him, fully, upon the contents of that 
dispatch. The french court’s thinking so early of a plan of operations and 
without waiting to know the thoughts and intentions of this court upon 
the answer to m-r’s Panin’s memorial will make them believe here that 
the false alarms, spread about Europe, of the hostile design of Russia 
was done with a view to give Franee and Prussia a pretence to commence 
new troubles and disturbances; and I now recollect that, one day, the 
great chancellor let drop something or other to me to that purpose. 

General Arnheim, the king of Poland’s envoy extraordinary to this 
court, arrived here a few days ago. R. 8/19-th May. P. RB. 0. Russia. 
1750. N 61. 


N 34. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 21-st April o. s. (2-d May) 1750. 


My lord. I had nothing worth giving your grace the trouble of a 
letter by the last post and I have not time to say much by this, as it 





is the great dutchess’s birth day and that we cannot avoid being at court 
both noon and evening. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
30-th past, with the copy of a paper which m-r Marshal, the imperial 
minister at Paris, has been directed to read to m-r Puyzieulx; of which, 
as your grace is pleased to observe, | have already had a communica. 
tion from general Bernes and | hope that what all the foreign ministers 
here have wrote to their respective courts will have quieted the alarms 
which m-r Panin’s memorial, and in particular an unsigned paper. he is 
supposed to have delivered in Sweden, had given and that the powers, 
who have truly at heart the preservation of the peace and tranquillity of 
Europe, will be persuaded from the strong assurances the ministers of this 
court have given and daily repeat to us that they have not the least 
thought and intention here of being the aggressors and giving occasion to 
any troubles and disturbances in the north and as to the abovementioned 
unsigned paper, {rom which the hostile designs of this court are chiefly 
inferred, we are positively assured, after a very diligent search made of » 
all m-r Panin’s letiers and papers since the memorial sent to him about 
the convention, that no such unsigned paper exists or was ever delivered 
by m-r Panin. We must therefore give credit to these declarations, till 
the contrary be proved to us, and what appears a little singular is that 
notwithstanding all ihe noise made about this paper, not one foreign mi- 
nister here has a copy of it, nor are we here less surprized how the 
paper given by count Tessin, called «une note», can be supposed to be 
an answer to this imaginary paper, since it refers entirely to the memo- 
rial and was given in that manner, separate, by way of management and 
regard, and to remove all suspicion at the court of Sweden’s having a 
design to provoke, as appears by the very first paragraph, viz-t: «le roi 
qui ne désire que le rétablissement d’une confiance. entiére n’a point trouvé 
& propos de faire relever dans sa réponse certains endroits du pro me- 
moria qui auraient cependant paru ep étre susceptibles». This court re- 
sents therefore highly the reports spread about this paper, which they call 
a forgery and done with some ill design. 

As | happened, yesterday, to dine with the great chancellor, at baron 
Wolfe’s, he took an opportunity, though there was a very large company, 
to take me aside and tell me that he had received, the day before, an 
estafette with letters from baron Korff giving him an account of m-r Schu- 
lin’s death, and, on this occasion, the chancellor desired, | would not fail to 
represent to your grace, in his name, the absolute necessity of leaving 





nothing untried to gain his successor, whoever he may be, that orders 
should, accordingly, be sent from hence to baron Korff, and that he ho- 
ped, your grace would take care, m-r Titley should receive the like. | 
took this opportunity to talk to the chancellor about your grace’s most 
secret letter of the 16-th March desiring him to appoint me a day and 
hour, to discourse him upon the contents of that dispatch and other mat- 
ters. But he told me, it could not be before next week, when, says he, 
nous finirons et arrangerons tout. R. 8/19 May. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1750. %& 61. 


Ne 35. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Bedford. 


St. Petersburg. 24-th April o. s, (5-th May) 1750. 


My lord. Having received the King’s commands to direct my letters 
to Hanover, and at the same time to send duplicates of them to your 
grace during His Majesty's absence, I have the honour to transmit to 
you those of my two last dispatches to the duke of Newcastle, which I 


shall continue regularly to do. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. % 62. 


N 36. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


_ St. Petersburg. 24-th April o. s. (5-th May) 1750. 


My lord. As 1 have seen the chancellor Bestuchef in publick com- 
pany only since the receipt of your grace’s letter of the 30-th past, I 
cannot, yet, return a particular answer to the contents of that dispatch. 
And, before 1 do discourse the chancellor upon them, I shall sake the 
advice of general Bernes about the manner in which it will be most proper 
te do it; for, as things appear, we shall rather do harm, thin good, in 
dwelling too much upon the disputes with Sweden. And as I have already 
hinted to your grace, it is best not to talk to them any more about them 
alter the strong and repeated assurances, given us, that they will not 
attempt any thing against Sweden (even though the form of government 
there should be changed), without the advice and concurrence of their 
allies. The last memorial presented by m-r Panin was judged necessary 
and proper here (as I have already acquainted your grace) to get out, 
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with decency, of the rash and ill judged step, which preceded it, of the 
declaration, whereby they threaten to enter into swedish Finland, upon 
the king’s death. They think that the answer returned by Sweden to this 
memorial has answered the end proposed, as all Europe must be persuaded 
by Sweden’s refusing to come into the convention proposed, that there is 
a design of making an alteration in the form of government. If we, the- 
refore, give them room to suspect that we think their honour requires so- 
mething more, we shall put them upon new projects of memorials or 
declarations; which are best to be avoided and to let the matter rest where 
it does, as they are inclined to do. The great chancellor never sees ge- 
neral Bernes and me, but he repeats the pacifick declarations, he has made 
to us, only adding, that this was to quiet and satisfy their allies and 
them only; for they had no reason to give France and Prussia an account 
of their intentions and designs; but that we are not to expect that they 
will be persuaded to give us any formal or authentick declaration of this 
nature. 

General Bernes received, a few days ago, from Vienna the answer 
to the rescript, sent to the Russian ambassador there upon the memorial 
presented by m-r Panin, with the alterations this court desired; with which 
they are now very well satisficd; and, as I doubt not, but this answer 
has been communicated to your grace. His Majesty’s answer to count Czer- 
nichew’s memorial may be formed upon it; for something in writing, I find, 
they do expect, and the shorter it is, the better; so it be couched in obli- 
ging and friendly terms. 

They have -made here a new regulation with regard to foreign mi- 
nisters; by which residents and miristers with no character (as a chargé 
des affaires) shall not be admitted to an audience of the Empress, but 
present their credentials to the great chancellor. This regulation was com- 
municated, yesterday, to m-r Wahrendorff, the new prussian minister, which - 
canpot but pique very much the court of Berlin. This court has two views, 
in this step: first, not to give m-r Wahrendorff an opportunity of presen- 
ting the declaration, which they know he is charged with from his master 
in relation to the affairs of Sweden; and secondly, to show a little re- 
sentment on account of the slights and neglects, put upon their minister 
at Berlin. 

When J consider, how greatly the Empress is provoked against that 
court, 1 am much more afraid of troubles beginning on that side, than 
with Sweden; for, from their chicaneries and rude proceedings towards 
each other, we may see them come to blows, when it will be least thought 
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of or expected. To-morrow is a great day here, being the anniversary of 
the Empress’s coronation; which will be celebrated with great pomp at 
court; and as this is the non plus ultra of the great chancellor's excuses 
and delays, | hope, by the next post, to be able to acquaint your grace 
that we have made some progress in the affair of the accession. 

General Arnheim had this day his first audience of the Empress, in 
which he presented his credentials as minister plenipotentiary from the 
king of Poland. R. 11/22 May. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ni 37. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 28-th April 0. ‘s. (9-th May) 1750. 


My lord. The feasting since easter being ended on Wednesday last 
by the celebration of the anniversary of the Empress’s coronation, I wrote 
yesterday morning to the great chancellor, desiring him to appoint me 
an hour, when I could speak to him; which he immediately did and fixed 
at five o'clock in the afternoon. When I came, I began by talking to him 
about the contents of your grace’s most secret letter of the 16-th March; 
which I had, in general, mentioned to him at court and at some publick 
dinners, where we met together. The chancellor after hearing very atten- 
tively all the particulars of the intelligence your grace had received con- 
cerning the subject of m-r Scheffer’s journey from Paris to Stockholm, 
told me, they had received much the same; that, according to their last 
advices, m-r Scheffer was already returned to Berlin from Stockholm and 
probably was, by this time, come back to Paris with the swedish and 
prussian plan of operations; that he would, however, let the Empress know . 
what I had communicated to him, who would, he was sure, be very 
thankfully and pleased with this instance of His Majesty’s friendship. The 
chancellor thinks, as I conjectured he would, that m-r Scheffer’s errand 
must have had something else in view, more than just guarding against 
the ill designs of this court. Breaking off abruptly here, the chancellor 
asked me, if we did not intend to return an answer to m-r Czernichew’s 
memorial upon the convention proposed to Sweden; that this silence, on 
the part of our court, had an ill effect, the Empress, who had a good 
deal of penetration, taking it, as a neglect and indifference shown to her; 
that he could therefore wish this answer was no longer delayed; that he 
did not desire, we should acknowledge the casus foederis, but, as the 
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court of Vienna’s and Dresden’s answers are, it should be something 
friendly and cordial; that of Dresden, I found, pleased him the most, as 
it is said therein that, in case of any alteration in the present form of 
government in Sweden, the court of Saxony would concert with this what 
farther measures were to be taken. The chancellor spoke to me, next, 
about count Czernichew, without giving me time to acquaint him, as | 
intended, with what your grace has wrote to me upon that gentleman's 
subject, in your abovementioned letter of the 16-th. «This count, said 
he, has the Empress’s orders to attend the King, your master, to Hanover, 
but we must try to get a minister at your court, in whom | can place 
an entire confidence». I hereupon told him that it was what I had orders 
from your grace to observe to him and of what little use count Czer- 
nichew would be in England upon the footing he now was there. The 
chancellor replied that | should write to your grace to send me His Ma- 
jesty’s orders to represent here, that, considering the close union and 
friendship, which subsists between the two courts, it were to be wished, 
there was in England a minister in whom the Empress placed a greater 
confidence, than it appeared, she did in count Czernichew; and he desires 
His Majesty will give me leave to communicate these orders, when [| re- 
ceive them in a short letter to him, the chancellor. In the mean time he 
said, he would be thinking of some other court, where he could send him. 
From hence, the chancellor fell upon the affairs of Denmark, inquiring, 
if I had wrote to your grace concerning the orders he had desired should 
be sent m-r Titley to act in concert with baron Korff in every thing and 
without any reservation. I told him, { had and that | did not doubt, but 
your grace would comply with his request. The chancellor was a. going 
to add something more and seemed out of humour, but a servant coming 
ii to let him know, general Bernes was at the door. He told me, he 
would take another opportunity to speak to me about these affairs. 

When general Bernes was come and seated, we began to talk of the 
affair of the accession, and I observed to the chaneellor that there was 
a mistake in the translation he had sent to me, of the treaty of 1746, 
as, likewise, in that I had received from England, which was in the latter 
part of the fifth article, where, speaking of the manner in which the res- 
pective auxiliaries are to be treated, two or three lines are left out and 
the Empress of Russia is named instead of the empress-queen; to which 
the chancellor agreed and we are to draw up new copies. Accordingly | 
then desired to know of the chancellor, when we should come to a con- 
clusion; that this negotiation had been long depending and as it was not 
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natural for my court to think these delays were owing to this court, after 
their having so often requested of the King to come into this measure, | 
had reason to fear they would be imputed to some neglect of mine. The 
chancellor upon this, turning towards the ambassador, asked him with a 
smile, if he did not believe the earl of Hyndford would take off all blame 
from me; that his lordship knew and experienced how things were con- 
ducted here and how difficult it was to fix the Empress and get her to 
set to business, which I know to be true; but, if prudence had permitted, 
I could have answered that her good chancellor came to it, as unwil- 
lingly as she, to proceed. | asked the chancellor, if any thing more re- 
mained to be settled and if he would not fix a day for the signing and 
exchanging the several instruments of the acts of accession. General Bernes 
urged the same, but the chancellor could not yet appoint the day; he 
told us, every thing should be done in the form and manner in which 
His Majesty had proposed, but that he found still a little difficulty in the 
Empress about the declaration to be made in relation to Hanover; howe- 
ver he gave us to understand that it would be got over and in a very 
few days, therefore desired we would only arm ourselves with a little more 
patience. R. 15/26 May. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


Ne 38. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 1-st May o. s. (12-th May) 1750. 


My lord. Since my last I have talked with general Bernes upon the 
subject matter of your grace’s letter of the 30-th March, suggesting some 
expedients to get the chancellor Bestuchew out of the difficulties he is sup- 
posed to have brought himself into by the unadvised steps, he has taken 
with respect to Sweden and I allso acquainted him with what I had wrote 
to your grace, in answer thereto, in my letter of the 24-th past. His 
excellency told me that he had wrote much to the same purpose to his 
court and would continue to advice them to leave off making any further 
representatiuns here upon an affair which this court thinks is over and 
adjusted by the repeated assurances given us of the Empress of -Russia’s 
having no intention of disturbing the peace of the north. The swedish mi- 
nister here has, to my certain knowledge, wrote to his court that their 
alarms were groundless and that he did not perceive here the least design 
or intention of attacking Sweden, unless they changed the present form 
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of government and, even then, this court had assured the ministers of the 
allies here that they would not undertake any thing, without their advice 
and concurrence. If, therefore, Sweden and her allies are not satisfied with 
these intelligeuces, they must have something in view they are not wil- 
ling should be known. The last court day, as I happened to sit next to 
the vice-chancellor, he talked to me about the affair of His Majesty’s acces- 
sion and, as I said that, as soon as that was done, no time should be 
lost in desiring Holland to come likewise into that treaty; he gave me to 
understand that they would be glad to know here first if they should run 
no hazard of meeting with a refusal, which they would not be willing to 
expose themselves to; of which, by the advice of general Bernes, I have 
given notice to m-r Schwartz, the dutch minister. The great chancellor 
gives general Bernes and me hopes that our negotiation will certainly be 
brought to a conclusion some time next week. A few days ago count Ra- 
somousky, the president of the academy of sciences, was declared hetman 
of Ukraine. R. 18/29 May. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 39. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th May o. s. (16-th May) 1750. 


My lord. The last post brought me the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 13-th and also your separate one of the 14-th April, and I am 
glad to find, by the first, that the King was pleased with the accounts, 
I transmitied to your grace in my letier of the 17-th March relating to 
the affairs of the north and of the solemn assurances, given and repeated 
to me of the Empress of Russia’s having no design to undertake any 
thing that may disturb the peace of the north, and your grace may be 
assured Her Imperial Majesty continues in the same resolution and will 
not depart from it without the advice and concurrence of her allies, let 
what will happen. 

As to the affairs of His Majesty’s accession your grace will have seen 
by my last letters that there remained a few difficulties with regard to 
the declaration abuut His Majesty’s german dominions; but that the great 
chancellor told general Bernes and me that he hoped to remove them in 
a few days. The Empress goes, next Tuesday, to Czarko Sielo, where she 
will stay some time; and ‘tis here the chancellor hopes to find more leisure 
and better opportunity to fix her to business and bring things that are 








depending to a conclusion. When I consider the trifling reasons and excuses 
with which the chancellor has and continues to delay the business of the 
accession, I cannot help suspecting that he has not told me the true 
obstacles, for that about the declaration relating to Hanover, he makes so 
slight of himself, that I scarce look upon it, as any at all. Therefore, 
since I am sit down to write this letter, it comes into my head that the 
chief and only reason of all these tedious delays is His Majesty’s not 
having yet returned an answer to count Czernichew’s memorial, concer- 
ning the convention this court had proposed to Sweden; which silence the 
chancellor told me, as I acquainted your grace in my letter of the 28-th 
past, the Empress took, as a neglect and indifference shown to her. This 
is only, my lord, a conjecture of mine, the chancellor never having hinted 
any thing like it to general Bernes or me; but I am afraid, I am not 
mistaken; and, before next post, I will talk about it to general Bernes. 
In the mean time, J could wish your grace would think of returning some 
answer or other to count Czernichew’s memorial, whether the- want of it 
be a hinderance or not to the dispatch of the affair here. The negotiation 
relating to the accession has, to be sure, been conducted with a very ill 
grace, on this side; and | should have told them so, but I was afraid 
that they would have answered that it was as unfriendly, on ours, to 
take so little notice of the memorial presented in the name of the Empress. 

I have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 12-th April, 
inclosing a petition of the principal merchants trading to Persia through 
Russia te the king, concerning their agents here m-rs Mirop and Thompson; 
and I shall in pursuance of His Majesty’s commands make proper appli- 
‘cation that the said Mirop and Thompson may obtain the necessary licences 
to return to England, though | foresee there will be great opposition from 
some of the merchants here concerned in the same trade, for there is a 
great disunion amongst these gentlemen. 

A pretty extraordinary scheme has been formed in Sweden and in 
which some of our british merchants there are concerned, which is to buy 
up and monopolize all the iron in Russia, in order to keep up the high 
price of that of Sweden in England, and in consequence thereof, large 
commissions have been given to the factors of this place, both from Sweden 
and England, but this having been timely discovered, an effectual stop 
will be put to it, and care will be taken that as little of this iron, as 
possible, may fall in the hands of the merchants concerned in this scheme, 
and it would be very proper orders should be given to our custom house 
officers to have a watchfull eye upon what iron is imported from hence 





and upon whose account; for if this scheme should take place, England, 
according to the calculation of some of the merchants here, would lose 
hirty or forty thousand pounds a year. 

As I am informed by my last letters from England that your grace 
would, t’was to be feared, set out for Hanover before my bill of extra- 
ordinarys, containing the expences of my journey, was allowed, ‘tis with 
concern I find myself obliged to trouble your grace again upon that subject. 
Since my departure from England, I have with great difficulties endea- 
voured to reach the time, when | might fall in with the course of pay- 
ments made to the other foreign ministers, rather than to be solliciting 
your grace for special orders and warrants, and I should have succeeded, 
if the abovementioned bill had been passed, as it would have been included 
in the same warrants for the payments that will be made to the other 
foreign ministers about midsummer, but since this cannot now be, I must 
renew my intreaties to your grace, in the most earnest and pressing man- 
ner, that you will be so kind as to call immediately for the said bill and, 
after it has passed the necessary forms, order it to be sent over to England, 
with a special order to be paid with the very next payments made to the 
other foreign ministers, as the said bill ought to have been. R. 22-d May 
(2-d June). P. R. O. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 40. 
M-r Archibald Gibson to the duke of Newcastle. 


Dantzig. 16-th May 1750. 


My lord. I have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
12-th past, whereby I am glad to see that the King being very well sa- 
tisfied with my conduct, has been pleased to grant me my demission by 
a letter to the magistrates of this town, in the most gracious manner, for 
which I beg leave to return my most humble and hearty thanks. 

I have delivered the said letter in the usual manner and have the 
honour to send your grace here inclosed the magistrates letter in answer 
thereunto with a copy of the sdme for your grace’s information, to which 
I beg to be referred. So long as | have been possessed with this charge, 
the honour of the King and welfare of the nation, in my low sphere, 
being always my chief aim, | have carefully avoided and often prevented 
broils and the court being troubled with complaints; and I have gone 


through my business here, such a number of years, amongst all ranks 
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of people in such an easy manuer, as I flatter myself has gained me a 


general good will. 

It’s great satisfaction to me that the magistrates in doing me justice 
herein, give me the opportunity of presenting your grace with this publick 
testimony thereof, and nothing can add more thereunto, than that your 
grace be entirely persuaded of the same, as well as of the most profound . 
respect and consideration. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. & 61. 


N 41. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 8-th May o. s. (19-th May) 1750. 


My lord. Since my last I have seen and talked to general Bernes 
upon the suspicion | have that His Majesty’s not having yet returned an 
answer to count Czernichew’s memorial concerning the convention with 
Sweden, is the reason of the delays, I meet with in the conclusion of 
the affair of the accession. The general, after thinking a little while, said, 


he verily believed, I was in the right; for he recolleeted, the chancellor 
had, two or three times, spoke to him, in a peevish manner, about the 
said answer’s not being come; but as he gave us assurances, from day 
to day, of our negotiation being soon brought to a conclusion and never 
mentioned this omission, as a hinderance to it, it did not come into his 
thoughts that it could, any way, affect the affair of the accession; but 
what I said to him appeared so probable, that he would lose no time in 
finding out the truth and let me know it immediately. 

Notwithstanding the strong and positive assurances, given us, on the 
part of this court, that the unsigned paper, which m-r Panin was said 
to have delivered in Sweden, at the same time, as the memorial relating 
to the convention, never existed, yet the danish minister here has, in con- 
fidence, shown a copy of it to general Bernes and me; and he pretends, 
it was taken from m-r Panin’s own hand writing; which leaves some doubts 
with us, if it be a true one; but, whether it be, or not, we see nothing 
but what is very inoffensive in it, and what does not desrve any thing, 
like the great noise which has been made about it all over Europe. Another 
reason I have to believe, this is not a genuine piece, is that I see none 
for the ministers here denying it, supposing m-r Panin had really given 
it in. R. 25-th May (5-th June). P. R. O. Russia. 1750. 





Ne 42. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 12-th May o. s. (23-d May) 1750. 


My lord. On Wednesday last, I reveived the honor of your grace’s 
letter of the 6-th April, which came by the way of Vienna, and, at the 
same time (as your grace had directed) extracts of your letters of tha, 
date, to m-r Keith. I lost no time in sending to the great chancellor de- 
sirieg to see him, and he having appointed me yesterday in the eveningt 
I accordingly waited upon him and communicated to him your grace’s 
apprehensions that Sweden might be, perhaps, worked up by France and 
Prussia to begin the war; for that France had taken an handle from 
their late conduct and declarations with regard to Sweden, to change her 
pacifick language and to talk higher; that His Majesty, therefore, as a good 
and sincere friend and ally, could not help, on this occasion, renewing 
his advice and exhortations, not only, that Her Imperial Majesty would 
take great care not to be the aggressor in any shape or under any pre- 
tence whatsoever; but, also, to be in the best condition to resist any attack, 
if it should be made. | likewise acquainted the chancellor that, in order 
to procure the best intelligence of the true state of affairs, sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams had received orders to set out immediately for Berlin, 
where he would act in the most intimate friendship and concert with ge- 
neral Puebla and m-r Gross. The chancellor desired me to return your 
grace many thanks for this friendly communication, which he would ac- 
quaint the Empress with immediately. He told me at the same time that, 
by the last and several former posts, m-r Gross had given them long 
accounts of what he conceived to have been the object of m-r Scheffer’s 
errand to Berlin and Stockholm, but that all their plans (if m-r Gross 
was rightly informed) turned upon a supposition that this court would be 
the aggressor; and on this occasion, the chancellor renewed the declara- 
tion he had so often made to me that the King might be assured, they 
would not undertake any the least thing, that could occasion troubles in 
the north; not even should they change the present form of government 
in Sweden, to which he added that he conceived such a change would 
aflect Denmark much more, than Russia; and that he perceived, by the 
danish minister’s discourses, that that court understood it so. Therefore, 
whenever the case should exist, they would certainly wait and see: first, 
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what Denmark will do, who the chancellor said, would, perhaps, then open 
their eyes and see their errors in the late french system they have adopted. 

Having so favourable an opportunity, | put the chancellor upon the 
affair of the accession, asking him, what | should write about it, for that 
really, I was at a loss, what to say. I, roundly, told him my suspicions 
about the reason of these delays; hoping it was not true that two courts 
so closely united in friendship and interests, should take offence at such 
trifles; that, if no answer had yet been returned to count Czernichew's 
memorial, it was more out of regard, than any neglect, as he knew by 
what I had declared to him that His Majesty could not acknowledge the 
casus foederis. The chancellor, interrupting me, said that, next Monday 
(which is after to-morrow) he did intend to call general Bernes and me 
to a conference with him and the vice-chancellor, when we should settle 
every thing relating to the accession; and, without taking notice, whether 
my suspicion was founded or not, added that, when we did return an 
answer to count Czernichew’s memorial, he hoped, it would be a friendly 
one and like that of Saxony; which, having already mentioned to your 
grace, I need not repeat it here. 

I must however acquaint your grace that 1 begin to believe, the 
chancellor is now in earnest and that we shall soon bring the affair to 
a conclusion, for, speaking to me about some representations the danish 
minister had made to him and the answer he had returned, he told me 
that he would let me have copies of them, which I might transmit to 
your grace by the messenger, who should carry the act of accession. 

I herewith transmit to your grace a paper which is said to be a 
copy of the verbal declaration the Piussian minister has orders to make 
to this court. R. 29-th May (9-th June). P. R. O. Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ad litt. 19-th May 1750. 


Copie. 


Déclaration verbale 4 faire 4 la cour de Russie par le ministre de 
Prusse. 


Que le maintien du repos et de la tranquillité du nord faisait un objet 
trop intéressant pour le roi, pour qu’il pdt différer & s’expliquer amiable- 
ment avec la cour de Russie sur les nuages qui s’étaient élevés depuis 
quelque temps et qui semblaient menacer cette tranquillité. Qae sa majesté 
n’avait appris qu’avec peine les premiéres alarmes que Sa Majesté |’Impé- 





ratrice de Russie avait para prendre d’un prétendu changement dans la 
forme du gouvernement suédois et les discussions dans lesquelles on était 
entré avec la cour de Suéde sur une matitre aussi délicate pour toute 
puissance indépendante. Que sa majesté avait vu, cependant, avec une 
véritable satisfaction qu’on écartait en Suede tout ce qui pouvait donner 
lieu au moindre soupgon et qu’on prenait méme pour cet effet toutes les 
précautions qui paraissaient tant soit peu compatibles avee la dignité de. 
la couronne, précautions qui avaient fait d’autant plus de plaisir & sa majesté, 
quelle n’avait pas douté un seul moment qu’elles ne servissent A calmer 
entiérement toutes les appréhensions de la cour de Russie. Mais que sa 
majesté s’était vue & regret trompée dans son attente par le nouveau mé- 
moire que le comte Panin avait remis a Stockholm au mois de Janvier 
dernier et dans lequel cette méme matiére avait été remise sur le tapis 
d’une maniére que toute l'Europe avait pu prévoir la réponse que la cour 
de Suéde avait été obligée d’y donner, pour ne pas préjudicier aux droits 
de son indépendance et a la dignité de sa couronne. Que dans cette si- 
tuation des choses sa majesté ne pouvait sempécher de requérir instam- 
ment et amiablement Sa Majesté I’Impératrice de Russie de se désister 
de toute explication ultérieure et de laisser tomber une affaire, dont les 
suites ne pourraient que plonger le nord dans le trouble et dans la con- 
fusion. Que sa majesté faisait ces instances avec d’autant plus de con- 
fiance, qu’elle y était autorisée par son amitié personnelle pour Sa Majesté 
l’Impératrice, par l’intérét qu’elle prenait a la conservation de la paix et 
enfin par les liaisons, qui subsistaient entre elle et la cour de Suede, en 
vertu du traité de 1747 et dont elle ne pourrait pas se dispenser de remplir 
les engagements, de concert avec ses alliés dans le cas, ol la Suede, contre 
toute attente, serait attaquée, et que sa majesté se flattait que toutes ces 
considérations engageraient la cour de Russie a se contenter de la réponse polie et 
convenable de la cour de Suéde et a fournir ainsi une nouvelle preuve de la 
pureté de ses intentions pour l’affermissement de la paix et de la tranquillité, 
dont Sa Majesté Impériale avait déja donné des assurances si positives a 
toutes les cours intéressées au repos du nord. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. X 61. 


Ne 43. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 19-th May o. s. (30-th May) 1750. 
My lord. My last was of the 12-th instant, in which | acquainted 
your grace that the chancellor had promised to send for general Bernes 
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and me, the Monday following, in order to settle every thing relating to 
the accession; but we were again disappointed and, as | could not ima- 
gine what could be the reason of this new delay, | chose not to trouble 
your grace with a letter, by the last post, rather than to hasard any farther 
conjectures upon this most extraordinary proceeding. | am now told, at the 
chancellor’s desire, that it is absolutely necessary, he should speak, once 
more, with the Empress about this affair, before he called us to another 
conference. But [ begin to believe, I was not mistaken in what I wrote 
to your grace about count Czernichew’s memorial, and that they are out 
of humour here, at His Majesty’s answer being so long in coming; and 
a person of great rank here, whose name | am _ not, however, at liberty 
to make use of at present, has confirmed me in this opinion. In a few 
days the Empress is expected in town and we shall then see, what new 
pretences the chancellor will find for delaying matters. On my part, | am 
resolved to press him no more, but will wait, ‘till he sends for me of 
himself, which, I doubt not, but he will do for they cannot be so blind, 
as not to see that. in their present situation, they stand more in need 
of the King’s friendship, than His Majesty does of theirs. 

General Bernes, the imperial ambassador, acquainted me, some weeks 
ago, that, on account of his eldest brother’s death, he should be obliged 
to ask for his recall; and he now tells me, in confidence, that his re- 
quest has been granted and that general Bretlack, whom he succeeded, 
would come hither again. 

I received, by the last two mails, the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 17-th of the last mouth. As to the affair of His Majesty's acces- 
sion, your grace will have seen by what is above, how unable I am, 
hitherto, to send any clear and satisfactory account about it. But, with 
regard to the-affairs of the north, I believe | may venture to repeat my 
former assurances, that this court will follow the advice given by the 
King and empress-queen; and that there will not be the least appearance 
of any design of committing hostilities, on this side. | am told that no 
reply will be made to the swedish answer, given to m-r Panin’s last me- 
morial, which agrees with the resolution, they have taken of letting this 
affair rest, where it is, and which they confirm by the language, they 
daily hold, namely, that Sweden has no reason to apprehend any attack 
from hence on account of their refusal of entering into the convention pro- 
posed by this court; that the Empress hoped the solemn assurances, given 
by the Sweden, of their having no design to change their present form 
of government, were sincere, but should it happen otherwise, Her Impe- 





rial Majesty would then see, what measuwes her own interest and thie 
peace and tranquillity of the north required, she should pursue; and this 
is the purport of the answer which the chancellor tells me shall be re- 
turned to the king of Prussia’s declaration, of which | transmitted to your 
grace a copy in my letter of the 12-th instant. We suppose it is by his 
prussian majesty’s orders that copies are handed about here, for it has 
not yet been delivered, nor has the prussian minister here received any 
orders yet upon the new ceremonial, established by this court with re- 
gard to the ministers of his character. 

A few days ago, | had a message from the great chancellor count 
Bestouchef, by order of the Empress, which was to desire your grace 
would be so kind as to give directions that the inclosed paper may be 
inserted in*the Evening Post, being a refutation of some falshoods published 
in that paper, concerning m-r Boerhave, Her Imperial Majesty’s first phy- 
sician. KR. 5-th (16-th) June. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Copie dun article 4 insérer dans lEvening Post. 
A St.-Pétersbourg, le 15 May 1750 


C’est avec beaucoup de surprise que la cour a vu par la gazette 
anglaise qui se débite sous le titre d’ Hvening Post N: 6188 dans l’extrait 
d'une lettre de La Haye du 26 mars qu’on venait d’apprendre par quel- 
ques lettres de St.-Péiersbourg que m-r de Boerhave, conseiller privé, pre- 
mier médecin de I'lmpératrice et archiatre, était tombé en disgrace etc. On 
est d’autant plus indigné contre ce faux donneur d’avis de Pétersbourg, 
que I'Impératrice n’a cessé un moment de combler de toutes sortes de bien- 
faits le dit m-r de Boerhave et continue actuellement de rendre justice a 
son mérite, en sorte qu'il est presque tous les jours auprés de sa personne 
sacrée ayant des appartements a la cour et se trouvant toujours a la suiie 
de Sa Majesté Impériale dans ses voyages. On est sérieusement cccupé a 
l'heure qu'il est & déterrer ce calomniateur pour lui faire subir un chati- 
ment digne de sa témérité. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. ¥% 61. 


Ne 44. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Hanover, 20-th (3l-st) May 1750 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 arrived here late on Thursday night and 
had the pleasure to find His Majesty (God be praised!) in perfect health. 





M-r Stone had, before my arrival, laid before the King all the let- 
ters that had been received from you, since I left England; and on Friday 
I had that of the 1-st instant. 

His Majesty is very glad to find that the court of Russia continues 
their resolution to do nothing that may disturb the peace of the north. 

General Bernes will have received from the court of Vienna an account 
of some general hints, that had been flung out by count Tessin to the 
austrian minister at Stockholm. ‘ 

We have, every day, more reason to believe that the allies of Sweden 
(so far from encouraging that crown to take any step that may endanger 
the peace at present) may be brought to consent to (or even, themselves, 
to suggest) some means of giving a farther satisfaction (though perhaps 
not directly to Russia) relating to the maintenance of the present form of 
government in Sweden. 

I must set you right in a mistake you seem to have been in rela- 
ting to the unsigned paper, given by m-r Panin or, perhaps, taken down 
from m-r Panin’s own mouth in his presence. | have, myself, a copy 
of it and am sorry | did not send it to you '). But I. say this only for 
your own information; for, as the court of Russia think fit to deny it and 
as the thing is over, it would by no means be prudent for you to stir 
in it or to say any thing farther upon it. 

All your late letters give me reason to expect every hour the arrival 
of Lamb, the messenger, with an account of the conclusion of His Ma- 
jesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746, according to the form transmitted 
to you from England. 

I hope the invitation of the republick of Holland will be immediately 
made, and | think there is no reason to doubt of their concurrence. 

Should the States General be omitted, one great view of connecting 
and cementing the principal allies by this accession would be disappointed. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. | 


N 45. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 26-th May o. s. (6-th June) 1750. 


My lord. I had nothing | worth giving your grace the trouble of a 
letter by the last post. The day before, at two o'clock in the morning, the 





1) The unsigned paper given by count Tessin is plainly an answer to it. 





Empress returned to town from her late excursions into different parts of 
the country; but, to my certain knowledge, the chancellor has not yet 
seen her, but in publick, or as he has attended on her at church; so that 
neither general Bernes or I have heard one word, since my last of the 
19-th instaat, concerning the business of His Majesty’s accession, which 
lies quite dormant with regard to this court, and will continue to do so, 
till the chancellor is pleased to awaken it, for general Bernes has taken 
the resolution, as well as I, not to mention it to him any more, unless 
any new orders, we may receive, oblige us to do it. The dispatch of bu- 
siness here meets [with] the greatest delays, not only on the part of the 
Empress, who is not to be brought to it, without a most tedious atten- 
dance and sollicitations; but the great chancellor’s domestick evils will not 
allow him the freedom of thought necessary to catch at the few oppor- 
tunities, that do offer of bringing his mistress to a final determination upon 
the great and many affairs, that are depending. 

Not many days ago, we were, here, under the greatest fears for the 
chancellor, both his wife and son having threatened him, in a publick 
and most outrageous manner, that they would be his accusers to the Empress 
and join openly with his enemies in prosecuting him; so that all his house 
is now in the utmost confusion and distraction. But | shall reserve, for 
another opportunity, what I have more to say upon this subject, as like- 
wise upon the present situation of this court, which will furnish me matter 
for a very ample dispatch. | 

We continue to be quiet here and free from any apprehensions of 
the peace and tranquillity of the north being disturbed by any ill-judged 
attempts, on the part of this court; therefore, it is to be hoped, neither 
Sweden, or her allies, will be sv inconsiderate, as to take any siep which 
may oblige Russia to rouse out of the ease, sloth and inaction, which 
both the sovereign and her ministers seem, at present, inclined to indulge 
with regard to all business and affairs, whatsoever. 

On the court of Berlin’s being informed of the new ceremonial made 
here with regard to ministers who had no distinct character, they have 
sent m-r Wahrendorff credentials as minister plenipotentiary, with which 
he has acquainted the great chancellor, but I do not hear any day is 
yet fixed for his audience. R. 26-th June. P. R. 0. 1750. X 61. 





Ne 46. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Hanover. 27-th May (7-th June) 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. 1 have received, since my last, your letters of 
the 5-th and 8-th of May o. s. and as His Majesty perceives that you 
are of opinion that the not having given an answer, in writing, to count 
Czernichew’s memorial has occasioned the repeated and affected delays, 
made by the chancellor Bestuchef in the affair of the accession. the King 
has ordered me to transmit to you the inclosed answer, which, however, 
His Majesty leaves to your discretion to deliver, or not, as you shall think 
proper, especially, as, in some of your late letters, you was strongly of 
opinion that it would be better to let this affair drop for the present, which 
was, now, in so good a way, and the delivery of a formal answer, in 
writing, would not only revive it, but that in the strongest manner. 

You will see, this answer is, in substance, the same (though shorter) 
with what you was directed, by my letter of the 23-d of February, to 
declare in His Majesty’s name; and what you might then have given in 
writing, had it been desired; and I own, I wonder, you did not do it, 
since you seem to think, it was expected, though I can hardly think that 
your not giving, in writing, an answer, which they have long known and 
which cannot be very agreable to them, can be the occasion of their de- 
laying @ measure so necessary for themselves, as that of His Majesty’s 
accession to their treaty of 1746 is; and which has been so long desired 
and so much insisted upon by them. 

] am very glad to find that the uureasonable difficulty made to the 
giving the declaration relating to His Majesty's german dominions, is like 
to be over; and | will still flatter myself with the soon arrival of Lamb 
with the instruments of the accession signed. 

I acquainted you, in my last, that there was certainly an unsigned 
paper given by m-r Panin to which that returned by count Tessin was an 
answer. I wonder, you think it so harmless an one; for, if you consider 
it well, you will find that the conclusion contains a direct threat that, 
if they have not satisfaction, this was the last time, that they would ask 
it in that manner, that is by way of memorial. However, the less, that 
is said about it now the better. P. R. 0. 1750. M 61. 
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Réponse au mémoire du comte de Czernichew, ministre plénipotentiaire 
de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies, presenté a Londres 
le 6-e février 1750. 


Le roi n’aurait pas tardé si longtemps 4 rendre une réponse, par écrit, 
au mémoire du comte de Czernichew du 6-e du mois de février dernier, 
si Sa Majesté avait pu douter que I’Impératrice edt été suffisamment informée 
de ses sentiments par les communications faites de sa part au comte de 
Czernichew et par la réponse verbale qui avait été donnée et réitérée par 
son ministre a Pétersbourg, et si le roi n’avait mieux aimé qu’une réponse 
(qu'il appréhendait de n’étre pas satisfaisante a tous égards pour Sa Ma- 
jesté Impériale) se fit de bouche, plutot que par écrit, comme pourtant le 
colonel Guy Dickens avait ordre de faire du commencement, si on l’avait 
souhaité. | 

Mais Sa Majesté ne peut avoir aucune difficulté de mettre par écrit 
ce qu'elle a déja fait déclarer si souvent de bouche par son ministre, savoir, 
que le roi avait été bien faché qu’on edt jugé a propos d’ordonner & m-r 
Panin de remettre le mémoire du mois de janvier dernier, vu que, dans 
la situation actuelle des affaires, et aprés tout ce qui s’était déja passé 
sur ce sujet, Sa Majesté ne pouvait espérer aucun effet salutaire de cette 
démarehe. 

La cour de Russie sait bien que le roi a déconseillé, dés le com- 
mencement, toute démarche qui pourrait commetire ja tranquillité du nord 
et que Sa Majesté a déclaré quelle ne pourrait y concourir; et le roi ne 
peut aucunement regarder le refus de la Suéde de consentir a la conven- 
tion proposée dans le mémoire de m-r Panin comme un acte offensif ou 
capable d’autoriser I'Impératrice & agir en enuemi envers cetie couronne 
‘ou de downer 4 Sa Majesté Impériale un juste titre de réclamer I’assis- 
tance de ses alliés en vertu de leurs traités défensifs avec la Russie, et, 
par conséquent, Sa Majesté ne peut pas reconnaiire Vexistence du casus 
Federis, si ce vetus de la part de la Suéde servait de prétexte aux troupes 
de la Russie d’entrer sur les états de Sudde et que les dites troupes y 
rencontraient de l’opposition de la part de la Suéde. 

Le roi voit avec plaisir, par les avis qu'il a regus de la Russie et 
par la déclaration faite par ordre de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les 
Russies '), qu’elle persiste toujours dans les mémes dispositions pacifiques, 
dont elle avait fait profession de ne rien commencer qui pdt troubler la 





1) Au ministre du roi a Pétersbourg. 





tranquillité du nord, et méme, qu’en cas de la mort du roi de Sudde ou 
de. quelque attentat de changer la forme du gouvernement dans ce royaume, 
Sa Majesté Impériale ne ferait rien ni ne prendrait aucune démarche sans 
l’avoir préalablement concertée avec ses alliés. 

Cela étant, le roi V’aurait cru inutile d’exposer par écrit les senti- 
ments ci-dessus énoncés sur le dernicr mémoire de m-r Panin, si Sa Ma- 
jesté n’avait appris qu’on avait attribué au manque d’égard, ce qui- véri- 
tablement n’était que leffet de sa délicatesse pour Sa Majesté Impériale. 

Le roi prend cette occasion de réitérer les déclarations qu’il a si souvent 
faites; que si, contre toute attente, Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Rus- 
sies serait attaquée par qui que ce soit, Sa Majesté ne manquera pas de 
remplir le plus religieusement ses traités défensifs envers elle, et le roi 
saisira avec plaisir toute occasion de cultiver et avancer cette harmonie 
et bonne intelligence qui subsistent si heureusement entre les deux cou- 
ronnes et qui sont si nécessaires pour leurs intéréts mutuels et de témoigner, 
en méme temps, son égard pour Sa Majesté Impériale et le haut cas que 
Sa Majesté fait de son amitié. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. M 61. 


N 47. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 29-th May o. s. (9-th June) 1750. 


My lord. The fit of lethargy which this court has fallen into, con- 
tinues still. The evening before last | was at court and made a party at 
ombre with the great chancellor, but, neither before or after, did he say 
one word to me about any business, though he had several times an 
opportunity, as the court was very thin and no body near us. The Empress, 
as frequently happens, did not come out of her apartment, that evening 
and this day, or to-morrow. She removes to Petershoff where she proposes 
to spend the remainder of the summer, remote from business and appli- 
cations of any kind. 

To restore peace and order in the great chancellor’s house, his friends 
have proposed to him to move his son out of it and send him a travelling, 
which he has agreed to, and to allow him about eight hundred pounds 
a year. 

General Bernes, in a visit he made me yesterday, told me, he expected, 
now, every day a courier from Vienna with his letters of revocation, at 
which he seemed to rejoice very much, seeing how things go here a. pre- 
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sent. Speaking of the negotiation we have depending, he is of opinion that 
the chancellor’s domestick troubles may have a share in the delays we 
meet with, as well as their ill humour on account of His Majesty’s answer 
not being yet come to count Czernichew’s last memorial, for, I am enti- 
rely at a loss what to judge of the matter and sometimes suspect that 
something must have been wrote to count Czernichew, to which they expect 
an answer, before they will renew the conferences upon the affair of the 
accession. 

On Sunday last m-r Wahrendorff, the new prussian minister pleni- 
potentiary, had his first private audience of the Empress and afterwards 
of the great duke and dutchess. R. 29-th May. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 48. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 2-d June o. s. (13-th June) 1750. 


My lord. Since my last having made a visit to general Arnheim, the 
saxon minister who is indisposed, | heard, with a good deal of surprise, 
that the great chancellor had told him in confidence, a few days before 
that all the points relating to His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 
1746 were adjusted and the respective instruments ready to be signed 
and exchanged. Hereupon I went to general Bernes to know, if he knew 
any thing of the matter; and he told me, he had heard so from general 
Arnheim, as well as I; but that the great chancellor, who had made him 
a Visit, only two days ago, had not so much as mentioned the affair of 
the accession to him, upon which general Bernes very naturally observed 
that he did not really know what name to give to such a method of pro- 
ceeding, but he thought, it was time to come to an explanation; and that 
he would take that task upon him, as he should have an opportunity to 
do it to-day or to-morrow, having received an estafette from his court 
with dispatches, which he had orders to communicate to the chancellor. 

Amongst other things they write to general Bernes in the said dis- 
patches that, at Vienna, they had discovered that the king of Prussia 
had formed the design of putting the prince of Conti, in concert with the 
Turks and Tartars, upon the. throne of Poland, when the present king shall 
die. General Bernes tells me, m-r Richecourt has, also, orders to commu- 
nicate this advice to our court; and added that he was likewise informed 
that the young pretender had been at Berlin incognito and had several 
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private audiences of the king, in which his prussian majesty gave him 
the friendly advice that, whenever he went again into Scotland to go over 
as a protestant, which would be of great service to him. 

The Empress has put off her journey to Petershoff, till after the 
whitsun hely days. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. \ 61. 


Ne 49. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. &-th June o. s. (16-th June) 1750. 


My lord. The evening before last being court day, | went thither, 
as usual, and made one of the great chancellor's party of ombre, as | 
had done the Sunday before; and, as we were waiting for general Apraxin, 
who was the third, the chancellor told me that their minister at Berlin 
had transmitted hither, at the desire of the prussian ministry, the king 
of Prussia’s declaration relating to Sweden, and that their answer lay now 
before the Empress, who would sign it, either as yesterday, or to-day; 
and upon my appearing surprised at his saying the Empress was to sign 
it, he replied: «Yes, it was necessary she should sign it, for that it was 
an order for twenty thousand men regular troops and two thousand cos- 
sacks, to go and reinforce, immediately, the troops, they had in Livonia; 
and that this was the only answer his prussian majesty should receive, 
from hence, to his declaration». The chancellor having told me himself, 
some time ago, as I acquainted your grace, thai they did intend to return 
an answer to this declaration and, even, informed me of the purport of 
it, in general, I attribute this change, in their first resolution, to an express 
which general Arnheim, the saxon minister, received, a few days ago, 
from Warsaw; and who has brought a letter from the king of Poland, all 
in his own hand writing to the Empress, renewing his instances, in the 
most pressing manner, for the immediate release of the duke of Courland, 
and I doubt not, but this same courier has brought some account of the 
intrigues and workings of the court of Berlin in Poland, in order to inflame 
the nation against this court on account of their proceedings with regard 
to that dutchy. And besides this, | have reason to suspect, there is some 
concerted jugle in this affair, which | shall take another opportunity to 
explain to your grace, which I begin to hope, again, will offer soon. For, 
after the chancellor had done speaking to me about the prussian decla- 
ration, he mentioned the affair of the accession; and, taking me by the 
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hand, begged I would have a little more patience; that he had the thing 
more at heart, than 1; that it should, certainly, be done to my entire 
satisfaction; but that I must begin to see, it was not, always, in his power 
to bring matters to as speedy a conclusion, as he could wish. And he 
sent to me, yesierday, his favourite and confident m-r Funck,* the saxon 
chargé d'affaires, to repeat the same assurances to me. M-r Funck told me, 
at the same time, that he had taken the liberty to scold the chancellor 
for his dilatoriness, telling him that he was the occasion of the most 
important affairs of Europe being at a stand, and that in particular his 
court waited, only, to see, in what form and manner His Majesty had 
acceded to the treaty in question, in order to come to a resolution about 
their accession. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
20-th/31-st May from Hanover, by which I had the pleasure to see that 
you was safely arrived there and had found His Majesty (God be praised! ) 
in perfect health. 

We have done, now, speaking to this court about their past tran- 
sactions with Sweden, hoping they have repented of them and will, accor- 
ding to their strong and repeated assurances, do nothing, for the future, 
but in concert with their allies. As to the affair of the accession, my late 
letters will have informed your grace of the delays and disappointments, 
we have met with in this negotiation; but, if I may depend on what the 
chancellor told me, on Sunday last, and the assurances, given me yesterday 
by m-r Funck, it will, now, be soon brought to a conclusion. R. 22-d June 
(8-th July). P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N% 61. 


N 50. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 9-th June o. s. (20-th June) 1750. 


My lord. In my letter of the 2-d instant I acquainted your grace 
that general Bernes had received a courier frem Vienna, upon which he 
had desired to speak to the great chancellor; but what would surprise your 
‘grace very much, if you were not apprised of their manner of doing bu- 
siness here, is that, to this day, that general, ambassador, has not been 
able to obtain an audience of the chancellor. The day before yesterday, 
we dined together at general Arnheim’s, the saxon minister, when general 
Bernes renewed his instances to the chancellor for an audience, that he 
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might dispatch one of the many couriers, he had here upon his hands. 
The chancellor put him off again, till next week; but as a matter which 
might furnish the general with a pretence to get rid of one of his couriers, 
he told him looking towards me that my negotiation was now come to 
maturity and that he might write to his court, every thing was agreed 
upon; and that we should soon put a finishing hand to that affair. Ge- 
neral Bernes immediately informed me of the conversation, he had had with 
the chancellor; and I acquainted him, at the same time with what had 
passed between the chancellor, m-r Funck and me, a few days before, 
upon the same subject. This gave us both pleasure, but far from being 
compleat, for; like all other works that are in hand here, we know not, 
how long it will yet be, before this is finished. 

I informed your grace, in my last, of the saxon minister’s having 
received a courier from Warsaw with a letter from the king of Poland to 
the Empress, and that your grace may be acquainted with one of the 
motives, till I explain to you the secret one that engaged his polish ma- 
jesty- to take this step. 

I herewith transmit to your grace a copy of a letter from the mi- 
nisters and senators of Poland to his polish majesty, concerning the affairs 
of Courland. 

On Wednesday last the Empress removed from hence to Petershoff 
with an intention to reside there the remaining part of this summer. R. 
26-th June (7-th July). P. R. O. Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


Copie de la lettre des ministres et sénateurs de Pologne & sa ma- 
jesté polonaise touchant les affaires de Courlande. 


Sire. Les plaintes qui viennent fréquemment a votre majesié du peu 
d’ordre et d’union qui subsiste en Courlande, malgré les trés justes et trés 
sages dispositions que votre majesté y fait, rappellent chaque fois a sa 
clémence royale que l’absence d’un duc est la cause principale des mal- 
heurs qui affligent cette province. Les différentes idées que la plupart 
des habitants se forment du sort de ce pays par l’intérét qu’ils supposent 
que l’on aura au dehors de protiter de sa situation indécise, mettent au 
dedans la confusion dans les esprits et dans toute chose. 

Votre majesté, dont l’amour paternel s’étend également sur tous les 
états et peuples que Dieu a confiés & son gouvernement, n’a pas manqué 
d’apporter tout le reméde possible aux maux qui désolent la Courlande, 
mats ils sont restés sans effet, parce que les bons offices employés et 
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si souvent réitérés pour le rétablissement du duc, comme feudataire de 
la république, n'ont point eu de succes désiré. 

Aujourd’hui que Sa Majesté I’lmpératrice glorieusement régnante, par 
son équité et clémence naturelle a bien voulu adoucir la situation du due, 
tellement qu’a la condition de prinze, il n’y manque qu'une entiére liberté; 
ii est & esperer, plus que jamais, que la magnanimité de Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale ne lui permetira pas de laisse: sa grace imparfaite. Sa générosité. 
nous doit, au contraire, assurer que le refus qu'elle fait encore au duc 
de son relachement n’a d’autre raison, qu'une satisfaction particuliére que 
Sa Majesté Impériale veuille avoir de ne l’accorder, qu’a l’amitié de votre 
majesté et de la république. 

_Cest pourquoi, Sire, qu’a l’'arrivée de votre majesté dans son royaume, 
nous, ses fidéles sénateurs et mipistres, prenons la liberté de lui repré- 
senter la triste situation des duchés de Courlande et de Semgalle, |’embarras 
dont la république est menacée et la nécessité qu'il y a du rétablisse- 
ment du duc, les dispositions favorables de Sa Majesté Impériale de le 
relacher, et supplions trés humblement votre majesté de permetire que nos 
priéres pour le relaéchement de ce prince accompagnent a la cour de Sa 
dite Majesté Impériale les bons offices et démarches si souvent réitérées 


que la sagesse de votre majesté lui dictera de faire auprés de Sa dite 
Majesté Impériale, conformément a Ja bonne harmonie, amitié et intelli- 
gence qui subsistent heureusement entre elle, votre majesté et la république. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1750, Ne 61. 


Ne 51. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 12-th June o. s. (23-d June) 1750. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 7-th instant, with a copy of the written answer to be returned to 
count Czernichew's memorial of the 16-th February last, which I am glad to 
have in my possession, but, as His Majesty is pleased to leave it to my 
discretion, to deliver it, or not, as 1 shall think proper; I will not do any 
thing in this affair before | have taken the advice of some friend; lest 
I should be obliged (as general Bernes was, with respect to the empress- 
queen’s answer) to return this back, in order to have it altered and made 
more palatable to them. Besides, I begin to think, as your grace observes, 


in your abovementioned letter, that the not giving, in writing, this answer, 
6 
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is not the true reason of the delays, we have met with in the affair of 
the accession; though the chancellor was not sorry to let general Bernes , 
and me run away with that notion, not being willing to let us know the 
true one; which consisted in the insurmountable difficulties, he found in 
drawing his mistress off the pursuit of her diversions, so as to bring’ her 
to enter into the particulars of this negotiation and to sign the necessary 
orders and powers for the college of foreign affairs to conclude it. The 
chancellor, however, begins now to speak more plainly. Two days ago, 
general Bernes had the audience, he had been so long soliciting for; when 
amongst other things, the chancellor complained grievously to him of the 
Empress, whom he was obliged to run after, day after day, without being 
able to fix her to any business; that that of the accession being one, which 
he had the most at heart, he desired general Bernes to write to him a 
letter, pressing, in the strengest manner, the immediate conclusion of it 
and representing what an ill grace such delays had after the repeated 
invitations and instances, made to His Majesty to accede to the treaty 
of 1746; which letter the chancellor would lay before the Empress and 
would have, he hoped, the effect, he expected from it. The chancellor de- 
sired, likewise, general Bernes to tell me, I should, also, write a short 
letter to him upon the same subject, but barely to put him in mind of 
the negotiation, that is depending, and desiring to know how it stood; 
which, I think, [ may venture to comply with. 

How difficult so ever, it may be, to bring the Empress to set about 
the dispatch of business, I find it is not so, when hers, or, | believe, | 
should say, her ministers anger and resentment are moved. In my letter 
of the 5-th instant I acquainted your grace with the confidence, the chap- 
cellor had made me at court, of an order then lying before the Empress 
for a body of twenty thousand regular troops and two thousand cossacks 

_ to go and reinforce immediately the troops in Livonia; and which was to 
serve, as an answer, to his prussian majesty’s declaration. This order was, 
accordingly, signed on Wednesday last, but I am sorry to inform your 
grace, that, besides the trvops, that are to march towards Livonia, another 
body of twenty three thousand men is ordered, by this same whkase, to 
hold themselves in readiness to reinforce the troops in Finland; and all. 
the staff-officers, who are to command the armies in Livonia and Finland, 
are appointed and named. We are persuaded that it is not their design 
to undertake any thing; and that their only view ip these orders and 
dispositions is to mortify the king of Prussia and show him, how little 
they mind his late declaration; yet we foresee, what a handle Sweden 
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and her allies will take from hence to publish. abroad, how little the assu- 
rances, given us, of the pacifick disposition of this court, are to be de- 
pended on. They cannot help here, being very much surprised, whatever 
the thoughts and intentions of the court of Berlin might have been, some 
months ago, that they would at this present time and long after they 
knew for certain this court had no design to disturb the peace of the 
‘north make such a declaration here, as they have done to show, there- 
fore, how much this court resents it, not content with the orders given 
to their troops, an article is sent, by this post, to Holland to be inserted 
in the gazettes there containing an account of all that I have wrote to 
your grace above. 

All I shall say more to your grace upon the unwritten or verbal 
declaration, made by m-r Panin, is, qu’ils se donnent toujours ici au diable 
que cela n'est pas vrai. 

‘Twelve ships of the line and six frigates lie ready at Cronstadt to 
put {o sea, in order to exercise their seamen, as they usually do every 
summer. R. 29-th June (10-th July). P. RB. 0. Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


N52. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 16-th June 0. s. (27-th June) 1750. 


My lord. In my last I informed your grace of the orders, which had 
been given here for the reinforcement of the troops in Livonia and Fin- 
land, as also of the article sent to Holland, in order to be inserted in 
the gazettes of that country; the substance of which article | am now 
able to let you know is as follows. 

«That in Finland there are now 27.000 men regular troops, several 
companies of hussars and 500 cossacks; to which latter one thousand more 
were to be added; ani that orders had actually been issued for the abo- 
vementioned corps to be reinforced from the districts of Petersburg and 
Novogorod with twenty regiments, making about forty three thousand men; 
part of which, in case of necessity, may be put on board of galleys and 
joined with the other troops, pursuant to their operations both by land and 
water; to which end, one hundred and ten galleys were ready to be put 
to sea, namely fifty at Petersburg, forty at Revel and twenty at Frede- 
richsham; that the general officers, appointed to command this respectable 
army, consisted in a general in chief, three lieutenant generals, seven 
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major generals, three brigadiers and a quarter master general; that the 
magazines in Finland were so fully provided with provisions and necessa- 
ries of all kinds, that not only the corps which is now there, but that 
ordered to reinforce it, may plentifully subsist out of them a whole year; 
but, should it be necessary to recruit the said magazines, it could easily 
be done from Petersburg and it’s district with one hundred thousand ool 
(viz. bushels) of wheat, as many of oats and one million of pood (viz.° 
forty thousand pound weight) of hay etc. By all which dispositions it appea- 
red, the army in Finland will continue there, some time longer. Orders 
have, also, been given fo reinforce the army in Livonia with twenty thou- 
sand men regular troops and two thousand cossacks». 

As I have already observed to your grace, we foresee, here, very 
well what noise these orders and dispositions will make all over Europe; 
though in truth, it is nothing else but a rodomontade. And so far from 
having any design to undertake any thing, it would be a cruel disap- 
pointment to them, if they were desired, now they are in such a formi- 
dable situation, to give some marks of their anger and resentment. All | 
fear is that Sweden and her allies may take a pretence from these hostile 
appearances, to begin the attack and insist, they were not the aggressors, 
as they were obliged to do it in their own defence. 

Your grace will have heard, long before this reaches your hands, 
that count Lynar, the danish minister at this court, is appointed to suc- 
ceed the late m-r Schulin in the department of secretary of state for fo- 
reign affairs. | have not had an opportunity to talk with the chancellor 
upon this nomination, since we were informed of it; but as he and count 
Lynar have been long acquainted, it lies now, I think, on the chancellor 
to make the attempts, he recommended to His Majesty, with regard to 
whosesoever should be m-r Schulin’s successor. Count Lynar is no violent 
man and would have it thought, as I have found in his conversation with 
me, that his system is for the union of the maritime powers, but, at the 
same time, he frequently holds that unintelligible jargon for which all 
the ministers in the french interest are remarkable; as, that his court has, 
indeed, engagements with France, but that, nevertheless, their hands are 
free and at liberty to contract any such with other powers, as they shall 
find for their interest and advantage; that, in case France should be attacked, 
Denmark is not obliged to furnish that crown any succours. But if France 
should attack any power whatsoever, Denmark is at liberty to act against 
France; which appears, at least to me, a direct contradiction. 

The affair of His Majesty’s accession remains in the same situation; 
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we are morally sure, it will be concluded, and in the very manner His 
Majesty has proposed; but when we are not able to tell. To-morrow I am 
to be at general Bernes’s, to concert about the letter, the chancellor has 
desired us to write to him, upon this negotiation. R. 3-d (14-th) July. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. NM 61. 


N53. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Hanover, 21-st June (2-d July) 1750, 


Cypher to the end. Sir. I have regularly received your several 
letters of the 12, 19, 26 and 29-th of May and the 2-d of June and 
have laid them all before the King; but as I was constantly in expecta- 
tion of the arrival of Lamb, the messenger, and have had no particular 
commands from His Majesty, I have not wrote to you, since my letter 
of May 27-th (June 7-th), inclosing the draught of an answer in writing ‘to be 
returned to count Czernichew’s memorial, in case you should think it ne- 


cessary. | 
The continued delays that are made in the affair of the accession are 
so unaccountable, that, notwithstanding what general Arnheim told both 
general Bernes and yourself, I have almost given over the thoughts of 
that important measure being brought (at least, soon) to a conclusion. 

lt was most earnestly desired by the two empresses; it is, undoub- 
tedly, greatly for their interest. His Majesty, out of regard to them and 
from a desire to unite himself, most closely, with their imperial majesties, 
has consented to it; and you have, actually, had a full power, some months, 
for that purpose. If, through the negligence or. caprice of the court of Pe- 
tersburg, it should miscarry, His Majesty will content himself with ha- 
ving done his part and shown his disposition to it. 

Count Czernichew came hither a few days ago. I find him abso- 
lutely without any instructions or, indeed, knowledge of the present dis- 
position of his court. He only tells me that he is promised soon to have 
an account of every thing relating to the accession, when that affair shall 
be concluded; but this letter he received before he left England. 

He is, indeed, directed to apply that m-r Titley may be ordered to 
join with baron Korff to prevent m-r Bernsdorff’s succeeding m-r Schulin, 
and to favour count Holstein, the younger, or count Lynar. He said his 
court was displeased with a supposed reservedness in m-r Titley towards 
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baron Korff. | mentioned to him the behaviour of that minister to m-r 
Titley and assured him that m-r Titley had orders to act in perfect con- 
cert with the rassian minister; that His Majesty had, immediately upon 
m-r Schulin’s death, directed m-r Titley to use his best endeavours in 
favour of such person, as should be best inclined to the common interest; 
but that m-r Titley was not able to do any thing; and it was generally 
thought that m-r Bernsdorff would be the person, though there is a no- 
tion, that he has refused it; that any direct opposition to m-r Bernsdorff 
might only pique and provoke him; and could be of no service, besides, 
as he is a subject of the King, it would be improper for His Majesty to 
be personally opposing him, and that, without any appearance of success. 
However m-r Titley will have orders to join with baron Korff, in dis- 
posing upon all occasions both, his danish majesty and his minister, to 
take that part, that is most for the king of Denmark’s own interest and 
would be the most agreable to His Majesty and the Empress of Russia. 
But I am afraid, the king of Denmark is, at present, too strongly enga- 
ged for representations of that kind to have any immediate effect. 

The King is very glad to find that the court of Russia continues in 
the same pacifick disposition. By all our advices there is nothing, at pre- 
sent, to be apprehended from Sweden or their allies, so that His Majesty 
hopes, the peace and tranquillity of the north will be preserved; and one 
may see, by ‘your letters, that the chancellor Bestuchef seemed rather to 
wish that things might remain as they are; and the peace be thus pre- 
served, than to come to any closer accommodation or enter into any par- 
ticular measures for that purpose. The preservation of the peace is the 
great point. If that be fully secured, His Majesty’s object is obtained. 

His. Majesty was very sorry for any domestick uneasiness that may 
have been occasioned to the chancellur Bestuchef; but the King hopes, by 
your late letters, that that affair is now over, to the chancellor's satis- 
faction. . 

It is very true that His Majesty has had intelligence that the court 
of France have, already, thought of the prince of Conti for king of Po- 
~ fand, in case of a vacancy; and His Majesty has give notice of it to the 
court of Dresden. The King’s ambassador at the Ottoman Porte will be 
informed of it, in order to prevent the Porte from entering into any enga- 
gement with France and Prussia upon that head. As the intelligence came, 
originally, from the court of Vienna, His Majesty left it to them te make 
the proper communication of it to the court of Petersburg. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1750. N 61. 
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Ne 54. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 23-d June o. s. (4-th July) 1750. 


My lord. | had nothing worth giving your grace the trouble of a 
letter by the last post. On Sunday general Bernes sent to the great chan- 
cellor the minute of the letter, he had been desired to write to him upon 
the affair of the accession for his approbation; but it has not yet been 
returned to the general. Amongst other things the general says in it that 
such affected and repeated delays in the conclusion of this negotiation 
might, at last, perhaps give offence to His Majesty; especially, as the 
measure he had consented to come into, was at the earnest and repeated 
(desire of the two imperial courts. The chancellor thinks this passage too 
strong and proposes to soften it a little. My letter is, also, ready and con- 
sists, only, in a short memento of the negotiation that is depending; but 
it is to no purpose sending it till they are agreed about general Bernes’s. 

On Monday, 1 spent the whole day and part of the night at baron 
Wolf’s country-house with the chancellor, general Bernes and general 
Arnheim, the saxon minister. But the chancellor did not say one word 
to us about the accession; and yet general Arnheim told me that, being 
the evening before, at the chancellor’s, he had desired him to write to 
his court to lose no time in sending him a full power to sign the act of 
his polish majesty’s accession, for that every thing would be settled and 
concluded with me, either this week, or the next, at farthest; I do begin 
to believe, the chancellor is driven to his very last retrenchments and is 
ashamed of his mistress’s and his own sloth and indolence. Yet, I question, 
if I shall be able to dispatch Lamb before the latter end of next month. 

I] took an opportunity, on Monday last, to talk to the chancellor 
upon the nomination made of count Lynar to succeed m-r Schulin in Den- 
mark, and put him in mind of what he had desired me to write to your 
grace, concerning whoever should be the said m-r Schulin’s successor. 
The chancellor answered, he had not forgot it; and that, in a very little 
time, he would let me know, what advances he had made upon count 
Lynar, in order to secure him to our interests. The chancellor seemed very 
much pleased at the choice, his danish majesty had made of count Lynar, 
preferably to baron Bernstorff, who had been talked of and who, the 
chancellor said, was a greater frenchman than m-r Puyzieulx. | talked 
also to the chancellor about some letters, I had received the day before 
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from m-r Porter, His Majesty’s ambassador at Constantinople, giving me 
an account of the declaration, which had been made to m-r Nepluef upon 
the affair between this court and that of Sweden. The chancellor said, 
they had received the same advice, and, though he seemed to make slight 
of this declaration, saying it would blow over, yet | perceived it afforded 
him matter for reflection, and I believe, he could wish they had not been 
so hasty in the orders, given for the reinforcement of the troops in Fin- 
land and Livonia. The chancellor promised to let me have a copy of their 
answer to the abovementioned declaration, as soon as it was ready. R. 
10-th (21-st) July. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. & 61. 


MN 55. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Hanover. 24-th June (5-th July) 1750. 


Sir. I received, on Friday last, the favor of your letter of the 5-th 
of June and immediately laid it before the King. 

The circumstance, which you mention of the order to be sig- 
ned by the Empress of Russia for twenty thousand men regular troops 
and two thousand cossacks, to go and reinforce immediately the russian 
troops in Livenia, and that this was the only answer his prussian majesty 
would receive to his declaration, is a very material one. And, though the 
King is very far from blaming this measure, His Majesty being unacquainted 
with the motives that may have made it advisable; yet, as the King is, 
every day, more convinced of the necessity of not taking any offensive 
step and of dving nothing, either with regard to Prussia, or Sweden, that 
might be called an act of aggression, on the part of the Empress, His 
Majesty would have you take the first opportunity of exhorting the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef to adhere to those pacifick declarations which he has s0 
constantly made to you and, especially, of late. And you will particularly 
observe to him that, though the Empress of Russia has thought proper 
so considerably to reinforce her army in Livonia, His Majesty is persuaded 
ihe greatest care will be taken to avoid any, ihe least, act of hostility, 
or any measure, than can be called an act of aggression, on the part of 
the Empress, either against Prussia or Sweden. 

It is unnecessary to repeat to you the reasons which induce His 
Majesty to continue to be of this opinion; they have been so fully and 
so often stated to you. I shall only observe that, as the preservation of 
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the peace is His Majesty’s object, it- holds equally in afl cases; and there 
can be no reason for not beginning any act of hostility against Sweden, 
that does not hold, as strongly, with regard to Prussia. 

It is His Majesiy’s pleasure, that you should endeavour to inform 
vourself of the reasons of this resolution and of the purport of the orders 
sent to general Arnheim; both which the King imagines may relate prin- 
cipally to the affairs of Poland. 

I conclude, by what you say in this last letter, that you will soon 
be able to redispatch Lamb with an account of the conclusion of the affair 
of His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. 
Ne 61, 


N 56. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 26-th June o. s. (7-th July) 1750. 


My lord. Thow, as I have. before acquainted your grace, his prus- 
sian majesty’s declaration, relating to the affairs of Sweden, was read to 
m-r Gross, the russian minister at Berlin; m-r Wahrendorf, the new prus- 
sian minister at this court, communicated the same again, on Saturday 
last, to the great chancellor in a conference, he had desired of him for 
that purpose. On which occasion the chancellor told m-r Wahrendorff that 
he might write to his court that the Empress did not intend to return 
any answer to the said declaration; and, at the same time, added (but 
as his the chancellor's opinion, only) that, if the Swedes made no alte- 
ration in their present form of government, they had nothing to fear from 
hence; but, if ever they should attempt it, it was not his prussian ma- 
jesty’s declaration, nor twenty more, like it, that should hinder her Impe- 
rial Majesty from opposing such a design with all her forces. In short, 
that the Swedes were to show, by their behaviour, whenever the crisis 
existed, if they were determined to live, or die. This language of the chan- 
cellor’s is not very conformable to that, held and repeated to general Bernes 
and me; namely, that, if they did change the form of government. in 
Sweden, nothing should be done, or undertaken, on the part of this court, 
without the advice and approbation of their allies. But, should we take 
notice of this contradiction to them, they would certainly tell us, they con- 
tinue in the same resolution, and though they thought proper to quiet the 
apprehensions of their friends and allies with regard to their supposed 
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intention of disturbing the peace of the north, they were not obliged to 
have the same regard and complaisance for Sweden and her allies. There 
is one circumstance, however, which I think it is proper, I should take 
notice of to your grace, as it may have a great influence on the measures 
of this court; which is, that count Lynar, the danish minister, has often 
declared here that the king, his master’s, interest was so greatly con- 
cerned in the maintaining of the present form of government in Sweden, 
that should any attempt be made to alter it, his danish majesty would 
certainly oppose it with all his forces; even, though Russia should not 
concur with him in such a measure. If these are the real sentiments of 
the court of Denmark, it is not, I am afraid, all our representations here 
will prevent that power and this from entering into such a concert, as 
may most effectually defeat the vicws and designs of the ruling party in 
Sweden; which, whatever they may say, or declare, to the contrary, are 
certainly to introduce the sovereignty, as the only expedient left for them 
to escape the punishment due to their male, corrupt and iniquitous admi- 
nistration, ever since they have been in power. 

General Bernes having been in the country for a few days, | know 
not what resolution has been taken with regard to the letter, he was to 
write to the chancellor upon the affair of the accession. But I heard from 
other hands that the chancellor continued to talk of this negotiation to 
all the ministers of our allies, as entirely settled and adjusted. So that 
I] hope he will fix a day for the signing and exchanging of the respec- 
tive instruments. 

M-r Chamberlain, factor to the company of english merchants trading 
to Persia through Russia, arrived here a few days ago; where being .infor- 
med of the new revolution that has happened in Persia by the deposing 
of the schah Sharug and the setting up of Sudyman, he has wrote to 
me 2 letter, the copy of which is here inclosed, upon the letter which 
His Majesty has been pleased to grant him to Sharug Schah. \f His 
Majesty approves of m-r Chamberlain’s making the alteration he desires 
in the direction of His Majesty’s said letter, your grace need only give 
me notice of it and I shall acquaint him with His Majesty’s pleasure by 
a letter, which shall be forwarded to him by some of his principals, who 
are here. R. 13-th (24-th) July. P. B. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 
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M-r W. Chamberlain to m-r Guy Dickens. 


St. Petersburg. 22-d June (3-d July) 1750. 


Sir. You have been informed, that I have the honour to bring with 
me His Majesty’s letter, desiring the clemency and justice of the king of 
Persia, with regard to the plunder of the british house in Gilan in 1748. 

Immediately on my arrival here, I heard, that Sulyman shah had 
been prefered to Sharug shah agreable to the advices received from the 
british factor Richard Wilder, dated in Resht the 5-th of March 1759, 
and which has been since confirmed. 

According to the intelligence the british factory here have received, 
Sharug was only set up to serve a turn for a time, but that Sulyman 
is really of the royal blood on the mother’s side (being a son of one of 
the sisters of shah sultan Hussein), from whose government Persia at 
length expects her redemption from the miseries of civil war, no compe- 
titor for the crown at present appearing. 

You are sensible, sir, that His Majesty's letter must be of the grea- 
test consequence to the interest and protection of the merchants his sub- 
jects, in whose behalf His Majesty was pleased to grant it and accor- 
dingly has sent it by me directly from his court; but as the pame therein 
mentioned is Sharug, you will please to take the proper measures that it 
may be altered to Sulyman, which | can easily do myself with the same 
exactness and beauty of letter and without loss of time in the passing 
through the office at London, which the present season of the year will 
not admit off and the neglected tranquillity of Persia make of great con- 
sequence to the concerned. I have the honour to subscribe with the greatest 
respect. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. \ 61. 


Ne 57. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Hanover. l-st (12-th) July 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. | received, on Friday last, the favour of your 
letter of the 12-th of June and laid it immediately before the King. 

As to the affair of His Majesty’s accession, you did very well to 
write the letter, you were desired. But, till it is actually done, you will 
not be surprised that, after so many delays, no great dependance can be 
had upon what may pass relating to it. 
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His Majesty perceives, that besides the reinforcement of twenty thou- 
sand men and two thousand cossacks for Livonia, another body of twenty 
three thousand men is also ordered to hold themselves in readiness to rein- 
force the troops in Finland. After the solemn assurances that have been 
so often repeated to you by the Empress of Russia’s order, the King cannot 
imagine, that this is done with a design to undertake any thing or to 
begin any act of hostility. Yet (as you very rightly observe), Sweden 
and her allies will probably take an handle, from hence, to publish abroad, 
how little the assurances given to his majesty of the pacifick disposition 
of the court of Russia, are to be depended upon. To prevent which, it is 
His Majesty’s. pleasure that you should endeavour to procure from the 
chancellor Bestuchef a renewal of those assurances and, particularly, that 
notwithstanding the Empress of Russia has thought fit to reinforce her 
troops in Livonia and to have another body of troops in readiness to rein- 
force those in Finland, yet it is Her Imperial Majesty’s firm intention to 
preserve the peace, on her part, and not to begin any act of hostility, 
either against Sweden, or any other power. 

This will prevent any ill use, that those, who do not wish well to 
Russia, might otherwise make of this step. 

As this measure is founded upon the king of Prussia’s declaration, 
I should be glad to have a copy of it with a particular account of the 
time, when it was made and of any other circumstances which you may 
be able to learn relating to this affair. 

The inserting in the dutch gazette an account of this measure does 
not look, as if it was to have any serious consequence. 

P. §. Since writing what is above I have found the declaration 
transmitted in your letier of the 12-th of May, which was said to be a 
verbal declaration, which the prussian minister had orders to make from 
his court. J only, therefore, desire to know, whether the declaration, now 
made, be the same, and whether it was given in writing and signed. 
P. B. O. Bussia. 1750. NM 61. 


N 58. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 3-d July o. s. (14-th July) 1750. 


My lord. I had nothing worth giving your grace the trouble of a 
letter by the last post, nor am I able to say, when I shall, for both the 





Empress and her great chancellor seem more.and more to run away from 
every thing that has the appearance of business. 

On Friday last being the anniversary of the great duke’s name day, 
it was celebrated at Petershoff when general Bernes told me, the chan- 
cellor has not yet sent him back the minute of a letter, he was to write 
to him upon the affair of the accession. The said general received, the 
day before, a courier from his court, who brought him the advice (and 
nothing else of any consequence) that general Breitlack had been named 
to succeed him as ambassador to this court which is matter of great joy 
to general Bernes, who is heartily tired with his present situation; and 
this consideration, together with the desire of quitting this court with a 
good grace, makes him so timorous, that he avoids, as much as _ possible, 
pressing any one point of business, which meets with the least rub or 
difficulty; as | experienced in this affair of the accession, for his court, . 
as well as this, having sollicited His Majesty to come into this measure, 
it lays on him in my opinion to represent to them, in the strongest manner, 
their absurd and ridiculous behaviour on this occasion and in particular 
to the chancellor, who, whatever he may pretend, is more in fault, than 
his mistress, for he is grown invisible spending whole nights with his 
friends at his country house, not far from hence, and coming to town 
only to sleep. In this situation I am determined, the next time I see 
the chancellor, to speak to him in a bold, but respectful manner and de- 
sire him plainly to let me know, what I am to write to your grace con- 
cerning the negotiation that is depending, for that I was ashamed to 
amuse your grace, any longer, with continual hopes of it’s being brought 
to a speedy conclusion and yet not to be able to say, any one step has been 
taken towards it. R. 20-th (34-st) July. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 59. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 7-th July o. s. (18th July) 1750. 


' My lord. On Wednesday last I received the honour of your grace’s 
letter of June 21-st (July 2-d). As your grace left it to my discretion to de- 
liver, or not, the answer, you sent me in your letter of May 27-th 
(June 7-th) to count Czernichew’s memorial, I must acquaint your grace, 
that I have not thought proper to make any use of it yet; as general 
Bernes, to whom I have shown it, joins in opinion with me that our friend, 





the chancellor, would be for making alterations in it, which, | am_per- 
suaded, His Majesty would not easily agree to; for, though he does not 
desire, as he tells me, the casus foederis should be acknowledged, yet 
he would not have it denied; which has occasioned a paper-war, for these 
three or four months past, between this court and that of Vienna; and | 
question, if it be yet entirely ended. Should the chancellor give me any 
the least distant hint again about this answer, | shall tell him, I have 
it and read it to him. But their thoughts here, at present, seem to be 
quile otherwise employed. After four days sollicitation general Bernes had, 
the day before yesterday, an audience of the chancellor, in which he 
acquainted him, by order of his court, with the nomination that had been 
made of general Breitlack to succeed him, as ambassador here. General 
Bernes took this opportunity to leave with him the letter 1 have so often 
mentioned to your grace concerning the accession with such corrections, 
as he thought, would be most agreable to the chancellor and which con- 
sisted only in representing the great service and advantage which a speedy 
conclusion of negotiation would be to the common cause, and leaving out 
what he had insinuated before of the offence, His Majesty might perhaps 
take at such delays after the repeated invitations made to him by the two 
imperial courts. | am now, at the chancellor's desire, to write to him such 
another letter only much shorter, and, as I have already informed your 
grace, verily putting him in mind of this affair, the conclusion of which, 
by our method of proceeding, will, I doubt not, appear to your grace still 
a little remote. But, 1 think, | may venture to assure your grace that 
it will certainly be brought to perfection and, perhaps, sooner, than we 
expect. For every thing is transacted here by flights; and when general 
Bernes and | shall think on it the least, we may be called to a con- 
ference and finish the thing at once. 

The preservation of the peace which is the object, His Majesty has 
so greatly at heart is likewise what, I think, may be looked upon, as 
secured on this side, notwithstanding the hostile countenance they have 
put on, since the prussian declaration; unless Denmark will begin a war 
which I can hardly believe, they seriously intend; let, what will happen 
in Sweden, if his danish majesty is not very sure of the concurrence of 
some other powers, as well as this. 

As I propose taking the pretence of the letter 1 am to write to the 
chancellor to desire to speak with him, 1 hope to be able, after this 
interview, to write a little more fully to your grace upon several articles 
of business, though I should be better pleased to reserve them for Lamb, 
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the messenger, if I sec any likelihood of dispatching him soon. R. 24-th July 
(4-th August). P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 61. 


N 60. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Hanover. 8-th (19-th) July 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. 1 received the favour of your letter of the 16-th 
June, and the only point in it, upon which | have any commands from 
the King (for as to the accession you may imagine, His Majesty is weary 
of giving orders about it) is the account, you give of count Lynar’s appoint- 
ment to succeed the late m-r Schulin. | do suppose, this may be true, 
though there is nothing of it yet declared at Copenhagen, and, on that 
supposition, His Majesty has ordered me to direct you to express to m-r 
Lynar the King’s great satisfaction at the choice, the king, his master, 
has made; that His Majesty knows his (count Lynar’s) sentiments and good 
disposition for the most perfect union and good correspondence between his 
majesty the king of Denmark and the Empress of Russia; and that the 
King doubts not, but he will always employ his best endeavours for the 
promoting and strengthening that union, so much for the interest of the 
respective parties; that His Majesty is glad to hear that the king, his 
master, has his hands free; and that the surest way for them to remain 
so, is to prevent any closer alliance or common engagements being ente- 
red into with the king of Prussia, which count Lynar’s credit with the 
king of Denmark may, most probably, effect. And you may assure him 
of the King’s affection for the king of Denmark and of His Majesty’s de- 
sire upon all occasions to cultivate his friendship. You will, also, talk, 
very seriously, to the chancellor Bestuchef upon this nomination. You will 
represent to him that, as he has now the minister at Copenhagen that 
he most wished, and as that minister is now actually, at the time of 
his nomination, at Petersburg, it behaves the chancellor to do his utmost 
to fix him in the right interest, before lie leaves Russia (which, it is to 
be supposed, m-r Bestuchef may do) and to give him such advice and 
instructions, as may (if count Lynar be so well disposed) best enable him 
to prevent (as far as may be possible) the great inconveniences to be 
apprehended, to the common interest, from their late engagements with 
France and Sweden, and, particularly, the taking any engagements with 
the king of Prussia, or suffering that prince to accede to those, lately 
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taken by Denmark with France and Sweden, or the king of Denmark’s 
acceding to the treaty of 1747 between Prussia, France and Sweden. If 
this can be done, it will be something, and a great disappointment to the 
views of France and Sweden; for you may be assured that the getting 
the king of Prussia to be comprehended, some way or other, in their late 
treaties is a principal and material object of France, Sweden and Prussia. 

There is also another point which m-r de Lynar may effectually 
prevent; and that is the jealousy which, in the late m-r Schulin’s time, 
was growing (or seeming to grow) at the court of Denmark of the power 
of Russia; which France had represented (and with some success) was 
more to be feared by the king of Denmark, than any attempt of a change 
in the form of government in Sweden. And it is remarkable, that the 
court of Denmark have seemed, of late, very easy upon this last point. 
And the Swedes pretend to say that his danish majesty had answered 
baron Korff, that no foreign power had a right to concern themselves with 
the interiour affairs of that kingdom. 

These are only the great lines of what may be suggested to count 
Lynar; but, if that gentleman is as well-intentioned, as has been suppo- 
sed, and if the chancellor Bestuchef will give proper attention to fix him 
in that good disposition, m-r Bestuchef must know, what points are the 
most likely to take with him and the most proper to talk to him upon. 

1 write this letter upon a supposition that the intelligence of the 
appointment of m-r de Lynar will be confirmed; if not, it is, in a great 
measure, out of the question. I hear from m-r Titley that baron Berns- 
torff ‘has the king of Denmark’s leave to go to his own estate for two 
months, which looks as if he was not the person. 

By my last letters from Sweden, I find, it was resolved to send a 


reinforcement of 8:000- men inte Finland. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 61. 


XN 61. 
Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 10-th July o. s. (21-th July) 1750. 


My lord.‘On Sunday ‘last 1 received the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 5-th July np. s., by which I find, as I expected, that His Majesty 
was not a little surprised at the sudden orders given here for reinforcing 
their troops in Livonia. We had, indeed, strong suspicions at first that 
this resolution had some relation to the affairs of Poland and that there 


was a concert between the first ministers of this court and that of Dres- 
den to give some false alarm here in order to quicken the duke of Cour- 
land’s releasement from his present confinement, but we find we were mis- 
taken; and, as a proof of il, general Arnheim has not been able to obtain, 
yet, an audience of the Empress to deliver to her the letter he has re- 
ceived from the king of Poland, all in his own hand writing, in conse- 
quence of the application made to his polish majesty by the ministers and 
senators of the republic, praying him to use his most effectual offices. at 
this court, for the immediate reinstating count Biron in his dutehy of 
Courland. All the motions, therefore, here, on the side of Livonia and 
Finland, have no other object, than the showing the king of Prussia the 
little regard they have for his late declaration. But, at the same time, 
they give the strongest assurances to the ministers of all their allies that 
they continue in the firm resolution not to be the aggressor, or to give 
the least occasion to troubles and disturbances in these parts. If this be 
their real intention, as we verily believe it is, we think they have not 
acted very. consistently with the dignity of so great an empire, in making 
so much noise and spreading such alarms, as these measures must do 
without any design. 

The chancellor has kept so closely to his garden since my last, that 
we know not if he is dead, or alive; but I shall use my utmost endea- 
vors to see him, either in town, or country, before the next post; as it 
is absolutely necessary I should have some explanation with him before 
I write the letter he desires upon the affair of the accession. | shall, at 
the same time, make to him the exhortations | am directed upon the late 
military dispositions; and 1 should have done it without waiting for any 
orders, had he given me an opportunitiy; for His Majesty’s chief object 
being the preservation of the peace, it holds to be sure equally in all 
cases that may disturb it whether on the side of Sweden, Prussia or any 
other; and your grace may be assured, I shall regulate my discourse and 
representations, accordingly, on all occasions, where I shall find it neces- 
sary. R. 27-th July (7-th August). P. B. 0. Bussia. 1750. N 61. 


N 62. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 11-th July o. s. (22-d July) 1750. 


My lord. A few days ago, a secretary of the college of foreign affairs 
brought to me a pro memoria signed by the great chancellor and the 
7 
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vice-chancellor concerning a ship called the Providentia belonging to one 
of the Empress of Russia’s subjects and which was taken by a british 
privateer in the year 1747, a copy of which pro memoria together with 
the demands of the master of the said ship for losses and damages amoun- 
ting to 29.015 risdollars, | herewith transmit to your grace and, as 
this is an affair which | am an entire stranger to, | must beg to know 
what answer I am to return to this complaint. R. 30-th July (11-th August). 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Pro memoria des comtes A. Bestouchef et M. Worontzof du 7 (18) 
juillet 1750, pour Venvoyé extraordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire 
de Sa Majesté le roi de !a Grande-Bretagne m-r de Guy Dickens. 


L'envoyé extraordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté le 
roi de la Grande-Bretagne m-r de Guy Dickens est sans doute déja ample- 
ment informé par les mémoires qui ont été remis de temps en temps A 
son prédécesseur mylord Hyndford du procédé illégal de John Stephenson, 
armateur anglais, qui s’est emparé du vaisseau «ProvidentiaS appartenant a 
un marchand de Riga, nommé Henry Wewel, sujet de Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale. Cette affaire, apres avoir été trainée pendant l’espace de 26 mois, 
vient enfin d’étre jugée au dernier ressort dans le conseil royal. Mais comme 
par l’arrét qui en a été donné, la partie intéressée ne doit avoir pour toute 
satisfaction, que la reddition du vaisseau et de la cargaison avec la perte 
de tous les frais et dommages trés considérables, auxquels elle a été 
exposée, tant par l’injustice dont on en a usé envers elle dés le commen- 
cement, que par la longueur du proces, le ministére de Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale ne peut s'empécher de prier m-r l'envoyé extraordinaire et ministre 
plénipotentiaire de vouloir bien représenter & sa cour, de la maniére qu'il 
jugera la plus convenable, pour que le susdit jugement du conseil royal 
soit revu et changé en telle sorte qu’outre la _reddition du vaisseau avec 
ses agrds et de tous les effets et murchandises, dont il a été chargé, le 
propriétaire reguive en méme temps pour son eutidre et juste indemnisation, 
conformement a la justice de sa cause et un traité de commerce qui subsiste 
entre les deux nations, le remboursement des susdits frais et dummages 
détaillés dans la spécilication ci-jointe, Sa Majesté Impériale attend de 
amitié du roi avec d’autant plus de confiance cette marque d’équité et 
de justice, que les sujets anglais qui traliquent en cet empire, bien loin 
d’étre exposés a de pareils inconvénients, jouisseut toujours et préféra- 
blement & toutes les autres nations de plusieurs avantages et de toute la 
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protection nécessaire a la sdreté et a la commodité de leur commerce, 
sans faire mention de la facilité avec laquelle I'Impératrice s'est portée en 
dernier lieu, nonobstant toutes les autres considérations, a satisfaire Sa 
Majesté Britannique ayant fait délivrer aux marchands anglais une quantité 
irés considérable de fer en paiement de l’argent qui leur était dQ par m-r 
de Schomberg, ci-devand directeur général des mines de cet empire. P. R. 0. 
Russie. 1750. N 61. 


Calcul des dépens et dommages qui par lta prise que l’armateur anglais 
a faite du vaisseau nommé «La Providence» ont été causés aux inté- 
ressés de ce vaisseau et de sa cargaison. Londres, le 3 Avril 1750. 


Le dit vaisseau, aprés avoir été amené a Douvre-Pier, le 25 Dé- 
cembre de l’an 1747, par le capre nommé «le prince d’Orange» et commandé 
par le capitaine Jean Stephenson y eut encore la méme nuit la quille et 
32 piéces de fond de cale fracassées par la seule négligence de l’arma- 
teur et regut encore d'autres endommagements, qui y firent entrer cette 
méme nuit l’eau jusqu’a cing pieds et demi. Or pour remédier a cet acci- 
dent et faire en sorte que le navire ft en état de mettre en mer, on a 
été obligé de le faire conduire & Londres et de ly décharger. Quelques 
aunées aprés, savoir le 21 Février de Pan 1750, le dommage effectif du 
vaisseau fut taxé par des personnes jurées et nommément par le capitaine 
Thomas Wilkins, maitre de la maison de la Trinité et par Henry Bord, 
Jean Mandell et Robert Carler, tous trois maitres charpentiers de navire a 
Londres, qui ont estimé le dit dommage a 762 liv. st. 5 sh. 2 d., laquelle somme 


risd. fl. gros. 


comptée a 4 sh. 7 s. par risdale espdce fait 3.326 — 19*/, 

Payé a Douvre pour deux protéts exhibés contre 
larmateur avec une attestation de mon équi- 
page, comme aussi pour des copies de ces 
documents et pour une traduction anglaise 
d'un placard publié a Riga, le tout mon- 
tant & quatre liv. st. 11 sh. ou. 

Pour la taxe des feux 4 Douvre 131. st. 158 sh. 

Pour les frais de mon voyage a Douvre et 
Londres et pour le retour, par trois fois, 
12 Bio Me os pees cayuel! 6 Awomiea Wis 

Pour la taxe du port & Douvre 18 liv. st. 
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Provision & m-r Minet & Douvre 5 liv. st. 
13 sh. . spel ag aka der leer 

Prix de sonde, en metiant en mer de Douvre- 
Pier 2 liv. st. 4 sh. et prix de sonde en 
allant & Londres 9 liv. st. 13 sh., ce qui 
fait ensemble 11 liv. st. 17 sh. 

Payé pour le vaisseau & Deptford ot il fut 
un jour avec Kettings 7 sh. 6. 

Aux ouvriers pour aider a méttre le vaisseau 
dans le dock de Greenland, pour I’'y dé- 
charger et recharger, comme aussi aux 
gardes-cétes, péteurs et autres officiers de 
la douane, qui avaient été présents a la 
charge et décharge, en tout 53 liv. st. 22 sh. 

Prix d’assurance pour le vaisseau de Douvre 
& Londres, a "/,°/o avec la police, fait 22 


livres st. 2; comme aussi courtage a '/,°/o. 


fait 6 liv. st. 5, en tout 28 liv. st. 7 s., ou 
un notaire pour deux insiruments concer- 
nant Vendommagement du vaisseau avec 
une copie du dernier des susdits instruments, 
1 liv. st. 14.7. . ob letein « 
A nos procureurs et avocats pour plaider notre 
cause dans le «Doctors Commons» et aux 
commissaires de l’appel 423 liv. st. 19 . 
Loyer du magasin, ob l'on a mis notre chan- 
vre et paiement pour le vaisseau d’avoir 
été durant ce temps avec toute sa cargaison 
au dock Greenland, en tout 80 liv. st. 10. 
A m-r Will. Fraser, qui a été chargé de la 
correspondauce du vaisseau et de la car- 
gaison, pour ses peines de méme que sa 
provision, @ proportion de la cargaison et 
du vaisseau, estimées 4 18.194 risd. esp. 
et a cing °/o du capital, comme de coutume 


risd. 


231 


123 


351 


909 


fl. 


2 


gros. 


29 


13"/, 


3'/o 


24'/s 


3 


Depuis que le vaisseau a été amené a Douvre, jusqu’a ce qu'il a ét 
reléché et remis en état de partir d'ici, il y a 26 mois, durant quel temps 
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les frais pour les provisions de bouche et les gages a payer par mois, tant 
pour mon équipage, que pour moi-méme, montent a ce qui suit. 


risd. fl. 

Le salaire que je regois par mois est de 24 

risd. esp., ce qui fait pour les dits 26 mois 624 
A mon pilote Daniel Feif 4 15 risdales esp. 

par mois... ty , 390 
A mon charpentier Pierre Havers, a 14 ris 

esp. par mois . . .. 364 
A 7 matelois, & chacun 6 ted. esp. pa mois 1.092 
A deux mousses, a 3 risd. esp. par mois a 

chacun . . . 156 
Frais pour la scendiiare de 13 Rowman en 

eee , , 2.251 
Pour la mienne et pour mon lepement, avec 

mes autres dépenses extraordinaires, en tout 861 
Pour des couleurs, du suif, de la résine, du 

cambouis et autres matériaux pour entretenir 

le vaisseau durant tout ce temps 16 liv. 

st. 3. 8. ou. 


Ayant été obligé de payer ces 13.343 risd. 
esp. —, ces 26 mois, je ne compte 
plus qu’un */°/o par mois pour les intéréts 
d’un an, ce qui fait . 

Le vaisseau et sa cargaison a coité ‘effecti- 
vement aux intéressés, lorsqu’il partit la 
dernitre fois de Riga, 18.194 risd. esp. 
Ii est en méme temps a considérer que le 
vaisseau et la cargaison ont élé détenus 
ici durant 26 mois, temps pendant lequel 
les intéressés ont été privés du profit qu’ls 
auraient pu tirer de l'un et de l'autre, outre 
qu’une partie de la cargaison sest gatée 
et quoique le vaisseau ne soit plus si bien 
conditionné qu’autrefois, je ne veux cepen- 
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risd. fl. gros. 

dant compter pour la perte sur Je capital 

mentionné, qu’un °/o par mois, ce qui fail. 4.730 I r 
Lorsque l'armateur nous fit savoir le 25 Dé- 

cembre 1747 et encore longtemps aprés, notre 

cargaison valut en France, selon un certifi- 

cat, assuré par serment, 93.011 liv. 12 

sous, monnaie de France, ce qui fait. . 18.602 
Et a Vheure qu'il est, la cargaison ne vaut 

plus en France suivant les avis que nous 

en avons, que 44.905 liv., ce qui ne 


fait que .. , 8.961 -—- — 
Ainsi le capre a fait pendte aux intéressés 

par la prise du vaisseau 9.641 risd. esp., 

et je compte pour les peines extraordinaires 

que j’ai eues mnie 500 — 
Done le dummage entier est de dup. SUeaD 21 


N- B. Pour ne pas dire ce que lon pourrait compter pour Je temps 
perdu, durant la détention du vaisseau, et de ce qu’on aur:it pu gagner 
pendant tout le temps-la ni de ce que Jes intéressés ont encore a metire 
a compte. Jean Boyser. P. R. 0. Russie. 1750. N 61. 


N 63. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 14-th July o. s. (25-th July) 1750. 


My lord. The day before yesterday, as I had sat down to write to 
the chancellor to desire he would give me leave to speak to him, either 
in town, or country, | had a message from his excellency by one of his 
secretaries, which was to put into my hands two papers he had men- 
tioned to me several weeks ago and which, I acquainted your grace, I 
should transmit by Lamb, the messenger. The one is intitled «Réflexions» 
and contains count Lynar’s, as he pretends, but, in truth, late m-r Schu- 
lin’s thoughts upon the affairs of the north and some expedients for ter- 
minating all disputes about the supposed design of altering the present 
form of government in Sweden; which consists in the three following arti- 
cles: 1 mo, that Russia would be satisfied with the guaranty which the 
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allies of Sweden were disposed to give of the continuation of the said 
form of government; secundo, that Russia would withdraw their troops 
from the frontiers and disarm; and, ¢ertzo, that as to bring about these 
matters, some mediator was necessary, Russia having no minister in France, 
nor France in Russia. It is submitted t» the consideration of this court, 
if the king of Denmark would not be the properest mediator they could 
choose. The other paper contains the great chancellor’s answer, which re- 
jects ail the expedients proposed. Both which papers, as I am desired not 
to send them by the post, I shall transmit to your grace by Lamb, whom 
I have, again, hopes of redispatching soon; for the abovementioned secre- 
tary told me, he had, also, orders from the chancellor to speak to me 
about the affair of the accession and to entreat me to have, only, a very 
little patience more and that every thing should be done and concluded, 
as I had proposed apd desired, myself; for that the several instruments, 
on their part, lay ready and prepared in the college of foreign affairs; 
and that nothing was. wanting to bring this work to perfection, but the 
Empress to put her hand to a paper lying before her, for authorising the 
two chancellor’s to proceed to the signing, upon which I| told the secre- 
tary that, since their instruments were ready, I hoped the chancellor 
would send them to general Bernes or me, that we might compare them 
with ours, by which means we might save some time and prevent any 
mistakes; which the secretary promised to mention to the chancellor, so 
that I am now a little sanguine that we shall not be long before we see- 
an end of this. tedious negotiation; especially as | hear that the Empress 
came to town last night to give count Lynar his audience of leave; and, 
probably, the chancellor will now prevail on her to sign the abovemen- 
tioned paper. Since writing what is above the great chancellor’s secretary 
has brought to me the instrument I had asked for, which looks as if mat- 
ters were, in good earnest, drawing to a conclusion. R. 31-st July (11-th 
August). P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. & 61. 


Ne 64. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 17-th July o. s. (28-th July) 1750. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 12-th July n. s. and, after so many delays, I am not surprised 
to find, thereby, the little dependance you have upon what may pass here 
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relating to the accession. Your grace will have seen, by my last, the rea- 
sous I have to hope this negotiation will, however, at last be brought to 
perfection; and | believe, | may venture to assure your grace that 
you may entirely depend upon it, but when, I am not yet able to 
say. The Empress, as I have acquainted your grace, came to town 
last Saturday morning; but, after having spent it in examining a great 
number of new silks, that are lately arrived here, she disappeared in the 
afternoon and went to Czarko Siclo; her chancellor is also gone and hid 
himself, again, in his garden, so that we question very much, if any 
business was done during the Empress’s short stay in town. 

As to the reinforcements lately ordered to be made here to the troops 
in Livonia and Finland, your grace may be assured, they will not have 
any serious consequences and that they have not the least disign to under- 
take any thing or io begin any act of hostility. Since these motions, | 
have had opportunity of speaking to the chancellor only in publick; but 
in the audience general Bernes had of him, a few days ago, upon the 
nomination made of general Breitlack to come, as ambassador, to this 
court, the chancellor renewed to him, in the manner your grace desires, 
the assurances he had so often given us of their pacifick dispusition and 
even promised him, that the reinforcement ordered for Finland, should 
not set their feet in that province; but, at the same time, he told ge- 
neral Bernes, who acquainted me with it, at the chancellor's desire, that 
these assurances and promisses were only for his information and mine 
aud the satisfaction of our respective courts. As to the prussian declara- 
tions, on which their late measures are founded, that, made to m-r Grogs 
at Berlin and that, made by m-r Wahrendorff, the prussian minister here, 
are, word for word, the same as the copy I transmitted to your grace 
in my letter of the 12-th May. It was not given in writing or signed, 
only read, but in so slow and distinct a manner, as showed they desired 
a copy should be taken of it. R. 3-d (14-th) August. P. R. 0. Russia. 


1750. N 61. 


N 65. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 21-st July o. s. (1-st August) 1750. 


My lord. When the Empress came to town on Saturday last, she did 
not give her chancellor an opportunity of talking to her of any business, 
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but by her orders and appointment he went yesterday morning to Peters- 
hoff, where if the very fine weather, we have had these two days past, 
be no hinderance, he hopes (as he has sent me word) to bring the affair 
of the accession to its full maturity. 

As I am writing this, it is notified to me by the master of the ce- 
remonies, that there will be a court to-morrow at Petershoff; so that | 
hope by the next post to be able to inform your grace of the success 
the chancellor has had. R. 7-th (18-th) August. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 
Ne 61. 


Ne 66. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 24-th July o. s. (4-th August) 1750. 


My lord. I herewith transmit to your grace the copys of two papers, 
which | have had a communication of. The one, and which I know you 
must already have received, is the declaration given by the grand vizir 
to m-r Nepluef, the russian resident at Constantinople, on the 14-th May 
last; the other is the answer returned thereto by this court. 

The abovementioned papers have been sent to me by the college of 
foreign affairs, together with a third paper, directed to myself, wherein 
I am told that, in consequence of the confidence, of which the Empress, 
as a sincere ally, is always glad to give His Majesty proofs, it had been 
thought proper to communicate to me the said papers, that I might transmit 
the same to the King and desire, His Majesty would be so kind as. to 
order m-r Porter, his ambassador at Constantinople, to hold the same lan- 
guage to the ministers of the Porte, as the russian resident is directed to 
do in the inclosed paper with regard to the present situation of affairs in 
the north. I do not send a copy of this third paper to your grace, as it 
might run the hasard of being seen by neighbouring princes, whose 
allies are not mentioned therein very advantageously. 

The day before yesterday, as | was at Petershoff, the great chan- 
cellor came up to me, as soon as he saw me and told me, he believed, 
my pat.ence was worn out; but that my trial would soon be at an end; 
that the Empress was to come to town in a few days, where she pro- 
posed to stay a fortnight; in which time the affair of the accession should, 
without fail, be signed, and that I might depend upon it. The chancellor, 
o excuse these delays, said, it was not the Empress’s fault, nor his, but.... 
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was-...was Owingto... and as he perceived, I smiled, when | found, he could 
not bring out to what or to whom, he langhed in his turn and said, 
we would do well to state the account of procrastinations between the two 
courts and begin again on a new score. 

I had just time to inform your grace, in my last, of my having 
received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 19-th of July pn. s., since 
when | have not had an opportunity of seeing count Lypar in private; 
but I shall to-morrow or next day, when I shall acquaint him with what 
I have in command from His Majesty upon the choice the king, his master, 
has made of him to succeed m-r Schulin; and, as soon as the chancellor, 
who is at Peiershoff, comes to town, | shall also discourse him upon the 
same subject. R. 10-th (21-st) August. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. M 61. 


Projet dune note a présenter a la Porte en réponse a celle qui en 
a été remise au résident de Nepluef. 


La cour impériale de Russie ayant appris par les relations de son 
ministre résident & la Porte Oltomane ce qui se passa a la conférence du 
14-e du mois de mai de l’année courante et vu le contenu de la note qui y 
a été remise au dit résident, regoit avec d’autant plus de satisfaction les nou- 
velles assurances d’amitié sincére de la Porte Ottomane, qu'elle proteste 
en méme temps de son désir permanant a la maintenir inviolablement en 
confurmité des traités sacrés qui subsistent entre les deux cours, et comme 
on a également ici un désir des plus sincéres de cultiver et d’observer avec 
la Porte Ottomane |’amitié et le bon voisinage a jamais indissolubles, l’on 
a eu tous les égards possibles pour les intentions que la Porte a pour la 
conservation de la tranquillité entre les puissances du nord et pour le ré- 
tablissement de la bonne amitié et correspondance entre la Russie et la 
Suéde; a quoi la cour impériale de Russie non seulement se trouve toujours 
portée, mais aussi elle continue avec empressement a n’omeitre de sa 
part rien de ce qui y pourrait le plus contribuer. Cependant elle ne sau- 
rait cacher a cette occasion |’étonnement, oi elle se trouve, de ce que la 
Porte Ottomane a jugé a propos de lui faire réitérativement les représen- 
tations pour finir les mésintelligences qui se sont élevées. Ces représen- 
tations auraient été infiniment mieux placées, si la Porte Ottomane les 
avait faites & la cour de Suéde, afin de la porter & des démarches plus 
raisonnables, car la cour impériale de Russie a déja amiablement commu- 
niqué a la Porte tout ce qui s’est passé jusqu’a présent et par conséquent 
elle ne peut pas ignorer que ce n'est pas de la Russie, mais bien de la 
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Suéde elle-méme que dépend a mettre fin a tout ceci. Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale des toutes les Rassies, ma trés auguste souveraine, ayant appris qu’on 
machipait sourdement en Suede de faire quelque changement a la pré- 
sente forme de son gouvernement s'est vue obligée d’ordonner & son mi- 
nistre de faire la-dessus deux fois les représentations les plus fortes, sans 
aucune autre vue ni dessein, mais uniquement par. des sentiments pacifi- 
ques et pour détourner tous les troubles que ce changement pourrait faire 
naitre dans le nord, en son temps. Les réponses que la partialité du mi- 
nistére de Sudde a dictées sont tellement équivoques et en méme temps 
offensantes, qu’on n’y saurait trouver aucune sfreté réelle. Nonobstant cela 
et mettant a part toute la sensibilité qu’on en aurait dQ avoir, il a été 
fait de la part de Sa Majesté Impériale qui a tonjours en vue la paix et 
la tranquillité du nord, encore une proposition dont les intentions pacifiques 
sont connues a tout l’univers. Il s’agissait de concerter mutuellement pour 
la conclusion d’une convention, dont la base serait une entiére sdreté que 
la présente forme de gouvernement en Suéde ne sera jamais changée; mais 
comme la cour de Suéde n’a eu aucun égard pour les deux premiéres re- 
présentations, elle a aussi rejeté cette derniére proposition qui a été faite 
aveo beaucoup d’amitié et qui est si favorable pour toute la nation sué- 
doise, prenant pour prétexte l’indépendance de la couronne et la liberté 
des états du royaume, ce qui n’a aucun rapport a cette affaire. Ainsi la 
Porte Ottomane verra elle-méme le peu de penchant que le ministére de 
Suéde a pour l'union et pour la concorde et qu'il ne montre tant d’opi- 
nidtreté a conclure la susdite convention, que dans J’intention d’avoir toujours 
les mains libres de changer la présente forme de gouvernement en souve- 
raineté, afin de pouvoir, d’autant plus facilement, causer un embrasement 
dans le nord commencant par la Russie, comme sa plus proche voisine; ce 
qu'elle ferait particuliérement pour complaire aux puissances qui sont ja- 
louses de la prospérité de l’empire de Russie et auxquelles le susdit mini- 
stére de Suéde, comme malintentionné, est entitrement dévoué en vue de 
leurs intéréts personnels. : 

L’Impératrice dans ces conjonctures par rapport & la Suéde ne sou- 
haite absolument rien, ni pour elle, ni pour son empire, sinon qu'il y ait 
entire et bonne sreté pour la tranquillité du nord a Vavenir, et on peut 
étre parfaitement assuré partout que Sa Majesté Impériale n’entreprendra 
rien contre la Suéde, tant que les Suédois ne voudront point eux-mémes 
faire des entreprises pour le changement de la présente forme du gouver- 
nement de leur patrie. Mais si le cas du contraire venait a exister, nulle 
considération, ni aucunes intercessions de qui que cela puisse étre ne pour- 
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rait arréter ni empécher Sa Majesté Impériale @employer tout aussitét les 
moyens que Dieu lui a mis en mains, pour détourner les maux et les trou- 
bles qui en résulteraient infailliblement dans tout le nord en général et 
dans les états en particulier. 

Voila les vraies intentions de la cour impériale de Russie qui tant 
par tout ce qui est dessus, que par |’amitié et le bon voisinage de la Porte 
(itomane ne doute nullement qu’elle ne les reconnaisse avec sa pénétra- 
tion ordinaire pour itrés justes et tres raisonnables et qu'elle ne voudra 
plus ajouter foi aux interprétations malignes et aux insinuations qui cho- 
quent la vérité méme, qu’on pourrait lui faire d’autre pari, mais plutot 
voyant tout le tort des démarches de la cour de Suéde, il plaira a la 
Porte Ottomane de lui faire au plustét les exhortations les plus sérieuses 
de conserver la présente forme de gouvernement sans aucune altération et 
de se préter sans difficulté & la proposition qui lui a été faite si amia- 
blement de la part de la Russie pour la conclusion de la susdite conven- 
tion. Le ministre résident a la Porte Ottomane a des ordres positifs de 
faire la-dessus toutes les instances convenables, ne doutant en aucune fagon 
que la Porte Ottomane eu égard a ces représentations amiables voudra 
bien employer tout son crédit pour porter la cour de Suéde a une fin aussi 


salutaire que désirable. P. R. 0. Russie. 1750. NM 61. 


Traduction d'une note en langue turque qui a été lue et remise par 

le grand visir au conseiller d'état et ministre résident & Ja Porte 

m-r de Nepluef dans une conférence tenue a l’amirauté le 14-e de 
Mai 1750. 


Comme la cour de Suéde se trouve depuis trés longtemps sous la pro- 
tection amiable de la Porte Ottomane en vertu des traités sacrés, on de- 
mande toutes les circonstances touchant sa sdreté et sa tranquillité et en 
méme temps l’on souhaite également que l’amitié qui subsiste entre la Porte 
Ottomane et la cour de Russie, comme une puissance voisine, soit observée 
en vertu des traités sacrés, car la Porte Ottomane aura toujours une sa- 
tisfaction particuliére et un plaisir infini quand elle aura la sineére amitié 
de ces deux puissances; ce qui étant outre cela conforme a l’équité et a 
la justice, la Porte Ottomane est toujours charmée d’apprendre le bien- 
étre et la tranquillité des puissances qui lui sont amies et ne voit qu’a 
regret la mésintelligence et les froideurs qui arrivent entre elles; et la 
Porte Ottomane a été trés fachée d’apprendre depuis peu les meésintelli- 
gences superflues qui se sont élevées entre la cour de Russie et la Suéde 





= 109 — 


puisque le désir ardent et Vinclination sincére de la Porte sont toujours 
les mémes, comme on I’a fait savoir amiablement aux deux parties a la 
conférence tenue dans l’endroit nommé Bacharie. Les réponses qu’on en a 
recues depuis faisaient entrevoir quelque désir pour un accommodement, 
mais jusqu’a présent ces réponses n'ont pas produit le fruit qu’on a attendu 
et sont restées sans effet. Ainsi et uniquement pour la conservation du 
repos entre les puissances du nord, on a trouvé a propos de leur montrer 
la sincérité de lamitié de la Porte Ottomane et combien il serait A désirer 
d’éviter couvenablement tout ce qui peut interrompre l'amitié entre les puis- 
sances amies et refroidir l’ardeur de leur sincérité d’observer le vrai chemin 
de l’équité et d’éloigner toutes sortes d’équivoques et tout ce qui pourrait 
causer quelque méfiance; car-les équivoques et les soupgons n'ont point de 
fin et augmentent sans cesse; et si l’on voulait s’y attacher, il serait imjpos- 
sible d’établir aucune amitié non seulement entre deux puissances, mais 
méme aussi entre deux personnes particuliéres; et quant aux personnes 
prudentes, elles doivent absolument préférer lamitié et le repos a la dis- 
corde et aux troubles. 

La Porte Ottomane ayant inféré par les réponses des puissances du 
nord qu’elles désirent sincérement dobserver entre elles une amitié pure et 
inaltérable, sans aucun empéchement, et étant d’ailleurs connu par l’extrait 
des nouvelles qu'on a recu de part et d’autre que la réponse de la Suéde 
concernant cette affaire est raisonnable, espére que les deux puissances 
voudraient bien l’obliger et lui donneront la satisfaction de ne se point 
nuire l'une a l’autre et qu’elles observeront la voie de |’équité et enfin 
lui feront savoir au plustét que T'amitié et ‘la bonne correspondance sont 
rétablies entre elles. P. R. 0. Russie. 1750. Ne 61. 


XN 67. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 28-th July o. s. (8-th August) 1750. 


My lord. Since my last I have executed His Majesty’s orders with 
regard to count Lynar and expressed the King’s great satisfaction at the 
choice the king, his master, had made of him to succeed the late m-r 
Schulin; the knowledge His Majesty had of his sentiments and good dispo- 
sitions, the persuasion His Majesty was in that he would employ his best 
endeavours for the promoting and strengthening the most perfect union and 
good correspondence between his majesty, the king of Denmark, and the 
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Empress of Russia, so much for the interest of the respective parties, and 
that, as His Majesty beard with pleasure, the king, his master, had his 
hands free, the surest way for them to remain so, was, in his opinion, 
to prevent any closer union or common engagements being centered into 
with the king of Prussia, and I concluded with assuring count Lynar of 
the King’s affection for the king of Denmark and of his majesty’s desire, 
upon all occasions, to cultivate his friendship. 

Count Lynar received these assurances of His Majesty’s personal esteem 
for him with marks of the greatest submission and respect, saying that 
he hoped His Majesty would not be mistaken in the favourable opinion he 
entertained of him, and that, in using his endeavours to promote and 
strengthen the most perfect union and good correspondence between His 
Majesty and the Empress of Russia, he should only act according to what 
he knew to be the king, his master’s, sincere desire and inclination; but 
he was likewise induced to do it on a personal consideration, as he re- 
membered with a sense of the greatest gratilude the pains His Majesty 
took after the present emperor's election to get his son to be a canon of 
Lubeck. From hence we fell upon some general discourse relating to the 
affairs of the north, and, on his repeating, what he had often said to the 
before, that the king, his master, would never permit, on any considera- 
tion whatsoever, an alteration to be made in the present form of govern- 
ment in Sweden, I told him that, if my advices were to be depended upon, 
some powers had a quite different opinion of his danish majesty’s senti- 
ments and, in particular, the king of Prussia, who flattered himself with 
the hopes of persuading the king, his master, to accede to the treaty of 
1747 between his prussian majesty and Sweden. Here count Lynar stopt me 
Short and told me, with some warmth, that I might boldly assure His 
Majesty such a thing would never happen, nor that his prussian majesty 
should be allowed to accede to the treaty between the king, his master, 
and Sweden. That, as to the first, his danish majesty could not be a party 
to it, without guarantying the present succession in Sweden, which he 
never would be prevailed upon to do. The reason, count Lynar alledged, 
was that the king of Denmark thought such a step would be an ungra- 
tefull return to the zeal and affection a very considerable part of the na- 
tion had shown in the eventual election made in his danish majesty’s 
favour. But the true one and which, I think, may be looked upon as a 
real security against such a measure is that his danish majesty would 
not preclude himself of the right which the said eventual election had 
given him. With regard to the king of Prussia’s accession to the treaty 
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between Denmark and Sweden, it met, count Lynar said, with the same 
insurmountable difficulty, for that the king of Prussia could not come into 
the guaranty of Sleswick, unless the king, his master, gave his for Silesia, 
which his danish majesty would never hear of being persuaded that acqui- 
sition would, some time or other, be the occasion of great disturbances. 
This is the substance of what passed between count Lynar and me; of 
which I shall give an account to the great chancellor the first time | 
see him. 

On Wednesday last in the evening, the great duke gave a ball and 
a magnificent entertainment to the Empress at his country house at Ora- 
nienboom, to which all the foreign ministers were invited. There was also 
a very fine illumioation; and Her Imperial Majesty took this occasion to 
make the great duke a present of sixty thousand roubles to finish the 
additional buildings and improvements at the abovementioned house. 

The Empress is expected in town to-morrow or next day, and soon 
after count Lynar, the danish minister, will take his audience of leave 
and return home by the way of Sweden. R. 14-th (25-th) August. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ne 68. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Hanover. 29-th July (9-th August) 1750. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 have received your several letters of the 
23-d and 26-th of June and the 3-d, 7-th and 10-th July, and have 
laid them before the King; but have no commands from His Majesty upon 
them. 

As to the affair of the accession, 1 have nothing to add, but that 
these continual delays agree very ill with the great eagerness that was, 
at first, showed for it by the chancellor Bestuchef. 

His Majesty has thought proper to give his act of guaranty of the 
treaty of Dresden tv the empress-queen and not to delay that, because of the 
unaccounfable behaviour of the court of Petersburg in the affair of the 
accession. 

The King will be glad to hear those particulars which you intend 
to send and would not have them delayed, till you can send an account 
of the accession, as that may be very uncertain. 

I suppose, m-r de Gross has informed his court of the arrival of a 
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minister at Berlin from the chan of Tartary, and that the greatest marks 
of distinction are shown him by the king of Prussia and the whole court. 
As this person is said to have brought letters from the great general of 
Poland, his arrival, reception and treatment have occasioned great specu- 
lations amongst the foreign ministers, and the King has ordered me to send 
an account of it to m-r Porter at Constantinople. 

~T am persuaded, m-r de Gross has done justice to the zeal, cordiality 
and concert, with which sir Charles Hanbury Williams acts with him and 
general Puebla. 

As the king of Poland was very desirous to have a minister from 
the king at Warsaw, during the assembly of the extraordinary diet, His 
Majesty has been pleased to send sir Charles Williams thither with di- 
rections to assist the king of Poland’s ministers during the diet, in wha- 
tever may be in his power and to return fo his station at Berlin, as seon 
as the diet is over. 

I shall be impatient to hear, what impression the chancellor Bestuchef 
has made upon count Lynar, who, | suppose, will be setting out, very 
soon, on his return to Copenhagen. 

You will acquaint m-r Chamberlain, that the King is pleased to 
approve of his making the alteration, he desires, in the direction of His 
Majesty’s letter to the sehach of Persia. 

Since writing what is above, I have received a letter from m-r Porter, 
of which (as it may have some relation to the mission of the minister 
from the chan of Tartary to Berlin) I send you a copy, that you may 
communicate the contents of it to the chancellor Bestuchef. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1750. N 61 


N 69. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 4-th August o. s. (15-th August) 1750. 


My lord. I had nothing worth giving your grace the trouble of a 
letter by the last post and I have as little to do it by this, the Empress 
being ect yet come to town. However, she is now expected every moment 
and soon a! the chancellor continues to assure us, the three chief 
articles of business, that are depending, will certainly be dispatched, na- 
mely: the affair of His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746, the 
atldience to be given to general Arnheim in order, to deliver his polish 





—113— 


majesty’s letter (now near two months in his possession) in favour of the 
duke de Biron; and lastly, the audience which count Lynar, the danish 
minister, has asked seven or eight weeks ago to present his letters of 
revocation and take leave of this court. R. 21-st August (1-st September). 
P. R. O. Russia. 1750. M 61. 


Ne 70. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 11-th August o. s. (22-d August) 1750. 

My lord. The last letter I had the honor to write to your grace was 
of the 4-th instant. After it was sealed and just as | was sending it to 
the post, | heard the Empress came tv town, that morning; since when 
general Bernes and I have been every day in expectation of a message 
from the chancellor requesting us, according to his promise, to come and 
put an end to the affair of the accession; but, hitherto, we have heard 
nothing from him and know, as little, what his mistress and he are doing, 
as if they were at Japan. I will, however, still hope, after the strong 
assurances given us by the chancellor, that this affair will be dispatched, 
before the Empress returns to Petershoff, which some say will be the 15-th, 
others the 20-th. Their way and manner of proceeding here with respect 
to every thing that has the name of business, is so extraordinary and 
shocking, that | am surprised they are not ashamed of it and do not 
reflect on the effects it must have on those powers, whose friendship and 
alliance their own interest, as they acknowledge themselves, requires they 
should cultivate. But we are so entirely given up to our pleasures, that 
we are deaf to all remonstrances and declare publicly, that we will not 
be interrupted in the pursuit of them. 

I fear likewise, our friend’s interest begins a little to decline. At 
least this is certain, that there is not one person about the Empress, who 
is not his declared enemy, except the favourite, and he leses ground vi- 
sibly. R. 9-th September. P. R. 0. Russia, 1750. X% 61. 


N 71. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 14-th August o. s. (25-th August) 1750. 


My lord. I received, by the last post, the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 9-th instant n. s. with a copy of m-r Porter's letter of the 22-d 
8 
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of June; the contents of which | shall communicate to the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef according to your grace’s commands, as soon as he will give me 
an opportunity. But, when that will be, | am not able to say, for he avoids 
seeing or speaking to any of us, as much as possible. 

Sir Charles Hanbury Williams was pleased to inform me, before he 
set out for Warsaw, of the arrival of a minister from the chan of Tartary; 
and this court, I know, have the same accounts from m-r Gross. But we 
are ignorant of their thoughts upon this extraordinary mission, the chan- 
cellor being ef late, as | hinted above, invisible every where, but in pu- 
blic, to the foreign ministers. In general, | hear, they look upon it, as 
an intrigue of France and her allies in order to give some alarms to this 
court; but it must be something more serious, than this, that can raise 
in them real ones. 

The particulars, | have to send to your grace are of such a personal 
nature, that, though I believe my cypher is sure, yet | am unwilling to 
trust them to the post. Therefore, I was determined, before I received your 
grace’s abovementioned letter. to redispatch Lamb, in case the affair of 
the accession be not concluded, before the Empress leaves town; which she 
proposes to do in a very few days. I should only be glad, if possible, to 
know before then, what the great chancellor has fixed and settled with 
count Lynar; which, he must be sensible, is proper your grace should be 
informed of, before count Lynar’s arrival at Copenhagen. 

As I was at court the evening before last, the great ch:incellor, who 
could not avoid seeing me, thought proper to come up to me and make 
his usual apologies for the tedious delays in the affair of the accession, 
assuring me again, in the strongest manner, that it should, now, be soon 
concluded. He likewise told me that count Czernichew had orders to speak 
to your grace about this negotiation in such a manner, as would make 
you entirely easy. 

The same evening | was at court, general Arnheim, the saxon mi- 
nister, complained to me very muh of the delays he met with in the 
audience, he had desired to deliver the king of Poland’s letter concerning 
the duke of Biron and seemed to doubt, whether he should obtain it, befure 
the Empress returned to Petershoff. Count Lynar is in the same case with 
regard to his audience of leave; which, indeed, is a little cruel; for, if 
he cannot get away from hence in a fortnight at farthest, he will be 
obliged to travel in the’ very worst season of the year. 

General Bernes, the imperial ambassador, m-r Schwartz, the dutch 
envoy, and | have, at the earnest desire of the great chancellor, signed a 
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pro memoria to strengthen and support the king of Poland’s intercession 
in favour of the duke of Biron. It is so innocent a piece, that it could 
give no offence to any power of Europe, was it inserted in all the ga- 
zettes; yet, | shall defer sending it to your grace, till I redispatch Lamb, 
as we are not sure, whether the chancellor will make any use of it. 
R. 31-st August (11-th September). P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 72. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 21-st August o. s. (1-st September) 1750. 


My lord. Your grace will have received no letters from me by the last 
post and I am sorry to acquaint you by this, that Her imperial Majesty went 
to Czarsko Sielo, two days ago, without signing the orders laying before her 
for concluding the affair of the accession. She could not be prevailed upon 
likewise, during the fourteen days she stayed here in town, to give either 
general Arnheim or count Lynar the audiences they have been so long 
solliciting for. 

Since the Empress’s departure, | have not seen the great chancellor 
and I doubt not, but he will now avoid, more than ever, giving me an 
opportunity of speaking to him, as he will be ashamed to own to me the 
true reason of this last disappointment after the strong assurances he gave 
me, when the empress was at Petershoff. | hope, | may be mistaken, as 
it would be of the greatest prejudice to the common caus», but I am very 
much afraid, as | have already hinted to your grace, that our friend’s 
enemies are gaining ground upon him in his mistress’s favour. Ou Thursday 
last, the empress supped with the new hetman of Ukraine, at which enter- 
tainment, which was very magnificent, our friend did not assist, none, 
but the vice-chancellor and all his declared enemies bing invited. 

As I believe, I may now lose sight, for some time of the affair of 
the accession, I shall be thinking of dispatching Lamb, the messenger, to 
your grace with a full account of the present situation of affairs at this 
court; but, to get a passport, will, | am afraid, be difficult or be attended 
with delays, as the great chancellor may, perhaps, imagine, I take this 
step out of a presumption, that nothing more is to be done in the nego- 
tiation depending; which he would not have me think but still depend on 
his credit and assurances, that it will be brought to a happy conclusion. 
I propose, therefore, tv desire a conference with him upon the affairs of 


oe 








—1l6o— 


Denmark, and, when he has let me into all his transactions with count 
Lynar, | will try to make him sensible of the necessity of His Majesty’s 
being informed of them, as soon as possible, in the surest and most expe- 
ditions way. R. 7-th (18-th) September. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ne 73. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 25-th August o. s. (8-th September) 1750. 


My lord. Since my last which was of the 21-st, I have been advised 
by some of our friends not to desire to see the great chancellor, till the 
Empress returns to town, which will be to-morrow, in order to celebrate 
the feast of St. Alexander-Neufski, and they say she proposes also to keep 
her name’s day here, which is to-morrow sennight, the 5-th of September; 
by which time the great chancellor hopes to be able to obtain an audience 
of a few minutes of her for the dispatch of business. But if the present 
fine weather continues, I believe the chancellor will find himself again 
mistaken, and that it will be impossible to fix Her Imperial Majesty, whose 
aversion to business increases daily. Count Lynar, the danish minister, 
seeing no probability of obtaining soon his audience of leave, has no other 
thoughts at present, than to prepare himself for a winter journey. 

By the great chancellor’s order, | have had a communication of a 
secret rescript, lately sent to count Czernichew at Hanover, upon the King’s 
having threatened the court of Saxony that if they did not pay the inte- 
rest and one hundred thousand dollars of the money they owe His Ma- 
jesty as elector, he would cause possession to be taken of the lands assigned 
for the security. In the manner I was spoke to about this affair I found 
it was expected I should write to your grace about it, but I gave them 
to understand thai I was an entire stranger to that transaction. R. 15-th 
(26-th) September. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 74. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 4-th September o. s. (15-th September) 1750. 


My lord. T’is a pain to me when the post day comes, as I am at 
a loss to write to your grace except it be the same thing over again, 
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namely that they continue here to be in the most profound lethargy with 
respect to all foreign affairs and seem resolved that nothing shall rouse 
them out of it. 

On Wednesday last the 29-th past, the Empress came to town, as 
she was expected; since when there has been almost every day balls, 
plays or concerts of music at court, but* no business of any kind done; 
to-morrow being Her Imperial Majesty’s name’s day, it will be kept with 
great pomp and magnificence, after which she will probably go to some 
of her country houses and spend there the remainder of the fine season. 

General Bernes, the imperial ambassador, received a few days ago 
a courier from his court with orders to communicate to this, as a friend 
and ally, the steps that are taking by our royal master for bringing about 
an election of a king of the Romans in favour of the archduke Joseph; 
but the great chancellor being indisposed, general Bernes has not had an 
opportunity yet to execute these orders. He hoped however that the chan- 
cellor would send for him as this day, and as I hinted to the general 
that I should be glad he would let something drop about the accession, 
he told me he thought the dignity of both our courts were concerned in 
taking no farther notice of this affair, till they began to speak of it here 
themselves. One question only, he said, it was proper he should put to 
the chancellor, which was if he should not write to Vienna that general 
Bretlack, his successor, may be provided with a full power, before he 
sets out; as this negotiation would not probably be brought to a conclu- 
sion before his, general Bernes’s, departure from hence. 

Neither general Arnheim nor count Lynar have yet been admitted 
to an audience, and as the latter seems now quite easy about the matter, 
choosing, as every body else would do in his case, not to begin his journey 
before the frost is set in, it makes some foreign ministers here suspect 
that there is a secret negotiation on foot between the court of Denmark 
and this. If there be, it can only concern some trifling affairs, as the 
making a cartel with the great duke, as duke of Holstein, for the giving 
up of deserters; for as to Sweden, which is thought to be the principal 
object of this negotiation, count Lynar has often told me, in a confiden- 
tial manner, that the king of Denmark would certainly never enter into 
any measures with this court relating to the affairs of that country, unless 
the King, our master, concured therein. R. 21-st September (2-d Octo- 
ber). P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. X& 61. 
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Ne 75. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 8-th September o. s. (19-th September) 1750. 


My lord. In my last I acquainted your grace with the orders ge- 
neral Bernes had received from his court by a courier, and that he was 
in hopes of executing them that day. But he has not yet been able to 
obtain an audience of the great chancellor, who is still indisposed; and, 
we believe now really so by some domestic uneasinesses he has met 
with; but in the beginning his indisposition was only feigned to have a 
pretence not to accept of the hetman of Ukraine’s invitation to a second 
great entertainment he gave a few days ago to the great duke and dut- 
chess, at which the great chancellor thought it did not become him to 
assist, since he had not been asked to that which was given to the 
Empress; which incidents, if they do not absolutely denote a declining inte- 
rest, have at least very much the appearance of it; and | find some of 
the chancellor’s warmest friends begin to be in pain about him; but we 
must suspend our judgment a little longer, as he has shown on several 
occasions that he has great and unexpected resources in him. 

The Empress proposed leaving town this day and will be rambling 
from one country house to another, as long as the weather will permit; 
and as the chancellor has not seen her, since she came to town this last 
time, we are prepared that he will give that and his indisposition for a 
reason of none of the affairs depending having been dispatched. 

This is all I shall trouble your grace with by this post as | am 
unwilling to hasard any conjectures, till I sve a little clearer into the 
(urn affairs will take here. R. 25-th September (6-th October). P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 76. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 15-th September o. s. (26-th September) 1750. 


My lord. My letter of the 8-th instant, which was my last, will 
have informed your grace that the Empress propwsed leaving town that 
day; but after I had sealed up my letter, notice was given me that there 
would be a french comedy at court that evening; and the next Sunday 
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there was a masquerade-ball and supper, which lasted till three o'clock 
next morning. Thus, the persons about that princess set her on pursuing 
a round of pleasures in order to engross her to themselves and increase 
her natural aversion to business. Her Imperial Majesty is now at Peters- 
hoff since Tuesday last; and I have heard of no less than six country 
houses where partys of pleasure are marked out for her, so that, unless 
the bad weather drives her to town, we may not perhaps see her this 
month or six weeks. 

I hear general Bernes had a conference with the great chancellor 
the day before yesterday; but not having been able to meet him since 
then, | know not what passed at it; but 1 guess the said general was 
tuld, as | have been at the chancellor's desire, that the Empress has 
promised to sit about business on her return to town. In this manner are 
we put off here from week to week, from month to month; and | wish 
I may not soon say from year to year without seeing an end put to any 
thing either of great or little consequence. 

A few days ago, we had here letters from Astracan of the 25-th 
August with an account that by letters which came there from Rhest to 
several Armenians dated the 3-d July, there was advice that in the 
month of May last there had been a great plunder made at Ispahan, in 
which the natives as well as the foreigners had lost all they had. These 
advices add that there were two schahs in Persia, the one Ismael who 
resides in Ispahan, the other Sharug who resides in Mesched; both which 
had named their respective governors to go and take possession of the 
province of Gilan; that neither was yet arrived there, but as both had 
an army under their command, it was not doubted but a battle would 
ensue whenever they met. RK. 2-d (13-th) October. P. RB. 0. Russia. 
1750. 61. 


XN 77. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 18-th September o. s. (29-th September) 1750. 


Duplicate. My lord. Late yesterday evening | had a message from 
the great chancellor count Bestuchef to let me know that a courier would 
be dispatched to-morrow morning to count Czernichew. the russian mi- 
nister at Hanover, and that I might write to your grace by that opportu- 
nity, which I accordingly make use of and herewith transmit to your 
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grace two pieces which | mentioned tv you in some of my former dis- 
patches. 
The one intitled reflections was presented by count Lynar, the da- 
nish minister, on his arrival here in order to engage this court to accept 
of his danish majesty’s mediation for accomodating their differences and 
disputes with Sweden. 

The other intitled contre reflections is the great chancellor’s remarks 
upon the above mentioned paper by which, as your grace will see, all 
count Lynar’s offers and proposals were rejected with smart reproaches upon 
the late transactions of the court of Denmark with France and Sweden. 

The secretary whom the great chancellor sent to me told me, like- 
wise by his order, that if | had not heard anything from him concer- 
ning the affair of the accession, his indisposition and the Empress’s going 
out of town, before he was able to see her, were the occasion of it, but 
that on her return a finishing hand would certainly be put to thit affair. 
I am as thoroughly persuaded of the great chancellor’s hearty desire and 
inclination’ to promote the closest union and friendship between the two 
courts, as | am of your grace’s, of which I have the strongest proofs. 
I likewise believe that the Empress is in the same way of thinking and 
that this negotiation will certainly be brought to a happy conclusion and 
in the very manner proposed by His Majesty, but as to the time the mi- 
nisters here cannot take it amiss, if after the tedious delays I have met 
with, I am cautious how I affirm anything about it from myself. 

Having taken notice to your grace some time ago of a paper which 
general Bernes, m-r Swart and I signed here to accelerate if possible, the 
release of duke Biron, | now send a copy of it to your grace hoping it 
will meet with His Majesty’s approbation, as no powers, who have only 
pacific views, can possibly take any offence at it. 

The principal and only thing which this courier is charged with, 
as I am told, is a new cypher for count Czernichew, they having some 
suspicions here that a neighbouring prince may have found out his old 
one. R. 26-th September. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. & 62. 


Réflexions présentées par le comte de Lynar a la cour de St.-Pé- 
tersbourg. 


Le maintien de la forme présente du gouvernement en Suéde doit 
sans contredit é@tre regardé comme un des principaux appuis du repos dans 


le nord. 
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Car tandis que les états ont le plus de part au gouvernement, les di- 
visions intestines, qui alors en sont inséparables, rendent la Suéde, comme 
par le passé, impuissante, jeiée en elle-méme et peu redoutable a ses voisins. 

Au lieu que, le roi étant souverain, les forces du royaume en augmen- 
tent, autant que les voisins perdent de leur cété de l'influence qu’ils avaient 
dans les affaires de Suéde, ne pouvant plus é@tre avertis a temps d'une 
prochaine rupture, comme ils pouvaient |’étre par les délibérations des états 
et par d’autres dispositions préalables selon la forme établie du gouverne- 
ment, un roi souverain tenant toujours ses desseins plus secrets et les 
exécutant avec plus de promptitude. 

Sur ce pied-la on ne saurait assez louer les sages précautions de 
Su Majesté l’Impératrice de toutes les Russies en ce que pour prévenir le 
danger d’un changement de la dite forme de gouvernement, elle a pris 
des mesures capables de faire échouer un si pernicieux projet et qu'elle 
soccupe avec tant de gloire a écarter tout ce qui pourrait a evesic 
troubler le repos du nord. 

Yest a cette fin que sa dite Majesté Impériale a_ principalement 
employé trois moyens les plus propres en effet et les plus dignes de sa 
prudence consommée. 

En premier lieu Sa Majesté Impériale s'est mise en état de faire agir 
a toute heure d+s forces considérables sur les frontiéres et de les opposer 
aux entreprises ennemies. 

Cette prévoyance a déja produit leffet que l'on en devait attendre; 
elle a tellement épouvanté ceux d’entre les Suédvis qui méditaient le chan- 
gement en question qu'ils ont jugé a propos d’abandonner leur dessein. 

En second lieu V’Impératrice ayant considéré le roi de Danemark 
comme son allié naturel a l’égard de la Suéde, les intéréts de leurs dites 
majestés étant les mémes en cette rencontre, Sa Majesté Impériale non 
contente d’avoir donné T’ouverture de ses vues au roi a voulu concerter 
avec lui les moyens propres pour obvier au danger commun, démarche 
qui n’a point été infructueuse, puisque le roi tant par ses dispositions mi- 
litaires en Norwége que par une sérieuse déclaration faite & Stockholm a 
fort déconcerté les malintentionnés, outre qu'il a donné a connaitre pu- 
bliquement et en particulier & la France que loin de perdre de vue ses 
intéréts naturels il ferait en cette rencontre cause commune avec Sa Ma- 
jesté I’'Impératrice de toutes les Russies, et quoique Ja situation des affaires 
ne pardt pas encore exiger une convention particulitre sur les moyens 
W’agir que l'on employerait de part et d’autre, le roi a néanmoins 
déclaré nettement qu’il ferait tout son possible pour le maintien du repos 





dans le nord et qu'il ne s’éloiguerait jamais des. intentions de I'lmpératrice 
a cet égard. En troisiéme lieu Sa Majesté Impériale n’a pas -manqué d’avertir 
les Suédois mémes d’étre sur leur garde et de se désister de toute entre- 
prise injuste et dangereuse. 

L’effet de sa premiére déclaration fut l’acte publié par le prince suc- 
cesseur, en conséquence duquel acte les Suédois ne peuvent favoriser la 
souveraineté & moins que de passer pour parjures et pour trafires a la 
patrie. 

Or Sa Majesté Impériale ayant, aprés la premiére réponse de la part 
de la Suéde, demandé une assurance plus précise lui déclarant en méme 
temps qu’aprés le décés du roi de Suéde, ob selon toute apparence éclate- 
raient les desseins dangercux, elle ferait passer son armée en Finlande pour 
maintenir, en qualité d@amie et en vertu de la garantie stipulée par le 
traité, la liberté de la nation suédvise, la dite déclaration fut suivie d’une 
protestation solennelle de la cour de Suéde qu’on n’avait puint de mauvais 
desseins et que lon s’en rapportait a l’acte susmentionné avec cette clause 
imprévue que l’entrée des troupes russiennes en Fialande sans réquisition 
préalable serait regardée par la Suéde comme une rupture. 

L'Impératrice naturellement portée a la paix, attentive a se conformer 
sur cet article aux sentiments de ses alliés, auxquels clle avait fait part 
de ses vues, songea d’abord & un expédient capable de la tirer d’inquié- 
tude et de prévenir par un accommodement convenable toute sorte de més- 
intelligences. 

Dans cette vue Sa Majesté Impériale, aprés avoir montré que Tl'acte 
public regardant simplement la nation suédoise ne s’adressait point aux 
puissances étrangéres, proposait & la cour de Suéde une convention, par 
laquelle on affirmerait la présente forme du gouvernement de Suéde et l'on 
réglerait la garantie de I’Impératrice touchant la succession du prince royal. 

Cette proposition partant d’un désir trés louable de la paix et appuyée 
comme telle par l'empereur des Rumains, par le roi de Danemark et par 
d’autres princes alliés n'a pourtant pas été acceptée de la Suéde sous pré- 
texte qu'il était préjudiciable & son indépendance de promettre a une puis- 
sance étrangére que le royaume de Sudde serait toujours gouverné dune 
facon vt jamais autrement, en conséquence de quoi elle a dans sa der- 
nidre réponse catigrement décliné la convention proposée. 

Sa Majesté Impériale voit sans doute avec déplaisir que ses intentions 
pacifiques ont si peu touché la cour de Suéde et qu'elle a refusé les moyens 
qu'un lui fournissait d’écarter cette pierre d’achoppement. 

D’autant plus que cette couronne révoque en doute dans sa derniére 
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réponse la validité du traité de Nystadt et quelle s’efforce de renverser 
tuut d'un coup le principe que jusque-la personne n’avait contesté des re- 
présentations du cété de la Russie. : 

Cette démarche ayant paru 4 plusieurs puissances capable de détourner 
Sa Majesté Impériale de ses vues pacifiques que jusqu’ici on avait re- 
marquées en toutes ses glurieuses actions, quelques-unes de ces puissances 
qui s'intéressent au repos commun de l'Europe ont pris a tache sostedep 
ce nouveau différend par des représentations convenables auprés de I’lmpé- 
ratrice. 

En effet la modération et la grandeur d’ame de Sa Majesté Impériale 
sont trop connues pour que l'on puisse s‘imaginer qu'elle veuille se porter 
i des extrémités, tandis qu’il reste encore queique voie d’accommodement 
et que l’on n’est pas dans la nécessité de se procurer le repos a l'avenir 
aux dépens de celui dont on jouit 4 présent. La Suéde elle-méme a laissé 
cette voie ouverte, puisque non seulement dans sa réponse a la cour de 
Vienne elle a témoigné sa disposition & entrer dans des négociations ulté- 
rieures, mais aussi assuré depuis peu le ministre de Saxe qu'elle serait 
préte d’écouter toutes les représentations sur les moyens propres a tran- 
quilliser Sa Majesté Impériale. 

Les soins que se donne a cette occasion la France font voir de méme, 
combien elle souhaite la fin de ces contestations, et plus les raisons de son 
désir sont importantes, plus on peut é@tre persuadé que la dite couronne 
se servira de tout son crédit auprés de la Suéde pour la déterminer a 
sortir de cet embarras par la voie d’un accommodement. 

Il ne s'agit donc plus que de savoir si Sa Majesté Impériale ne pour- 
rait donner une preuve nouvelle et convaincante de sa grandeur d’dme et 
de son amour pour la paix et avancer en méme temps ses propres intéréts 
en se prétant & une négociation si salutaire. 

On convient aisément que Sa Majesté Impériale aprés avoir contribué 
& tout ce qui dependait d’elle au maintien du repos dans le nord, elle en 
pourrait. attendre tranquillement les suites et sans continuer une correspon- 
dance infructueuse se mettre en état d’agir avec vigueur suivant les con- 
jonctures. 

Mais il n’est pas moins certain qu'une pareille résolution serait sujette 
& des inconvénients qu'il est 4 propos de bien considérer. 

L’armement sur les frontiéres exigeant de grosses sommes qui ne peu- 
vent qu’augmenter considérablement, tant que sa majesté le roi de Sudde 
sera en vie, ct si les dépenses des Suédois pour l’entretion de leur armée 
vont fort au dela des dites sommes, celles-ci n’en sont par moins réelles, 





de sorte que l’on devrait plutdt profiter du désir que témoigue a cetie occa- 
sion la Suéde d’éire délivrée d'un tel fardeau, car i] est a présumer qu'elle 
et ses alliés seront d’autani plus préts d’accepter des conditions raisonnables. 

Aprés le décés du roi il n’y a point de doute que le prince succes- 
seur ne notifie a l’Impératrice son avénement a la couronne, assurant en 
méme temps Sa Majesté Impériale qu’il n’est monté sur le tréne qu’avec 
la ferme résolution de continuer la forme établie du gouvernement et de 
vivre dans une parfaite amitié avec ses voisins, particuli¢rement avec la 
Russie. Si enfin cette assurance se confirmait par l’accomplissement méme 
et par le consenicment des états de Suéde, assemblés en pleine didte, on 
ne voit point que Sa Majesté Impériale puisse, suivant son équité généra- 
lement reconnue et ses propres déclarations, exiger (d’avantage de la nation 
suédoise. | 

Il est vrai cependant que de cette maniére-Ja on n’aurait pas encore 
obtenu, malgré les assurances des Suédois, malgré toutes les peines qu’on 
aurait prises et toutes les dépenses faites, une sreté suffisante pour l'avenir. 

D'ailleurs le cas du 7-me article de la paix de Nystadt n’existant 
plus alors et ne pouvant selun toute apparence plus exister a l'avenir, il 
semblerait hors de propos que Sa Majesté Impériale insistat sur la validité 
de cet article, & moins que de vouloir donner une nouvelle occasion a des 
contestations facheuses. 

Si au contraire Sa Majesté Impériale gardait le silence sur sa _pré- 
tention nouvellement révoquée en deute par la Suede, on ferait passer ce 
silence pour un acquiescement de la part de I’Impératrice 4 Vabolition du 
dit article. 

Or quoi qu’il semble que ni la bienséance, ni la dignité de I’lmpé- 
ratrice ne lui permetient pas d’entrer de nouveau dans des discussions éga- 
lement inutiles et ennuyeuses sur’ ce sujet, les puissances souveraines ne 
reconnaissant que Dieu pour leur juge, il est cependant de la gloire et de 
l'intérét de Sa Majesté Impériale de ne point assoupir cette affaire ni de 
la laisser indévise, mais de justifier de la maniére la plus convenable sa 
prétention et de mettre en évidence son droit. 

Le moyen le plus propre pour obtenir tout ce que dessus serait de 
disposer les alliés de la Suéde pour qu’ils voulussent garantir, par un acte 
solennel, que non seulement l’assurance donnée par la Suéde de conserver 
a jamais la forme de gouvernement établie jusqu’ici a 616 en elle-méme 
irés sincére, mais aussi NB que celie assurance sortira son plein effet. 

La Suéde n’étant pas en cette occasion partie contractante ne s’vppo- 
serait pas vraisemblablement & une garantie oi son indépendance n'est 
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nullement intéressée, laquelle garantie lierait pourtant cette puissance et 
la mettrait hors d’état de rien innover. 

Sa Majesté Impériale pourrait non seulement soutenir son droit fondé 
sur l'article 7-me de la paix de Nystadt, lequel droit la Suéde lui conteste 
a présent, et se le réserver expressément dans son acte d’acceptation de 
la dite garantie, mais méme acquérir de cette manitre un nouveau titre 
pour s’opposer a toute innovation ultérieure au gouvernement de la Suéde. 

Ce serait la le vrai moyen de faire casser un armement dont l’entre- 
tien a tant codté et toutes les explications désagréables avec la Suéde, 
le droit de Sa Majesté Impériale d’opposer & une nouvelle forme de gou- 
vernement devenant par la plus fort et la sdreté qu’on lui a donnée a 
cet égard s’affermissant plus que par tous les expédients proposés jusqu’ici. 

Les puissances au contraire que l’on a jusqu’a présent soupgonnées 
avee quelque fondement de favoriser sous main une mutation en Suéde, 
et particuliérement la France, loin d’y pouvoir prendre part, le verraient, 
en vertu de la dite garantie, dans la nécessité de s’opposer a tout chan- 
gement de cette nature. 

Et s'il est vrai qu'une entreprise aussi dangereuse passe auprés du 
parti dominant en Suéde pour un expédient sdr d’éviter la recherche qu’on 
pourrait faire un jour de sa conduite, il n’est pas moins certain que les 
puissances fautrices du méme parti s’étant ouvertement déclarées contre 
cet expédient, les bien intentionnés gagneront aussitdt le dessus et les 
mal intentionnés se garderont bien de hasarder une entreprise si désespérée. 

L’Impératrice sera respectée des vrais patriotes, comme la protectrice 
de leur liberié, ct un bienfait si éclatant ne pourra qu’attirer & Sa Ma- 
jesté Impériale mille actions de graces de leur part et lui sera d’autant 
plus glorieux d’avoir porté la France a faire cette démarche, qu’on a cru, 
suivant l’opinion commune, qu’elle ne ferait jamais’ s’effor¢ant plutdt de 
rétablir en Suéde la souverainité si confurme a@ ses intéréts particuliers. 

Si l'on objecte qu'une pareille garantie de la part des alliés de la 
Suéde n’est qu'une pure vision qui ne serait jamais réalisée par les dites 
puissances, il faut néanmoins considérer que l’on remarque dans ces mémes 
puissances une disposition si favorable et un désir si ardent de voir la 
fin des susdites contestations, que pour peu qu’on veuille profiter du mo- 
ment présent on peut se prometire un heureux succés des propositions re- 
latives & cette garantie. | 

Du moins méritent-elles bien qu’on fasse une tentative a cet égard, 
et comme on le fait voir ci-dessus qu'un pareil expédient, en cas qu'il 
réussisse, sera également utile ct glorieux a Sa Majesté Impériale, il en 
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résulte une seconde question de quelle maniére il faudra s’y prendre pour 
le faire réussir? 

Il parait peu convenable que Sa Majesté Impériale entre elle-méme 
dans cetie négociation, ce qui ne pourrait que caus-r beaucoup de délais 
et de difficultés, outre qu’il ne serait guére possible, pendant qu'il n’y a 
actuellement aucune correspondance entre la cour de Russie et de France 
et que dans celle-ci il ne réside point de ministre de Vautre cour, auquel 
on pourrait confier la négociation. 

C'est pourquoi il semble qu’on doive choisir une puissance pour mé- 
diatrice qui soit également en relation avec l’une et l'autre des deux cours, 
d’autant plus que de différents intéréts ne sont jamais mieux démélés qu’entre 
les mains d’un tiers. 

A cette fin Sa Majesté Impériale pourrait faire choix préférablement 

a toute autre d’une puissance, dont les intéréts a |’égard do fait principal 
fussent étroitemeni liés avec les siens et de laquelle on se trouverait assuré 
qu'elle agirait avec ardeur, sans rien négliger pour parvenir & un but si 
salutaire. ; 
Or il n’y a certainement point de puissance qui posséde en un plus 
éminent degré les qualités requises & cet effet, que sa majesté le roi de 
Danemark, vu qu'il n’est pas seulement, comme on I’a remarqué ci-dessus, 
vicinus vicini et par rapport a la Suéde un allié naturel de I’Impératrice, 
ayant de méme un intérét invariable & faire cause commune avec elle en 
tout ce qui concerne le repos du nord et Ja conservation de la forme du 
gouvernement en Suéd», mais que sa majesté royale doit naturellement 
étre bien aise que la Russie soit encore autorisée par plus de titres a s’opposer 
a l'avenir 4 une révolution également prejudiciable aux deux couronnes, 
outre que ce serait un nouveau motif pour le roi de Danemark d’épouser 
les intéréts de la Russie pour obvier avec elle d’autant plus efficacement 
& tout ce qui pourrait troubler le repos dans Je nord. 

Il n’y a aucun doute que le roi de Danemark, aussitét qu’il sera 
informé des intentions de |’Impératrice, ne se charge trés volontiers du 
soin de cetie négociation, de sorte qu'il dépend uniquement de Sa Majesté 
Impériale d’approuver un expédient qui en levant les difficultés que les 
mal intenticnnés suscitent appuyera les intéréis de Ja Russie, obligera sen- 
siblement tous ses alliés, comblera de joie toute |’Europe, couronnera d’un 
heureux succés les soins employés depuis si long temps pour le bien com- 
mun et ajoutera enfin un nouveau lusire a la gloire et a la dignité de 
Sa Majesté Impériale. P. R. 0. Russie. 1750. Ne 62. 
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Promemoria remis par l’'ambassadeur de l'impératrice-reine et les mi- 
nistres de Sa Majesté Britannique et des Etats Généraux en Russie 
touchant le duc de Courlande. 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 4 (15) Aoadt 1750. 


En conséquence des ordres qu'il a plu a Sa Majesié l’impératrice- 
reine de Hongrie et de Bohéme, & Sa Majesté le roi de la Grande Bretagne et 
aux seigneurs Etats Généraux des Provinces Unies de donner aux soussignés 
leurs ambassadeur et ministres, ils ne peuvent se dispenser de faire con- 
naitre: 

1) Que les affaires de Courlande et l'état désolé ot se trouve ce duché 
‘ depuis plusieurs années par l’absence du due légitimement élu et investi 
par le roi et la république de Pologne tant pour lui, que pour ses héri- 
tiers, commencent a devenir de jour en jour plus sérieuses et ont mérité 
toute l’attention possible. 

2) Que vu la part que Sa Majesté l’impératrice-reine, Sa Majesté 
Britannique et les seigneurs Etats Généraux, comme des véritables et com- 
muns amis de Sa Majesté l’Impératrice de toutes les Russies, comme aussi 
de sa majesté le roi de Pologne, prennent a tout ce qui peut intéresser 
leur bien; Sa Majesté l’impératrice-reine, Sa Majesté Britannique et L. L. 
H. H. P. P. ne peuvent refuser de se préter a la fin aux instances réi- 
térées que les ministres de sa majesté le roi de Pologne ont faites pour 
qu’il leur plaise de joindre leurs instances a celles que sa majesté le roi 
et la république de Pologne ont fait faire depuis tant .d’années a la cour 
de Russie pour obtenir I’élargissement du duc de Courlande, d’autant plus que 

3) Sa majesté l’impératrice-reine, Sa Majesté le roi de la Grande Bre- 
tagne et les seigneurs Etats Généraux sont persuadés que ce serait la le 
moyen le plus court et le plus efficace pour prévenir et pour étouffer toute 
sorte de dissensions en Pologue, sans quoi il est a craindre que des esprits 
mécontents parvienuent un jour non seulement a exciter des troubles dans 
ce royaume, mais méme de les répandre plus loin, ce qui pourrait avoir 
des suites dangereuses par la participation des puissances jalouses et pen 
affectionnées & la Russie, ce qui est d’autant plus plausible, qu'il est no- 
loire que 

4) Le ministére de la Porte Ottomane a déja été prévenu par des 
impressions faites d’une part ou d’autre, comme si la Russie était dans le 
dessein de s’approprier entidrement le duché de Courlande. ©. Bernes. 
Guy Dickens. Swart. P. R. 0. Russie. 1750. % 62. 





Sate 








— 128 — 


Ne 78. 


Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 25-th September o. s. (6-th October) 1750. 


My lord. Having been confined to my house fur some days by a 
slight indisposition, 1 had no opportunity before Saturday last of informing 
myself of what had passed at the last conference, which general Bernes 
had with the great chancellor, when the said general told me that the 
chancellor expressed the greatest pleasure and satisfaction at the advices 
he communicated to him, by order of his court, of the forwardness of the 
great work, which His Majesty out of his zeal for the good of the empire, 
had begun in order to get the archduke Joseph elected king of the Ro- 
mans, and that by the courier which he, general Bernes, had redispatched 
to his court with an account of his having executed the abovementioned 
orders, a rescript had been sent to m-r Keyserling enjoining him to use’ 
the most ‘pressing instances with the king of Puland to engage him to 
concur in that most important and salutary measure. 

In talking about this and other affairs, general Berves acquainted me 
that, though the great chancellor had an opportunity of writing by his 
cuurier to the russian ambassador at Vienna, yet he chose to dispatch 
one himself pretending it was about some arrears of accounts depending 
between the two courts. The general told me also he had heard of two 
other couriers being sent away, but did not know where; on which occa- 
sion he observed that, though the affair of the accession met with such 
delays, it was plain there were some things which the chancellor did ven- 
ture to take upon himself: such as the orders dispatched by the above- 
mentioned couriers, which were cert:inly unknown to the Empress, who 
was not in town; but something, [ think, may be said to this, as there 
is a great difference between signing so svlemn a thing as a treaty and 
the sending only orders to the russian ministers abroad that are agreable 
to the system the Empress has adopted. I asked next the general, if in 
his conference with the chancellor any mention had been made of the 
accession; and he told me no, but that he saw no occasion to write to 
his court to provide his successor fuli powers, m-r Funk, the saxon chargé 
des affaires, having assured him, by order of the great chancellor, that 
this work should certainly be brought to perfection during his ambassy. 
General Bernes being in doubt, as your grace will have observed above, 
Where two of the couriers had been dispatched from hence, I acquainted 
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him that one of them was gone to Hanover and, as they had told me, 
charged with nothing but a new cypher for count Czernichew. Since yesterday 
however, | have some suspicions that count Lynar’s affairs may have 
given occasion to the sending away this courier, as I hear that the no- 
inination of him to succeed the late m-r Schulin meets with great oppo- 
sition at the court of Denmark, one of the childish reasons alledged against 
him being the hazard they would run of losing the french subsidies, if 
that post was filled by a person recommended by this court. If this be, 
therefore, an article of the dispatches which this courier carries to count 
Czernichew, I doubt not but His Majesty will be desired to exercise his 
endeavors, jointly with the Empress, in favour of count Lynar. In the 
mean time, count Lynar seems to have laid aside the thoughts of retur- 
ning home, till he sees the issue of the disputes raised there about him. 

Yesterday morning the Empress came unexpectedly to town, but she 
will disappear again in a couple of days. 

The great chancellor continues to be very much indisposed, but more, 
I believe, in mind, than in body on account of his domestic vexations. 
R. 12-th (23-d) October. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. \ 61. 


Ne 79. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 2-d October o. s. (13-th October) 1750. 


My lord. Some snow and heavy rains having fallen since my last 
(which was of the 25-th past o. s.), Her Imperial Majesty is not gone 
out of town again, as it was expected, but proposes to remove to-day or 
to-morrow from her summer into her winter palace. 

This court having been a long time very much piqued at the re- 
peated slights and neglects shown to their minister, m-r Gross, at that of 
Berlin, a resolution has been taken to recall him in such a manner, as 
may show a proper resentment on the part of the Empress. Accordingly, 
orders were sent to m-r Gross, a few days ago, to quit the court of Berlin, 
as soon as possible, without taking leave of his prussian majesty or any 
of his ministers; and as soon as they have an account here of m-r Gross’s 
having executed these orders, a declaration will be made to m-r Wahrendorff, 
the prussian minister here, acquainting him with the reasons and motives 
of this proceeding, which m-r Gross is to communicate in confidence to 
sir Charles Hanbury Williams and the marquis de Puebla, but to nobody else. 
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| am now to acquaint your grace that the Empress has taken the 
resolution of going again this year to Moscow, which is, however, kept so 
secret, that there is not above four or five people who know it. The great 
chancellor would fain, if possible, prevent this journey, and to this end 
has had recourse to his usual expedient in such cases of having para- 
graphs inserted in the foreign news papers, by the help of which he flatters 
himself to make his mistress lay aside this resolution, but, I believe, he 
will find himself mistaken. She has been to much and too long indulged 
even by the chancellor himself, in all her desires to be at present con- 
tradicted by any of her ministers. 

No longer, than yesterday, | had again the strongest assurances given 
me by order of the great chancellor that the affair of the accession would 
soon be finished; yet I hear, at the same time, that general Bernes had 
now been told he would do well to write to Vienna that his successor 
may be provided with a full power, lest, contrary to expectation, this 
negotiation should not be brought to a conclusion before his departure. The 
day before yesterday at noon, the great chancellor went to court for the 
1-st time since his recovery, but in the evening was taken ill again and 
did not make bis appearance there, as usual. | suspect, however, it is 
some new feint, for the same person, who brought me the abovementioned 
message from him, added that the chancellor would not have me be uneasy 
at the reports spread about his illness, for that would do no hurt to 
my affairs. R. 19-th (30-th) October. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 80. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 9-th October o. s. (20-th October) 1750. 


My lord. The chief reason of my troubling your grace with. this letter 
is that I may not be two post days without writing. 

Since my last, the great chancellor is perfectly recovered of all his 
aiJments and comes regularly to court; but we do not find as yet the least 
effect of it, in the dispatch of any of the affairs depending here. 

The Empress’s journey to Moscow, as I have already acquainted your 
grace, is fixed for this year; but they talk as if the foreign ministers would 
not attend Her Imperial Majesty thither, it being her intention to set out 
by the first sledge way and to: return before it is over, in which case 
the great chancellor and the college of foreign affairs could not avoid, in 
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our opinion, staying also here; but it is not probable either will happen; 
it would throw the affairs of this empire in the utmost confusion, if the 
Empress was so long without her ministers about her, and the jealousies 
of this court will not permit them to leave the foreign ministers behind, 
least some of them should be intriguing and caballing during the Empress’s 
and her ministers absence; we, therefore, expect Her Imperial Majesty’s 
intention will be soon notified to us in form, and that we should make 
the necessary preparations to attend her on this journey, which will as 
usual last a whole twelve month. R. 2-d (13-th) November. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


N 81. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Hanover. 14-th (25-th) October 1750. 


Ali in cypher '). Sir. 1 received on the 12-th (23-d) the favor 
of your letter of the 25-th of September and have regularly laid those 


which I have received, to that time, before the King; but have had no 
commands from His Majesty upon them. 

The King was glad to hear that the chancellor Bestuchef had sho- 
wed to general Bernes so much satisfaction at the forwardness of the 
vreat work which the King had begun for the election of the archduke 
Joseph to be king of the Romans. Jf the court of Russia could determine 
the king of Poland to concur in this great and salutary measure, there 
is no doubt, but it would be soon brought to perfection; and, therefore, 
you will omit no opportunity of enforcing to the chancellor the necessity 
of their insisting in the strongest manner with the king of “Poland for 
that purpose. 

Count Czernichew has been gone from hence these ten days, so that 
I have had no opportunity of learning from him what the courier, that 
you mention to have been dispatched . hither, has brought. The departure 
of some of the russian couriers may have been occasioned by count Lynar; 
but I am not quite sure that you have guessed the true reason in suppo- 
sing it to be that the nomination of count Lynar to succeed the late m-r 
Schulin meets with great opposition at the court of Denmark. 

I have been informed that there has been, for some time, a nego- 


1) To go to Vienna by an austrian courier, 
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tiation carrying on between the courts of Denmark and Russia for acco- 
modating all the differences with the duke of Holstein, great duke of Russia, 
relating to Sleswick, etc., and possibly to procure his imperial highness’s 
consent to the agreement lately made, by the intervention of France, bet- 
ween the king of Denmark and the prince successor of Sweden; and | 
have also heard that the court of Denmark flatter themselves that this 
agreement is brought very near to a conclusion. 

If this is so, it accounts for the dispatch of these couriers and for 
m-r Lynar’s long stay at Petersburg, after he had received his letters of 
revocation and had been appointed of his danish majesty’s council. And 
if the other had been the reason, in all probability, the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef would have mentioned it to you, as well as wrote about it to count 
Czernichew. 

Should this negotiation take place the court of Denmark would be 
more firmly fixed in the french interest than ever, as it is undoubtedly 
the effect of french councils and the consequence of the french system; 
and as the court of Denmark would then think they had less occasion for 
His Majesty’s guaranty of Sleswick, which has always been some hold 
upon them. 

You will, therefore, make the best enquiry you can (but in the most 
prudent manner) into the truth of these accounts which | have received; 
and you will show the chancellor Bestuchef the ill consequences of any 
negotiation between Denmark and Russia carried on, undoubtedly, by the 
advice and at the instigation of France without His Majesty’s knowledge 
or participation. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that on Friday night a mes- 
senger arrived here from Madrid with a treaty signed between His Ma- 
jesty and the king of Spain for terminating all disputes relating to com- 
merce ete., between the two nations and for securing, and confirming to 
His Majesty’s subjects the rights and privileges they were entitled to by 
former treaties. 

This great work done, particularly at this time, cannot fail of ha- 
ving the best consequences (and even, as to our great object now depen- 
ding), as it unites more closely His Majesty and the king of Spain and 
must encourage all the well intentioned powers of Europe and be a disap- 
pointment to others. And | may, in confidence, acquaint you that I have 
reason to think that the court of Berlin, in particular, had flattered them- 
selves that this negotiation would not have succeeded. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1750. N 61. 
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N 82. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 16-th October o. s. (27-th October) 1750. 


My lord. In my last which was of the 9-th instant | acquainted your 
grace that the great chancellor was perfectly recovered of all his ailments, 
but since then he is taken ill again and confined to his house. 

Though no notice has yet been given to the foreign ministers of the 
Empress’s intentions to go to Moscow this year yet as I find m-r Sw art, 
the dutch minister, has wrote to his master to know, if he should follow 
Her Imperial Majesty thither, it is proper | should also desire your grace 
would be pleased to send me His Majesty’s orders on this occasion espe- 
cially, as I am told that six weeks is the longest warning that will be 
given us. 

According to our last letters from Vienna, general Bretlack must now 
be on his journey hither, and we impatiently expect his arrival here, ho- 
ping he will be able to rouse this court out of their shameful sloth and 
inaction, which they have indulged for so many mouths, as he is in great 
favour here and takes the liberty to tell them very freely of their faults. 

As to the affair of the accession, I will not mention it any more to 
your grace, till general Bretlack’s arrival, for general Bernes gives me now 
clearty to understand that he has no hopes of it’s being brought to a 
conclusion during his ambassy. R. 9-th (20-th) “November. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


N 83. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 23-d October 0. s. (3-d November) 1750. 


My lord. Your grace will have seen by my letter of the 16-th 
instant, which is my last, that I thought I should not have occasion to 
mention any more the affair of His Majesty's accession before general 
Bretlack’s arrival. But, ou Saturday last, | had an unexpected message 
from the college of foreign affairs to let me know that all the instruments 
for bringing that work to perfection were ready on their side, but that 
there was an article which the Empress could not agree to, which was 
the secret declaration I had orders to make to the ministers of the two 
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empresses in relation to the secret articles of the treaty of 1746 at the 
same time that I signed His Majesty’s accession to the said treaty; that 
this declaration was needless, as these secret articles were entirely se- 
parate from the treaty, and were they ever included in it, the King could 
not be supposed to have taken any part in them, as he acceded hereto 
upon the foot only of his former engagements, namely with regard to the 
empress-queen, upon the foot of the treaty of Vienna of 1731; and with 
regard to the Empress of Russia, upon the foot of the treaty of Peters- 
burg of 1741 and that ef Moscow in 1742. To which I answered that 
the King being of opinion that these secret articles would have a most 
dangerous effect, if the neutral powers had any notion of them, as | had 
already told the Empress’s ministers in my conferences with them upon 
this negotiation; His Majesty, in order to prevent any disputes for the fu- 
ture and remove any the least suspicion that he took any share in them, 
thought the declaration he had ordered me to make absolutely necessary. 
The secretary, who was charged with this message, told me upon this that 
Her Imperial Majesty insisted on her ministers not receiving such a declara- 
tion, and used many intreaties to prevail on me to give up that point. But | 
desired him to acquaint the college of foréign affairs that it was in vain 
for them to think of persuading me to make such a concession; that sup- 
posing, as they said, this declaration was a needless and superfluous instru- 
ment, I saw less inconvenience in their receiving it, than in my omit- 
ting the execution of my orders. Therefore, if this new and unexpected 
difficulty could not be got over, I desired to be acquainted with it before 
evening, that 1 might write for new orders and instructions. The secretary 
went away with this answer and came back two hours efter with compli- 
ments from the great chancellor, who desired I would not write for new 
orders, for that he hoped to prevail with the Empress to let this objection 
drop. And the next evening, as I was at court, the great chancellor, who 
is recovered of his late disorders, repeated the same to me, adding that 
he had no share in the first message I had received and that next Tuesday, 
which is this day, he was to be with the Empress and would then settle 
every thing with her, so that we might have nothing else to do, but to 
sign and put the last and finishing hand to this work. 

Having been so often disappointed, as I have, after the most solemn 
assurances, | will not take upon me to say, how far 1 may depend upon 
them. One circumstance only makes me begin to believe this negotiation 
is drawing to a conclusion, which is that the great chancellor has invited 
himself to come and celebrate His Majesty’s birthday at my house on Tuesday 
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next, the 30-th instant, with an innuendo, as if he would do his utmost 
that the accession might be signed on that day. R. 17-th November. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


N 84. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 27-th October o. s. (7-th November) 1750. 


My lord. I did not think I should have had any thing worth giving 
your grace the trouble of a letter by this post, but I have the pleasure to 
acquaint your grace that this afternoon I had a message from the great 
chancellor to let me know that, having been this morning with the Empress, 
he had settled every thing relating to the King’s accession to the treaty 
of 1746 between the two empresses, and in the very manner proposed 
by His Majesty; and that I might entirely depend upon the several instru- 
ments of the said accession being signed and exchanged at my house on 
Tuesday next the 30-th instant, which is the anniversary of His Majesty’s 
birthday. As this is, therefore, two formal a notice to leave any more 
room to doubt of the immediate conclusion of this work, I think I may 
venture to congratulate your grace upon it. By the next post I hope to 
be able to say something certain as to the time I shall redispatch Lamb, 
the messenger. R. 19-th November. P. R. 0. Russia, 1750. N 61. 


Ne 85. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 30-th October o. s. (9-th November) 1750. 


My lord. The company who dined with me to-day on occasion of His 
Majesty’s birthday not being yet all gone, I have only time to acquaint 
your grace, by these few lines, that this day, at noon, I signed the act 
of His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746 between the two Empresses 
in the very form and manner His Majesty proposed. R. 23-d November. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 64. 
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‘\ 86. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th November o. s. (16-th November) 1750. 


My lord. On Tuesday last the 30-ih October, | had the honour to 
acquaint your grace that that day, at noon, I had signed the act of His 
Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses. | 
now have the satisfaction of transmitting to your grace by Lamb, the mes- 
senger, all the instruments relating to that affair, as they have been signed 
and exchanged by the ministers of the three courts. 

Ne 1. Is the copy of His Majesty’s act of accession to the treaty 
of 1746 together with a copy of the secret declaration relating to the 
secret articles of the said treaty, signed and delivered by me to his excel- 
lency general Bernes, the empress-queen’s ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary at this court. 

Ne 2. Is a copy of His Majesty’s act of accession to the treaty of 
1746 between the two empresses together with a copy of the secret de- 
claration relating to the secret articles of the said treaty, signed and deli- 
vered by me to their excellencies count Bestuchef-Rumin, great chan- 
cellor, and count Woronzof, vice-chancellor of the Empress of Russia. 

Ne 3. Is the original act of the empress-queen’s acceptation of His 
Majesty’s act of accession to the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses 
together with the original secret declaration relating to Hanover, signed 
and delivered to me by his excellency general Bernes, the empress-queen’s 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary at this court. 

Ne 4. Is the original act of the Empress of Russia’s acceptation of 
His Majesty’s act of accession to the treaty of 1746 between the two 
empresses together with the original secret declaration relating to Hanover, 
signed and delivered to me by their excellencys count Bestuchef-Rumin, great 
chancellor, and count Woronzof, vice-chancellor of the Empress of Russia. 

Your grace will take notice in the perusing of these instruments that 
the treaty of Petersburg of the 3-d April 1741, mentioned in the project 
your grace sent me of His Majesty's act of accession, is left out and the 
treaty of Moscow of the 11-th September 1742 only recited, the reason 
of which is that the treaty of the 3-d April was made in the time of 
the young Emperor John, whose reign they will not allow here to have 
a place in their chronicles, besides that they assure me it never was ra- 
tified and that the treaty of 1742 contains all that was in the former. 
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Your grace will likewise observe that the following paragraph is inserted 
in the inclosed instruments, which did not stand in the project I received 
from your grace. 

La présente accession de Sa Majesté britannique restera dans 
sa vigueur aussi longtemps que les susdits engagements de Sa Ma- 
jesté antérieurement contractés avec leurs dites majestés impériales 
subsisteront. 

This paragraph seemed to me entirely needless, for as His Majesty 
acceded only upon the foot of his former engagements with the two em- 
presses, his accession could not be understood to be of any longer dura- 
tion, than those engagements, which is seven years longer. However fin- 
ding they insisted on this paragraph | agreed to it. 

When I delivered the secret declaration relating to the secret articles 
of the treaty of 1746 to the ministers of the two empresses, | not only 
signed it as your grace will see, but put my seal to it, which last they 
have omitted to do in the secret declaration delivered to me relating to 
Hanover, saying it was needless in a declaration. However if it be thought 
material in England, 1 doubt not but they will readily do it. 

All | have to add is to repeat my congratulations to your grace upon 
the conclusion of this work and to wish it may be productive of all the 
good effects His Majesty promises himself from it for the preservation of 
the publick peace and the real interest of the common cause. R. 28-th 
November by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. % 61. 


Abstract of the treaty of 1746 between the empress-queen and the 
Empress of Russia and of His Majesty's accession thereto in 1750. 


Art. 1-st. By this treaty it is stipulated that there shall be a firm 
and lasting peace between the two contracting parties. 

2-d. That necessary succours shall be sent reciprocally if either of 
them be attacked. 

3-d. That in base of such attack or disturbance given to the king- 
doms or territories of either party, the other shall upon requisition made 
for that purpose furnish the party attacked with a corpo of 30/m. men, 
(viz.), 20/m. foot and 10/m. horse. It being however to be understood that 
the casus hujus federis shall not oblige the Empress of Russia to assist 
the empress-queen with the aforesaid troops on account of the present or 
any future war in Italy, or any which may hereafter break out between 
the empress-queen and the crown of Spain; as on the other hand it does 
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not oblige the empress-queen to give the said assistance to the Empress 
of Russia in case of a persian war. In case however of such attacks 
on either of the parties, either in Italy or from Persia, the other party 
is to hold the abovementioned succours in readiness to assist, provided it 
should become necessary. 

4-th. The same as the 6-th article of the treaty of 1742 between 
Great Britain and Russia mutatis mutandis. 


5-th. The same as the 7-th article of the said treaty. 
6-th. » » 8-th 
7-th. » » 9-th 
8-th. » » 10-th 
9-th. » » 11-th 


10-th. That the commander in chief shall observe an equality in 
allutting the military duty and service to the troops ef both parties. It is 
moreover agreed that the auxiliaries shall be entitled to all booty taken 
by them in an enemy’s country and to the trophies of war, cannon, ete., 
and are to be kept, as much as possible, together in one corps. 


11-th. But if for reasons of war it should be found advantageous to 
attack the common enemy from one of the provinces belonging to either 
party, a consultation to be held by common consent about the carriing 
such design into execution. If the succours thereby stipulated should be 
insufficient a larger number to be furnished. 

12-th. In case a war should be begun, neither of the contracting 
parties to make peace withont including the other. 

13-th. Orders to be sent to their respective ministers residing at fo- 
reign courts, to concert together and assist each other in all affairs rela- 
ting to the mutual interests of each party. , 

14-th. Neither of the contracting parties to give refuge or protection 
to each other’s rebellious subjects and both of them to assist in quelling 
any plots that may be discovered against either. 

15-th. The king and republic of Poland to be invited to accede 
thereto, as likewise other powers and particularly the King of Great Britain, 
as elector. 

16-th. But if the republic of Poland should be unwilling to accede, 
the king of Poland to be invited thereto as elector. 

17-th. The treaty to last for 25 years. 

18-th. And to be ratified in two months or sooner. 

This treaty was afterwards acceded to by His Majesty as principal 
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contracting party in October 1750 with regard to the court of Russia on 
the foot of his engagements entered into with them by the treaty of 1742, 
and with regard to the empress-yueen upon the foot of the treaty of 1731 
and the accession of the states of 1732, as far as should be consistent 
with the late definitive treaty of Aix la chapelle. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 
Ne 62. 


Ne 87. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th November o. s. (16-th November) 1750. 


Secret. My lord. | shall make the subject of this secret letter wha- 
lever may more or less. require to come under that head. 

First to answer His Majesty’s expectation, signified to me in your 
grace’s letter of the 9-th February last, of having from me by the return 
of this messenger «a full account of the present situativn of this court, the 
character and credit of the ministers, the disposition of the Empress of 
Russia with regard to the political system of Europe and the means they 
have of supporting any part that they may be inclined to act therein». 
1 shall communicate to your grace such observativns and informations as | 
have been able to make and collect since my arrival here upon these 
points, theugh I should have thought that the earl of Hyndford, who is 
so lately returned from this court, had given His Majesty full satisfaction 
with regard to these or any other enquirys. 

The Empress’s dispositions cannot be more favourable, than they are 
with regard to the closest union with the maritime powers and the house 
of Austria or any other powers who are inclined to oppose the views and 
designs of France, Prussia and Sweden, against whom she is greatly pro- 
voked. But unfortunately that princess gives herself up so entirely to her 
pleasures, that I am afraid we shall not reap all the advantages we might 
naturally expect from these dispositions and our alliances with her; unless 
cur friend the great chancellor is more active and diligent, than he has 
shown himself to be, since I have becn here in laying hold of those mo- 
ments which she will spare from her diversions for the dispatch of bu- 
siness; though I must, at the same time, say it is not a very easy matier 
to do especially when any new object has inflamed her imagination, which 
happens very often. Since her return from Moscow, one of her camer- 
jungkers Schuvalof was for a while in the highest favour and credit; 





_— 140 — 


she bought a house for him here in town, and all the last summer he 
was lodged in the apartments which belonged before to the great duke 
and dutchess; but this young man, upon trial, not being found (as we 
suppose) to answer expectation, is now upon the same foot as he was be- 
fore and taken no farther notice of, than the functions of his post require. 
To him succeeds an italian singer, who arrived here a few months ago, 
but no castrato, as your grace will easily believe. How far this affair 
was carried we cannot tell, but whilst it lasted the Empress showed pu- 
blicly by her behaviour at court the liking she had taken to him. Now 
they talk of others, and as upon all such new engagements she is conti- 
nually rambling from one place to another, it is with the utmost diffi- 
culty any of her ministers can bring her to read any paper, much less 
to sign them, however pressing the dispatch of them may be. And as to 
the great chancellor (who is certainly most sincerely our friend and can find 
his security only in continuing so), he has likewise his failings, which 
not only prevent his being as assiduous about the Empress, as he should 
be, but give his enemies (who are many) a great many advantages over 
him. I have several times seen- him come to court, when he was fitter to 
vo to bed; of which the Empress is made to take notice by his enemies, 
though it is hardly possible 1 should think, but she must do it of her- 
self, and this ill habit is the reason why he puts off so frequently the 
foreign ministers, though they have orders to execute. For, after having 
spent the greatest part of the night in gaming and drinking, his head is 
not clear enough, when he rises to talk of business nor to go regularly 
to court in the morning, as all the other ministers do and particularly his 
rival, the vice-chancellor, who never fails. And now I name the vice- 
chancellor; your grace must be long acquainted that he is not only in 
the prussian interest, but a pensioner of that court. He gave me all the 
opposition he could, in the secret declarations 1 insisted on with regard to 
Hanover and the secret articles of the treaty of 1746. For all that I 
cannot help observing to your grace that, was he at the head of affairs, 
as he certainly will be, whenever the great chancellor dies or should happen 
to be removed, I think it will be no difficult matter to bring him over 
to the system this court is now pursuing; for he is no obstiaate man and 
must be persuaded within himself, it is agreable to the true interest of 
this court to guard in the most eflectual manner against Prussia and Swe- 
den, who would prove most dangerous enemies to this crown, in case it 
should be engaged in a war with Turkey. There are many here who wish 
means could be found of reconciling the great chancellor and him, but 
the former will not hear of it. . 
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This being the situation of affairs at this court, the grand point we 
ought to have in view, and general Bernes writes the same to his court. 
is now the affair of His Majesty’s accession is over, how to put things 
here upon such a foot, as that we may depend upon a more quick dis- 
patch of any transactions that may be found necessary in consequence 
of the new engagement the three courts have entered into and this can 
only be done by making the great chancellor sensible how much his own 
preservation depends on his being more active and diligent. For could he 
be prevailed upon to come to this resolution and adhere steadily to it, he 
would soon remove all the obstacles which his mistress’s humour or his 
enemys throw in his way and render this court of the greatest use and 
service to the common cause, and as to the means they have of suppor- 
ting any part that they may be inclined to take therein, their present coun- 
tenance and situation show what they are able to do from their frontiers, 
for between Liebau in Courland and Frederichsham in Finland they have 
at least one hundred and forty thousand men, and whatever opinion people 
may have of the king of Prussia’s power, ‘tis not he, Denmark and Swe- 
den combined together, who could hinder this court from taking and kee- 
ping possession of swedish Finland, if the Turks remain quiet, nor of ma- 
king powerfull diversions in Prussia and even Pomerania. But should it 
be required of this court to send a great body of troop over and above 
the stipulated succours at any great distance from their own country, they 
could not then indeed support the expence of it without subsidies, for money 
is scarce with them, but men they have enough to spare. 

Two days after His Majesty’s accession was signed, the great chan- 
cellor sent for m-r Schwart, the dutch envoy, to talk with him about that 
of his republic, and this messenger carries orders to count Golowkin, 
the russian minister, to concert with the minister of the empress-queen 
at the Hague the manner and form of the invitation to be made in the 
name of the two empresses. The great chancellor told m-r Schwart on 
this occasion that he believed his republic would do well to accede on 
the foot of His Majesty’s treaty of 1742 or that of the king of Poland, 
elector of Saxony, with this court, and that as in the treaty with Saxony 
the stipulated succours on this side should be twelve thousand men, and 
that on the part of the republic only eight thousand. The chancellor added 
that whenever the casus foederis existed of Her Imperial Majesty’s being 
obliged to furnish the abovementioned succours, he would advise the ma- 
ritime powers to take each twelve thousand men more into their pay, as 
this would make together so respectable a body, as to be able to take 
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the shortest way to whatever place the service of the said powers re- 
quired, which he said would probably be through the king of Prussia’s 
dominions, and in that case they would act here with regard to his prus- 
sian majesty as he did with regard to the king of Poland in his march 
to Bohemia ask the passage of those troops, when they were in the heart 
of his country. Orders have likewise been sent by general Bernes’s cou- 
rier who passes through Dresden to m-r Keyserling to press that court to 
send hither without any farther delay full powers to general Arnheim and 
m-r Funck in order to conclude the affair of their accession, and I doubt 
not but these instances will be renewed both at Dresden and the Hague, 
if it be necessary, for they seem here at present very desirous of seeing 
a full and speedy completion of this work according to the plan His Ma- 
jesty has sketcht out. | 

P. S. Just as | was going to make up my packets, I received the 
inclosed paper in german from the great chancellor and must leave it to 
be translated in England. But I may not detain the messenger any longer, 
who has already been detained too long waiting for the great chancellors 
dispatches. R. 28-th November. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Note. 


Bei Gelegenheit derjenige Conferenzien, die der in London befindliche 
Russisch-Kaiserliche Minister Graf Czernischew im verwichenen Jahre mit 
dem dortigen Minister -iiber die Accession Ihrer Majestét des Kénigs 
von Grossbritannien zu dem zwischen beiden Kaiserlichen Hoéfen Anno 
1746 errichteten defensiy Alliantz Tractat gehabt, hat der Grossbritannische 
Minister dem Grafen Czernischew zu erkennen gegeben, dass es auch 
néthig ware die Herrn General-Staaten ebenmassig zum Beitritt obgedachten 
Alliantz-defensiv-Tractats einzuladen indem map in London versichert ware, 
dass Ihre Hochmégenden zu obgedachter Accession von selbsten inclinirten, 
und so bald Ihnen der Antrag dariiber gemacht werden michte dem Tractat 
beizutreten nicht anstehen wiirden. Dem Grafen Czernichew wurde mittelst 
eines Rescripts vom 2-ten December a. p. darauf anbefehlen dem Grossbrita- 
nische Minister zu erkennen zu geben, dass Ihre Kaiserl. Majestat von 
allen Reussen die Kinladung Ihre Hochmégenden zu genehmigen geruheten ~ 
so balde nur Ihre Majestét der Kinig von Grossbritannien gedachtem Tractat 
zum vyoraus beigetreten sein wiirden. Da nun dieses letztere durch die 
neulich geschlossener Accessions Acte bewerkstelliget worden, so ist an den 
Russisch-Kaiserlichen Oberhof-Marschall und Ambassadeur Grafen von Bestu- 
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chef-Rumin, Excellenz in Wien, wie auch an offtgedachten Grafen von Czer- 
nischew nach gemass obangefiihrien rescribiret worden, damit einjeder 
ap seinem Orte die néthige Vorstellungen wegen Einladung der Herrn Ge- 
neral-Staaten mache und ohue Zeit-Verlust fiir die in Haag befindliche Rom. 
Kaiser und Grossbritannische ministres die Instructions bewiircke, damit sie 
nach erhaltener Versicherung von der Neigung und Bereitwilligkeit lhro 
Hochmégenten ofligedachten Alliantz-defensiv-Tractat beitreten zu wollen, 
zusamt des Russisch-Kaiserlichen in Haag vorfeienden Ambassadeur Grafen 
von Golowkin Excellenz, an welchen ebenfalls in dieser Materie rescribiret 
worden die General-Staaten im Nahmen der héchsten interessirten Hoifen 
zum offterwehetem Beitritt firmlich einladen und gemeinschaftlich unter 
einander zu Werke gehen und copferiren. Ubrigens wird die Art und Weise 
auf welchem Fuss Ihre Hochmigenden diese Accession zu bewirckstelligen 
vermeinen dem eigenem Gutbefinden der Herrn General-Staaten tiberlassen 
um dieser Wegen selbsten ein Project entwerffen und selbiges denen héch- 
sten interessirten Héfen mittheilen zu kinnen. Hierin bestehen die Essentialia 
der an die obgedachte Russ.-Kaiser]. Ministres nach Wien, London und dem 
Haag ergangenen Kescripten und lebet man der Hoffnung der Kénigliche 
(irossbritaunische Envoyé extraordinaire und gevollmachtigte Ministre vou 


Guy Dickens werden kennen Anstand nehmen die baldige Beforderung dieser 
Angelegenheit bei seinem Hofe durch dienlich findende Vorstellunungen zu 
unterstiitzen. 

In colonel Guy Dickens’s secret letter of 5-th November 1750. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1750. NM 61. 


Note. 


Translation. Upon occasion of the conferences which the russian 
imperial minister in London count Czernichew had with the ministry there, 
last year, about the accession of His Majesty the King of Great Brilain 
to the treaty of defensive alliance concluded between the two imperial 
courts in the year 1746, the british ministry gaye count Czernichew to 
linderstand that it was necessary t» invite the States General also to accede 
to the said treaty of defensive alliance, they being assured in London 
that their high mightinesses were, of themselves, inclined to the said acces- 
sion and would come into it without difficulty, as soon as it should be 
proposed to them. Count Czernichew was thereupon ordered by a rescript 
of the 2-d of December last to signify to the british ministry that Her 
Imperial Majesty was pleased to approve of inviting the States General, 
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as soon as His Britannick Majesty should have previously acceded to the 
said treaty. As the latter has now taken place by the act of accession 
that has just been signed, Her Imperial Majesty’s grand-marshal and ambas- 
sador at Vienna count Bestuchef-Rumin and the said count Czernichew 
have been ordered agreably to what is said above, to make the neces- 
sary representations at the respective courts with regard to the invitation 
of their high mightinesses and to procure, without loss of time, instruc- 
tions to the imperial and britannick ministers at the Hague to the end 
that, pursuant to the abovementioned assurances of their high mightinesses 
inclination and readiness to accede to the treaty aforesaid, the said mi- 
nisters may join with the ambassador count Golowkin, to whom the like 
orders have been sent in inviting the States General formally in the name 
of the high parties concerned to the said accession and act in concert 
with each other upon that occasion. As to the rest, the way and manner 
in which their high mightinesses intend t» execute this accession is left 
to their own judgment, as well as the forming of a project for that pur- 


pose in order to communicate it to the parties concerned. 


This is the substance of the rescripts sent to the said russian mi- 
nisters at Vienna, London and the Hague; and it is hoped that His Bri- 
tannick Majesty’s envoy extraordinary, m-r Guy Dickens, will lose no time in 
furthering the dispatch of this affair at his court by such representations, 
as he shall find most proper. | 

In colonel Guy Dickens’s secret letter of 5-th November 1750. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


88. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to’ the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th November o. s. (16-th November) 1750. 


Most secret. My lord. I have reserved for this letter the sending 
your grace a distinct answer to your most secret letter of the 9-th Fe- 
bruary last by Lamb, the messenger upon the letter which general Bernes 
at the instigation of count Bestuchef had wrote to general Puebla at Berlin 
and which m-r de Richecourt thought had fallen into the king of Prus- 
sia’s hands and been communicated by him to the french minister. 

As soon as your grace’s abovementioned letter came to my hands, 
I communicated the contents of it to general Bernes in order to concert 
with him the properest manner of laying before the chancellor the fatal 








a=. iG — 


consequences that would unavoidably arise from publishing such facts as 
[are] contained in his general Bernes letter to m-r Puebla upon too slight 
grounds. General Bernes told me hereupon that he had already, by order 
of his court, made the like representations to the chancellor, but instead 
of receiving them well he appeared uneasy and displeased at them. The- 
refore he thought it best to speak no more to him about this incident, 
as it gave him pain, like a man who was conscious of having done wrong; 
besides that he believed m-r Richecourt’s suspicion of his letter to m-r 
Puebla having fallen into the king of Prussia’s hands was groundless. Ho- 
wever some days after as I was with the chancellor, 1 began in a very 
tender and delicate manner to mention ‘to him this affair and the concern 
it gave my court least it should do him any hurt, but perceiving, as | 
thought, that he blushed and that he returned no answer to me, | dropt 
the discourse and have not renewed it ever since. But as your grace observes 
this is not the single instance where suppositions and advices not founded 
upon facts have been flung out by our friend the chancellor, and I am 
now charged with two commissions of this nature to your grace, as you 
will see by the two inclosed papers. 

The one intitled /nsinuateons a faire sur le rappel du sieur 
Gross, ministre de Russie a Berlin. 

The other: /nsinuations a faire sur [arrivée de la nouvelle de 
la conclusion de Taccession en Angleterre. 

The ill consequences of such a method of proceeding could not fail 
to be sure of being great if known, but I find the chancellor thinks him- 
self the more justifiable in it, as the courts of France, Prussia and Sweden 
are daily using much more unwarrantable means to ruin him. R. 28-th 
November, by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 

Insinuations & faire sur le rappel du sieur Gross, ministre de Russie 
a Berlin. 


Qu’on avait appris de bonne main de Paris que la cour de Prusse 
piquée de la maniére dont la cour de Russie avait résolu de rappeler son 
ministre de Berlin, sans qu'il dit se congédier, ni du roi, ni du mini- 
stére, pendant qu’on était d’intention de faire une déclaration trés forte sur 
cette démarche au ministre de Prusse 4 Pétersbourg, la dite cour de Prusse 
avait fait faire toutes sortes d’insinuations sur ce sujet a Paris. Qu’entre 
autres choses la cour de Prusse devait avoir communiqué au ministére de 
France, comme quoi elle avait fait faire les plus fortes instances en Suéde 
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pour qu'on en marquat du ressentiment au sieur Panin, ministre de Russie 
a Stockholm. Qu’on savait surtout que le ministre de Prusse en France 
avait pris 4 tache de faire comprendre que tout ce qui s’était résolu a 
Pégard du sieur Gross ne partait que du chaneelier Bestouchef en Russie 
et qu’il serait & souhaiter qu’on mit le sieur Panin dans le cas de pouvoir 
se plaindre & son tour des maniéres de la cour de Suéde, ce qui serait 
peut-¢tre le moyeu le plus sir de faire rappeler également ce dernier, 
comme le sieur Gross le serait de Berlin, moyennant quoi lon parviendrait 
a étre quitte d’un esprit inquiet tel comme Panin, qui n’aimait pas la 
Sudéde et dont la présence ne pourrait qu’étre incommode pour la prochaine 
diéte en Suéde, au lieu que si cé dernier était rappelé on y aurait les 
mains d’autant plus libres, qu'il y avait toute apparence que dés que le 
dit Panin serait rappelé, la Russie soit vanité, soit délicalesse ne se ré- 
soudrait pas si tét a y renvoyer un autre ministre a sa place. Que la 
Prusse ne doutant pas de l’étroite amitié de la France souhaiterait que cette 
derniére vouldt appuyer de son edté ce que la Prusse avait déja fait insi- 
nuer a cet égard en Suéde. 

Le duc de Neweastle doit étre prié de faire usage de l’avis ci-dessus 
envers le comte de Czernichew et d’y ajouter qu’on avait déja si souvent 
averti en confidence la cour de Russie que si tot qu'elle prenait quelques 
résolutions, la cour de Berlin ne manquait pas d’en étre instruite aussitét 
et @avance, que cet avis en était une nouvelle preuve probante, et taut 
qu'on ne boucherait pas en Russie les canaux par ot la cour de Prusse 
était instruite de tout, on ne pouvait pas toujours s’ouvrir et s’expliquer 
confidemment avec la Russie, comme l'on le souhaiterait, d'ailleurs, de la 
part du roi d’Angleterre sur plusieurs objets intéressants sur la situation 
des affaires en Suéde et des mesures a prendre dans ce pays vers la diéte 
prochaine, de crainte que le tout ne transpirét mal a propos et d’avance 


 & la cour de Prusse et de la en Suéde et en France. Que par la méme 


raison la Grande-Bretagne devait balancer a s’ouvrir sur @autres matidres 
et propositions au désavantage du roi de Prusse, quoique tendantes au 


bien et a l'intérét de la Russie. 
In colonet Guy Dickens’s most secret letter of 5-th November 


1750. P. BR. 0. Russia. 1750. % 61. 


insinuations a faire sur Varrivée de fa nouveile de la conclusion de 
accession en Angleterre. 


Lors de la réception de la nouvelle de la conclusion de |'accession 
en Angleterre, l'on souhaiterait que le duc de Newcastle vouldt témoignre 
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a m-r de Czernichew qu’outre le contentement qu’on sentait de ce que cette 
affaire, pressée d’ailleurs au commencement par la cour de Russie méme 
et qui avait cependant trainé si longtemps, était finie, on était encore 
plus réjoui de la voir enfin terminée aprés les avis réitérés qu'on avait 
eus de France, comme si le roi de Prusse avait assuré positivement qu’il 
espérait sur des bonus témoignages qu’il en serait jamais rien, et si en tout 
cas l’accession de !’Angleterre réussit, il était pourtant assuré que la décla- 
ration en faveur de lélectorat d’Hanovre n’aurait jamais lieu, et que selon 
toute apparence cette difficulté ferait sinon échouer, du moins reculer con- 
sidérablement l’accession de |’Angleterre. Que lui, duc de Neweasile, charmé 
de ce que le contraire était arrivé, espérait que le roi de Prusse, qui 
dailleurs jusqu’a présent n’avait été que trop bien informé des allures et 
d’intentions de la cour de Pétersbourg, ce que |’ Angleterre n’avait pas manqué 
de communiquer confidemment a cette dernidre, et a plusieures reprises, se- 
rait du moins pour cette fois-ci trompé et commencerait, peut-étre, par 
la & diminuer tant soit peu de la confiance qu'il avait eue jusqu’a présent 
dans ses partisans en Russie et a leur rabatire quelque chose sur les pen- 
sions dont ils jouissaient. Que le duc de Newcastle souhaitait au reste qu'on 
vouldt une bonne fois boucher en Russie les canaux du roi de Prusse, 
qui taut qu’ils subsisteraient empécheraient |’Angleterre, a la vérité fort 
malgré elle-méme, de s’ouvrir, aussi confidemment qu'elle souhaiterait, envers 
la Russie sur plusieurs matiéres, et principalement sur celles qui regar- 
dent la Suéde, car dés qu’il en reviendrait quelque chose au roi de Prusse, 
cela serait aussitét découvert a la Suéde et mettrait cette couronne en 
état de prévenir et rendre inefficace tout ce qui pourrait étre proposé pour 
le bien de la cause commune. 

In colonel Guy Dickens’s most secret letter of 5-th November 
1750. P. RB. O. Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ne 89. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th November 0. s (16-th November) 1750. 


Apart. My lord. This letter apart is to infurm your grace that the 
day after the accession was signed, I had a message from the great chan- 
cellor by his favorit and confident m-r Funk, the saxon chargé @affaires, 
about the presents usually made on such occasions, and least | should 
be uninformed of what was the particular custom and expected at this 
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court he specified to me the sums and the persons to whom they were 
to be given, viz-t: 


To the great chancellor . . . . . L.St. 1.200 
» » vice-chancellor. . . . . . » 1.000 
» general Bernes the ig nipcaie 
ambassador. . . . 2 chm ee 
To the clerks of the russian college of 
foreign affairs . . . . » 250 
And as a separate present to ooretary 
Wolkof, who had had the chief trouble 
in this negotiation. . . . . . » 50 
L. St. 3.700 


—_— 


I lost no time in acquainting general Bernes with the message | 
had received in order to know his opinion of it, and he told me it was 
what was usual, customary and expected at this court upon all such tran- 
sactions and that he had received the same message with regard to his 
court, which he thought might be dispensed, though ours could not from 
making such presents, as they had already made them on the conclusion 
of the treaty of 1746. That he had sent this answer to the chancellor, 
but that he had since been given to understand that this being the Jocus 
negociationis et accesstonis, they hoped here no distinction would be 
made between the courts of London and Vienna. And the general said he 
would write accordingly to his court, who rather than put people here out 
of humour would he believed agree to the chancellor's demand, though, 
in his opinion, very unreasonable for the reasons abovementioned. 

I am farther at the great chaneellor’s particular desire to put your 
grace in mind of the present for general Lieven, who commanded the rus- 
sian corps of auxiliary troops in the pay of the maritime powers. 

P. S. The messenger Lamb who carries these dispatches has be- 
haved with such prudence and discretion, during the time he has been 
detained here, that it would not be disagreable if he was sent back with 
the ratifications of His Majesty’s accession. R. 28-th November, by Lamb. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. NM 61. 
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N 90. 
Lettre du comte A. Bestouch-f au duc de Newcastle. 


Monsieur. Les sentiments d’amitié et de considération particulidre que 
jai pour votre excellence et ses mérites distingués ne peuvent que me 
faire prendre part & tout ce qui regarde sa personne, et c’est sur ce prin- 
cipe que je me ferai un véritable plaisir d’apprendre qu'elle soit heureu- 
sement retournée a la suite de Sa Majesté britannique a Londres. 

Je me flatte que votre excellence ne met pas en doute la pureté de 
mes intentions pour l'avancement du bien et des intéréts réciproques et 
mutuels des deux couronnes que nous avons l’honneur de servir, et que 
j'ai et que j’aurai toujours fortement a ceeur. 

J’espere donc que votre excellence regardera de ce coté l'idée que je 
me donnerai lhonneur de {ui exposer par la présente en faveur du consul 
général de Sa Majesté britannique ici le baron de Wolff et sur laquelle my- 
lord comte de Hyndford est en état de donner les plus amples éclaircis- 
sements a votre excellence, outre ce que je viens d’en mander a ce der- 
nier et dont je joins expressément copie ici, afin qu'elle serve 4 votre 
excellence au cas que le lord Hyndford ne fit pas lui-méme présent a 
Londres. - 

ll s’agirait de porter Sa Majesté britannique & accorder au dit baron 
de Wolff la grace de lui faire expédier outre les patentes de consul gé- 
néral, dont il est déja muni et qui lui resteraient également conservées, des, 
lettres de créance en qualité de son ministre sans caractére a cette cour-ci. 

Ce nest point le dit baron de Wolff qui s’avise de rechercher un 
pareil honneur par quelque vue d’ambition. Non, ce n’est pas 1a sa facon 
de penser, et ce n'est pas non plus l’amitié que d’ailleurs je ne nie point 
d’avoir pour sa personne qui me déterminent a faire l’ouverture de cette 
idée, mais c'est uniquement pour obvier & des mauvaises intentions qu'un 
couple des ennemis du dit baron paraissent avoir pour lui susciter innocem- 
ment des persécutions, afin d’y trouver leur compte en particulier et de 
ruiner, s'il était possible, le crédit peut-@tre de toute la nation et des inté- 
réis britanniques, de méme que Vharmonie qui subsiste si heureusement 
entre les deux couronnes et qui viendrait a en souffrir. 

Votre excellence sentira bientét elle-méme par sa pénétration tout le 
poids des considérations qui me portent pour le bien commun a ce pas et 
comme par l’exécution de l'idée que je propose, qui n’est pas sans exemple. 
il sera fort facile & Sa Majesté britannique de mettre le dit baron de Wolff 
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& l’abri de tout inconvénient nuisible, je ne doute nullement que votre 
excellence ne voudra s’y employer le plus efficacement par un effet de son 
zele reconnu pour les intéréts du roi son maitre et de ses sujets. 

P. §. Je prie votre excellence de vouloir bien avoir la bonté de me 
faire parvenir sa réponse, non pas par la poste ordinaire, mais par expres 
porteur de la présente ou bien par le premier courrier ou exprés qui parte 
pour ici sous l’adresse du baron de Wolff. R. 30-ih November. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 91. 


Copie d'une lettre du comte A. Bestouchef 4 milord comte de Hyndford. 


Monsieur. Comme je miintéresse sincérement a tout ce qui regarde 
voire excellence, je serai trés charmé d’apprendre qu'elle soit heureusement 
retournée de ses terres d’Ecosse en Angleterre auprés de la personne de 
Sa Majesté britannique, et c'est dans cette supposition que je ne saurais 
me dispenser d’exposer quelques considérations a votre excellence par rap- 
port au baron de Wolff, considérations qui, & mon avis, seront également 
convenables aux propres intéréts de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande Bre- 
tagne, votre maitre, et aux intéréts de ses sujets commergants dans cet 
empire, comme ils seront nécessaires au baron de Wolff. 

Votre excellence sait mieux que personne, combien le dit baron a été de 
tout temps utile aux intéréts britanniques dans ce pays-ci. Elle se sou- 
viendra encore entre autres circonstances relatives a cela de celle qui est 
arrivée pendant le cours de son ambassade ici, lorsqu’il s’agissait d’effec- 
tuer la marche du corps auxiliaire de nos troupes, pendant que les mi- 
nistres respectifs des puissances maritimes manquaient des pleins-pouvoirs 
requis et de l’argent stipulé pour cet effet au temps marqué. Votre excel- 
lence sait aussi que par Jes sentiments d’honneur et de probiié que tout 
le monde a reconnus dans ce baron, il jouit du bonheur d’étre non seu- 
lement trés bien et sur un pied de confiance avec tout ce qu'il y a de 
plus disiingué ici, mais encore que Sa Majesté I'Impératrice, ma souveraine, 
daigne I’honorer de ses graces et bienveillance. 

Il y a cependant, comme vous ne l'ignorez pas non plus, my lord, 
deux ou trois personnes, qui ne laissent pas d’avoir ua certain crédit et 
qui depuis longtemps, soit par envie, soit par d'autres passions, paraissent 
se faire féte de rechercher toute occasion d'inquiéter le dit baron et de 
lui susciter des chicanes trés préjudiciables. Jusqu’ici leurs peines n'ont 
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pas porté coup contre lui, mais comme il n’est pas impossible qu’a l'avenir 
ils ne pussent trouver jour a y parvenir et qu’alors ils ne lui fissent, sous 
des prétextes & la vériié frivoles ou mal fondés, des affaires capables 
d’altérer le crédit le mieux établi et, par la suite de leurs mauvaises 
inclinations, peut-étre celui de toute la factorerie anglaise, il parait que 
lintérét de Sa Majesté britannique exigerait qu’on y pourvoyat a temps, en 
munissant le baron de Wolff d’un caractére qui lui donnat une immunité 
plus constatée et le mit, par conséquent, tout a fait a l'abri des procédés 
d’une certaine nature. 

Liexpédient le plus propre pour cela serait, & ce qu'il me semble, 
aisé et facile & Sa Majesté britannique. Car aprés qu'elle a daigné revétir 
le dit baron du caractére de son consul général ici, il ne paraitra pas 
surprenant ni sans exemple (dont on pourrait citer une infinité, s'il en 
était besoin), si Sa Majesté daigne encore y ajouter celui de son ministre 
sans caractére a cette cour-ci, en lui faisant expédier pour cet effet des 
lettres de créance pour Sa Majesté Impériale, 4 peu prés comme le roi de 
Prusse avait conféré, il y a quelque temps, ce méme caractére au sieur 
de Wahrendorff, ci-devant son secrétaire de légation, a présent son mi- 
nistre plénipotentiaire ici, avec cette seule diflérence que le baron de 
Wolff serait & exempter, pour le bien de ses affaires de commerce et 
de celui de la factorerie ici, des voyages que cette cour-ci pourrait 
de temps en temps faire & Moscou ou vers d'autres cndroits éloignés 
de cet empire. 

Je passe pour étre des amis de m-r de Wolff et je ne disconviens 
pas que je ne le sois effectivement, mais ce que j'allégue en sa faveur ne 
part ni de cette source, ni d’aucune vue ambitieuse de la pari du baron 
de Wolff, qui n’a jamais désiré et qui méme ne recherche pas encore rien 
de pareil, mais c’est uniquement en conséquence des idées que votre excel- 
lence m’a communiquées a cet égard elle-méme et de son propre mouve- 
ment plus d’une fois pendant son séjonr dans ce pays-ci, et pour mettre 
innocence du baron de Wolff a couvert de tout inconvénient. 

Aussi votre excellence m’avouera-t-elle que les intéréts de Sa Majesté 
britannique a cette cour-ci, loin den souffrir quelque préjudice, ne s’en 
trouveront que mieux, lorsqu’on voudra encore donner ce caractére au baron 
de Wolff, qui en toute sorte d’occasions peut préter les mains a m-r l’envoyé 
de Guy Dickens et qui méme, lorsqu’en tout cas ce dernier vint un jour 
& tomber malade ou A étre rappelé d’ici, pourrait en attendant ménager 
les affaires du roi, quoi il trouverait toute facilité et par la langue du 
pays qu'il posséde, et par la connaissance oii il est avec le ministére et 
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avec tous ceux qui sont employés ou a la cour, ou dans les différents 
tribunaux ici. 

J'écris moi-méme a son excellence my lord duc de Newcastle pour 
lui faire godter cetie proposition qui ne tend qu’au bien mutuel des deux 
couronnes, et je joins ici une copie de ma lettre, afin que votre excellence 
en voit le contenu. 

Vous étes, my lord, entidrement au fait de tout ce qui regarde cette 
idée que je viens d’exposer et dont vous étes en partie auteur, et comme 
vous connaissez, aussi bien que moi le baron de Wolff, je crois que les 
considérations et. représentations que vous étes en état de faire la-dessus 
plus amplement, donneront tout Pappui nécessaire a Ja chose pour qu'elle 
réussisse. 

' P. &. Jai trouvé a propos pour gagner le temps d’envoyer la copie 
de cette lettre-ci & son excellence my lord duc de Neweastle, pour qu’elle 
lui serve, en cas que votre excellence n’edt peut-étre pas joint Sa Majesté 
britannique a Londres, et j’espére que votre excellence, qui a été elle-méme 
fémoin oculaire de tout ce qui est contenu dans Ja présente, voudra l’ap- 
puyer de son mieux. Je la prie aussi de vouloir me faire sa réponse non 
pas par la poste ordinaire, puisqu’on ouvre les lettres en Prusse, mais 


par quelque bonne et sire occasion d’un courrier ou exprés sous l’adresse 
de m-r le baron de Wolff. 

Souvenez-vous, my lord, de ce que vous m’avez chargé d’assurer m-r 
d’Apraxin touchant une tabatidre pour servir de souvenir du roi au dit 
général. Si cette marque de grace peut étre changée en celle d'une épée, 
ce serait, ce me semble, d’autant mieux et pour lui plus agréable. 

Ut in litteris. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. 61. 


MN 92. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 20-th November 1750. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. | received yesterday your letter of the 
27-th past and laid it before the King. 

His Majesty was very glad to find that the affair of the accession 
was now likely to be forthwith compleated in earnest, I shall expect very 
soon Lamb, the messenger, with an account of it and of the present si- 
tuation of affairs at the court where you are, upon which you may de- 
pend upon having immediately His Majesty’s thoughts, the King thinking 
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it more necessary, than ever to keep up the strictest union and corres- 
pondence with the Empress of Russia, for which the best foundation will 
be laid by the accession which, I hope, is concluded before this time. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. NM 61. 


N 93. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 13-th November o. s. (24-th November) 1750. 


My lord. Before this letter reaches your hands your grace will, I 
hope, have received my dispatches by Lamb, who went from hence on 
Monday the 5-th instant at night. 

Since Lamb is gone, I find I have committed a most egregious blun- 
der in agreeing, as I did, to the paragraph inserted by the great chan- 
cellor, limiting His Majesty’s accession t» the term of years only that the 
King’s former engagements with the two empresses had to run. I shall 
sincerely confess to your grace that before I signed the accession, I was 
really of opinion that by His Majesty’s acceding upon the foot of his 
former engagements was meant the time, as well as the engagements them- 
selves, so that, as your grace will have observed, in my letter accompa- 
nying the several acts of the accession the paragraph added by the chan- 
cellor seemed to me needless and superfluous. I will hope the great chan- 
cellor was as deeply led into this error, as 1, whatever ill opinion it may 
give of his judgment, as well as mine; for I should be sorry to think 
that the presents, usually made on renewal of such engagements, could 
have any share in his insisting on this paragraph; but, as concerned as 
I am at this blunder, I sometimes think, it is for the better that it hap- 
pened, for had I waited for new orders and let slip the opportunity which 
offered, by the sudden notion that came into their heads of concluding 
this affair on His Majesty’s birthday, we might have been six months 
longer before -we could have fixed them here to any business; as birth- 
days, holydays and long, and short fasts, together with rambling parties 
of sledges are coming thick one upon another, besides this mistake may 
easily be rectified by a separate article, before the ratifications are ex- 
changed. R. 10-th December. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. NM 61. 
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MN 94. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 17-th November o. s. (28-th November) 1750. 


My lord. Not only the affairs with England, but with all other courts 
have lain dormant here for a long time. Those with Sweden do so still 
and will, we hope, continue so; but those with Denmark seem to recover 
a little motion and activity. On Tuesday last, count Lynar acquainted the 
great chancellor that he had received orders from his court to remain here 
‘till the arrival of his successor, by which we suppose the court of Den- 
mark must have some hopes of that minister’s succeeding in a secret ne- 
gotiation, he has, for some time, been carrying on with the minister of 
the great duke for the exchange of some lands in Holstein, which gives 
continual disputes between the court of Copenhagen and Petersburg. This 
negotiation is, not only carried on with the Empress’s approbation, but, 
as it were under her mediation, the great chanecllor being present by 
her order at all the conferences, count Lypar has with baron Pechlin, the 
creat duke’s chief minister for the affairs of Holstein; and I am told, there 
is great probability of this negotiation being brought to a conclusion, as 
the great chancellor is of opinion that, if this affair was settled to the 
satisfaction of Denmark, that court would be the readier to renew her 
engagements with her natural allies. | hear farther that Oldenburg and 
Delmenhorst are the lands that are to be given in exchange for those of 
Holstein and that Denmark offers, besides, a considerable sum of money. 
How far this exchange may be agreable with his majesty’s electoral inte- 
rest, I am not able to judge; but, as this information was given me in 
the greatest confidence, | must beg that if any use be made of it, it may 
not appear that it came from me. R. 11-th December. P. R. 0. Russia. 


1750. X 61. 


Ne 95. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 30-th November 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. Lamb, the messenger, arrived here, on Wednesday 
last, with the several instruments of His Majesty’s accession to the treaty 
between the empress-queen and the Empress of Russia concluded in 1746, 
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signed by the respective ministers and the several declarations which were 
transmitted to you from hence, signed also by the respective parties. | 
have the pleasure to congratulate you upon the finishing of this great 
work to His Majesty's satisfaction, and to acquaint you with the King’s 
entire approbation of your conduct, which has been attended with all the 
‘success that could be expected from it. 

I shall redispatch Lamb (as you desire), as soon as ever the rati- 
fications can be got ready. 

I cannot conclude without assuring you that it is a particular satis- 
faction to me, that a work of this importance to His Majesty and his 
kingdoms has been happily brought to perfection by your diligence and 
ability. 

I send, by this night’s post, His Majesty’s orders to lord Holdernesse 
to take the necessary measures, jointly with count Golowkin, for procu- 
ring the immediate accession of the States General to the treaty of 1746; 
and I do not doubt, but I shall soon have the pleasure to acquaint you 
with the suecess of the instances which will be made on this occasion. 

His Majesty takes it for granted that the accession of the king of 
Poland will meet with no difficulty; and if the consequences of this great 
and powerfull union should farther engage his polish majesty to join in 
giving his vote for the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans, there 
would then be such a system formed as would discourage any power from 
attempting to infringe the rights and possessions of the contracting powers, 
or to disturb the peace and tranquillity of Europe; and therefore, the 
King hopes that the Empress of Russia will forthwith renew her po- 
werfull instances with his polish majesty to join with the King and the 
court of Vienna in bringing the great affair of the election of the areh- 
duke Joseph to be king of the Romans to a happy conclusion. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 


Ne 96. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 24-th November o. s. (5-th December) 1750, 


My lord. In some expostulations I have had with the great chan- 
cellor and the ‘ministers of Vienna, Dresden and Holland upon the clause 
I agreed to limiting His Majesty's accession to the term of years, his 
former engagements with the two imperial couris had to run, they all 
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insist that my only blunder, in that affair, was to think that I had com- 
mitted one. For, if that had been His Majesty’s intention, some mention 
would have been made of it in the project of the act of accession sent 
to me. But, how positive so ever these gentleman may be in their opinion, 
I shall suspend my judgment, ’till | know His Majesty’s sentiments about 
the matter; one of above views I cannot help yet thinking, was that his 
former engagements should subsist, as long, as the treaty between the two 
empresses, to which he had taken the resolution to accede. 

The Empress’s journey to Moscow is put off till the latter season of 
sledging, the hetman’s and the vice-chancellor’s ladys, who constantly 
attend Her Imperial Majesty in these journeys, being with child and not 
able to undertake it, till they are brought to bed. 

Though | have not had any orders from your grace to direct no more 
my letters to Hanover, yet I shall leave off doing it, all public and _pri- 
vate advices agreeing that His Majesty and your grace have long since 
left that place on your return to England. R. 17-th December. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 97. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 7-th December 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. As the ratilications of His Majesty's accession 
will be ready by Tuesday pext I shall dispatch Lamb, the messenger, 
that night to Petersburg. And it is His Majesty’s intention that he should 
pass by Hanower and Vienna, that there may be an opportunity of gi- 
ving the King’s ministers in both those places an account of the situation 
of affairs, as far as it relates to His Majesty’s great object of proceeding 
to the election of archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans; and I must 
observe to you that the promoting the success of that measure will be 
the best consequence and the wisest use that the Empress of Russia can 
make of His Majesty’s accession; and that may be to be done by the 
influence the Czarina has over the king of Poland, who is, himself, cer- 
tainly well inclined to it; but would be glad to have subsidies from the 
maritime powers, which, in the present exhausted situation of both coun- 
tries, are not to be obtained. P. R. 0. Bussia. 1750. & 61. 





— 157 — 


Ne 98. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 11-th December 1750. 


All in cypher. Sir. As the ratifications of His Majesty’s act of acces- 
sion to the treaty of the two empresses of 1746 could not be got ready 
by this night’s post, I am obliged to defer the dispatching the courier 
till Friday next; by whom I shall write fully to you and I shall there- 
fore, at present, only acknowledge your letter of the 13-th of November, 
which I received yesterday, and that of the 17-th, which I received this 
morning. I have laid them both before the King, but have not yet had 
an opportunity of taking His Majesty’s orders upon them. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1750. N 61. 


Ne 99. 


M-r George Morley, secretary to the Russia Company, to the duke of 
Newcastle. . 


London. 11-th December 1750. 


My lord duke. As your grace was pleased to give permission to the 
Russian Company to lay before your grace any complaints they had reason 
to make, so they desire to represent that by the 8-th article of the treaty 
of commerce is stipulated a free trade to Persia throw Russia, whereas 
at present it is absolutely prohibited to us by the court of Russia. 

By the 16-th article of the said treaty the british subjects are to 
have their houses in Petersburg, Moscow and Archangel exempt from sol- 
diers quartered upon them, which has been infringed. 

By the 19-th article all british affairs of trade should be under the 
cognizance of the college of commerce only, throw many times have been 
refered to the magistracy, where british merchants can never hope for 
equity and justice. 

By the 23-d article effectual orders are to be sent for bringing out 
of the countrey such Russes to Petersburg, as we have debts and demands 
upon. The strict observance and execution thereof is earnestly recommended, 
as being highly necessary. 

The 26-th article agrees a strict break upon hemp and flax which 
we desire may be kept up to it’s just standard, as is done at Riga. 
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As this company delivered a memorial to your grace of the demand 
which several of the members had upon account of an iron contract with 
baron Schomberg relating to the interest of their money and charges the- 
reon, which memorial your grace transmitted to lord Hyndford, who assures us 
this demand was put in a fair way of recovery, the Company prays this 
aflair may so effectualy be recommended to His Majesty’s minister m-r 
Guy Dickens as to obtain success. 

These are the material articles of the infraction of the treaty of com- 
merce and grievances in our trade which we pray your grace will be 
pleased to recommend to His Majestics minister at the court of Russia and 
likewise to the consul baron Wolff, that they may be redressed and re- 
moved. 

By order of the governor, consals and assistants of the Russia Company 
George Morley secretary. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. &% 61. 


Ne 100. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


© 
St. Petersburg. 1-st December o. s. (12-th December) 1750. 


My lord. The day before yesterday | received with a letter from 
m-r Keith from Vienna of the 18-th November n. s. the honour of your 
grace’s letters from Hanover of the 12-th (23-d) and 14-th (25-th) October, 
in the first of which was inclosed His Majesty’s letter to the Empress of 
Russia notifying the birth of a prince, which I shall take care to deliver 
in the usual manner. 

In answer to your grace’s second abovementioned letter I have the 
satisfaction to acquaint your grace that His Majesty’s desires with regard 
to the election of the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans have 
been anticipated; the king of Poland upon the instances made by this court 
having declared that he would concur in this great and salutary work. 
So no obstacle, we think, now remains to it’s being brought soon to it’s 
perfection. 

As to the russian courier dispatched from hence to count Czernichew 
in September iast, it is very possible 1 may not have guessed the true 
subject of his errand. It is now full six months that I have not seen the 
ereat chancellor in private. For, as long as the affair of the accession 
was depending, he seemed to decline it on his part, and, on mine, | 
avoided giving him the pain to press it. But I may venture, | believe, 
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to assure your grace that, if he had the least thought that the negotia- 
tion, now on foot with Denmark, had been begun by the advice and at 
the instigation of France, he would immediately break it off. But I have 
reason to believe the contrary. For I am informed, by very good hands, 
that the report spread, at first, as if setting a cartel for the giving up 
of deserters occasioned count Lynar’s staying here so long after he had 
received his letters of revocation, had no other view, than to conceal the 
trne negvtiation from France, who, Denmark was afraid, might be offended 
and withdraw her subsidies, if she came to the knowledge of it. I be- 
lieve, | may likewise venture to assure your grace that the negotiation 
will not be brought to it’s full perfection without His Majesty’s participa- 
tion and concurrence. And, in a few days, I propose asking a private 
conference of the great chancellor, in which, | am sure, he will give me 
a full and ample communication of every thing. Nor can I attribut: it to 
any reserve in him that he has not done it hitherto, but to his natural 
indolence. Besides, though I wrote in my letter of the 17-th past that 
there was a probability of this negotiation being brought to a conclusion, 
yet, as matters are transacted here, it will not be so soon. And, by some 
loose hints, count Lynar let drop to me, a few days ago, | find he has 
no great hopes of it during his stay here. As among the objects of this 
negotiation your grace’s accounts talk of Sleswick, | must acquaint you 
that no mention has been made of it hitherto, but purely of the affairs 
of Holstein. And, if they are settled, it will be by some convention bet- 
ween the two courts, that will have no manner of relation to or connec- 
tion with the agreement made by the intervention of France between the 
king of Denmark and the prince successor of Sweden. Your grace may 
be also assured that this court will not comply with the desires of that 
of Denmark, unless they break off their engagements with France and 
unite with Russia and her allies, But I shall defer saying any thing more 
upon this subject to your grace, till I have seen the great chancellor, 
Which shall certainly be one day next week. 

On Wednesday last general Arnheim had an audience of the Empress, 
in which he delivered the king of Poland’s letter in favour of duke Biron; 
and Her Imperial Majesty promised she would give orders to have that 
affair examined into. 

The last mails from England brought me the honour of your grace’s 
letter of the 6-th instant with the agreable news of His Majesty’s being 
safely arrived at St. James’s. R. 28-th December. P. BR. 0. Russia. 
1750. % 61. | 
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Ne 101. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Sir. I herewith transmit to you His Majesty’s ratifications, in due 
form, of the act of accession to the treaty of 1746 and, in order to give 
them the greater weight, you have also His Majesty’s ratifications of the 
two secret declarations. 

The King approved the leaving out of the treaty of 1741 for the 
reason you give, as all the material part of it is renewed in that of 1742. 
But I must observe that our treaty of commerce is. looked upon here to 
be so advantageous to us, that I find our Russia Company will be very 
desirous to have it prolonged; and, indeed, they have already flung out to 
me hints ef that kind. 

As the King acceded upon the foot of the treaty of 1742, His Ma- 
jesty could have no objection to the clause inserted by the russian mi- 
nisters, viz-t, that the act of accession should have the same duration with 
the treaty upon the foot of which the accession was made. And I do not 
apprehend that any inconvenience can arise from it. On the contrary, it 
may dispose the court of Petersburg hereafier to be more inclined to renew 
the treaty of 1742. 

You will immediately exchange the ratifications with the respective 
ministers and then redispatch Lamb by the way of Vienna. 

Though there does not seem to be any material difference, yet, as the 
secret declaration given by you was signed and sealed, it would be better 
if you could get that relating to His Majesty’s german dominions sealed 
also. 

As soon as the ratifications are exchanged, it is His Majesty's plea- 
sure that you should ask an audience of the Empress of Russia and ex- 
press the King’s great satisfaction at the conclusion of this work, whe- 
reby the separate defensive engagements of the several powers are now 
happily reduced into one common act, which, His Majesty thinks, gives 
great security fur the support of the interests of the contracting parties and 
for the preservation of the peace of Europe. 

1 send you a copy of my letter to lord Holdernesse directing him to 
take with count Golowkin in Holland the proper steps for obtaining the 
immediate accession of the States General. And | inclose also extracts of 
some letters from my -lord Holdernesse, whereby you will see the steps 
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he has already taken. I doubt not, notwithstanding the seeming difficul- 
ties therein mentioned, but that this affair will soon be happily concluded. 

The king of Poland, I presume, will immediately accede; and it might 
not be amiss. If in your audience of the Empress you acquainted her, by 
the King’s order, that nothing was now wanting for the establishing a 
strict and respectable union of so many considerable powers, but the suc- 
cess of the great measure which His Majesty has brought so near to a 
conclusion, of the election of the archduke Joseph to be king of the Ro- 
mans, that her powerfull interposition with the king of Poland, elector of 
Saxony, would, if it succeeds, put that affair out of doubt (as there are 
already six voices sure, viz-t Mayence, Tréves, Cologne, Bohemia, Bavaria and 
Brunswick), and that, therefore, the King could not too earnestly press 
Her Imperial Majesty to use her utmost endeavours for that purpose, 

I have talked very fully to count COzernichew upon that subject 
and have endeavoured to convince him that it was impracticable in our 
present circumstances to give a subsidy to the king of Poland; but that 
it would be very unfortunate, if so small an object, as that, could prevent 
so considerable a prince, as the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, from 
following both his interest and his inclination in concurring with His Ma- 
jesty and the court of Vienna in this one necessary measure, when from 
the same consideration of interest and inclination, he is already in other 
respects so strongly united with the King and the court of Vienna and 
with the Empress of Russia, who takes equally a part in the election of - 
the archduke Joseph to be King of the Romans. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the messenger is returned 
from Spain with an account of the exchange of the ratifications of the 
treaty lately concluded between His Majesty and the king of Spain. The 
friendship and good correspondence that is established by that treaty 
concluded without the interposition of any third power, appears to be as 
agreable to the king of Spain and the whole spanish ministry and nation, 
as it is to His Majesty and his subjects; and there is all possible reason 
to think that it will be attended with all best consequences in all respects. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1750. N 61. | 


“102. | 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Secret. Sir. 1 have laid before His Majesty your secret letter of the 


d-th of November giving an account of the situation of the court of Pe- 
ul 
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tersburg and of the favorable dispositions of the Empress for maintaining 
the closest union with the maritime powers and the house of Austria. His 
Majesty is very glad to find that these favourable dispositions are so strongly 
confirmed by you, though the indolence that princess shows upon all occa- 
sions and the delays which attend all business of consequence (of which 
this affair of the accession is a most extraordinary instance) make those 
favorable dispositions of less use to herself and her allies. You say very 
right: the great point to be had in view, at present, is to endeavour to 
get more dispatch given to all the transactions at Petersburg; and the 
chancellor Bestuchef gives his enemies great handles over him by not, 
himself, taking every opportunity to engage the Empress, his mistress, to 
dispatch those points of business which are of the most importance and 
which cannot but suffer by delay. The King is very glad to find the 
Empress of Russia has so considerable a force, as 140.000 men, between 
Libau in Courland and Fredericksham in Finland. The apprehension of those 
troops may be of great use, to keep things quiet in those parts. But it 
should not encourage the court of Russia to make attempts and begin 
hostilities, which with all their force, if they are the aggressors, they will 
not be able to maintain. His Majesty sufficiently shows by the two great 
acts of this year, viz-t, that of his accession to the treaty of 1746. bet- 
ween the two empresses and the measures that are taking for the elec- 
tion of the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans, his real intention 
to cultivate and cement the strictest union and friendship between the ma- 
ritime powers, the two empresses and such princes of the empire, as will 
adhere to that system. But if any power should flatter themselves from 
hence that His Majesty may be brought either openly, or covertly to assist 
or abet any attempt to break the peace, either in the north, or south, 
they will find themselves greatly mistaken. All His Majesty’s measures 
tend to the preservation of the peace in all parts and that by making 
such alliances and establishing such a system, as may discourage other 
powers from breaking it. And ‘tis upon this principle that the King is 
entitled to speak with authority to his allies, when he is daily giving 
them such convincing proofs of his real concern for their interests. The 
King thought proper that I should just say thus much, in general, that 
you, knowing His Majesty’s sentiments, might be the better able to con- 
duct yourself, in case, upon this accession. Any of those flights should 
be renewed, of which (though they have not long existed) we have seen 
some instances formerly. As this reasoning is entirely conformable to the 
interests. and professions of the court of Vienna, | am persuaded it is 
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equally so to their real intentions. The King of Prussia is always at work 
to misrepresent every thing that is done, either at the court of Petersburg, 
or any other, that is in a different system from him, and endeavours to 
make France and the rest of the world believe that every little incident, 
though trifling in itself, is an indication of a design to come to a rupture; 
and, as, on the one hand, it is very imprudent to give him any real 
handle, so, on the other, when it is done without foundation, it is to be 
contradicted and despised. His Majesty's conduct is so far above reproach, 
that the court of Berlin show but their own weakness, whenever they 
attempt to charge His Majesty’s measures with any view of this kind. The 
sudden recall of count Gross without taking leave is already represented, 
as a formed design in the Empress of Russia to break off all correspon- 
dence with Prussia. And care should be immediately taken to set that 
aflair in such a light, and the reasons for taking that measure, that this 
insinuation of the king of Prussia may appear to be without foundation. 

Complaint has been made of sir Charles Hanbury Williams having held 
improper discourses at Berlin, though there does not appear any foundation 
for it or, as yet, any explanation of what those discourses are. But these 
little acts will soon be defeated, if His Majesty’s allies will follow his — 
example by acting an uniform steddy part for the preservation of the peace 
upon the foot of the treaties now subsisting and strengthening each other 
by a proper concert and union among themselves. 

i send you copies of the king of Prussia’s letter to the King and of 
His Majesty’s answer. You will communicate them to the chancellor Bes- 
tuchef, whereby he will see the strength and firmness with which His 
Majesty maintains this great measure of the election of a king of the Ro- 
mans. If the chancellor Bestuchef wants really to revenge himself of the 
king of Prussia and serve, at the same time, the Empress, his mistress, 
and the common cause, he must forward the success of that measure by 
securing the vote of the king of Poland, elector of Saxony. P. R. 0.. 
Russia. 1750. \ 61. 


% 103. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Very secret. Sir. I received on the 11-th instant the favour of your 
letter of the 17-th of November giving an account of the negotiatio nof 


* 





= 866 


count Lynar to obtain the consent of the great duke to the exchange of 
some lands in Holstein with others to be given by Denmark. 

This negotiation is of more importance, than you seem to imagine 
and. appears to be no less, than the getting the consent of the present 
duke of Holstein, great duke of Russia, to the present exchange of all 
these countries, which the prince successor of Sweden has, by the inter- 
position of France, eventually consented to. It was by the means of that 
agreement that France detached the king of Denmark from His Majesty's 
alliance and from the king’s allies and united him to themselves and Sweden. 
And the court of France will be the better able to fix Denmark in their 
interest, if they can also procure the consent of the present possessor. 
The renunciation to Sleswick is, | suppose, part of this agreement, as it 
is one material article of the eventual cession. | am much surprised to 
see the chancellor so forward in this measure; for, if it is what I appre- 
hend it, as the King has had information of such a negotiation being now 
actually carrying on at Petersburg, instead of bringing Denmark back to 
their natural allies, it will be fixing them in the french and swedish in- 
terests. . 
Oldenburg and Delmenholst, | know, were to be given eventually in 
exchange, and therefore I conclude the whole bargain is the same. It is 
therefore the King’s pleasure that you should talk very seriously to the 
chancellor upon this subject and represent to him the certain consequences 
that must attend a hasty concurrence in this measure, which is a trap 
laid for them by France and Sweden. 

You will, however, take care that m-r de Bestuchef does not men- 
tion your having in any manner interfered in this affair. P. B. 0. Russia. 
1750. \ 61. 


N 104. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Most secret. Sir. 1 am now to acquaint you in answer to your 
most secret letter that His Majesty approves your conduct in not having 
further pressed the chancellor Bestuchef upon the letter sent to m-r Puebla 
at Berlin. The fact was certainly true and the court of Vienna was as 
much scandalised at it, as the King could be. The only inference-to be 
made from it is that, if the chancellor will take such low and unjusti- 
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liable methods, as these, he may not always be able to get out of it so 
well, as he has done in this. 

As to the paper inclosed, entitled «Insinuations to be made upon the 
recall of m-r Gross», the russian minister at Berlin, as His Majesty has 
received no advice of the insinuations supposed to have been made in 
France and Sweden to procure the recall of m-r Panin, it is impossible 
for me to say any thing of it to count Czernichew or anybody else. | 
cannot but have my doubts as to the truth of these advices, but I am 
very far from wanting sufficient indications that the transactions and those 
of the most secret nature of the court of Russia have been communicated, 
at times, to the king of Prussia. Some particular instances I could give; 
I will only mention one which happened the other day, which was that 
m-r de Mirepoix, the french ambassador, talking to me of His Majesty’s 
accession to the treaty between the two Empresses, expressly asked me, 
whether the King had acceded to the four secret articles? The knowledge 
of which probably came from Russia to Prussia and from thence to France. 
I neither owned nor denied the existence of any such articles; but con- 
tented myself with saying that His Majesty’s accession was purely upon 
the foot of the defensive engagements, which the king had taken by former 
treaties, and this m-r de Mirepoix did not seem dissatisfied with thus far, 
therefore (because it is true) His Majesty does allow me to say to count 
Czernichew that we have the greatest reason to believe that the king of 
Prussia does find means to be constantly informed of some of the most — 
secret transactions at the court of Petersburg; that if this is so, it must 
necessarily lessen the confidence that His Majesty has in Her Imperial 
Majesty’s councils. I have accordingly talked to count Czernichew. I found 
him more unwilling than formerly to enter inty this affair. He promised, 
however, that he would write as I desired to the chancellor only, but he 
would have had me believe that m-r de Mirepoix’s information might come 
from hence. And he seemed to think the insinuation of lessening the King’s 
confidence in the Empress, his mistress, would be looked upon as a menace 
not supported upon any certain fact, and therefore wished that that might 
be omitted. 

As to the other insinuations contained in the other paper, which it 
is desired that I would make to count Czernichew, I have a notion that 
the king of Prussia has looked upon the aflair of the accession, as not 
likely to take place, and very possibly had given hopes of it in France. 
But I am, by no means, certain enough of it to declare it to count Ozer- 
nichew. I am persuaded that the chancellor's suspicions are true, that the 
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courts of Prussia and Sweden would do every thing in their power to ruin 
him, the chancellor Bestuchef. But whatever they do of that kind, which 
is not founded upon truth and fact, will turn upon themselves; and, the- 
refore, | hope the chancellor Bestuchef, for his own sake, will not follow 
them in any such practices, if there are any such. Upon the whole, I could 
only repeat to m-r Ozernichew what | have often said before, that we 
have reason to believe that the king of Prussia is too often informed of 
what passes at the court of Petersburg, which must have a very bad effect 
in the present conjuncture. 

These two papers of insinuations are, as you very rightly observed, 
a continuation of suppositions and advices possibly not founded upon facts 
or which, at least, are not come to my knowledge. And | must be allowed 
to have too much regard for my own reputation ever to advance any 
thing of this kind which I do not know of my own knowledge. I cannot 
also but observe that there are some hints flung out in both these papers 
relating to the affairs of Sweden, which show the uecessity of my explai- 
ning to you His Majesty’s thoughts in the manner, | have done in my 
secret letter of this date. And I must again repeat to you that the su- 
rest way to disappoint the king of Prussia in any of his views against 
the person of the chancellor Bestuchef would be for him to engage the 
Empress, his mistress, to attend to the affairs of her great empire and 
to act an open great part in concert with His Majesty, in support of the 
system laid down by the King for the preservation of the public peace. 

Though it is impossible for me for the reasons abovementioned to comply 
with what the chancellor Bestuchef has desired in these two papers: yet, 
it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should give him the strongest assu- 
rances of the King’s resolution to do every thing in his power to assist 
and support him, His Majesty being thoroughly convinced that nothing can 
be more useful to the common cause and to the system which the King 
has laid down, than the maintenance of m-r Bestuchef's credit and in- 
fluence with the Empress, his mistress. P. RB. 0. Russia. 1750. X 61. 


Ne 105. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Separate. Sir. 1 send you inclosed a copy of a letter I received 
from the chancellor Bestuchef and of my answer, as also of the letter | 
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write to consul Wolff, the original of which inclosing his credential of re- 
sident you will deliver to him. 

You will see that at the same time that His Majesty has thought 
proper, in some degree, to comply with the earnest request of the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef, the King has taken care that consul Wolff shall neither 
have any pretensions to any salary, or any pretence to interfere with you 
in any business, or in the execution of His Majesty’s orders. 

I am persuaded that the King’s attention to you in this respect will, 
as it ought, give you great satisfaction and remove any objection, you 
might otherwise have to the chancellor Bestuchef's proposal in favour of 
consul Wolff. His Majesty was willing to oblige m-r de Bestuchef, when 
it neither was attended with expence nor any other inconvenience. P. RB. 0. 
Russia. 1750. N 61. 


Ne 106. 


Le duc de Newcastle au comte A. Bestuchef. 
A Whitehall, le 14 Decembre 1750. 


Monsicur. Je suis infiniment obligé a votre excellence des professions 
d’amitié dont elle m’a honoré dans sa lettre du 30 Novembre dernier. On ne 
saurait é¢tre plus convaincu, que je suis du zéle distingué et de l’attention 
trés particuliére qu'elle a toujours témoignés pour union la plus étroite 
entre nos deux souverains, laquelle, comme j'espére, prendra une nouvelle 
force par l’acte d’accession du roi au traité conclu en 1746 entre leurs. 
deux majestés impériales. 

Je n’ai pas manqué d’informer le roi de votre requéte en faveur du 
baron de Wolff, et Sa Majesté en considération de votre .recommandation 
et pour montrer la particularité de ses égards envers votre excellence a 
bien voulu lui accorder le caractére de son résident auprés de Sa Majesté 
Impériale de toutes les Russies. J’en écris au baron .le Wolff par ce méme 
courrier en lui envoyant sa lettre de créance, et il recevra l'une et l'autre 
de m-r le colonel Guy Dickens, & qui je fais part aussi des motifs qui 
y ont porté le roi. Mais je dois, en méme temps, informer votre excel- 
lence qu’afin que m-r de Wolff ne soit point détourné de l’attention qu’exige 
la commission de consul général et pour ne pas donner de l’ombrage a 
m-r le colonel Guy Dickens, le roi a trouvé a propos de dispenser abso- 
lument m-r de Wolff de toute fonction de ministre et m'ordonne de lui 
dire qu'il ne doit s’attendre & aucun salaire en conséquence de ce nouveau 
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caractére, m-r le colonel Guy Dickens demeurant seul ministre du roi a 
la cour de Sa Majesté Impériale. 

Je suis charmé de toute occasion de vous faire voir ma promptitude 
& obéir au possible 4 vos ordres et l’estime et la considération distinguées 
avec lesquelles j'ai l'hopneur d’étre etc. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 107. 


The duke of Newcastle to consul Wolff. 
Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Sir. I having received a letter from the chancellor Bestuchef earnestly 
desiring for particular reasons, which he has mentioned, that His Majesty 
would be pleased to give you a character of minister, His Majesty has 
been pleased to give you a credential letter appointing you His Majesty’s 
resident at the court of Petersburg, which I herewith inclose to you, but 
I am to acquaint you that it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should 
not ‘interfere in any business without his express order and that you are 
not to expect or have any salary or pay in consequence of His Majesty’s 
credential letter. 

I am very glad of any thing that may be agreable to you or be of 
service to you. I know your zeal for His Majesty’s service and your suc- 
cessful applications upon all occasions in support of the interests of the 
Russia Company and | must, in the strongest manner, recommend to you 
the continuance of that zeal and attention, which you have hitherto showed 
upon all occasions. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. NM 61. 


X 108. 


The duke of Newcastie to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Apart. Sir. I received your letter apart of November the 5-th with 
the list of presents to be given upon the conclusion of His Majesty’s act 
of accession amounting in all to 3.700 L. His Majesty thinks ‘this a very 
unreasonable demand but as you represent it, as necessary and what is 
always practised, His Majesty is pleased to consent to the presents pro- 
posed for the russian ministers amounting in all to L. 2.700, but His 
Majesty does not think proper to make any present upon this occasion to 
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the minister of the empress-queen, as being neither founded on reason, nor 
custom; and you may therefore direct consul Wolff to advance the two 
thousand seven hundred pounds for the presents to the russian ministers 
according to the list given you for them by m-r Funk, by order of the 
chancellor Bestuchef; and consul Wolff may send an order to his corres- 
pondent here, to whom the money shall be paid. 

I find my lord Hyndford thinks that these presents must be paid to 
the russian ministers. I have talked with him upon the present of a gold 
snuff box formerly desired for admiral Apraxin and the present designed 
for general Lieven. His lordship is of opinion that as the gold snuff box 
was never given, a gold sword for each would be the most proper; and 
the King has been pleased to order them accordingly; and lord Hyndford 
will take care that they shall be safely conveyed to Petersburg. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ne 109. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 14-th December 1750. 


Sir. I send you herewith a paper which I have received from the 
Russia Company here, and am to signify to you His Majesty’s pleasure 
that you should make inquiry into the grounds which there may be for 
the complaints contained in it, and that, in case they should appear to be 
founded, you should make the proper instances in the King’s name 
that the same may be immediately redressed. 

To consul Wolff use your atmost eudeavours for removing and re- 
dressing the same. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ne 110. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 18-th December 1750. 


Sir. I have received the favour of your letter of the 24-th of No- 
vember and laid it before the King. 

As I wrote to you so fully, by the messenger Lamb, upon the se- 
veral points of business now depending, and as you wiil have seen by 
(hose letters that you need be under no sort of uneasiness on account of 
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the additional clause which was inserted in His Majesty’s act of accession 
to the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses, | have nothing, at pre- 
sent, to add but the assurances of my being ete. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 
N 61. 


Ne 111. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 8-th December o. s. (19-th December) 1750 
My lord. An incident happened this week which this court neither 
expected, nor were prepared, for m-r Wahrendorff, the prussian minister, 
wrote a short letter to the great chancellor acquainting him that he had 
orders to leave this court, in the same manner m-r Gross had done that 
of Berlin, and desiring that he might be immediately provided with the 
usual and necessary passports for himself and his domestics. Hereupon the 
declaration I formerly mentioned of the reasons which had induced this 
court to come to that resolution with regard to m-r Gross was drawn up 
in a great deal of hurry and sent to m-r Wahrendorff, the prussian mi- 
nister, the next day the 4-th instant. But he refused to receive it alled- 
ging that after the letter he had wrote to the great chancellor he was 
no more to be considered as a public minister and consequently could 
hot take upon him to charge himself with this declaration, or any thing 
else in a ministerial capacity. However, the person that was sent to him, 
not content with this answer, threw the declaration upon the table and 
came away. There is advice here that m-r Gross is arrived as far as 
Dantzig; but till they hear he is got on this side Memel, no passports 
will be granted to m-r Wahrendorff. 
This affair having taken up the minister's time here this whole week, 
I have not yet seen the great chancellor, as | proposed; but I am appointed 
to come to him this afternoon; so by the next post I hope to be able 
to clear up all your grace’s doubts concerning the negotiation with Den- 
mark. R. 31-st December. P. R. O. Russia. 1750. % 61. 


Ne 112. 


Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 11-th December 0. s. (22-d December) 1750. 
My lord. According to the great chancellor's appointment I waited 
upon him on Saturday last and talked to him, first: of His Majesty's letter 
to the Empress of Russia notifying the birth of a prince that he might 
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think it was the chief reason of my desiring to see him. We talked next 
of the orders m-r Wahrendorff, the prussian minister, had received to leave 
this court in the same manner m-r Gross had done that of Berlin; at which 
the great chancellor smiled and said: «it was plain, the prussian monarch 
was downright angry». He spoke to me also a good deal about sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams’s open and friendly behaviour to m-r Gross at Berlin; 
saying, he would not fail to make a very particular report of it to the 
Empress, his mistress. After this the discourse falling naturally upon count 
Lynar and his long stay here after he had received his letter of revoca- 
tion; I told the chancellor I had received letters from several of His Ma- 
jesty’s ministers abroad, by which I found they had a notion that there 
was some secret negotiation carrying on here by count Lynar, and that 
by the advice and at the instigation of France. The chancellor answered 
that their notions were right and that there was a negotiation; but he 
did not see any reason for their calling it a secret one, and yet less, to 
suspect France had any hand in it; that count Lynar had for some time 
been in treaty with the ministers of the great duke, as duke of Holstein, 
‘o put an end, if possible, to the perpetual disputes which the mixed 
government in that duchy gave occasion to, and that he had proposed an 
exchange of lands. But whether the great duke would consent to it, was 
yet doubtful. And | have since heard the great duke ‘eclares absolutely 
against it and says, he is an old duke of the empire and will not de- 
generate into a young count, though his ministers seem to think count Ly- 
nar’s proposals not unreasonable, as it would be a means of paying the 
duke’s debts; after which he would have the revenue of Oldenbourg and Del- 
menhorst clear; whereas now instead of receiving any thing from Holstein, 
he is obliged to remit money thither. As to Sleswick I shall repeat what 
| said to your grace before: that no mention has been made of it yet. 
But if the negotiation about Holstein could be brought to a happy issue, 
I doubt not, but the court of Denmark would try also to settle this article; 
and if it could be a means of bringing Denmark back to her true and 
natural allies, this court would not perhaps be unwilling to favour -such 
a negotiation, as they think that the court of Denmark’s apprehensions 
and fears of what may happen, when the great duke comes to reign here, 
is one great reason that makes them lean so much towards France, as 
one of their guarantees; whereas this reason would cease, if the great duke 
had once made a formal cession and renunciation of this duchy. As before 
| left the great chancellor, I let drop that I did not doubt but the same 
advice, of a secret negotiation here with Denmark had been sent to my 
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court; he told me he would write to count Czernichew about it; though 
he said that he hoped we could hardly believe him so weak, as to be 
caught in such a snare, as to countenance in any shape or manner what- 
soever a negotiation that should be set on foot here by the advice and at 
the instigation of France. 

When general Arnheim, the saxon minister, delivered the king of 
Poland’s letter in favour of duke Biron, Her Imperial Majesty besides the 
assurances of giving orders to have that affair examined into, was pleased 
to say she would be glad to show on all occasions her regard for the 
king and republic of Poland, and after general Aruheim’s audience was 
over, she toid the great chancellor that she perceived she should have no 
rest, till she had set the duke at liberty. From whence that duke’s friends 
have conceived great hopes of the success of the application made in his 
favour. But I cannot be altogether so sanguine, when I consider how much 
the private interest of those who have the management of his estates in 
Courland, is concerned to keep him out of that duchy. Besides which there 
are intrigues of the cabinet to which the great chancellor, as much as he 
is the duke’s friend, is obliged now and then to submit. A few days be- 
fore the Empress returned the abovementioned favourable answer to general 
Arnheim, the vice-chancellor found means to get her approbation to a res- 
cript (which the g’eat chancellor could not refuse to sign himself) orde- 
ring m-r Keyzerling to insinuate to the saxon court that Her Imperial 
Majesty would be glad not to be importuned with sollicitations in favour 
of duke Biron. Indeed the great chancellor got the saxon ministers here 
to write at the same time to their court not to be in any pain about the 
consequence of this rescript. And he has since prevailed on the Empress 
to be ef another opinion, but these intrigues and contradictions occur here 
so often, that there is no dependance upon the most favourable appearances, 
‘till a thing is done. The king of Poland, as I have already informed your 
grace, has been determined by this court to concur in the great work which 
His Majesty has begun for the election of the archduke Joseph to be 
king of the Romans, but I am sorry to say it is in such a manner, as 
is not very obliging to the court of Vienna; for in answer to the instances 
made by this court, his polish majesty says, ‘he will give his vote out 
of pure regard for the Empress of Russia, but not out of any considera- 
tion for the court of Vienna, against which he makes great complaints. 

On Saturday last a copy of the declaration given to m-r Wahrendorff, 
the prussian minister, upon the recalling of m-r Gross, the russian mini- 
ster, from Berlin was sent to all the foreign minister’s here. They were 
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all in german except one sent to m-r Schwart, which was in french, in 
order to be inserted in the french Amsterdam Gazette. And as I could 
nol have mine translated time enough to send by the courier, this court - 
dispatched the next morning with copies of these declarations to Hamburg, 
| have desired m-r Schwart to write to the greffier to let the earl of 
Huldernesse have a copy of that he will receive to be transmitted to your grace. 

As | may wait at least six months (as has happened to the earl 
of Hyndford) before I can obtain an audience of the Empress, | have de- 
livered to the great chancellor His Majesty's letter notifying the birth of 
a prince; and he tells me that the answer shall be in the like manner 
delivered to your grace by count Czernichew, if you think aa R. 4-th 
January. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. N 61. 


N 113. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 15-th December o. s. (26-th December) 1750. 
My lord. The letters by the last post having brought advice that 


m-r Gross, the late russian-minister at the court of Berlin, had past Memel 
on the 4-th instant o. s. on his return hither, the passports m-r Wahren- 
dorff, the prussian minister, had desired were sent to him on Wednesday 
evening last; and the next evening he left this place in the same manner, 
as m-r Gross had left Berlin without taking leave of any body, except 
the foreign ministers; so that now all direct correspondence between the 
two courts is broke off and will not, probably, be soon renewed to the 
creat mortification of the prussian partisans here. 

We have letters here from Constantinople of the 31-st of October 
and the 10-th of November, by which there is advice of the death of 
m-r Nepluef, the russian minister there. By the character which m-r Porter, 
His Majesty’s ambassador, has sent me of the deceased, I find he could 
wish that whoever succeeds him, should be in another way of thinking. 
M-r Nepluef was a creature of the vice-chancellor and sent on that re- 
mote mission by the great chancelior on purpose to remove him from hence, 
and they talk of filling again that post by another friend of the vice- 
chancellor m-r Alsuius ‘), one of the secretaries of the chancery, but he 
bears here a very good character. R. 7-th January. P. R. 0. Russia, 
1750. Ne 61. 
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Ne 114. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 22-d December 1750 o. s. (2-d January 1751). 


My lord. A few days ago, as I was at court, the great chancellor 
came up to me by the Empress’s order to desire | would return His Ma- 
jesty her most hearty thanks for sir Charles Hanbury Williams’s friendly 
behaviour towards m-r Gross at Berlin, particularly the day m-r Gross 
left it, when sir Charles Hanbury conducted him a good way out of town 
in his own coach upon a report raised, as if some insult was intended to 
be offered to him. Her Imperial Majesty says she takes this, as a new 
proof of the King’s true and sincere friendship, and desires His Majesty would 
be assured that he will always find the same on her part. 

I have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 20-th No- 
vember acknowledging the receipt of mine of the 27-th October, and as 
according to my accounts from the Hague Lamb, the messenger, must have 
arrived a few days after with the several acts of His Majesty's accession, 
I will flatter myself that the King will not have been displeased with that 
transaction notwithstanding the mistake or blunder which | am appre- 
hensive we have committed here, since the only inconvenience that can 
arise from it will be His Majesty’s renewing those engagements some years 
sooner, than he perhaps expected he should be obliged t» do; which is 
a very trifling consideration, if all the other great ends His Majesty has 
proposed to himself by this measure are answered. 

The great duke has altered his opinion with regard to count Lynar’s 
negotiation for accomodating the disputes about Holstein and declared to 
the Empress that, as soon as she had comé to an agreement with Den- 
mark about her own system, he would readily consent to every thing that 
could settle his affairs and differences with that court; upon which count 
Lynar dispatched a courier to his court on Tuesday last and, as I doubt 
not, but he transmitted at the same time some proposals for a closer union 
between the Empress and her allies and Denmark. | shall try to see the great 
chancellor, as soon as possible, in order to have a communication of them. 
In the mean while from the last discourses | had with him, I think | may 
venture to tell your grace that they consist chiefly in desiring Denmark 
to follow His Majesty’s example and accede to the treaty of 1746 bet- 
ween the two empresses. As to Holstein, all the ducal part of it is to be 
yielded up to Denmark, and in exchange, as I have already acquainted 
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your grace, Oldenburg and Delmenhorst, which are to be erected into du- 
chies, will be given to the great duke, and all his debts paid amounting 
to two millions of crowns. 

Since m-r Gross has left Berlin, a secret rescript has been sent to 
count Czernichew to desire His Majesty to send orders to sir Charles Han- 
bury Williams to transmit hither to me for the information of this court 
regular accounts of whatever passes there worth notice. 

P. S. Two mails are just now come in from England, by which 
| have received the h-nour of your grace’s letter of the 30-th November, 
but it cannot be decyphered before this must go to the post. R. 16-th 
January 1751. P. R. 0. Russia. 1750. 61. 


Ne 115. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 25-th December o. s. 1750 (3-d January 1751). 


My Jord. I had just time to acknowledge by the last post the honor 
of your grace’s letter of the 30-th November, which being now decy- 


phered I have the satisfaction to see that my conduct here in the affair 
of the accession has met with His Majesty’s approbation, and it is so much 
the greater, as | have reason to hope that my apprehensions of having 
commitied a.mistake were groundless, or at least that the King does not 
think it a material one. 

The saxon ministers here have received no answer yet to the dis- 
patches they sent by general Bernes’s courier desiring full powers and 
instructions for concluding his polish majesty’s accession, but they expect 
them by the austrian courier, who will bring the empress-queen’s ratifi- 
cations. And this affair will meet, we hope, with the less difficulty, as 
this court is now satisfied that that of Dresden should accede in the man- 
ner His Majesty had done upon the foot of the former engagements; whe- 
reas they insisted before that the court of Saxony should accede in full 
to the treaty of 1746 and take upon them a quota of 30/m men, to 
which the saxon ministers with great reason objected, as an engagement 
which it was not in their power to fulfill. On the arrival of general Bret- 
lack, who is now soon expected here (having left Dresden on the 8-th 
instant), we hope to hear, how stands the affair of his polish majesty’s 
vote fur the archduke Joseph to be the King of Romans and should there 
be a few difficulties by that court's unreasonably reviving some old claims 
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and demands, they will soon be removed by the intervention of this court, 
who (to their praise, [ must say it) have the success of this affair sin- 
cerely at heart. 

This being Christmas day, every body here is taken up with their 
devotions, so that no ministers will be seen or any business done, ‘till 
after the holy days. 

P. S. M-r Gross, late the Empress’s minister to the king of Prussia, 
arrived here the evening before last from Berlin. R. 19-th January. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1750. Ne 61. 
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Nw 116. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 8-th January 1751. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 am to return you thanks for the favor 
of your two letters of the 11-th and 15-th of December, which I have 
received and Jaid before the King. 

His Majesty was very glad to find that the chancellor Bestuchef 
was pleased with sir Charles Hanbury William’s behaviour at Berlin. 

All His Majesty’s ministers in foreign courts are so well apprised of 
the King’s regard for the Empress of Russia, that they will not fail to show 
all proper attention to her Imperial Majesty’s ministers in those courts. 

As to count Lynar’s negotiation, if the chancellor thinks, it is car- 
ried on without the knowledge and approbation of France, he is mista- 
ken. This negotiation will never take effect without Keswick being a prin- 
cipal consideration in it; and it appears to the King at present (as far 
as His Majesty is informed of it), that instead of being a means of brin- — 
ging the king of Denmark back to his old allies, it will rather be made 
use of to fix him where he is. The king of Denmark has expressed great 
satisfaction at His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746. 

The danish ministers seemed puzzled as to their conduct, if the king 
of Denmark's accession to that treaty should be also desired by the con- 
tracting parties, and therefore it might not be amiss that the chancellor 
Bestuchef should be turning it in his thoughts; whether such a step might 
be proper or not you have already had His Majesty’s orders (at the de- 
sire of count Bestuchef) to join in employing your good offices in behalf 
of the duke de Biron, and nothing would be more likely to disappoint the 
king of Prussia’s views there, than the reestablishing of the duke de Biron 
in the duchy of Courland. 
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The King was glad to hear that the king of Poland had declared to 
the Empress of Russia that he would give his vote for the election of 
the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans. If he does it His Majesty 
will be very well satisfied, whatever the motives may be; but I must own 
by the advices | have lately had, | doubt the king of Poland is not so 
determined as the court of Petersburg thinks him to be, and therefore you 
will repeat your instances upon this head that this point may be out of doubt. 

I am glad to see you have had the same accounts from m-r Porter 
upon the death of m-r de Nepluef, as have been received here. It seems 
very odd politics in the chancellor Bestuchef to be removing his enemies 
from his own court to the most material places and where they may be 
able to do most mischief. It is therefore, His Majesty’s pleasure that you 
should represent seriously to m-r Bestuchef the ill consequences of ha- 
ving a russian minister at the Porte who is any ways tainted with prus- 
sian principles or can be thought to belong to the king of Prussia. 

I can assure m-r de Bestuchef that the keeping the Porte in the 
present state of inaction is of more service to Russia, than any one mea- 
sure that can be recommended to them; and, therefore, the best man and 
the most to be depended upon by the chancellor ought to be sent to re- 
place m-r de Nepluef. 

There are reports in Holland (for which, | hope, there is not the 
least foundation) of the chancellor Bestuchef’s disgrace. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1751. N 63. 


Ne 117. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 1-st January o. s. (12-th January) 1751. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 7-th December, by which 1 find I may expect here soon Lamb, 
the -messenger, with the ratifications of His Majesty’s accession. General 
Bernes received those of the empress-queen by a courier from Vienna, on 
Friday morning last, as also the presents for the ministers of this court; 
namely, for the great chancellor—two thousand ducats, and for the vice 
chancellor—fifteen hundred, which will be the more acceptable here, as 
I doubt not, but they will expect this should serve, as a precedent for 
the court of Vienna’s renewing this bounty, when Saxony, Holland or any 
other power accedes, 
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As I have already informed your grace, we are here in the middle 
of the Christmas holidays, when no business is thought of or done; but, 
as next Sunday (which is twelfth day) they will be over, I shall, next 
week, desire the great chancellor to fix the day, when | may have an 
opportunity to discourse with him, at leisure, upon the negotiation carrying 
on With Denmark, upon the orders sent to m-r Keyserling at Dresden for 
procuring the king of Poland’s immediate concurrence to His Majesty’s great 
object of proceeding to the election of the archduke Joseph, to be king 
of the Romans, and lastly, upon the steps taken to engage that court to 
follow, as soon as possible, His Majesty’s example in acceding to the treaty 
of 1746 between the two empresses; of all which | hope to be able to 
send your grace very cireumstancial accounts by the return of Lamb, the 
messenger. R. 26-th January. P. R, O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 118. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 8-th January o. s. (19-th January) 1751. 


My lord. I received, by the last post, the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 11-th of December and, as I find by other letters of the 14-th 
that Lamb, the messenger, was certainly to set out that evening I shall 
be expecting him towards the latter end of this week or the beginning 
of next. 

Now the holidays are over, we hope the ministers of this court will 
set to a little business again, though I foresee one week more will be 
lost in ceremonies, general Bretlack being expected here to-morrow, to 
whom, consequently, the Empress must give an audience, as also to ge- 
neral. Bernes, who is very impatient to set out on his return home that 
he may have as much benefit, as possible, of the fine sledging season. Ge- 
ueral Bernes tells me that, besides the fine presents he had received from 
his court for the great chancellor and the vice chancellor they had also 
sent him five hundred ducats for the russian chancery, and one hundred 
and fifty ducats for secretary Wolkof, which latter sum is fifty ducats 
more than was desired. R. 2-d February. P, R. 0. Russia, 1751. % 63. 
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Ne 119. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 22-d January 1751. 


All in cypher. Sir. Since my last of the 8-th instant I have re- 
ceived your letters of the 22-d and 25-th of December and laid them 
before the King. 

His Majesty was glad to find that orders had been sent to the rus- 
sian minister at Copenhagen to propose the king of Denmark’s accession 
lo the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses. You will aequaint the 
chancellor Bestuchef that m-r Titley has directions to join with m-r Korff 
in any application he shall make for that purpose; and I have sent to 
m-r Titley a copy of His Majesty’s act of accession, that the king of Den- 
mark may see the manner in which His Majesty has acceded. As the 
king of Denmark expressed great satisfaction at His Majesty’s accession, it 
is to be hoped that his danish majesty will follow the example. 

As to count Lynar’s negotiation at Petersburg notwithstanding what 
chancellor Bestuchef said to you upon that subject, the King cannot but 
apprehend that if it is not managed with great address and dexterity, it 
may fix the court of Denmark more strongly in the french party, than 
they are at present. For, as the project of yielding the ducal part of Hol- 
stein to Denmark in exchange for Oldenburg and Delmenhorst was first 
proposed by France, as the means to detach Denmark from their ancient 
allies, and was actually carried into execution in Sweden by the inter- 
vention of France, and as the court of Russia has no other merit with 
Denmark, than that of coming into the proposal, at. last; it is to be ap- 
prehended that the first and principal obligation of Denmark would still 
be to France. However, if count Bestuchef should prove to be in the right 
and that this measure, instead of fixing the king of Denmark where he 
is, may be a means of reuniting him more firmly with the King and the 
Czarina, His Majesty will, in that case, be glad to see it brought to per- 
fection. 

The King was very glad to find that the Empress of Russia was 
pleased with the attention which sir Charles Hanbury Williams showed to 
m-r Gross at the time of his leaving Berlin, in which he acted in con- 
formity to the general instructions he had received from His Majesty. | 
have lately heard that count Gross is intended to replace count Czernichew 
in England and from the genera] good character of that minister | am 
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persuaded (if count Czernichew goes from thence), he could not be relie- 
ved by any body more agreable here. 

You will acquaint the chancellor Bestuchef that the king of Prussia 
having for some time past made the strongest instances to His Majesty to 
recall sir Charles Hanbury Williams, whose situation at Berlin has been 
very disagreeable to himself from the great coolness that has been con- 
stantly showed him by his prassian majesty and his ministers; the King 
has thought it for his service that sir Charles Hanbury Williams should 
remain no longer at Berlin, and he will go immediately to Dresden and, 
for the present, reside there with the same character he had at Berlin. 

I have received from the earl of Holdernesse a translation of the 
paper left by m-r Simolin, with m-r de Wahrendorff (as mentioned in 
your letter of the 8-th of December) which seems little less, than a ma- 
nifest intented to put an end to all correspondence between the two courts, 
by declaring that to have been the intention of the king of Prussia, in 
consequence of which the Empress of Russia recalls her minister count 
(iross. | have heard that the king of Prussia takes this step very highly 
and has ordered ni-r Wahrendorff to send back the letter. His Majesty does 
not enter into the causes the Empress may have had to be dissatisfied 
with the treatment of her minister at Berlin, but the King, as a faithful 
friend and wellwisher to Her Imperial Majesty, cannot but most earnestly 
recommend it to her to avoid pushing this affair so far, as to come to 
an open rupture with Prussia, in which, it is much to be apprehended, 
Her Imperial Majesty might not be supported. For, though the king of 
Prussia’s conduct upon this occasion may have been very improper and by 
no means friendly, it does not appear to the King to be a sufficient cause 
for coming to a breach. And, as the circumstances of the present conjunc- 
ture and situation of affairs convince the King of the necessity of preser- 
ving the public and general peace, His Majesty is persuaded the Empress 
of Russia will not suffer this incident to be a cause of breaking it, which 
you cannot too strongly inculcate to the chancellor Bestuchef. 

You will earnestly recommend it to m-r Bestuchef to press the court 
of Dresden upon the subject of the election of the king of the Romans, 
the success of which may, very probably, depend upon the vote of the 
elector of Saxony. If, after all that has passed, this election should finally 
miscarry and the great object of His Majesty and the empress-queen be 
thereby defeated; the king of Prussia will gain his ends, grow more po- 
werful in the empire and be the better able to induce France to give sub- 
sidies to the princes of the empire; the consequences of which, m-r .Bes- 
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tuchef will see, must greatly increase the power of Prussia. And there- 
fore it is the interest of the Empress of Russia, in the highest degree, to 
use the most pressing instances to determine the elector of Saxony to de- 
clare immediately that he will give his vote for the archduke Joseph. This 
point once gained and the election made, the king of Prussia will undoub- 
tedly lose weight in the empire, and France think it less worth her while 
to support him. With the elector of Saxony’s vote we shall have six voices 
sure, viz-t, the electors of Mayence, Tréves, Bohemia, Bavaria, Brunswick 
and Saxony (and, in all probability, the elector of Cologne also), and 
then they will immediately proceed to the election. 

As sir Charles Williams will be, now, very soon at Dresden, you will 
desire that m-r Keyserling may have directions to communicate his orders 
to him, and particularly what relates to the accession and to act in con- 
cert with him in the execution of them. His Majesty will send the like 
instructions to sir Charles Williams with regard to m-r Keyserling. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1751. NM 63. 


N 120. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 12-th January o. s. (23-d January) 1751. 


My lord. Yesterday morning, between one and two, Lamb, the mes- 
senger, arrived here and delivered to me His Majesty’s ratifications of the 
act of accession to the treaty of 1746 together with your grace’s several 
orders and dispatches of the 14-th December. In consequence of which 
having desired to speak to the great chancellor, he has appointed me to 
come to him this evening, so that I hope to let your grace know, by 
the next post, when we shall proceed to the exchange of the ratifications. 

The evening before last arrived here general Bretlack, the new impe- 
rial ambassador. R. 8-th February. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Ne 121. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 19-th January o. s. (30-th January) 1751. 


~My lord. Having waited on the great chancellor on Saturday last, 
according to his appointment, I acquainted him with my having received 
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His Majesty's ratifications of the act of accession signed here by the res- 
pective ministers on the 30-th of October last; upon which the great 
chancellor told me that those of the Empress, his mistress, were lying 
before her and, he hoped, would be soon signed. But I do not hear, they 
are yet. Nor has the great chancellor sent me a translation of them, as 
he promised that I might see, if everything was right before we proceeded 
to the exchange. The reason of which, I find, is that they are unwilling 
to ratify the two secret declarations. But I will say no more at preseni, 
as I have not yet been able to come to a right explanation with them 
about it by reason of the great number of public dinners which have 
been given all this last week on occasion of general Bretlack’s arrival, 
though he could not assist at them being indisposed, and, last night, there 
was &@ masquerade at court which lasted till seven of the clock this 
morning. 

[ have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 18-th past, 
which gives me a great deal of satisfaction as I find thereby that I need 
be under no sort of uneasiness on account of the additional clause which 
was inserted in His Majesty’s act of accession. R. 12-th February. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 122. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 26-th January o. s. (6-th February) 1751. 


My lord. Since mine of the 19-th instant 0. s., which is my last, 
| have been altogether taken up in explanations and disputations with the 
reat chancellor and general Bernes, the austrian ambassador, about the 
ratifications of the secret declarations, given by the respective ministers, 
on the signing His Majesty’s act of accession to the treaty of 1746, 
which went so far, that | was told that if I did not desist from this de- 
mand, the Empress of Russia would not think herself obliged to ratify the 
act of accession. My doubts and perplexities were very great for some 
days; but, at last, rather than render useless a work we had been so long 
about and which makes so much noise in Europe, I submitted to what 
was desired and accordingly proceeded, yesterday, to make the exchange 
of the ratifications of the act of accession only, leaving those of the secret 
declarations to be discussed and settled in a friendly negotiation. 

1 could, now, be ready, in a couple of days, to redispatch Lamb, 
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by whom I shall give your grace a very full account of all my procee- 
dings about the ratifications of the secret declarations; but, as | must first 
have a conference with the great chancellor upon the negotiation carrying 
on with Denmark, which he will not be able to fix untill Wednesday or 
Thursday next, as he is now busy in procuring the two imperial ambas- 
sadors their audiences, which they say will be next Tuesday, m-r Swart, 
the dutch envoy, tells me in confidence that the great duke has given his 
minister, baron Pechlin, full power to conclude with count Lynar, but, 
as count Lynar’s courier is not yet come back, | have full time to put 
a stop to this negotiation, if, in my conference with the great chancellor, 
it appears to be such, as, I find, His Majesty suspects by your grace’s 
very secret letter of the 14-th December; and I shall, at the same time, 
take care that the great chancellor does not mention any thing of my ha- 
ving in any manner interfered in this affair. R. 18-th February. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1751. N 63. 


N 123. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 12-th February 1751. 


All in cypher. Sir. 1 have received your several letters of the 1-st, 
8-th and 2-d of January, by the last of which | tind that Lamb, the 
messenger, was arrived. I shall therefore expect him back here soon with 
a full account of the views, inclinations and present situation of the court 
of Petersburg. 

Sir Charles Hanbury Williams will have sent you, and general Bret- 
lack will have received from his court a copy of a most extraordinary and 
offensive paper given by count Podewils to count Puebla. 

You may imagine that (as the paper was not given to the King’s 
minister nor addressed in any manner to His Majesty), the King is above 
taking any other notice of those unjust, indecent and offensive expressions 
than by treating them with neglect and contempt. His Majesty’s conduct 
is and always will be governed by the great views of promoting and se- 
curing the general peace of Europe and performing most religiously the 
engagement of his treaties, provided they are kept also towards him. 

I‘send you an extract of a letter from sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams, by which you see that there is a woman now at Riga who lived 
with veldt-marshal Keith at Berlin and who was, probably, in all his se- 
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crets, and, particularly in what relates to the pretenders son and his ha- 
ving been at Berlin (if, as is said, he was there). You will, therefore, 
desire in the King’s name that this woman (who must be easily found 
out by the circumstances of her having been at Berlin with general Keith 
and lately sent from thence to Riga by the king of Prussia’s order), may 
be sent for to Petersburg and there examined, as to what she knows of 
the pretender’s son’s being at Berlin, and as to what may have passed 
with him, whilst he was there, either by the canal of veldt-marshal 
Keith, or any other way; and it is probable that this woman may be able 
to let the court of Russia into other secrets relating to the king of Prussia, 
which it may be of consequence to know. 

His Majesty doubis not but the Empress of Russia will give him 
this mark of her affection and regard, which the King will take very 
kindly. | 

I am, however, to repeat to you, by His Majesty’s order, that, wha- 
tever reason the King has to be offended with any outward demonstrations 
of ill will and disregard, His Majesty is still in the same inclination to 
maintain and preserve the general peace; as the King is convinced that 
in the present circumstances, a rupture would be attended with very bad 
~ consequences to the power which should be so unadvised as to begin it. 

I am very sorry to acquaint you that, by all my accounts from 
Dresden, the king of Poland is by no means disposed, at present, to give 
his vote for the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans without a 
subsidy from the King. 1 own, this surprises me, after the assurances 
you have given me of the contrary. And it concerns me the more, as I 
see no possibility of complying with the king of Poland’s demand. The 
Empress of Russia must exert herself, and that may yet have its effect. 

I have this moment received your letter of the 19-th of January 
and am sorry to see, you meet with any difficulty in the ratification of 
the two secret declarations. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. M 63. 


Ne 124. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. . 


St. Petersburg. 2-d February o. s. (13-th February) 1751. 


My lord. Lamb, the messenger, is still here, but I hope to be able 
to send him away by next Tuesday, if the great chancellor’s dispatches 
lor the Hague and London be ready. On Sunday last general Bernes had 
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his audience of leave. The next day general Bretlack had his first au- 
dience and on Tuesday there was a wedding at court of one of the Empress’s 
maids of honor, which has taken up all this week by the feastings and 
rejoicings that followed it. R, 25-th February. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. 


Ne 63. 


N 125. 
The colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 9-th February o. s.,(20-th February) 1751. 


My lord. This day was sennight; in the evening I received the honor 
of your grace’s letter of the 18-th of January, which | did not acknow- 
ledge by the last post as | was in daily expectation of redispatching Lamb, 
the messenger, having settled every thing with the great chancellor, in a 
long conference, | had with him on Sunday last, but he has not yet sent 
me his dispatches for the Hague and London, nor the passport for ‘the 
messenger, as he never does before he is ready. All this whole week has 
been taken up in weddings, balls, feasts, masquerades and other diversions, 
as always happens a little before lent; and as our friend, the chancellor, 
is not backward in taking his full share of them, I am not surprised he 
cannot find any time to do business. To-morrow is another great day, 
being the great duke’s birthday, but after that I shall leave the great 
chancellor no rest untill 1 have his dispatches and the passport for the 
messenger. General Bernes recredentials are not yet signed, though he is 
very impatient to set out on his return home before the sledging way be 
over. He has found means, however, to get the necessary passports for a 
courier, which he has sent to Vienna with the ratifications, for when he 
went away, neither general Bernes, nor general Bretlack had had an oppor- 
tunity to execute any of the orders they had been lately charged with. 
R. 6-th March. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 126. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 9-th February o. s. (20-th February) 1751. 


My lor. I now redispatch Lamb, the messenger, to your grace witli 
the empress-queen’s and the Empress of Russia’s ratifications of His Ma- 
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jesty’s act of accession to the treaty of seventeen hundred and forty six, 
which were exchanged with those of His Majesty on Friday the 25-th 
January. To the Empress of Russia’s ratifications your grace will find a 
french translation annexed, which I thought it was proper to desire as 
they are in russian. 

As to the ratifications of the twe secret declarations, your grace will 
have seen by my former letters that I was obliged to give up that point. 
| made very little hesitation about the declaration relating to the secret 
articles, which as I look upon to be nothing more than a protest, I told 
the austrian and russian ministers | would content myself with a writing 
signed by them, acknowledging they had received such a declaration from 
me, but the declaration relating to His Majesty’s electoral dominions, | 
thought, ought to have been considered in quite another light and like as 
solemn an engagement as any contained in the treaty, to which His Ma- 
jesty had acceeded. 1 represented to the ministers of the two empresses that 
if it was the real intention of their respective mistresses to fullfill that 
engagement, I did not see why they should refuse ratifying; and if it was 
not their intention, it had been better this declaration had never been 
given; that their excellencies had often told me themselves that the king 
of Prussia by some means or other was informed of the most secret tran- 
sactions here, so that this declaration would rather encourage him to attack 
His Majesty’s electoral dominions, than discourage him from it, as he must 
naturally conclude when he hears the two empresses would not ratify, 
that they had no design to do anything for the defence of the abovemen- 
tioned dominions. All the imperial ministers said to me in answer to these 
representations, was that nothing else had been desired on our part from 
the beginning, but a simple declaration and that it was not customary to 
ratify transactions of that kind, as an instance of which they alledged a 
declaration given by the austrian minister at the treaty of Aix la Chapelle. 
But these reasons not appearing to me of weight enough to dispense the 
two imperial courts from performing an act which I thought so necessary 
for the security of His Majesty’s german dominions, I wrote a letter to 
general Bernes on the 18-th of last month, the copy of which is here 
inclosed. 

In this letter I tell his excellency, as your grace will observe, that 
I did not think myself at liberty to proceed to the exchange of the rati- 
fications unless the two secret declarations were ratified by the two empresses 
in like manner, as they had been by the King, my master, and desiring 
him to come to some agreement about that matter with the ministers of 
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this court, as soon as possible. This produced a conference on the 23-d 
January between the great chancellor, general Bernes and me, in which 
I renewed the representations abovementioned and declared I could not 
take so bold a step npon me, but must wait for new orders and instruc- 
lions. The great chancellor was very warm on this occasion saying it 
was prescribing and dictating to the Empress, his mistress, that he could 
not and would not propose to-her the ratifying the declaration relating to 
Hanover, as it implied a mistrust of the sincerity of her intentions, the- 
refore that he washed his hands of the matter and left me to answer for 
all the ill consequences of my so obstinately insisting on what could not 
be expected from the two empresses, as being unusual and unreasonable. 
When I found things went so far, I asked the great chancellor if he 
would give me in writing all he had said, to which he very readily ans- 
wered: «Yes», for it proceeded entirely from his good intentions. Accor- 
dingly the next day his excellency wrote me a letter, which said original 
letter I herewith transmit to your grace, as I hope it will not only serve 
as a kind of ratification of the declaration relating to Hanover, but jus- 
tify me in seme measure for complying, as I did in my answer (a copy 
of which is likewise here inclosed), with the desires of the ministers of 
the two empresses, rather than knock at once on the head a measure 
which has raised so much the hopes and expectations of all the powers 
who have at heart the preservation of the peace of Kurope. If I was 
unsuccessful in this part of my endeavours for His Majesty’s service, | 
must however inform your grace that upon my desiring it, two new secret 
declarations relating to Hanover have been drawn up and signed and sealed 
in the same manner, as the declaration given by me relating to the secret 
articles, both which are sent by Lamb, the one to count Richecourt, the 
other to count Czernichew, who are to exchange them with those I trans- 
mitted to your grace with the act of accession. | 

As your grace takes notice in your letter of the 14-th December 
accompanying the ratifications that our treaty of commerce with this court is 
looked upon to be so advantageous, that the Russia Company is very desirous 
to have it prolonged, I discoursed the great chancellor upon this subject in 
the conference I had with him on Sunday last; and he gave me to understand 
it would meet with no difficulties on this side, unless it be in our trade to Persia 
through this country, to which not he, but the college of commerce had some 
objections to make. But he said, we had yet time to consider of that 
matter and that we would do well to see first the issue of the treaty of 
commerce, which the Dutch had been negotiating here for some time; 
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but as this, as well, as all other affairs here, will in all probability move 
very slowly, I would advise the Russia Company to give their opinion, 
as soon as possible, concerning any amendments that may be made in a 
new treaty of commerce, and no person in England can be of greater use 
and service in this than m-r Cramond. 

The court of Dresden continuing, notwithstanding the repeated hopes 
and assurances given to this, to leave their ministers here without full 
powers or instructions in the affair ef his polish majesty’s accession to 
the treaty of 1746, the great chancellor read to me, on Sunday last a 
new and very long rescript which was to be sent to count Keyserling in 
a few posts upon this subject and which contained such strovg represen- 
tations mixed with reproaches upon the conduct of that court for several 
years past, that I hope it will quicken his polish majesty’s resolution and 
make him delay no longer concurring in so salutary a measure. 

A french translation has been made of this reseript by the great 
chancellor’s order and is sent by this messenger to count Czernichew with 
orders to communicate it to your grace and let you have a copy of it, if 
you please. 

As to the audience His Majesty was pleased to order me to ask of 
the Empress of Russia, as soon as the ratifications of His Majesty's act 
of accession were exchanged, I have not been able yet to obtain it, though 
| was appointed three different times te come to court in order to take 
it. The last was the evening before, last the 10-th of March, as was li- 
kewiss general Bretlack to deliver the empress-queen’s letter notifying the 
death of the empress dowager, but we returned home without seeing the 
Empress, she being, as the great chancellor told us, a little indisposed. 
RK. 15-th April. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. \& 63. 


Copie d'une lettre de m-r Guy Dickens au général comte Bernes. 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 18 Janvier 1751. 


Monsieur. Depuis que j'ai eu honneur de voir votre excellence, ayant 
rélléchi sur ce quelle me fit lhonneur de me dire touchant les déclara- 
lions secrétes données de part et d’autre lors de la signature de l’acte 
accession du roi, mon maitre, au traité conclu en 1746 entre les deux 
impératrices, je ne dois pas lui laisser ignorer que je ne me trouve pas 
en liberié de procéder a I’échange des ratifications, 4 moins que les deux 
susdites déclarations secrétes ne soient ratifiées de la part des deux impé- 
ratrices, comme elles l’ont été de la part du roi, mon maiire, et c’est sur- 
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quoi je prie votre excellence de vouloir bicn se concerter, aussitot qu'il sera 
possible, avec les ministres de cette cour, P. RB. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Lettre du comte A. Bestouchef-Rumin & m-r Guy Dickens. 
St.-Pétersbourg. 20 Janvier 1751. 


Monsieur. Quoique dans la conférence que j’eus hier avec vous, mon- 
sieur, en présence de son excellence m-r le comte de Bernes, je n’aie rien 
négligé pour faire sentir l’impossibilité, of nous nous trouvons de consentir 
& ratifler réciproquement de toutes parts la déclaration secrdte touchant 
les états de Hanovre, je ne puis me dispenser de vous en réitérer toutes 
les raisons qui s’y opposent et que je ne serais peut-étre obligé d’exposer 
si amplement, si j’eusse été moins piqué de zéle pour la gloire et pour 
lintérét de toutes les parties contractantes de l’acte d’accession. 

Quand j’examine les premiéres propositions de votre cour, je trouve 
que nous avons amplement satisfait a toutes ses demandes. 

L’Impératrice se faisant un plaisir particulier de pouvoir affermir de 
plus en plus lalliance et amitié qui subsistent si heureusement entre elle 
et Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, n’a pas hésité d’accorder tous 
les articles qu’on lui avait proposés. Sa Majesté se désista d’abord des 
conditions qui devaient engager le roi, votre maitre, en accédant au traité 
d’alliance conclu ici avec la cour de Vienne l’an mille sept cent quarante 
six, a tout ce qui y est contenu elle se contenta d’accepter l’accession du 
roi uniquement sur le pied de ses engagements aniérieurement contractés. 
L’impératrice a fait plus. Elle a consenti jusqu’a la derniére demande con- 
tenue dans votre promémoria du 21 du mois de Mars de 1750, ot vous 
dites, monsieur, en propres termes que Sa Majesté Britannique espére que 
I'Impératrice de Russie voudra bien, a limitation de l’impératrice-reine de 
Hongrie, lui donner cette marque de sa justice et amitié, que de consentir 
que ses ministres plénipotentiaires signent la déclaration, ci-jointe sub lit. b, 
pour la défense des états de Hanovre, en cas que si, contre toute attente, 
ils fussent attaqués uniquement en haine de laccession du roi au trait¢ 
en question, sans vouloir se réserver la moindre réciprocité, que le plaisir 
de donner par la une nouvelle et essentielle preuve de son désir sincére 
de mettre toujours en effet les engagements pris avec ses alliés et parti- 
culigrement avec Sa Majesté le Roi et de pourvoir a la sireté de leurs 
états. 

Mais peut-on avec la méme raison prétendre qu'elle ratifie ce qu'on 
n’a proposé que pour étre signé par ses ministres? Au contraire, je puis 
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vous assurer, monsieur, que Sa Majesté n’y consentira jamais, non pour 
ne vouloir point tenir la parole donnée par ses ministres (chose qui ne lui 
pourra jamais étre imputée), mais parce que Sa Majesté Impériale croirait 
sa gloire trop intéressée, si elle voyait avec indifférence qu’un de ses plus 
naturels alliés doute un moment de la foi de sa parole. Or on ne saurait 
disconvenir que Sa Majesté n’en ait donné assez des preuves, mais on de- 
vrait plutot @tre convenu que I’Impératrice en faisant des engagements avec 
ses alliés ne cherche pas tant ses propres avantages, que d’affermir ceux 
de ses alliés. 

Aprés vous avoir donné, monsieur, cette juste idée des sentiments de 
mon auguste souveraine, dont elle ne se départira jamais, je vous laisse a 
juger si on pourrait espérer le moindre changement dans ce qui est fait; 
au moins je ne saurais lui proposer de ratifier la dite déclaration secréte 
sans exposer tous les travaux d’un ouvrage si salutaire a devenir inutiles, 
car aprés l’expiration du terme preserit & Véchange des ratifications a 
'acte d’accession, I'Ilmpératrice ne saurait plus étre tenue de le faire exé- 
cuter, quoiqu’elle ait déja signé sa ratification, et il ne tient qu’a vous, 
monsieur, de metire la derniére main a la conclusion de toute cetie affaire. 

Quant a moi, j’aurai toujours la satisfaction d’avoir fait tout mon 
possible pour prévenir un tel accident, qui ne saurait que faire du plaisir 
a des puissances jalouses de I’étroite union et harmonie qui subsistent 
heureusement entre les alliés et qui seules sont capables de mettre des 
bornes & leur vastes et pernicieux desseins. 

En attendant une réponse prompte et décisive de votre part j’ai l’hon- 
ueur ete. P. BR. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Copie d'une lettre de m-r Guy Dickens au comte A. Bestouchef-Rumin. 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 24 Janvier 1751. 


Monsieur. Je regois dans ce moment la lettre que votre excellence 
m’a fait Yhonneur de m’écrire ce matin touchant les ratifications de la 
déclaration secréte par rapport aux états de Hanovre. Quelque répugnance 
(ue j'aie de m’écarter en rien de mes instructions, je serai pourtant faché 
que lon pQt en aucune maniére m'imputer d’avoir rendu inutile l’ouvrage 
silutaire que nous avons conclu ici le 30 d’Octobre passé; ainsi, mon- 
sieur, je suis prét & me rendre chez votre excellence au jour et a l’heure 
(welle jugera & propos de m’indiquer pour faire simplement |’échange des 
ratifications de Pacte d’accession. J’ai l’honneur d’étre etc. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1751. M 63. 
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Ne 127. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 9-th February o. s. (20-th February) 1751. 


Secret. My lord. I have reserved for this secret letter to acquaint 
your grace with the views and motives of this court in refusing to ratify 
the secret declaration relating to Hanover. I had some suspicions of them 
from the very beginning, for on my telling and repeating to the ministers 
that this refusal looked as if they had no design to make good the said 
declaration, shonld the case ever exist, they as constantly answered that 
I was mistaken, but called it a preliminary engagement. My suspicions 
have since been verifyed by m-r Schwart, the dutch envoy, who one 
day told me he had something to communicate to me in the greatest con- 
fidence and to show he acted without any reserve, he would let me know 
he was desired by the great chancellor to make me this communication, 
but said it was to have come as from himself only and not from the 
chancellor. Upon which m-r Schwart gave me a paper to read, the copy 
of which is here inclosed, by which your grace will see a new scheme 
is laid for getting subsidies from England, without which it is, I think, 
pretty plainly hinted in the inclosed paper that the declaration relating to 
Hanover is not to be thought sufficient to remove the apprehensions those 
dominions ought to be under with regard to the king of Prussia. The ne- 
cessity of keeping a body of troops, and a very considerable one too, on 
the frontiers is apparent, but I cannot persuade them that ‘tis their own 
defence and security requires it more than their allies, as they have a 
notion that let their disputes with the court of Berlin run ever so high, 
the king of Prussia will never be so ill advised as to come and attack 
them, but rather show his revenge and gratify his ambition on neighbours 
that are less remote, and I wish their reasonings may not prove too true. 

I now shall do myself the honour to answer your grace’s secret 
letter of the 14-th December by Lamb, the messenger. It is a great satis- 
faction to me that your grace is pleased to acquaint me therein in so 
particular a manner with His Majesty’s sentiments and resolutions upon 
the present situation of affairs at this court, and | shall not fail to con- 
duct myself accordingly in case upon His Majesty’s late accession, or any 
other occasion whatsoever they should renew here any of those hights, of 
which we have seen some late instances, but I can with truth assure your 
grace that, notwithstanding their considerable force, they will be very cau- 
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tious how they are the aggressors, being very sensible that they would in 
the end come off very ill, if they were not supported by their allys. But 
on the other hand, when I reflect on the alarming prospects there are 
from several quarters, care, in my humble opinion, should be taken not to 
carry our pacific advices so far, as to lull them asleep, as they are but 
too much inclined to be of themselves, but rather keep them alert and 
ready to fly to the assistance of their allys, for should they proceed with 
that sloth in furnishing the stipulated succours, when the case exists, as 
they do in other matters, the consequences are easy to be foreseen. If all 
we hear be true, the danger on the side of Prussia deserves the most se- 
rious attention. That prince seems to be uneasy in his present situation and 
to think it requires some immediate remedy. He sees that by the empress- 
queen’s wise dispositions with regard to her finances and her troops, she 
will, if he gives her time, grow every year more powerfull whereas he 
sees himself growing every year less. Two thirds of the treasure his 
father left him is spent. The army he has on foot cannot be supported 
out of his revenues, though absolutely necessary, as he thinks, for his 
security and defence; therefore necessity will force him upon some des- 
perate attempt. We have here a copy of the paper which was delivered 
by his order on the 27-th of last month to count Puebla, and it is not 
with little indignation that this court sees the insolent manner in which 
our royal master is treated in it par le plus cadet des rois. They think 
here that he is seeking for a pretence to put some of his black schemes 
in execution, which he may certainly the more easily do, as the measures 
hitherto concerted between His Majesty and his allys are not sufficient to 
oppose -him. He is able in eight days time to bring an army of eighty 
thousand men in the field, with which, if divided into three corps, he may 
take possession of Hanover, Saxony and of Poland as far as the Vistula; 
the town of Dantzick he is master of when he pleases, as the recruiters 
and recruits he has constantly there are more numerous, than the garrison 
kept by the magistrates, not to mention the great party he has amongst 
the burghers. And on this occasion it is not thought a little extraordinary 
that the king of Poland should favour the burghers in their disputes with 
ihe magistrates, when he must know the greatest part of them are friends 
and pensioners to Prussia. If I take the liberty to lay thus before your 
grace’s eyes the dangers the liberties of Germany and Europe are exposed 
to, in case his prussian majesty should undertake any thing whilst the 
powers who have at heart the preservation of the peace are unprepared, 


| would not have you imagine my intention is to plead in favour of the 
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subsidies. desired by this court. | think it a very unreasonable demand 
and very inconsistent with the power and dignity of so great an empire 
as this, who should be proud of an opportunity of supporting the liberties 
of Europe, especially as in doing it, they act conformably to their own 
interest. But | would show to your grace the necessity of putting things 
upon a clearer foot with this court, and coming to such explanations as 
may leave no doubt with regard to the assistance we may depend upon 
from hence, least our friendship and alliance with this court should prove 
in time of need more nominal than real, which I wish may not be the 
opinion the king of Prussia has of them already. In a very long confe- 
rence | had with the great chancellor on Sunday last and which I had 
asked in from two days before, he spoke to me of himself of his new no- 
tions of obtaining a subsidy from England and, without taking notice of 
the paper which he knew m-r Schwart had given me, urged in general 
at the arguments contained in it for engaging our court to comply with 
this demand. But he told me at the same time that what he said te me 
was not in his ministerial capacity, but as a friend who had_ the good of 
the common cause sincerely at heart. He added that could they obtain 
such a subsidy, he would find means to ruin the king of Prussia’s army 
by sending a great number of recruiting officers to Dantzick, who should 
offer a reward of ten roubles to every soldier and of twenty roubles to 
every under officer who would desert. But though it is not to be doubted 
that there are many in his prussian majesty’s service who would be glad 
of an opportunity to leave it, the question is if they would be willing to 
come into this service. 

In this conference the great chancellor urged to me again the ne- 
cessity of giving the king of Poland also a subsidy and that, though they 
could and had a right to insist in the strongest manner on his polish ma- 
jesty’s accession to the treaty between the two empresses, yet he did noi 
see how they could be so pressing in the affair of this vote for the arch- 
duke Joseph, unless we used his polish majesty as friendly a manner 
as we had done the elector of Bavaria. I have acquainted general Bret- 
lack, the new imperial ambassador, with what the great chancellor had 
told me upon this important affair of the election of the archduke Joseph, 
who is of opinion, as well as general Bernes, that a subsidy would be very 
ill employed at that court, but they seem to think that the only sure 
way of preserving a lasting peace and tranquillity in Europe, is to put 
this court in a good humour and engage them to keep constantly on the 
frontiers an army of one hundred thousand men of regular troops and 
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ten thousand irregulars besides, which they believe this court would oblige 
themselves to do for a subsidy of one hundred thousand pounds per annum, 
and at the same time take upon them to bring the court of Dresden into 
all the measures they and their allys should think proper, without being 
of any expence to the maritime powers. 

That | may omit nothing that can give your grace a clear idea of 
affairs here, | must not let you be unacquainted that | have the stron- 
vest reasons to believe that the Empress is entirely ignorant of the attempt 
made by her chancellor to procure a subsidy from England and that care 
is even taken not to let her entertain the least hopes of it. It is therefore 
the great chancellor's own project, by which he flatters himself to raise 
very much his credit with his mistress if it succeeds, as it would be a 
great help to her in her expences for secret services which run very high. 

What the great chancellor told me on Sunday last, relating to the 
king of Poland’s vote for the archduke Joseph, having surprised me very 
much, as 1 had heard from unquestionable good hands and informed your 
grace thereof several weeks ago that his polish majesty had promised this 
court, though not in a very obliging manner for that of Vienna to concur 
in that measure. 

I desired general Bretlack to put the great chancellor upon this sub- 
ject the next time he saw him, which this ambassador has accordingly 
done and tells me the chancellor did mention to him the court of Dres- 
den’s making some difficultys in this affair, but took no notice that it 
was on account of any subsidivs that court expected from England. From 
Whence | infer that the chancellor, who has so long flattered them with 
these hopes, is willing tv make this last attempt in their favour. General 
Bretlack, who I find not at all edifyed with the conduct of the court of 
Dresden, added that, when he was here before, the chancellor would often 
permit him to dictate the rescripts sent from hence to their ministers at 
foreign courts, that he would desire the same liberty might be granted 
to him on this occasion, in which base count Keyserling should receive 
the most positive orders to insist on the king of Poland’s immediate con- 
currence in this work, ef sans marchander, of which | shall not fail 
to give notice to sir Hanbury Williams, as also of the strong orders sent 
to count Keyserling in relation to his polish majesty’s accession to the treaty 
of seventeen hundred and forty six; and now I mention count Keyserling, 
| must not let your grace be unacquainted that general Bretlack in his 
journey through Saxony hither has got such authentic proofs of that mi-: 
histers ill practices and irregular proceedings at the court of Dresden, as 
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he hopes, will determine the great chancellor for his own sake to get him 
immediately recalled. At least the chancellor acknowledged there was an 
absolute necessity for it, when general Bretlack communicated to him the 
abovementioned proofs. 

Your grace will please to observe that the court of Vienna must have 
been in the same way of thinking as this with regard to the ratifications 
of the two secret declarations, since they sent none to general Bernes, 
And I am sorry to say that from the beginning they showed an unwil- 
lingness to give the declaration relating to Hanover, for notwithstanding 
what m-r Keith wrote to your grace upon this subject, general Bernes 
would never own to me he had any orders to sign such a declaration, 
but said he would do it swb spe rati if this court did it and if not, he 
could not do. it. 

I do not send back to your grace the ratifications I received by Lamb 
of the two secret declarations, thinking it proper to know first His Ma- 
jesty’s sentiments upon the refusal of the two imperial courts, as upon 
the representations I shall have orders to make, they may perhaps comply 
at last with His Majesty’s just desires. 

As in your grace’s secret letter of the 14-th December you are plea- 
sed to approve of my opinion that the great point to be had in view at 
present, is to endeavour to get more dispatch given to all the transactions 
here, | thought it proper not only to urge again the absolute necessity 
of it, but shall conclude this letter with a subject, which of all others | 
am more and more convinced deserves the greatest attention, as it is the 
touchstone by which we can judge, how serviceable this court may or 
may not be to themselves, to their allies and the common cause. It is not 
to be expected that they will get the better of passions that have taken 
deep root and which generally grow stronger with age, but no pains should 
be spared to make them sensible, how much their reputation and their 
weight and credit with other powers suffer by their giving themselves up 
to them so entirely as they do and that business would be no hinderance, 
but rather a whetter to them, if they would set aside if not proper days, 
at least hours for both, and no person is so proper as general Bretlack 
to do this, who has a great personal interest both with the Empress and 
the chancellor. 

P. §. Since I sign d this letter, | have got a copy which your grace 
will find here inclosed of the orders sent by this court to count Keyser- 
ling in relation to the king of Poland’s vote for the archduke Joseph to 
be king of the Romans. Your grace will see by the beginning of this 





a 197 — 


rescript that, as | wrote to you some time ago, the court of Dresden has 
given assurances to this of concurring in this great work, but that the 
hopes of subsidies have made them delay the performance of them, and | 
am sorry to see that the inclosed rescript will not put those hopes so 
entirely out of their heads, as I could wish and as general Bretlack had 
proposed. For though the court of Dresden is desired to annex no con- 
ditions to the giving of their vote, yet they are given to understand that 
their compliance may perhaps be the means of obtaining the subsidies 
they desire. 

Lamb is the bearer of a long rescript to count Czernichew upon the 
paper which was delivered to count Puebla at Berlin on the 27-th of Ja- 
nuary last, by which he is ordered to show your grace the great neces- 
sity of the closest union and concert of measures between His Majesty 
and his allys, so as they may guard in time against the king of Prus- 
sia’s dangerous designs; and your grace will | believe likewise perceive 
by count Czernichew’s conversation that he will give some loose and ge- 
neral hints, as if the most effectual way to do this was to enable this 
court to keep a large body of troops on the frontiers. R. 15-th April. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Pensées vagues. 


La derniére malheureuse guerre a fait voir assez clairement la perte 
irréparable qui a été causée par la négligence de prendre a temps des 
mesures assurées avec les alliés véritables et naturels pour s’opposer avec 
vigueur & tous les malheurs et hostilités qui sont survenues. Au contraire, 
les soins infatigables de la France et de ses alliés ont eu pour but et 
ont encore actuellement sans cesse d’employer en temps de paix tous les 
moyens imaginables pour se faire des amis et pour prendre avec eux des 
mesures solides pour s’en servir en cas de besoin avec ulilité et profit. 

Selon toute opinion  équitable, fondée sur l’intérét commun, le véritable 
bonheur des alliés demande que le systéme présent soit mis sur un pied 
si formidable en prenant & temps des mesures bien concertées que par 
la les perturbateurs du repos public puissent é¢tre tenus en respect et en 
crainte et qu’on puisse, en cas de troubles, d’abord s’opposer & eux avec 
vigueur et les réduire & un état d’impuissance a ne pouvoir plus étre dan- 
gsereux et nuisibles. Personne ne saurait disconvenir que la puissante oppo- 
silion et les frais considérables que Sa Majesté Britannique a faits pendant 
la derniére guerre ont pris uniquement leur source de l'amour pour |’équi- 
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libre de l'Europe ou pour la conservation de la maison d’Autriche. Mais 
le but principal était de dégager l’électorat de Hanovre du jeu des troubles 
de ce temps-la et de le sauver de toutes les insultes. 

La république de Hollande se trouvait en méme temps dans la _né- 
cessité inévitable de prendre part 4 cette guerre, 4 cause de l’intérét qu'elle 
y avait. 

Qu’est ce qui a rendu le roi de Prusse, pendant la derniére guerre, 
& suivre de nouveau l’exemple qu'il avait donné précédemment, lorsque dans 
année 1744 il Git une invasion avec une armée de 100 m. hommes en 
Boheme sous le nom d'une armée auxiliaire, tenant prét et en état de 
marcher sur les frontiéres de la Livonie en vertu de la convention conelue 


‘le 12-me de Juin 1747 avec la cour de la Grande-Bretagae? Et qu’esi 


ce qui a abrégé la guerre dont la maison d’Autriche avec les puissances 
maritimes sont sorties, quoique sans avantage et avec perte, et procuré un 
si prompt rétablissement de la paix, si ce n’est la marche du corps des 
troupes auxiliaires de Russie? Nul autre que les puissances maritimes, et 
en particulier la Grande-Bretagne, sera autant convaincu de cette vérité. 

Il n’y a aussi aucun doute que si les puissances maritimes veuillent 
bien considérer les affreuses circonstances de ce temps-la qu’elles ne re- 
gretteront que par une économie mal a propos elles ont de temps en temps 
différé la négociation du corps des troupes  auxiliaires de Russie et que 
par la, en poussant cette guerre onéreuse, elles ont perdu plusieurs mil- 
lions et sacrifié des provinces entitres et souffert par la un dommage irré- 
parable; ce qu’elles auraient pourtant pu prévenir pour leur gloire et a l’avan- 
tage du systéme général en prenant leurs mesures, lorsqu’il était encore 
temps. Ainsi le malheureux suecés de toute la guerre doit @tre unique- 
ment attribué au délai et a la lenteur avec laquelle elles ont pris les 
mesures immanquables qui se sont présentées. Mais soit comme il voudra, 
& choses faites il n’y a aucun retour. Elles apprennent pourtant a penser 
& Vavenir avec plus de prévoyance et & prendre ses mesures a temps. 
La présente accession de Sa Majesté Britannique au traité d’alliance dé. 
fensive, conclu Vannée 1746 entre les deux cours impériales, servira, selon 
toute apparence, plus a rendre la nation économe anglaise indolente en 
écartant par la toutes les raisons de crainte qu'elle a, qu’a lengager 4 
prendre des mesures ultérieures et nécessaires, d’autant plus qu'il est connu 
que la conservation du Hanovre lui tient fort peu & cour. Mais cette facon 
de penser est fort éloignée de celle de la régence de Hanovre. 

La déclaration secréte que les deux cours impériales ont fait donner 
par leurs ministres & celle de la Grande-Bretagne, en concluant cet acte 
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d’accession, contient seulement une simple assurance de protéger les états 
de Hanovre, en cas qu’ils fussent attaqués en haine de cette accession. 

Mais qui est ce qui se peut imaginer qu’une telle déclaration sera 
suffisante pour dter toute crainte ultérieure & la régence de Hanovre et 
qu'elle ne souhaiterait pas de se procurer une assurance plus sire et plus 
puissante; d’autant plus que les pays de Hanovre n’ont personne tant a 
craindre que le roi de Prusse. Car il ne faut jamais s’imaginer que ce 
prince, suivant sa pénétration reconnue, ni aucune autre cour sera assez 
simple d’attaquer les pays de Hanovre & cause de cette accession, de se 
servir directement de ce prétexte et de vouloir s’attirer de cette fagon et 
de propos délibéré tant de puissants ennemis sur les bras. 

Jusqu’a présent la régence de Hanovre a assez remarqué que la seule 
puissance de la Russie a retenu le roi de Prusse de plusieures entreprises 
d’hostilités et l'a tenu en crainte; ainsi que naturellement rien ne serait 
plus solide pour sa sdreté, sa tranquillité et sa conservation, que si la 
Russie voulait tenir prét et en état de marcher un corps considérable de 
ses troupes sur les frontidres de la Livonie. Selon toutes les apparences il 
serait d’une grande tranquillité et satisfaction pour la régence de Hanovre, 
si la Grande-Bretagne pouvait étre disposée & procurer cet avantage auprés 
de la cour de Russie, en offrant des subsides acceptables et & se rendre 
par la & elle-méme, surtout a ses alliés, mais en particulier au Hanovre 
un plaisir et un service inestimable. La cour de Vienne, aussi bien que 
monseigneur le stathouder seront sans doute d’accord a ce sujet avec la 
régence de Hanovre et reconnaftront la nécessité inévitable de se mettre 
dans une posture convenable contre toutes sortes de cas imprévus et de 
prendre & temps des mesures capables a garantir la cause commune contre 
toute surprise et attaque imprévue. L’entretien d’un corps de troupes rus- 
siennes prét & marcher est d'une utililé si considérable, qu'elle ne souffre 
pas la moindre contradiction, parce que par 1a les puissances maritimes 
auront toujours un corps de troupes prét a leur disposition. 

Les subsides que les puissances maritimes ont fait offrir & quelques 
princes d’Allemagne marquent assez qu’elles reconnaissent la nécessité d’avoir 
des troupes prétes; mais suivant l’expérience qu’on en a eue jusqu’a pré- 
sent, personne ne disconviendra que ces princes n'ont autre chose en vue 
par leurs négociations, que de redresser leurs finances sans se soucier 
beaucoup de l’exécution de leurs engagements. 

Au contraire, c'est une chose counue que le corps de troupes auxi- 
liaires que la Russie accorda l'année. 1748 aux puissances maritimes, a été 
plus que complet et pourvu de tout le nécessaire en abondance. L’on ne 
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saurait contredire qu’un corps de troupes qui ne dépend que d'une seule 
puissance et qui est sous les ordres d’un seul chef ne soit d’une plus grande 
utilité et plus sir, qu’un corps qui dépend de plusieurs maitres et de plu- 
sieurs chefs, qui, a l’ordinaire, ont des instructions différentes, et qui cause 
plus de confusion que de profit. 

La France et ses alliés ne sauraient étre qu’animés a toutes sortes 
d’entreprises avantageuses, en voyant que la Grande-Bretagne, depuis la 
paix, a mis hors de vue pour l’avenir toute précaution qu’on pourrait prendre 
et qu'elle a méme pris ouvertement la résolution de n’accorder aucun sub- 
side en temps de paix. Il ne serait que superflu a vouloir démontrer toutes 
les considérations préjudiciables qui en résultent. Elles se montrent au clair 
et ne sauraient échapper & la pénétration d’un chacun qui pense saine- 
ment. [] est aussi incontestable que les petites dépenses qu’on fait en temps 
de paix ne soient toujours d’un meilleur effet, que celles qu’on fait en cas 
de besoin et qu’alors il ne cote moins de peine de se procurer une sireté 
parfaite en prenant des mesures sur lesquelles on peut compter pour dé- 
tourner tout embarras, que de chercher un secours incertain, lorsque les 
affaires sont venues & l’extrémité et que chacun est occupé a travailler 
pour son propre avantage. 

La Russie n’a jamais eu la coutume de chercher de qui que ce soit 
des subsides et n’a certainement aucune vue de profit, en entretenant un 
tel corps sur les frontiéres de la Livonie. Mais elle désire de montrer avec 
quel zéle elle prend infatigablement a coeur, tant pour le passé, que pour 
avenir, la véritable prospérité de ses alliés et la confirmation de la tran- 
quillité et de Péquilibre de l'Europe. Les alliés en général reconnaitront 
eux-mémes qu'un tel corps tient le roi de Prusse, qui les intéresse le plus, 
en bride et qu’il ne verrait pas juste que l'entretien d’un tel corps en leur 
faveur viendrait 4 la charge de la Russie seule. 

A telle fin la cour de Vienne et monseigneur le stathouder ont déja 
employé leurs louables instances et sollicitations auprés de la cour de la 
Girande-Bretagne, et il serait d’une utilité particulitre et solide pour la 
sireté de la bonne cause, s’ils voudraient réveiller la régence de Hanovre, 
par un renouvellement des sollicitations qu’'ils ont faites pour cela, qu'elle 
tachat par ses représentations de porter le roi de la Grande-Bretagne a 
offrir 4 la cour de Russie des subsides acceptables pour l’entretien d’un 
corps de ses troupes sur les frontidres de la Livonie et a faire conclure 
a cette fin une convention avec elle pour quelques années. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1751. & 63. 





— 201 = 


Traduction d'un rescrit secret envoyé & m-r fe conseiller privé comte 
de Keyserling 4 Dresde, daté St.-Pétersbourg, Mars 1751. 


Nous avons vu avec beaucoup de satisfaction, par votre relation secréte 
sub [blank], d’un cété les expressions et assurances amiables que la 
cour de Saxe vous a données sur les fortes représentations et instances 
que vous avez faites en conformité de notre rescrit secret sub % [blank], 
afin de joindre sa voix pour I’élection d’un roi des Romains en faveur de 
Varchiduc Joseph a celles des autres électeurs et d’avancer un ouvrage 
si utile et salutaire; mais d’un autre cdié, il nous a paru fort étrange que 
ces assurances n’ont consisté qu’en simples paroles qui sont restées sans - 
aucun effet, nonobstant que Vintérét naturel de la cour de Saxe y con- 
siste principalement. Les difficultés que la dite cour de Saxe continue de 
faire tant a présent, que par le passé de donner sa voix pour I’élection 
d'un roi des Romains ne sauraient certainement servir a autre chose qu’a 
exciter contre elle une aigreur et refroidissement de la cour impériale ro- 
maine et d’une partie du collége électoral, puisque la premiére a déja 
six voix en sa faveur, savoir celles de Bohéme, Mayence, Tréves, Cologne, 
Baviére et de Hanovre, et qu’outre cela l'on prétend aussi avoir des assu- 
rances sous main que le roi de Prusse s’y joindra. 

Aussitét que la cour électorale de Saxe se propose de ne donner sa 
voix que sous certaines conditions, qui assurément ne sauraient avoir lieu 
dans une affaire qui n’a pour objet que la pure complaisance, elle se trompe 
beaucoup dans son idée, parce que cette affaire ne. sera jamais acceptée 
par la cour de Vienne sur le pied d’une obligation et que nous ne nous 
mélerons aussi jamais & conseiller a la dite cour d’accepier pour cela 
quelques conditions, et ainsi la cour de Saxe perdrait plutot “a la tout 
le mérite qu’elle s’en pourrait faire. 

Il est notoire combien de soins nous nous sommes donnés a la cour 
de la Grande-Bretagne pour procurer quelques subsides a celle de Saxe; 
mais jusqu’a présent nous n’avons pas encore vu que la cour de Saxe 
nous ait montré la moindre réciprocité ou complaisance. Notre espérance 
de réussir dans cette affaire 4 la cour de la Grande-Bretagne n’est pas 
encore perdue, et le succes en dépend uniquement de la fagon dont la 
cour de Saxe se prétera dans cette affaire de |’élection, d’autant plus que 
le roi de la Grande-Bretagne a été le ressort de cette affaire et que na- 
turellement il doit @tre fort sensible tant & sa majesté, qu’a la nation 
anglaise de rencontrer les seules difficultés a la cour électorale de Saxe, 
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son alliée, dans une affaire qui n’a pas seulement pour fondement la tran- 
quillité publique, mais aussi ses propres intéréts. 

Celle-ci est une occasion par laquelle la cour de Saxe peut avancer 
et relever ses intéréts et les déranger aussi et perdre ses véritables alliés. 

Nous ne trouvons rien & ajouter a ceci, qu’a vous ordonner trés ex- 
pressément de renouveler & la cour de Saxe trés sérieusement les repré- 
sentations et instances que vous avez faites ci-devant de procurer au plus- 
tot sa voix pour la dite élection et de lui conseiller de ne pas éeouter 
les insinuations sinistres de la cour palatine qui n’ont pour but, que 
d’arracher la Saxe d’entre les mains de ses anciens alliés et de la pré- 
cipiter dans le labyrinthe. Vous emploierez dans cette affaire qui nous inté- 
resse nous-méme. votre zéle infatigable, afin qu’en ceci nous puissions obtenir 
le but que nous nous sommes proposé et vous nous enverrez au plustoi 
votre rapport secret de ce que vous aurez fait dans cette affaire P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1751. N 63: 


Ne 128. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 9-th February o. s. (20-th February) 1751. 


Very secret. My lord. In the conference | had with the great chan- 
cellor on Sunday the 3-d instant I talked to him very seriously, as | 
was ordered by your grace’s very secret letter of the 14-th December by 
Lamb, the messenger, upon the negotiation carrying on between this cour! 
and that of Denmark. I acquainted him with the reasons your grace had 
to suspect that it was a trap laid for him by France and Sweden, not- 
withstanding what I had wrote to your grace in’ my letter of the 17-th 
November last, at his desire upon this subject, and represented to him the 
consequences that must attend a hasty concurrence in the measures pro- 
posed by Denmark. In answer to this the chancellor repeated what he 
had told me before, viz-t, that no man had more reason than he to be 
upon his guard against France, Sweden, or Prussia, but that he could 
coldly assure me that none of those powers jointly or separately had any 
hand in, or knowledge of this negotiation, when it was first set on foot. 
That there was so much confusion in the affairs of Holstein, that it was 
absolutely necessary to think of some method or other of easing the great 
duke of the heavy debts that lay upon that country, that by the propo- 
sals made by Denmark the great duke’s debts would be paid and the re- 
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venue of Oldenbourg and Delmenhorst come clear into his pocket, whereas 
he got nothing from Holstein. But whether this bargain was advantageous 
or not, he could assure me that the conclusion of it was still very remote. 
Upon this I asked the great chancellor if in the course of this negotia- 
tion he had not taken some measures for bringing Denmark back to their 
natural allies in such a manner, as might remove all apprehensions of 
their being more fixed by this agreement if it should succeed in the french 
and swedish interests, than they are now, and in particular if he had not, 
as he had hinted to me he would do in a former conference, proposed 
to Denmark to accede to the treaty of 1746. The chancellor said he had 
not, nor would it have been proper for him to do it without first knowing 
His Majesty’s sentiments upon the matter, as Denmark would certainly insist, 
in case she agreed to such a proposal, that if on that oceasion they lost 
the subsidies paid them by France, England should make them good. By 
which I find that this negotiation with Denmark has no relation to any 
other affairs whatsoever but those of Holstein and Sleswick and as it is 
contrary to what I understood from the chancellor’s discourses, though lose 
and general, his chief view in this negotiation being, as I thought, to de- 
tach Denmark from France and fix them in His Majesty’s and the two 
Empresses system. | plainly perceive that our friend the chancellor has some 
private personal interest in this affair, which is likewise general Bretlack’s 
opinion, and that this is his only reason for being so forward in this mea- 
sure, as he is. Nevertheless having, the evening before my conference 
with the chancellor, received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 8-th 
of January, I acquainted him that in the said letter, which was of the 
freshest date from London, your grace had informed me that the king of 
Denmark had expressed great satisfaction at His Majesty’s accession to the 
treaty of 1746, but that the danish ministers seemed puzzled, as if the 
king of Denmark's accession should be also desired by the contracting 
parties, therefore, though your grace. continued in the opinion that the 
great chancellor was mistaken if he imagined this negotiation was carried 
on without the knowledge and approbation of France, yet your grace would 
be glad t» know his thoughts whether such a step might be proper or 
not. The chancellor replied that he had one day sounded count Lynar about 
it, who shrugging up his shoulders told him they were too great and exten- 
sive engagemenls for so little a crown, as Denmark to enter into, inti- 
mating in particular that those with the court of Vienna would be the 
chief objection. However the chancellor is of opinion that if His Majesty 
approves of it, a negotiation might be set on foot with the court of Den- 
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mark for that purpose, which could either be spun out to the expiration 
of their treaty with France, which will be in three years, or concluded 
sooner, if His Majesty found the conjuncture of affairs required it and the 
court of Denmark disposed to enter into such a measure on His Majesty's 
taking upon him to pay them the subsidies they should lose from France. 

Orders having likewise been sent to general Bretlack to get all the 
information he should be able about this negotiation, the said general has 
had a long conversation with the chancellor upon it, and finding, as well 
as I, that the chancellor’s personal interest had a greater share in this 
affair, than the strengthning the system of the Empress, his mistress, and 
her allys, he represented to him the irregularity he had been guilty of in 
proceeding in this aflair so far as he had done without any concert or 
communication with the emperor, whose approbation he must be sensible 
was absolutely necessary, if the exchange of Oldenbourg and Delmenhorst 
and the erecting those couniries into dutchies made part of the bargain, 
as it was said. He told the chancellor besides that there was another 
thing to be considered, which was that according to the constitutions of 
the empire, though those countries should be erected into dutchies, the 
great duke would only have a vote in the college of counts and lose that 
he had in the college of princes. The chancellor in answer to this said 
baron Pechlin should wait upon general Bretlack and give him a full account 
of the true state of this negotiation, which he has accordingly done; and 
amongst other reasons for the countenance shown to the proposals of Den- 
mark baron Pechlin told the general that the regency of Kiel had twice 
attempted to borrow money of His Majesty, as elector, to make the great 
duke’s affairs easy, but unsuccessfully, the interest and other conditions 
insisted on being too burthensome. Hereupon general Bretlack has spoke 
to me to know if I thought the King would be disposed to lend the great 
duke the money he wants at the same interest, as that the court of Dresden 
had lately borrowed of His Majesty, that is at three percent, for which 
he believed as good security might be given, as had been by Saxony, 
hinting at most part of the dutchy of Holstein, excepting Kiel, which being 
the great duke’s residence could not well with decency be given in mort- 
gage. | could return no answer to this, as your grace will easily believe , 
but said I would write to you about it. 

By the lights we have now got into this negotiation and the objec- 
tions made by general Bretlack against the irregularity of their proceeding 
in it without the emperor’s knowledge and consent, we think it is now in 
the power of His Majesty and the court of Vienna, either to break. it off, 





or to bring it to a conclusion, since m-r Pechlin has plainly given general 
Bretlack to understand that if they could borrow as much money, as would 
make the great duke easy upon reasonable terms, they would prefer it to 
the exchange proposed by Denmark. On general Bretlack’s first arrival here, 
lhe was very much against this negotiation, but has since altered his opi- 
union and thinks it would bea very good thing, if in bringing it to per- 
fection the court of Denmark could be tied down in such a manner to 
the general system of Europe, as not to be at liberty to depart from it 
without losing the fruits of such an advantageous bargain, which if the 
great chancellor will lay aside the thoughts of making of job of this affair, 
ight easily be done. R. 15-th April by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia, 1751. 
N 63. 


Ne 129. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 9-th February o. s. (20-th February) 1751. 


Most secret. My lord. My answer to the letter I had the honour 
to receive from your grace by Lamb, of the 14-th December, under this 
head shall be as short as I can possibly make it, as of all the subjects 
| have to write upon here ‘tis the most disagreeable one. The day | 
acquainted the chancellor that I had received His Majesty’s ratifications of 
the act of accession etc., he told me he found your grace had made no 
use of the two papers of insinuations I transmitted to you in my most 
secret letter of the 5-th November last, for that count Czernichew did not 
make the least mention of them in any of his dispatches. At which | 
appeared a little surprised and said that I was sure your grace had spoke 
to him and in the strongest manner with regard to the ill effect which 
the king of Prussia’s being so often informed, as he is, of what passes at 
this court must have in the present conjuncture. And on my letting drop 
in general terms that count Czernichew seemed even unwilling to write 
all your grace did say to him, the chancellor took fire and desired | 
would give it him in writing, that the Empress, his mistress, would know 
how to use any of her ministers as they deserved, if they omitted to 
inform her of the conversations they had with a person of your rank, 
and at the head of affairs as your grace is. When the storm was a little 
abated, I declined this commission, as well as I could, in saying that as 
| had not yet decyphered all my letters I could not tell if I was at li- 
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beriy to do it. And here this affair rested and as very luckily these things 
go out of his head again, he has not spoke to me about them since and 
if he ever should, | shall find some excuse or other to put him off. For 
as your grace very justly observes, the surest way for the chancellor to 
disappoint his enemys in any of their views against his person, is not only 
to engage the Empress, his mistress, to act- an open part, but to do so 
himself, for such practices in the end must infallably turn very much to 
his disadvantage if not his ruin. But unfortunately there is no talking to 
him seriously and in a friendly manner upon this subject, without putting 
him out of countenance or in a passion. | am sometimes surprised that 
the consideration of the great share he gives to other people in his re- 
putation does not make him abstain from such low intrigues, as he must 
feell how much they make him dependant on those who are in the secret 
of them; and | wish this may oot be his case with count Keyserling, 
and that notwithstanding the hopes he has given general Bretlack of ha- 
ving him recalled, he may not be afraid to do it. RK. 15-th April by Lamb. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. M 63. 


N 130. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 9-th February o. s. (20-th February) 1751. 


Separate. My lord. Amongst other letters which Lamb, the messen- 
ger, brought me from your grace I was honoured with your separate oue 
of the 14-th December relating to baron Wolff together with the copy of 
the letter your grace received from the chancellor Bestuchef and your 
answer, as also the copy and original of your grace’s letter to baron Wolf’, 
the last of which inclosing his credentials as resident immediately delivered 
to him. 

The attention which His Majesty is graciously pleased to show to me 
on this occasion is so much above what I deserve or could expect, that 
it fills me with the most lively sense of gratitude. I am only surprised 
that the chancellor or baron Wolff should make to me a mystery of this 
affair, which had I known it, I would with pleasure have pressed as 
warmly as either of them, baron Wolff having shown on all occasions so 
much zeal for His Majesty’s and the nation’s service as give him very 
just pretensions to His Majesty’s favour and protection. 

A few days after baron Wolff had received his credentials, he de- 
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livered them according to the new ceremonial to the great chancellor, and 
ihe Sunday following he was presented to the Empress in quality of His 
Majesty’s resident, and I did the same the day after, at the great chan- 
cellor’s desire, to the austrian ambassador and to all the other foreign mi- 
uisters here. BR. 15-th April by Lamb. P..R. 0. Bussia. 1751. N 63. 


Ne 131. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 16-th February o. s. (27-th February) 1751. 


My lord. When I told your grace in my letter of the 9-th instant, 
that I would begin to press the great chancellor the Monday followiag for 
lis dispatches and the passport for the messenger, whom I am to dispatch 
to England, I forgot this was what they call, here, butter week, of all 
the weeks in the year the most taken up with eating, drinking and idle- 
ness, aS it immediately precedes lent, so that I have not yet been able 
to see or hear. of the great chancellor, since Monday last, except last 
night at the masquerade, which having lasted untill eight o'clock this 
morning, it is to no purpose for me to send to him, to-day, as J am sure 
he is stil in his bed. 

These delays fret me very much, as well as general Bernes, who 
cannot get away, his recredentials not being yet signed, but there is no 
help for it, it is what happens often here and what every foreign minister 
at this court has met with in his turn. On Sunday last, the 10-th instant, 
| went to court firmly persuaded I should have had the audience, I am 
commanded by His Majesty to take of the Empress on occasion of the 
accession, but I was put off untill to-morrow, and if I should, again, be 
disappointed, [ must not think of it any more untill after easter. . 

All my dispatches for your grace are long since ready and, were it 
not for the ratifications, 1 would have had them put into cypher and have 
sent them by the post. But I hope all pretences for further delays will 
cease after to-morrow, when their lent here begins. In the mean time, | 
ust prepare your grace that you will see by my dispatches by Lamb 
that this court is making new attempts to get subsidies from England. 
RK. 11-th March. P. R. 0. Bussia. 1751. N 63. 
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Ne 132. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. l-st March 1751. 


Sir. As the mail, due this day, is not yet come in, | have nothing 
to send you, at present, but the agreable news, that the King’s cold is 
(God be praised) so much mended and that His Majesty is, in every res- 
pect, so well, that I hope in a few days the King will be abroad as usual. 
P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


N 133. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 19-th February o. s. (2-d March) 1751. 


My lord. I was disappointed again of my audience on Sunday last, 
nor did the Empress appear at court, being a little indisposed (as the great 
chancellor told us). But the true reason was that she had a private party 
of pleasure. I shall now give the great chancellor no farther respite, but 
insist upon his sending me immediately the necessary passes for Lamb, 
the messenger, that he may be detained here no longer. 

The servant whom I sent with my letters to the post on Saturday 
evening last brought me back the honour of your grace’s letters of the 
18-th and 22-d January, in the first of which was inclosed His Maje- 
sty’s speech to both Houses of Parliament and the address of the House 
of Lords and resolution of the House of Commons; the approbation which both 
houses have given to the measures His Majesty has taken in concert with 
his allys for the preservation of the general peace, has given great satis- 
faction to this court. 

In answer to your grace’s letter of the 22-d of January, I shall 
have the honor to acquaint your grace that in a very secret letter whicli 
is ready to go by Lamb, you will find a very particular account of the 
state of the negotiation between this court and Denmark. In the mean time 
it may not, however, be amiss that your grace should know that no orders 
have yet been sent to the russian minister at Copenhagen to propose thie 
king of Denmark’s accession to the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses. 
In the discourse | have had with the great chancellor upon this sul- 
ject since the exchange of the ratifications, he has given me room {to sus- 
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pect that his personal interest has a greater share in the exchange of 
the lands proposed by Denmark, than any view to reunite that crown with 
His Majesty and the Empress, But, as there is no fear of this negotiation’s 
being suddenly brought to a conclusion without knowing His Majesty’s and 
the empress-queen’s sentiments on such a measure, some good may be 
expected from it, if managed (as your grace observes) with address and 
dexterity. 

M-r Wahrendorff (as your grace was pleased to inform me) did send 
back the paper left with him by m-r Simolin, but the postmaster here 
was ordered to return it to the postmaster at Memel and to let him know 
that m-r Wahrendorff being no more a minister here, the great chancellor 
could have no more correspondence with him. Since then we find that 
the king of Prussia has thought fit to cause the letter, which m-r Wah- 
rendorff wrote to the great chancellor, when he sent back the aboyemen- 
tioned paper, to be inserted in the Amsterdam Gazette, which has highly 
provoked this court, and | am afraid something will appear in answer, 
which may have consequences, if his prussian majesty does not lower his 
sails. It certainly never entered into the thoughts of this court to push 
this affair so far as to come to an open rupture, but if his prussian ma- 
jesty imagines they will bear any haughty or insolent treatment from him, 
| wish he may not find himself mistaken. But I shall write more fully 
to your grace upon this subject by Lamb, as I will ask a conference of 
the great chancellor to-morrow, in which | will speak to him in the manner 
| am directed by your grace’s abovementioned letter. 

The great chancellor desires nothing more, than to get m-r Gross 
into England in the room of count Czernichew, but he does not yet know 
how to provide for the latter. He talked to me some time ago of persua- 
ing the Empress to make him governor of Revel, but I believe this meets 
with some difficulties. And in the mean time he thinks of sending m-r 
(iross to Hamburg, where he will be at hand to go over to England, whe- 
ever count Czernichew is removed. 

In my letters, which go by Lamb, I have wrote to your grace upon 
the affair of the king of Poland’s vote for the archduke Joseph and of 
his accession to the treaty of 1746. 

General Bretlack tells me, he has great hopes of getting m-r Key- 
serling removed from Dresden, which would be a very good thing. And 
in that case it were to be wished, m-r Gross was sent thither instead of 
Hamburg. R. 21-st March. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. N 63. 








li 








— 210 — 


Ne 134. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 8-th March 1751. 


Sir. I send you by His Majesty’s order, copies of m-r Keith’s letter 
to me of the 20-th of February n. s. of an answer I returned to count 
Richecourt to the « Mémoire Instructif», of which he had made a verbal 
communication to me and of the letters which I have wrote to m-r Keith 
upon this subject (March 1-st, 5-th, 8-th). 

You will see that they contain His Majesty’s sentiments and those of 
the empress-queen upon the measures to be taken to secure the preser- 
vation of the present form of government in Sweden (which is the great 
view of the court of Russia), the preservation of the peace of the north 
(which is the present view of France and, indeed, of His Majesty and 
his allies also), and the compleating, without any farther difficulty, the 
great point of the election of the archduke Joseph to be king of the Ro- 
mans; which is or ought to be the object of all those powers who desire 
to see a system established for the security of the empire and for the 
maintenance of such a balance of power in Europe, as may discourage 
any powers (and particularly France and Prussia) from attempting to dis- 
turb it. 

In this great light no power can be more concerned, than Russia. 
And if the chancellor Bestuchef will weigh the ends to be obtained ani 
the means proposed for obtaining them, he will see them equally agreable 
to the interest of Russia, the security of the present form of government 
in Sweden, on the one hand and the preservation of the peace of the north, 
on the other, being the views and the conditions of this measure. And 
Russia is greatly interested in both, for I must repeat to you that, should 
the Empress of Russia be the aggressor in breaking the peace, she would 
find herself alone and consequently be the greatest sufferer by such an 
unadvised measure. 

The answer to count Richecourt and my several letters to m-r Keith 
will so fully explain His Majesty’s sentiments, that I shall only acquaint 
you with the King’s pleasure that you should make an ample communi- 
cation of the whole to general Bretlack and take no step but in conjunc- 
tion with him, and consequently act upon this great affair just as shall 
be agreed and settled between m-r Bretlack and you. 

This letter will be sent you by an austrian courier who will ¢atry 
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orders to general Bretlack, and m-r Keith will acquaint you with the pur- 
port of general Bretlack’s instructions. P, R. 0. Russia, 1751. N 63. 


Ne 135. 
The colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 26-th February o. s. (11-th March) 1751. 


My lord. Since my last, which was of the 19-th instant, | have not 
been able to see the great chancellor, but I have wrote to him in so 
strong a manner for the necessary passes for Lamb, the messenger, that, 
| think, he cannot well make me delay his departure much longer. Lamb 
shall return by the way of Vienna, as your grace has been pleased to 
order. 

Notwithstanding their resentment here on account of the letter inserted 
in the Amsterdam Gazette from m-r Wahrendorff to the great chancellor, 
they have been very moderate in the notice they have taken of it, as I 
believe your grace will have seen by an article published in the Peters- 
burg Gazette and which, I doubt not, has been inserted in others; ho- 
wever, lest this article should not have come to your grace’s hands, | have 
sent it to your grace’s office. R. 23-d March. P. R. O. Russia, 1751. 63. 


Ne 136. 


Baron Wolff to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 26-th February (11-th March) 1751. 


My lord. Your graces most obliging favour of the 14-th of December 
past, I received by Lamb, the messenger, and as C. B. and m-r Guy Dic- 
kens informed me that the messenger’s return would be soon, the then 
report being that he was to set out every day, accordingly I prepared 
my answer to your lordship’s above favour therefore I declined writing 
by post. 

But to my great surprise the said messenger still continues detained 
here, without any certainty of his being soon dispatched from hence, so 
that I could not longer delay acknowledging the receipt of your grace’s 
favour of the 14-th of December as above, which brought enclosed His Ma- 
jesty’s credentials, whereby he was graciously pleased to nominate me as 
his resident. The said credentials I have delivered and was received in a 
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most gracious manner, as is more fully related in my letter which will 
come by the messenger, to which I take the liberty by referring your grace 
to its contents. 

In the meanwhile I entreat your grace to accept of the return of 
my sincere and hearty thanks for the great share which your grace has 
thus generously been pleased to take upon you by procuring me this pre- 
sent honour, in return thereof your grace shall ever find me grateful and 
truly sensible of the obligation which you have now lain me under, and 
whenever it may be thought that my service in these parts can be of 
any use to your grace in particular, please to command me without re- 
serve, because I have the honour to be with profound respect etc. ete. 
R. 23-d March. P. RB. 0. Russia. 1751. M 63. 


Ne 137. 


Lettre du comte A. Bestouchef au duc de Newcastle. 
St.-Pétersbourg, ce 4 Mars (15 Mars) 1751. 


Monsieur. La letire du 14 Décembre de l'année passée, dont votre 
excellence m’a honoré en réponse & la mienne du 5 Novembre, m’a été 
bien rendue & son temps par m-r l’envoyé de Guy Dickens. 

On ne saurait éire plus sensible que je le suis a la considération 
gracieuse qu'il a plu au roi d’avoir pour les recommandations que je vous 
ai exposées confidemment en faveur du baron de Wolff, et laissant a ce 
dernier le soin de se remercier lui-méme des soins que votre excellence 
a bien voulu prendre pour lui, je vous prie instamment d’étre persuadé 
qu’en revanche et 4 mon tour je serai charmé de toute occasion, ott je 
pourrai faire voir a votre excellence, autant que cela peut dépendre de moi, 
ma parfaite déférence pour ce qui peut lui faire plaisir et de Jui prouver 
lestime et la considération trés distinguées avec lesquelles j'ai l'ho nneur 
d’étre etc. etc. R. 15-th April by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. & 63. 


XN 138. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 5-th March o. s. (16-th March) 1751. 


My lord. I am ashamed for the great chancellor to tell your grace 
Lamb is still here, notwithstanding the pressing instances I have made for 
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this week past to get him passes and orders for post horses. I had just 
sent my letters to the post on Tuesday, the 26-th past o. s., when I had 
a message from the chancellor assuring me that towards the latter end of 
the week he would be ready, and the messenger should depart without 
further delay. But since then I have had another from him desiring | 
would allow him a couple of days longer, which expire this day and, though 
| do not expect he will be punctual, yet as general Bretlack, who has 
letters to send by Lamb to Vienna, presses him too, I hope by the next 
post to acquaint your grace that he has left this place. 

I will not let your grace wait for my dispatches by Lamb to let you 
know that such strong orders are gone from hence to count Keyserling, 
at Dresden, concerning his polish majesty’s vote for the election of a king 
of the Romans and his accession to the treaty of 1746, that if that court 
has any regard or value for the friendship of this, they cannot avoid gi- 
ving their immediate concurrence to both these affairs. Copies of these 
orders shall be sent to sir Charles Hanbury Williams that he may see if 
count Keyserling executes them puunctually. 

General Bernes, the former austrian ambassador at this court, could 
now sit out on his return home having received his recredentials and the 
usual presents, but he is not able having been seized with such a violent 
lit of sickness, as had like to cost him his life. He is now much better, 
and the physicians hope they may say he will be out of danger to-morrow, 
but they will not allow him to think of beginning his journey before May. 

Monsieur Funk, the saxon resident, has been in the same dangerous 
way, and general Bretlack has also been confined to his chamber for this 
fortnight past with swelled legs and a violent cold, all which is the fruit 
of the round and hurry of pleasures which this court was engaged in this 
last carnaval. They have also brought upon me, what I never had the 
least symptom of before, a most severe fit of the gout. R. 2-d April. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. NM 63. 


MN 139. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 7-th March o. s. (18-th March) 1751. 


Apart, My lord. The day we exchanged the ratifications of His Ma- 
jesty’s act of accession, general Bernes and I delivered to the great chan- 
cellor and the vice-chancellor a list of the presents we had orders to make 
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on that occasion. They both thanked His Majesty and the empress-queen 
very much and said that after they had acquainted the Empress, their 
mistress, therewith, we should hear further from them, but it was only 
on Friday the first of March, which was five weeks afterwards that they 
sent to me secretary Wolkof for their respective assignements on baron 
Wolff, which I delivered to him viz-t: 


Z. 

For the great chancellor . . . . . . 1.200 
>» » Whee-chameslior. . . .. . . 1.000 
, Si chit io he wel ne Lo tee 
To secretary Wolkof for himself. . . . 50 
Total. ... .., «2.509 


For which sum of two thousand five hundred pounds baron Wolff 
desiring I would give him a bill upon somebody belonging to the trea- 
sury which he said former ministers used to do on the like occasions, | 
have ventured to draw on m-r Davis, as I did when I was in Sweden, 
of which your grace will please to order timely notice may be given to 
him. My bill is at sixty and five days date and dated the 5-th March, 
and your grace will observe that this bill is for two hundred pounds less, 
than the credit which, through mistake, you had given me in your letter 
apart of the 14-ih December last. 

When I delivered these presents to secretary Wolkof, he put into my 
hands, by order of the Empress, two purses, the one containing two thou- 
sand ducats and the other five hundred. The first he told me was a pre- 
sent from Her Imperial Majesty to me, an equal (as the custom here was 
in these cases with regard to ministers of the second order) to that made 
by His Majesty to the vice-chancellor. The other purse containing five 
hundred ducats he said was for your grace’s office, being the return of 
the present made to the chancery here, for which sum of five hundred 
ducats you will find a bill of baron Wolfl’s here inclosed on his corres- 
pondent in England. No counter present has been made for that to secre- 
tary Wolkof, as it was a secret gratuity which the great chancellor only 
was acquainted with. 

General Bernes, the former austrian ambassador, has been treated in 
the same manner with this difference, that, as ambassador, his present 
was equal to that his court had made to the great chancellor. 

As to the two golden swords my lord Hyndford has the commission 
to take care should be conveyed hither for general Apraxin and general 
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Lieven, I find they will not be acceptable, and I am even desired by the 
reat chancellor to let your grace know that as such trifling presents to 
persons of that rank would have an ill effect with the Empress, it was 
better to make none at all. R. 15-th April by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1751. N 63. 


Ne 140. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 12-th March o. s. (23-d March) 1751. 


Supplement. My lord. The great chancellor's tedious delays and put 
offs in furnishing me with the necessary passports for Lamb, the messen- 
ger, having made my dispatches, that go by him, of a pretty old date, it 
is proper | should add this to them by way of supplement, were it only 
_ to quiet the apprehensions that seem to have been conceived of this court’s 
pursuing their squables with Prussia so far, as to come to an open rup- 
ture with that court. During the course of my ministry here, | observe 
that we ought not to take any great alarm at the threats they may now 
and then throw out and that the best way is to let them cool of them- 
selves, which they soon do when they reflect on the state of their finances, 
which are scarce sufficient to answer the expences of their court upon 
the high foot things are now setiled and carried on there, so that it is 
not to be conceived that they will, without being sure of the assistance 
of their allies, engage in a war, the whole burthen of which must fall 
upon themselves. 

The reports your grace takes notice of in your letter of the 8-th Ja- 
nuary of the chancellor Bestuchef's being in disgrace are without any 
the least foundation. He stands as well as ever he did with his mistress, 
oply I think he might still be better and support in a more effectual 
manner the system he pursues, since he has the administration of affairs, if he 
would be more assiduous to business and in his attendance of the Empress. 

The affairs of the duke de Biron are in the same situation, and | 
am afraid will no be thought on any more for a long time. The great 
chancellor who knows the orders not only 1, but the austrian and dutch 
ininisters have to join in our good offices in behalf of the duke, will not 
lail to let us know when it will be proper for us to renew our instances, 
For I have reason to believe his private interest is concerned in the pro- 
curing the duke his liberty, as well as in the negotiation with Denmark. 
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I know not whether it may be proper for me to renew the same 
request so often, but Lamb’s sober, quiet and prudent behaviour here has 
so much gained him the good opinion of every body, that no messenger 
will be more acceptable, when business requires your grace’s sending any 
to this court. R. 15-th April by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. ¥% 63. 


Ne 141. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 12-th March o. s. (23-d March) 1751. 


My lord. | have at last the satisfaction to acquaint your grace that 
this evening at eight o’clock Lamb, the messenger, left this place on his 
return to England by the way of Vienna. 

The last mail from England brought me the honour of your grace’s 
letter of the 12-th of February, but I must defer untill the next post re- 
turning an answer to it. R. 6-th April. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. M 63. 


Ne 142. 


Baron Wolff to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 12-th March o. s. (23-d March) 1751. 


My lord. I am highly obliged to your grace for the honour you 
have done me by your two favours of the 14-ih of December, wherein 
you were pleased to forward me our most gracious sovereigns credentials 
appointing me his resident at this court. 

Upon receipt of the same I waited upon the chancellor count Be- 
stuchef, to whom I delivered a copy of said credentials desiring to be 
informed of His Majesty’s pleasure to give me a public audience in order 
that I might deliver her the original. 

Whereupon the chancellor replied that according to the settled eti- 
quette of this court, none but ambassadors and envoys were admitted to 
a public audience, but residents and ministers plenipotentiarys were not; 
and this practice of theirs was conformable to the custom of the courts 
of Vienna and France. . 

To which I replied that to my own knowledge His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s residents had formerly been admitted to a public audience at this 
court, for which reason I would not be the first which would give up this 
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right without special orders. And here the count answered that in case 
| would but consult with the other foreign ministers (more particularly 
with our own colonel Guy Dickens) they would inform me that it could 
not be otherwise done, than abovementioned. 

Accordingly I took the opinion of m-r Guy Dickens, and he advised 
me to deliver my credentials into the hands of the great chancellor count 
Bestuchef, and having performed the same he afterwards delivered it to 
Her Majesty, who was pleased to appoint the following court day for me 
to be introduced into her presence which was accordingly done by the 
vreat and vice-chancellor, and upon this occasion the court was very full 
and splendid. The reception which Her Majesty gave me was extremely 
sracious, she assuring me (in the russian language) of her being vastly 
vlad of receiving me upon this occasion and that she highly applauded 
ihe choice which His Majesty had made by appointing me his minister at 
ler court, upon which I had the honour to kiss Her Majesty’s hand and 
| hope that this relation will meet with His Majesty’s approbation, as well 
as that of your grace’s. | 

As your lordship hath been pleased to signifie to me His Majesty’s 
commands that I shall not interfere in apy business without his express 
orders, therefore I shall with all obedience observe them; and as to any 
salary or pay I cannot expect that, so long as His Majesty hath another 
minister residing at this court. 

But as I am very sensible of the share which your grace hath. been 
pleased to take by recommending me to the favour of our most gracious 
monarch, therefore your grace can rest assured that upon all occasions 
| shall most readily and cheerfully exert the utmost of my endeavoures 
and interest in executing of your grace’s commands in behalf of His Ma- 
jesty’s interest and service, and in relation to the Russia Company’s com- 
plaints I have taken due notice of them, and it shall be my study and 
care to procure them redress, if possible. But as for the event ef this 
matter that shall be communicated to your grace in some of my following 
letters. . 
In the meantime I beg leave to recommend myself to the farther con- 
linuance of your grace’s favour and protection, because [ am and shall 
lor ever remain to be unalterably at your grace’s devotion ete. R. 15-th 
April by Lamb. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. M 63. 





-~ 218 — 


Ni 143. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 16-th March o. s. (27-th March) 1751. 


My lord. I had just time to acknowledge, by the last post, the honour 
of your grace’s letter of the 12-th of February o. s. with an extract of 
a letter from sir Charles Hanbury Williams of the 6-th of February inclosed. 
Since then | have spoke to the great chancellor about the woman who 
was with marshal Keith at Berlin and is supposed to have come to Riga, 
since fhe king of Prussia ordered her to be sent out of his dominions. 
And the great chancellor has promised me that orders should be sent to 
Riga for her to come up to town, where she shall be strictly examined, 
as to what she may know of the pretender’s eldest son’s being in the 
neighbourhood of Berlin, and any other matters or secrets, she may be 
able to let this court into, relating to the king of Prussia. But I believe 
sir Charles Hanbury Williams is under a little mistake, in thinking she 
is come to Riga. | have seen this same woman with general Keith at 
Stockholm and always understood, she was a Finlander and born at Abo, 
where general Keith saw her for the first time, when he came over to 
Sweden with a body of russian troops under his command. 

Your grace will see, by my letters by Lamb, who left this place on 
Tuesday evening last, the 12-th instant, that we had received here the 
most extraordinary paper given by count Podewil’s to count Puebla, which 
raised so great an indignation at this court, as to have given occasion 
to a very long rescript, which they have sent to count Czernichew upon 
it by Lamb, the messenger. 

Among other things count Czernichew is ordered to dissuade your 
grace from taking any notice of this insolent piece to France by way 
of complaint, as count Czernichew has wrote hither, it was resolved to do; 
for they are strongly of opinion here that the king of Prussia would never 
have taken such an indecent and offensive step, without the knowledge 
and approbation of the court of Versailles. 

Your grace will also receive by Lamb, the messenger, a translation 
of the orders lately sent to count Keyserling concerning the king of Po- 
land’s vote for the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans. By these 
orders your grace will see that, as I had wrote to you before, the king 
of Poland had given assurances to this court of concurring with His Ma- 
jesty and other electors in this work, but that he has, since, changed lis 
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mind from the hopes (which I am sorry to say, he has been too much 
flattered with by this court) of obtaining a subsidy from His Majesty. 
R. 8-th April. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. NM 63. 


N: 144. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 23-d March o. s. (3-d April) 1751 


My lord. Since Lamb’s departure from hence little or nothing has 
occured here worth writing to your grace. The post goes and comes very 
irregularly, as it generally does at this season of the year; else I doubt 
not, but 1 should have received His Majesty's orders which I have been 
expecting some time upon some new false intelligences given by the court 
_ of Berlin to that of Versailles, as if in His Majesty’s act of accession to 
the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses some offensive engage- 
ments had been enter’d into against the king of Prussia. 

General Bretlack has read to me a very long reseript which the court 
of Vienna have sent to count Richecourt at London upon this occasion, 
viving their opinion with respect to the declaration France desires may be 
given to quiet her apprehensions about the designs which are imputed to 
His Majesty and his allies. General Bretlack tells me also that the king 
of Prussia, to give these advices some colour of truth, talks of forming a 
camp of forty thousand men in Silesia and another in Prussia; but if his 
prussian majesty has no other designs, than to guard against the ill inten- 
tions of the contracting parties to His Majesty’s accession, we doubt not, 
but he will alter his mind and think such precautions needless, as there 
is reason to believe this court will have no objections to her allies giving 
France any satisfaction, she may desire upon these groundless and forged 
alarms, provided it be in a manner that is consistent with their dignity 
and not disobliging for the Empress of Russia. 

Orders have been sent for bringing up to town the woman who lived 
with general Keith at Berlin, and though she certainly is a Finlander, it 
is very probable she may be at Riga, as she has a sister who is mar- 
ried there. R. 15-th April. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 30-th March o. s. (10-th April) 1751 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 1-st instant, in which your grace is pleased to send me the most 
agreeable news that His Majesty’s cold (God be praised) was so mucli 
mended, that it was expected the King would go abroad in a few days 
as usual, of which I hope to receive a confirmation by the two mails now 
due from England. 

Count Lynar begins to talk of leaving soon this court and returning 
home in order to enter into the functions of the post confered on him, 
since the death of m-r Schulin. In a visit 1 made this minister two days 
ago, he confirmed to me what I had heard before, that the great duke 
had altered his mind again and would hear no more of the exchange of 
the lands proposed by Denmark, so that count Lynar has lost all hopes 
of succeeding in his negotiation, unless the Empress will interpose her authority 
in the most effectual manner; which, I believe, she will not easily be 
prevailed upon to do. For her dislike to her successor seems to increase 
daily; and his appears to be no less with regard to the Empress and this 
country in general; in so much that some think he would not be very 
sorry, if he had the liberty to. return to Kiel and live there the remainder 
of his life. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 146. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 12-th April 1751. 


Very secret. All in cypher. Sir. 1 perceive by a letter from m-r 
Keith that the court of Vienna has entirely approved the answer | gave, 
by the King’s order, to the « Mémoire Instructif> communicated here by. 
count Richecourt and the reasonings contained in my letter to m-r Keitli 
of the 8-th of March and in that to you of the same date upon it, and 
you will have received that letter by an austrian courier, who was to be 
dispatched with it and with orders to the same purpose to general Bret- 
lack. The reasons set forth for this measure are so fully explained in my 
letters abovementioned and the incidents which have since happened, viz-t 
the defection of the elector of Cologne, who (there can be no doubt) has 
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entered into measures with France and Prussia, and the progress (I am 
very sorry to say it) which those powers are making in the empire render 
this proposal of accomodating the differences, both in the north and south, 
still more eligible, 1 had almost said, necessary. 

The event which has since happened of the death of the king of 
Sweden, so far from changing His Majesty’s opinion in this respect, the 
King thinks, is an additional reason for it, as perhaps, if the new king con- 
tinues attached in the manner he was to France and Prussia, he may 
be able to be of more use to them and the power of Sweden be more 
considerable, than it was in the disjointed situation that that kingdom has 
been in during the late reign. But the King thinks that the Empress of 
Russia should be very careful in the infancy of the new reign in Sweden 
not to give any jealousy or cause fo suspect that the court of Russia 
has any intention to attack Sweden or disturb the peace of the north; 
and indeed the new king's declaration seems to be conceived in such strong 
terms, that, as far as that can be depended upon, it is a new security 
for the preservation of the present form of government. 

There is a thought which the King ordered me to suggest for the 
consideration of the chancellor Bestuchef. 1 have some reason to believe 
that the new king of Sweden is not thoroughly satisfyed with the senators 
who are devoted to the french and prussian interests; that there is some 
contest for power amongst them, and particularly, that the present king 
of Sweden shows great countenance to general Lieven, who is, in a man- 
ner, a declared enemy to some of the principal senators. 

It may not therefore be amiss that the russian and austrian mini- 
sters at Stockholm should be instructed to encourage any such differences 
and, if possible, to detach the new king from one or both of those powers. 

In confirmation of the intelligence which has been formerly given to 
the Empress of Russia of the designs carrying on in favour of the prince 
of Conti, 1 am now in great confidence to acquaint you that I have reason 
\o believe that the prince of Conti is not only carrying on those views 
in Poland, but endeavouring to engage Sweden in his interest, and parti- 
cularly to secure a body of swedish troops to be paid by France, when 
they shall be employ’d for that purpose. 

There are, also, other intrigues carrying on in Poland, which deserve 
the attention of Russia and Saxony. 

We have reports here of the motions of the Turks, though I do not 
give any credit to them as we hear nothing of that kind from m-r Porter 
at Constantinople. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 2-d April o. s. (13-th April) 1751 


My lord. On Sunday last the mails from England of the 5-th and 
8-th March came in; by the first of which I had the great satisfaction to 
see that the King was so well recovered from his late slight indisposition, as 
to have appeared the day before in public and was then (God be praised) 
in perfect health. 

It went out of my head to acquaint your grace by the last posi 
that, the Sunday before in the evening, 1 had a message from the great 
chancellor to come to court and take the audience I had desired of the 
Empress, which I did accordingly and in His Majesty’s name, as I was 
ordered by your grace’s letter of the 14-th December last, expressed the 
King’s great satisfaction at the conclusion of his accession to the treaty 
of 1746 and that His Majesty did not doubt, but this work would give 
great security for the interests of the contracting partys and the general 
system of Europe, which to rouse and animate Her Imperial Majesty if 
possible, I added, she supported with so much firmness and dignity. As 
your grace will have seen by my letters by Lamb that the strongest 
orders had been sent to count Keyserling in relation to the king of Po- 
land’s vote for the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans, | did not, 
by the great chancellor’s advice, say any thing to the empress upon that 


- Subject, as it was needless and would have prevailed very little with a 


princess who gives so little attention to whatever has the least appearance 
of business. 

The Empress received my compliments in a very gracious manner, 
and her great chancellor answered by her order that any marks of the 
King’s friendship and regard would always be extremely agreeable to her 
and that I should assure the King of her giving on all occasions proofs 
of her sincere friendship and regard for His Majesty. 

The same day I took my andience, general Bretlack and general 
Bernes had one, the first to deliver the letter he had kept so long by 
him notifying the death of the empress dowager, and the other to take 
his last leave and return thanks for the generous presents he has re- 
ceived, which amount in all to above six thousand pounds. R. 26-th 
April. P. RB. 0. Russia. 1751. N 63. 
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Ne 148. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 16-th April 1751. 


Sir. I received yesterday by Lamb, the messenger, your several let- 
ters of the 9-th of February and of the 7-th and 12-th of March and that 
of the 23-d past by the post and have laid them before the King. 

As I have, as yet, been able to run over those dispatches but in 
a cursory manner, I can only, at present, acquaint you, in general, with 
His Majesty’s approbation of your conduct; and must defer sending you 
the King’s orders upon the particular points of business, contained in your 
letters ‘till another opportunity. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. 63. 


Ne 149. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


~ 


Whitehall. 19-th April 1751. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 have already acknowledged the receipt 
of your letters of the 9-th of February and the 7-th and 12-th of March — 
by Lamb, the messenger, and that of the 23-d by the post. 

I am now to acquaint you that on Tuesday last count Czernichew 
and m-r Zéhrern, the austrian secretary (count Richecourt being indisposed ) 
put into my hands two declarations, the one signed by the chancellor and 
vice-chancellor of Russia, and the other by count Bernes, the imperial 
ambassador at Petersburg, containing the guaranty of His Majesty’s ger- 
ian dominions, in case they should be attacked on account of the King’s 
accession to the treaty of 1746. M-r Czernichew and m-r Zéhrern told 
me, at the same time, that they had orders from their courts to assure 
me that, though it had not been thought necessary to give a formal ‘a- 
tification of the two acts signed at the same time with the treaty of acces- 
sion, yet those acts were understood to have the same force, as if they 
had been ratified and were considered as part of the treaty of accession 
and equally binding with that treaty. 

1 told them that His Majesty considered them in the same light and 
depended upon the punctual execution of these declarations, as a neces- 
sary condition of the mutual execution of the treaty of accession, to which 
they entirely agreed and assured me that their respective courts considered 
it in that view. 





— 234 — 


In order to avoid all possibility of mistake in a matter of this impor- 
tance, I immediately put in writing in the presence of m-r Czernichey 
and m-r Zihrern the substance of what had passed between us on this 
subject, which I read to them, and they expressed their entire satisfac 
tion in it. | send you inelosed a copy of it, which you will communicate 
to the russian ministers and acquaint them with the contents of this letter. 

In the great hurry of business we are in at present, I must defe 
answering the other points of business contained in your letters, till anothe: 
opportunity. Like letter (mutatis mutandis) to m-r Keith. P. R. O. Russia 
751. N 63. 


Copy sent to colonel Guy Dickens and m-r Keith April 19-th 1751 
A Neweastle house. Le 17 Avril 175! 
M-r le comte de Czernichew et m-r de Zohrern (en Pabsence de m-1 
le comte de Richecourt) ayant présenté au duc de Neweastle deux déela- 
rations signées et cachetées, Pune par m. m. les comtes de Bestouchel o 
de Woronzow, chancelier et vice-chancelier de Russie, et lautre par le 
comte de Bernes, ambassadeur de sa majesté limpératrice-reine de Hongriv 
ete. auprés de Sa Majesté I’Impératrice de Russie, ils ont déclaré en meme 
lemps que, quoique les deux impératrices, leurs maitresses, navaient pas 
trouvé nécessaire de faire ratifier ces deux actes, comme n’étant selow 
les régles, ils étaient pourtant ordonnés d’assurer m-r le duc de New- 
castle quils ont et auront la méme force, comme si elles les avaient ra 
tifiés et qu’on les regarderait comme faisant partie du traité d’accession 
et d’avoir la méme force et obligation. Le due de Neweastle leur a ré- 
pondu que le Roi, son maitre, les regardait dans le méme sens et s‘attend 
a l’exécution exacte des dites déclarations, les engagements desquelles 
doivent étre regardés comme essentiels a l’'accomplissement mutuel de cel 
du traité de l'accession. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. ¥% 63. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 9-th April o. s. (20-th April) 175! 
My lord. I should not have troubled your grace with a letter by 
this post, but that I am unwilling to let two go away without writin 
Qn Saturday last general count Bernes, the former austrian ambas- 
sador, left this place on his return home. 
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With the said general departed from hence young count Bunau. He 
came hither with general Arnheim, the saxon minister, whose sister is 
his mother in law. We were told on this young gentleman’s first arrival 
that he was a lieutenant colonel in the saxon service. But it is now found 
out, by some intercepted letters of his, that he is a captain in the french 
service and held a seeret correspondence with that court all the time he 
was here. Before this discovery it was fixed he should go home in com- 
pany with general Bernes, otherwise this court would certainly have sent 
him out of the country with some marks of disgrace. Notice was given of 
this to general Bernes that he might be upon his guard, as to what he 
should say before this young man upon the journey. R. 4-th May. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1751. 63. 


Ne 151. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 13-th April o. s. (24-th April) 1751. 

My lord. The day before yesterday about noon came in the two mails 
due from England of the 19-th and 22-d March, by the last of which I 
received the honour of your grace’s letter containing the melancholy account 
of his royal highness the prince of Wales’s death, which unhappy and 
unexpected event gave the greatest concern not only to all His Majesty’s 
faithfull, servants and subjects here, but to the Empress and all her court, 
who were the more struck with it, as the news of his royal highness’s 
death and illness came together. 

On Wednesday last arrived here an express from m-r Panin, the 
russian minister at Stockholm, with an account of the death of the king 
of Sweden, which happened the 25-th of last month. M-r Panin writes 
that the next day his successor, now king of Sweden, signed a declaration 
renewing the oath he had taken at his election to maintain and preserve 
inviolably the present form of government, as established in Sweden in 
the year 1720. That a copy of this declaration had been delivered to 
m-r Panin, who was at the same time desired to give the Empress, his 
mistress, the strongest assurances of the grateful sense the present king 
lad of his great obligations to Her Imperial Majesty and that he begged 
she would continue to him her friendship and protection. These letters have 
civen great satisfaction to the Empress and her ministers, as they think 
all apprehensions of any troubles arrising in the north are now removed. 
i. 9-th May. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


15 
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Ne 152. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 20-th April o. s. (l-st May) 1751 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 29-th Mareh with His Majesty’s letter to the Empress of Russia, 
notifying the death of his royal highness the prince of Wales, to deliver 
which I shall desire an audience of Her Imperial Majesty, as soon as the 
great dutchess’s birth day, which is to-morrow and the Empress’s coro- 
nation day, which is on Thursday next, are past. 

The Empress and her ministers continue to express their great plea- 
sure and satisfaction on account of the strong declaration made by the 
present king of Sweden of his intentions to maintain the present form of 
government in that country. And as there is reason to hope that the re 
solution taken a little before the late king of Sweden’s death of sending 
over to Finland a reinforcement of eight thousand men under pretence ot 
working at the fortifications will be laid aside, I do not doubt, but this 
court will soon send orders to their troops to withdraw from the frontiers 
of Finland, by which means all the jealousies which France and Prussia 
may have concieved of the designs of this court will, we hope, be re-— 
moved. R. 13-th May. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. 63. 


Ne 153. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 23-d April o. s. (4-th May) 175! 


My lord. On Thursday last arrived here an austrian courier, by whom 
I received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 8-th March with the 
several inclosures, viz-t: copies of m-r Keith’s letter to your grace of the 
20-th February n. s., of the answer your grace returned to the « Mémoire 
Instructif», of which count Richecourt had made a verbal communication 
to your grace, and of the letters which you had wrote to m-r Keith upon 
this subject. 

These letters and papers contain the information and instruction | 
have been expecting for some time about the measures to be taken tv 
remove the jealousies instiled into the court of France by the king of Prussi: 
with relation to the affairs of the north, to secure the present form 0 
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government in Sweden, the preservation of the peace of the north and 
the compliating without any further difficulty the great point of the elec- 
tion of the archduke Joseph to be king of the Romans. 

As I had been for some days confined to my house by a great cold, 
general Bretlack was so kind as to call upon me the day after these dis- 
patches came to my hands; to whom as your grace directed me I made 
an ample communication of the whole, and he acquainted me at the same 
time that he had the strongest orders to act in the most perfect concert 
with me in these important affairs. 

General Bretlack approved very much the proposition in your grace’s 
answer (of which a copy had been sent to him from his court) to count 
Richecourt’s «Mémoire Instructif» for securing the peace of the north and 
ihe present fourm of government in Sweden by reciprocal declarations, and 
we think it cannot fail of meeting with the approbation of this court. But 
the situation of the affairs in the north being entirely changed by the 
death of the late king of Sweden, general Bretlack is of opinion, in which 
| have acquiesced, that before we execute the orders we have received, 
we should know the sentiments of our respective courts upon this event 
and see what eflect it will have upon the courts of France and Prussia. 
The strong declaration given by the present king of Sweden on his acces- 
sion to the crown seems to have removed all the jealousies this court had 
conceived with regard to the supposed design of changing the present form 
of government in that country; and as the public and authentic manner 
in which the Empress and her ministers have expressed their entire appro- 
bation of this declaration cannot be unknown to France, it is thought that 
crown will look upon the present dispositions of this court as a sufficient 
satisfaction and security for the preservation of the peace and tranquillity 
of these parts. 

As this dispatch goes by an austrian courier, whom general Bretlack 
lispatches to Vienna, I shall make use of this opportunity to transmit to 
your grace a new paper of sréflections, which has been put into my 
lands at the desire of the great chancellor; one article of which serving 
0 prove the present pacific dispositions of this court I shall transcribe 
it here. 

«Ainsi pour prévenir & temps tous les malheurs ete. ete... il ne reste 
\X puissances maritimes d’autre secours assez puissant que celui de la 
ussie, Zaquelle depuis la mort du roi de Suéde et Vassurance so- 
vnnelle que le nouveau roi a conflrmée avec serment touchant la 
conservation tnaltérable de la forme du gouvernement suédors telle 


* 
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quelle fut établie lan 1720, a les mains enticrement libres ete. 
étc.». R. 24-th May by an austrian courier, P. R. O. Russia. 1751. 
Ne 63. 


Réflexions sur les moyens de prévenir les mauvaises suites que pour- 
rait avoir la mort du prince de Galles. 


L’expérience de la derniére guerre, laquelle n’a duré si longtemps, a 
la grande perte des alliés, que parce quiils ont négligé de prendre a temps 
les mesures nécessaires pour s’opposer efficacement a Vennemi commun, 
aussi bien que les efforts continuels que la France et ses alliés suivant 
leur ancienne coutume ne cessent de faire depuis le rétablissement de la 
paix pour se procurer des nouveaux amis et pour prendre avec eux des 
mesures dont ils pourront se prévaloir avantageusement dans loecasion, de- 
vraient seuls porter les puissances maritimes d’en faire autant de leu 
coté pour leur propre sdreté et pour la conservation de l’équilibre en 
Europe et par conséquent de se concerter sans délai plus intimement avec 
leurs alliés naturels sur Vavenir. Cependant pour ce qui est de la Russie 
en particulier, il ne sera pas inutile de montrer par les réflexions sui- 
vantes qui sont fondées sur les conjonctures présentes la nécessilé pres- 
sante, oli se trouvent les puissances maritimes, d’entrer incessamment avec 
cetie couronne en des engagements plus étroits. 

Quoique tous les veux des bien intentionnés se réunissent a souhaiter 
que le Tout-Puissant prolonge les années de Sa Majesté Britannique, la 
prudence ne laisse pas d’exiger de ce monarque que depuis la mort  pré- 
maturée de son altesse royale le prince de (ialles, qu'il dirige sa_prinei- 
pale attention sur la minorité de son successeur, d’autant que pen 
dant le temps d'une minorité il y a, a Tlordinaire, & craindre beaucoup 
de troubles et en dedans et hors du royaume. 

Les mauvaises intentions de la France et de la Prusse sont prouyées 
non seulement par les exemples antérieurs et par les chicanes que la 
France fait naitre & chaque pas dans la négociation entamée a Paris pour 
le réglement des limites en Amérique, mais encore par la note injurieuse 
que je roi de Prusse remit, a ia fin de Janvier, au comte de Puebla ei 
que la France ne parait pas vouloir désapprouver, de méme que par le 
contenu du nouveau traité de subsides conclu entre la France et lélectew 
de Cologne, dont on parlera ci-aprés, de sorte qu’on ne saurait douter qu 
ces deux puissances tacheront de profiter d’une telle minorité, si ’Angleterr 
ne le prévient en se mettant d’avantage dans un état de force respectabl 
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Sur le pied ou se trouvent ses forees de terre maintenant, elle n'est 
pas capable de mettre vingt mille hommes en campagne et quand méeme 
on y joindrait les Hanovriens et les troupes allemandes qui sont a sa solde, 
elle aura toujours de la peine a fournir en tout cinquante mille hommes. 
Au lieu que la France et la Prusse entretiennent seules au dela de trois 
cent mille hommes et que la premiére augmente ses forces de mer a un 
tel point, que méme avec le temps, Angleterre aurait a craindre de perdre 
sa supériorité par mer. Les renforts qu'on pourrait obtenir des princes 
d’Allemagne ne seraient ni suflisants, ni utiles a l’Angleterre, puisqu’on a 
reconnu constamment dans les guerres passées quaprés avoir touché les 
subsides, la plupart de ces princes se mettent peu en peive de remplir 
leurs engagements et que d’ailleurs le commandement des troupes, qui dé- 
pendent de tant de maitres différents, est sujet a mille inconvénients. De 
plus les puissanees maritimes perdent a cette heure les six mille hommes 
(le troupes de Cologne, sur lesquels elles avaient compté et les auront, 
en échange, pour ennemis, en cas de guerre, en vertu d'un traité de subsides 
nouvellement conclu’ a Munich entre la France et lélecteur de Cologne. 
Klles ne peuvent pas non plus espérer de ramener cet électeur, car non 
seulement il s'est lié les mains pour quatre ans, mais il s'est laissé obtru- 
der un premier ministre entitrement dévoué a la France et a la Prusse. 

Les finances et l'état militaire de la Hollande sont encore trop deé- 
labrés pour qu’en cas d’une guerre peudant la minorité, qui est a craindre 
en Angleterre, cette couronne puisse beaucoup compter sur les secours de 
la République; d’autant plus qu’elle-méme a a appréhender un voisin toujours 
dangereux dans la personne du roi de Prusse et que la démolition de ses 
places de barriére, au rétablissement desquelles l’Angleterre ne veut rien 
contribuer, donnerait & la France le moyen de pénétrer peut-ctre des la 
premiére campagne jusqu’au centre des Provinces Unies. Au moins, le nou- 
veau traité que la France vient de faire avec lélecteur de Cologne parait 
laire connaitre clairement ses vues comme sur I’électorat d’Hanovre, ainsi 
sur les Provinces Unies, lorsqu’a ce qu’on apprend elle y a stipulé nommé- 
ment que les six mille hommes de troupes de Cologne seraient employes 
(ans la Basse Saxe et sur le Bas Rhin. 

Dans de telles circonstances la cour de Vienne serait sans doute asse: 
cmbarrassée elle-méme et ne pourrait secourir les puissances maritimes 
jue dune petite partie de ses forces, puisque suivant son ancienne ma- 
\ime la France en faisant la guerre aux puissances maritimes ne man- 
uerait pas d’occuper la maison d’Autriche d’un autre coté, en quoi elle 
‘Cussirait aisément en Italie par le moyen del’ Espagne, et dans les pays 
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héréditaires par le roi de Prusse, aprés que ce prince aurait peut-étre 
préalablement pillé lélectorat d’Hanovre, afin d’en tirer largent nécessaire 
pour l’entretien de son armée. 

Ainsi pour prévenir a temps tous ces malheurs et pour contenir pen- 
dant le temps d’une minorité en Angleterre la France, principalement la 
Prusse, il ne reste aux puissances maritimes d’autre secours assez puissant 
que celui de la Russie, laquelle depuis la mort du roi de Suéde et l’assu- 
rance solennelle que le nouveau roi a confirmée avee serment touchant la 
conservation inaltérable de la forme du gouvernement suédois telle quelle 
fut établie l’'an 1720, a les mains entiérement libres ct peut d’autant plus 
fortement appuyer ses alliés et la cause commune dont elle a toujours 
embrassé les intéréts avec un zéle particulier. 

L’effet qu’eut le corps de troupes russes qu’on avait mis sur les fron- 
titres de la Livonie en conséquence de la convention conclue avec |’Angle- 
terre l'année 1747 d’empécher le roi de Prusse de remuer de nouveau, 
de méme que la paix a laquelle la France a consenti bientOt aprés que 
trente autres mille Russes étaient mis en marche pour secourir les puis- 
sances maritimes, sont deux événements qui ont suffisamment fait voir luti- 
lité de ces sages mesures. On peut done en conclure sdrement que leur 
renouvellement dans les circonstances critiques qu’on a détaillées dessus 
ne serait pas moins avantageux pour l’aflermissement de la tranquillité de 
léquilibre de Europe, savoir si maintenant l’Angleterre et la Hollande 
voulaient offrir & la Russie (dont on ne peut pas prétendre quelle se charge 
seule du fardeau) des subsides acceptables contre un corps de troupes préts 
a marcher a leur secours qu'elle entretiendrait sur les frontidres de la 
Livonie. 

Mais comme il semble que les conjonctures qu’on aurait a craindre 
pendant la minorité d’un roi d’Angleterre exigeront plus de trente mille 
hommes de secours et que peut-é@tre soixante mille seront alors a peine 
suffisants d’obliger la France et la Prusse de renoncer a l’exécution de 
leurs vues dangereuses; il serait & propos que les puissances maritimes 
tachassent de se procurer de la Russie pour six ou sept ans, c’est-a-dire’ 
pour autant de temps que la minorité anglaise pourrait durer, quarante mille 
hommes qui pourraiept rester sur les frontiéres préts & marcher et vine! 
mille auires préts a s‘embarquer sur les galéres nécessaires pour tenir col- 
tinuellement le roi de Prusse en échec et en alarme par rapport aux cole: 
de la Prusse et de la Poméranie. Et comme les galéres ont toujours | 
soin d’étre escortées par des vaisseaux de guerre, il faudrait encore se 
concerter sur cet article. 
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Les puissances maritimes auront d’autant moins de difficultés de payer 
des subsides proportionnés pour ce grand armement, si elles considérent 
d’un e6té la perte irréparable que leur causerait le renversement de l'équi- 
libre de l'Europe, pour la conservation duquel elles ont depuis Je régne du 
roi Guillaume sacrifié généreusement tant de millions @’hommes et d’argent, 
et que de lautre cété elles feront réflexion qu’actuellement elles payent 
peu d'autres subsides et que méme celui quiils avaient déja accordé a 
électeur de Cologne leur revient présentement par alliance de ce prince 
avec la France. 

Au reste il serait encore trés bon que les puissances maritimes son- 
veassent, en méme temps qu’elles feraient un traité de subsides avec la 
Russie, de convenir d’avance par une convention particulitre sur tout ce 
qui regarde la marche actuelle des troupes auxiliaires russes et sur leur 
entretien, afin que toutes les fois que la nécessité le demandera, elles 
puissent se mettre en route sans aucune difficulté ni délai. P. R. O. Russia. 
1751. N 63. 


Ne 154. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 24-th April o. s. (8-th May) 1751, 
My lord. On Thursday last general Bretlack having dispatched a cou- 
rier to his court, | charged him with a letter for your grace, directed to 
m-r Keith in answer to your grace’s dispatches of the 8-th March, which 
| had the honour to receive a few days before by an austrian courier. 
In this letter I acquainted your grace that, the situation of the affairs 
of the north being entirely changed by the death of the late king of Swe- 
den, general Bretlack was of opinion that, before we executed the orders 
we had received, we should know the sentiments of our respective courts 
upon this event and see what effect it will have upon the courts of France 
and Prussia. I likewise made use of that opportunity to transmit a new 
paper of reflectons which had been put into my hands at the great chan- 
cellor’s desire. In this paper a third attempt is made to obtain subsidies 
from the maritime powers by taking into their pay a body of sixty thou- 
sand men, the necessity of which they endeavour to prove from the dan- 
serous views and designs of France and Prussia. 
Count Lynar seeing no likelihood of succeeding in his negotiation 
here begins to talk of returning home very soon, and we hear that his 
successor is actually named. 
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A few days ago, an express arrived here from Riga with an account 
of the death of felt-marshal Lacy. 

On Tuesday last arrived here from Stockholm colonel Poss, who is 
sent by the king of Sweden to notify to the Empress the late king’s death 
and his own accession to the crown. 

Two days ago the great chancellor sent to me one of his secretaries 
to let me know that general Keith’s mistress, who was supposed to be 
at Riva, is not there nor expected there, as her sister declares and that 
she went directly from Berlin to Sweden. R. 20-th May. P. R. O. Russia. 
1751. Ne 63. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 10-th May 1751. 


All in cypher. Sir. The very great hurry of business that we have 
lately had here has prevented my receiving and sending you His Maje- 
sty’s orders upon your very voluminous dispatches by Lamb, the messen- 


ger, and also my having from count Czernichew a particular account of 
the orders he has received. I find, however, that there is nothing new or 
that requires any immediate answer. 

| have ordered your letters to be constantly acknowledged from my 
office. His Majesty was very glad to see, by your letter of the 13-th ol 
April, that the Empress of Russia was perfectly satisfied with the new 
king of Sweden’s declaration for the maintenance of the present form of 
government; and the reason, there was, to hope that the peace of the 
north would be preserved. You mention nothing of the transport of eight 
thousand men from Sweden into Finland nor of the march of twenty 
thousand Russians, which, it is reported, are going towards Finland. His 
Majesty hopes that neither of these motions, though they should be both 
true, will produce any voyes de fait or act of hostility of either side. 
The consequence of which might be very prejudicial and bring on a rup- 
ture and, therefore, you will join with general Bretlack in dissuading any 
measure of that kind. 

The ill intentioned Swedes conceive great hopes of the good disposi- 
tions of the Turks from the supposed motions of the Tartars towards the 
frontiers of Russia and the defection of some cossacks and also from a 
notion they have, which, I am afraid, is but too true, of the great sear- 





ity of money at present in Russia, though I hear from count Czernichew 
iat the Empress keeps her numerous army very regularly paid. P. R. 0. 
iussia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 156. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 14-th May 1751. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. | received yesterday the favour of your 
letter of the 20-th of April and laid it before the King. 

You will have seen that, notwithstanding the declaration of the new 
king of Sweden and the just satisfaction that it has given both to the 
impress of Russia and to all the powers, who wish for the continuance 
of the peace of the north and the preservation of the present form of go- 
vernment in Sweden, the transport of eight thousand men to Finland, re- 
solved on in the late king of Sweden’s time, is actually carrying into 
execution. But, as that was, probably. undertaken to prevent a surprise 
upon Finland from the Russians, it is most likely that it is continued with 
(iat view only and, therefore, should not be looked upon as sufficient to 
destroy the hopes which the declaration had given, that there were no 
designs (at present at least) to make any alteration in the form of go- 
vernment; and His Majesty hopes, it will not induce the Empress of Russia 
lo begin any act of hostility, which would, in the present circumstances, 
lave bad consequences and probably turn to the great disadvantage of 
the aggressor, which in that case the Russians would be thought to be, 
as the swedish troops would be kept within their own frontiers. Besides 
with this reinforcement the Swedes will, probably, be able to make such 
a disposition in Finland, as may make it difficult for the Russians to enter 
ito Swedish Finland, without great risk in the attempt. 

There is a hint which the King has ordered me to fling out to you, 
0! whieh, perhaps, you may make some use. By our accounts, the pre- 
seut king of Sweden has in the notification of his accession expressed his 
cratitude to the Empress of Russia for the share she had in it. Whether 
(lis be sincere or not, one cannot pretend to say. But I have reason to 
(ink that the court of France are not quite out of apprehensions. that, 
sooner or later, the court of Petersburg may come to have more influence 
over the present king, than they could wish. If therefore there is any 


prospect of that, it ought, certainly, to be encouraged by all possible means. 
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There is one which may offer. There is a notion (and I believe a tru 
one) that general Lieven has a great independent credit with the kin 
of Sweden and that he is, also, far from well with the prineipal membei 
of the senate, who are, certainly, jealous of him. It would therefore |, 
right that the austrian and russian ministers should cultivate his acquain 
tance and lay hold of all opportunities of widening the present difference 
between him and the french and prussian partisans in Sweden. 

You will better judge whether any use can be made of this or no! 
and you will act accordingly. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. \ 63. 


N 157. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 4-th May o. s. (15-th May) 175 


My lord. I have nothiiig to write to your grace worth reading, excep 
it be that the ministers here seem to be a little impatient to hear what 
effect their two last attempts to get subsidies from the maritime powers 
have had. In the meantime, they often insinuate to me that it would 
be of dangerous consequence to proceed to the election of a king of the 
Romans before such measures were taken, as would keep the king of 
Prussia in awe, for they take it for granted by the public opposition 
which his prussian majesty gives to that measure and the shameful de- 
fection of the elector of Cologne from the engagements he had entered into 
with the maritime powers, that some troubles will arise, if France au 
Prussia do not see His Majesty and his allies are able to support, in 
the most effectual manner, the justice and validity of the abovementioned 
election, when made. They think here that the subsidiary engagements. 
they have proposed, may be a means of securing a lasting peace ol 
twenty years and more, or, should any disturbances arise, of putting an 
immediate stop to them by crushing at once those who may be the occa- 
sion of them. 

I delivered a few days ago to the great chancellor a copy of Ilis 
Majesty’s letter notifying the death of his royal highness the prince ol 
Wales and I propose waiting upon his excellency to-morrow to know, whic 
I may hope to have an audience in order to deliver the original. R. 27-ih 
May. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N% 63. 
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Ne 1 DS. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 11-th May o. s. (22-d May) 1751. 


My lord. On Wednesday last two mails came in from England, by 
which I received the honour of your grace’s letters of the 16-th and 19-th 
April. | was glad to see by the first that Lamb, the messenger, was arri- 
ved and that my conduct had met with His Majesty’s approbation. 

As to the paper your grace sent me in your letter of the 19-th of 
April containing what passed between your grace, count Czernichew and 
m-r Zohrern, in relation to the guaranty of His Majesty’s german domi- 
nions, I shall not fail to communicate it, as also the contents of -your 
erace’s said letter to the russian ministers, as soon as they will give me 
an opportunity to see them, for the Empress being now at Czarsko Sielo, 
they are seldom to -be met with. Since last Tuesday I have sent three 
limes to the great chancellor desiring he would appoint an hour for me 
io wait upon him, but he either was at his garden, or just going thither, 
or asleep. R. 4-th June. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 159. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 15-th May o. s. (29-th May) 1751. 


My lord. Since my last (which was of the 41-th instant) | have 
seen the great chancellor and communicated to him the contents of your 
erace’s letter of the 19-th of April, as also the paper which was inclosed 
containing the substance of what had passed between your grace, count 
(zernichew and m-r Zohrern upon the two aets that had been signed here 
lor the defence of His Majesty’s german dominions. And he was very glad 
\0 hear that His Majesty was satisfyed with the assurances the two abo- 
vementioned ministers had given your grace. That though it had not been 
‘ought necessary to give a formal ratification of those acts, yet they were 
understood to have the same force, as if they had been ratifyed. The 
creat chancellor told me, he had not yet received any account from count 
(zernichew of what had passed at your grace’s house upon this subject. 

When I was with the great chancellor, I enquired about the audience 
' had desired in order to deliver His Majesty’s letter of notification con- 
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cerning the death of the prince of Wales; and as I perceived, by his dis- 
course, that now the fine season was come, it would be difficult to fix 
any particular time with the Empress (who was continually moving from 
one country house to another) | delivered the said letter to the great 
chancellor. The swedish minister tells me, he intends to do the same with 
regard to the letter he has notifying the death of the king of Sweden. 

Count Lynar has desired to have his audience of leave and will set 
out on his return home, as soon as he can obtain it. The great duke 
has caused a paper to be delivered to him, wherein he not only peremp- 
torily refuses to consent to the exchange of the lands proposed by Den- 
mark, but refers to more favourable times the renewal of all his just 
claims and demands, which has extremely piqued count Lynar. 

We have advice that the reinforcement which had been resolved upon 
in the late king of Sweden’s time of 8.000 men to be sent to Finland. 
is actually arrived there. 

The great chancellor told me that he did not doubt, but this had 
been done at the instigation of the king of Prussia; but that he would be 
disappointed if he thought, it would occasion any trouble; for that they 
would not so much as speak of it to the swedish ministry, though by 
this step of the court of Stockholm, it was plain, they must not think of 
withdrawing their troops from the frontiers. R. 10-th June. P. R. 0. Russia 
1751. N 63. 


Ne 160. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 31-st May 175! 


All in cypher. Sir. | have received, since my last, your letiers of 
the 23-d and 2%-th past and the 4-th instant and have laid them be- 
fore the King. 

As to that which came by the austrian courier and the paper inclo- 
sed in it and what you say upon that subject in your letter of the 4-1) 
of May, I have His Majesty’s orders to prepare an answer to the paper 
abovementioned, which will be conceived in such terms, as must con- 
vince the Empress of Russia of His Majesty’s real friendship for her au 
desire to cultivate the most perfect union and concert with her, thoug) 
the circumstances and situation of things may make it impracticable for 
the King to comply with what is proposed. 





As to what is mentioned of the danger of proceeding to the election 
ft a king of the Romans, whenever we can be sure of a sufficient ma- 
vrity in the electoral college, the election will be as constitutional, as. if 
ere Was an unanimity there. And, therefore, the court of Petersburg 
should continue their instances with the king of Poland to procure his 
consent, who, by his refusal, is doing the business of France and Prussia, 
vhich it is as material for the Empress of Russia to prevent, as any 
ther power. 

Since the orders sent to general Bretlack and yourself upon the pro- 
posal made to France by His Majesty and the empress-queen for securing 
»y reciprocal declarations the peace of the north and the present form of 
sovernment in Sweden, the court of France have plainly departed from 
what seemed then to be their disposition, whether from the accession of 
ile new king of Sweden, or from the supposed strength they think, they 
ave gained in the empire, is uncertain; but the King has thereupon de- 
lermined to drop any further negotiation with France upon those heads, 
till that court shall, themselves, desire to renew it; so that it is unne- 
cessary for general Bretlack aud you to execute the orders you had re- 
ceived by my letter of the 8-th of March, which His Majesty was very 
vlad to see you had so properly suspended. 

And, indeed, any consideration of this kind is now the less neces- 
sary, as the court of Petersburg are so well satisfyed with the strong 
leclaration made by the king of Sweden for the preservation of the form 
of government and with the conduct of that prince; and the King hopes 
(hat they will have no reason to alter their opinion and present pacific 
disposition, which you will endeavour upon all occasions to confirm them in. 

M-r Hop has acquainted me that m-r Swart has been applied to by 
some of the grand duke ministers to endeavour to persuade their master 
0 consent to the exchange proposed by count Lynar; but His Majesty 
does not think it proper that the ministers of the maritime powers should 
iuterfere in this affair without either being applied to by the Empress of 
ussia, or the King of Denmark, or seeing any probability that such a 
sicp could be attended with any success. 

I am sorry to find that general Keith’s mistress is gone to Sweden, 
as possibly we might, otherwise, have procured some material intelligence 
lrom her. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. &% 63. 
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Ne 161. 


The colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 25-th May o. s. (5-th June) 1751 


My lord. I have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
26-th April with a copy of His Majesty’s most gracious message to both) 
Houses of Parliament and of the dutiful and unanimous return made to 
it by the joint adress of both Houses. According to your grace’s orders | 
have communicated both the message and adress to the ministers here 
who were equally pleased with this great instance of His Majesty’s good- 
ness to his people and the strong and moving manner in which both Houses 
express their sense of the high obligation the nation lies under for this 
vreat mark of His Majesty’s care and attention for the interest of his 
royal family and the welfare of all his subjects. And as they are tho 
roughly sensible here how nearly their interests are connected with [lis 
Majesty and his dominions, they pray and hope, as all His Majesty’s faithtu! 
subjects do, that the provisions proposed to be made may prove in tlie 
event unnecessary. 

This court goes to-morrow into mourning for four weeks for his late 
royal highness the prince of Wales. 

Colonel Panin, brother of m-r Panin, the russian minister in Sweden, 
will soon be sent to Stockholm with compliments of congratulation from 
the Empress of Russia to the king of Sweden upon his accession to thie 
crown. 

In eight or ten days a squadron of twelve russian men of war, tev 
of which are of the line, will go to sea in order to exercise their seamen, 
as they constantly do every summer. 

P. S. Just as I am going to send this to the post, I am honoured 
with your grace’s letter of the 12-th April by the way of Vienna. R. 17-th 
June. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


e 162. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 28-th May o. s. (8-th June) 17°! 


My lord. | had just time to acknowledge by the last post the honour 
of your grace’s letter of the 12-th April by the way of Vienna, and all 
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shall say upon the contents of it at present is that I shall return an 
aswer to it by a courier which general Bretlack proposes to dispatch 
\ither in a couple of days. 

In the meantime, I herewith transmit to your grace the copy of a 
ote or declaration which was delivered to me by order of the Empress 
1 Saturday evening last, after I had sent my letters to the post. This 
iper, 1 doubt not, will give great satisfaction to His Majesty, as it must 
mvince the powers who had any mistrust of Her Imperial Majesty’s pa- 
lie dispositions of her sincere intentions not only to preserve the peace 
ud tranquillity of the north, but to cultivate and strengthen the growing 
riendship and good harmony between her and the king of Sweden. R. 22-d 
une. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Note. 


Les soins salutaires ct les représentations amiables que Sa Majesté 
lupériale de toutes les Russies a employés et faits depuis deux ans a la 
cour de Suéde ont uniquement eu pour but la conservation inviolable de 
li paix et de la tranquillité dont les raisons n’ont pas été ignorées a la 
cour de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne par les assurances qu’on 
en a données en confidence, en vertu de lalliance, tant de bouche que par 
‘crit aux ministres de Sa Majesté qui ont residé ici, Mais comme sa ma- 
iesté le roi de Suede, a présent régnant, est venu si amiablement a la 
rencontre des désirs pacifiques de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Rus- 
sies et, tant par le zéle et la facgon de penser qu'il a employés a cette 
lin que par l’assurance renouvelée svlennellement dans des expressions les 
plus formelles et les plus fortes, a fait voir qu’il est d’intention de con- 
server inviolablement la forme du gouvernement qui est établi dans ce 
royaume et de ne s’en vouloir départir en aucune fagon, Sa Majeste Impé- 
riale de son coté n’a pas voulu différer informer en confidence, en vertu 
ie Valliance, la cour britannique que l’acte d’assurance de sa majesté le 
roi de Suéde, a présent régnant, et publié d’abord en montant sur le tréne 
et la déclaration que sa majesté a faite ensuite de vouloir entretenir avec 
Sa Majesté Impériale une étroite et intime amitié, conformément aux traités 
iui subsistent entre les deux cours, la tranquillisent suffisamment et lui 
dounent un contentement parfait. 

Conformément au véritable désir que Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes 
les Russies a toujours eu et qu’elle conservera toujours tant a l'avenir que 
pour le passé d’entretenir une bonne amitié avec toutes les puissances, Sa 
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Majesté s'est proposée de vivre de la maniére la plus confidente avec | 
roi et la couronne de Suéde dans Vancienne amitié de voisinage et dan 
une étroite intelligence et de la confirmer et cultiver de plus en plus. 

On na pas youlu manquer dinformer la cour britannique en conii- 
dence, conformément a Valliance, de cette inaltérable facon de penser 
de intention de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies, d’autant plus 
que quelques cours tachent de s’ingérer, malgré qu’on en ait, de se mé 
ler dans les affaires des deux cours voisines et si étroitement alliées et ( 
donner un sens contraire et proportionné a leurs vues, éloignées de cette 
intention Ja plus pure de Sa Majesté Impériale, nonobstant que les hauts 
alliés soient informés et convaincus du contraire, a savoir que tous les 
soins et les représentations de Sa Majesté Impériale, comme il est dit ci- 
dessus, n'ont eu pour but que la conservation inviolable de la tranquillité 
et de léquilibre du nord. St.-Pétersbourg ce [blank] Mai 1751. P. R. 0. 
Russia. L751. % 63. 


N: 163. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 30-th May o. s. (10-th June) 175! 


My lord. Since your grace’s letter of the 12-th April 0. s. by the 
way of Vienna is come to my hands, | have seen general Bretlack and 
had a long discourse with him upon the contents of it. The death of the 
king of Sweden having caused a great alteration in the situation of affairs 
in these parts we did not, as I have already acquainted your grace, think 
proper to execute the orders general Bretlack and I had received by tlie 
austrian courier, who brought me your grace’s letter of the 8-th Marchi, 
untill we knew the sentiments of our respective courts upon that event. 
And though we now see both, your grace and count Uhilefeld are for pur- 
suing the project contained in your grace’s abovementioned letter of the 
8-th March for accomodating the differences both in the north and south, 
yet since the paper given by order of the Empress to all the ministers 
of her allys at this court (ef which I sent your grace a copy by tle 
last post) declaring her entire satisfaction with regard to the declaration 
given by the king of Sweden for the maintenance of the present form ol 
government and her desire to cultivate and strengthen the growing friends- 
hip between Her Imperial Majesty and that prince, general Bretlack is vl 
opinion that the reasons for such a measure drop of themselves, at leas! 
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with regard to these parts; for if the french court is not satisfied with 
such strong and authentic assurances of Her Imperial Majesty’s pacific 
lispositions, we are at a loss to think what they would be at and what 
ther security they could expect from His Majesty and his allys for the 
reservation of the peace and tranquillity of the north, unless it be such 
is must give offence to this court; general Bretlack therefore will wait 
intill he receives an answer to the dispatches he writes to his court by 
ie austrian courier, who is the bearer of the letter, before he takes any 
notice to the great chancellor of the late orders that have been sent 
io him. 

By the mofe or declaration which | sent your grace by the last post 
uid of which I here inclose another copy, you will see that the Empress 
s0 far from giving any the least cause to suspect her having any inten- 
‘ion to disturb the peace of the north, expresses the warmest desire of 
living in the most perfect friendship with the new king of Swedeni if 
iierefore France and Prussia, notwithstanding such clear professions, think 
ler Imperial Majesty's intentions require still a guaranty, they should not 
in Our opinion be offended if they were desired to give one first of theirs. 

When the great chancellor will give me an opportunity to talk with 
im (which, I hope, will be soon, now the whitsun holidays are over) I 
sliall not fail to suggest to him the consideration | am commanded with 
regard to the new king of Sweden’s not being satisfied with the senators, 
who are devoted to the french and prussian interest, and [| will take care 
‘hat the russian minister at Stockholm be instructed to encourage the dil- 
lerences between general Lieven and some of the principal senators and, 
if possible, to detach the new king from one or both of those powers. Some 
(ime ago, a resolution was taken here to remit seventy thousand roubles 
i) m-r Panin to support the credit and interest of the well intentioned party 
in Sweden at the ensuing diet; but general Bretlack has persuaded the 
creat chancellor to lay that resolution aside and to let the russian mini- 
sier at Stockholm act the part only of a spectator, while the diet is  sit- 
lug and engage in no intrigues whatsoever. Such a conduct will, I doubt 
wot, surprise very much the ill intentioned party and perhaps do the chief 
of them more hurt, than if the russian money was circulating in Sweden; 
lor when France sees no opposition, she will spend the less, and as their 
uecessities there are very great, it will occasion great  murmurings and 
defections from that party. One thing only, I could wish, is that fifteen 
lundred or two thousand pounds were given between the two courts to 
senator Akerhielm to enable him to make triends and obtain, if possible, 
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the marshal’s staff. For, when I left Sweden, it was settled that he should 
be one of the candidates for that post at the next diet. 

I shall acquaint the great chancellor, the first time I see him, with 
what your grace is pleased to write to me concerning the designs car 
rying on in Sweden and Poland in favour of the prince of Conti, and | 
doubt not but he will give a proper attention to them, as also to any 
other intrigues which may be carrying on in Poland. R. 1-st July by 
an austrian courier to Vienna. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


N 164. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. l-st June o. s (12-th June) 175! 


My lord. IT received by the last post the honour of your grace’s lette) 
of the 10-th of Jast month; as to the transport of eight thousand men 
from Sweden into Finland your grace will have seen, by my former. let 
ters, that on the death of the late king of Sweden we thought it would 
not be made and, since it has been, that this court looks upon it with an 
eye of great indifference. We hear that the court of Denmark did all they 
could to hinder that of Stockholm from taking this step, but the king 01 
Prussia’s superior interest prevailed. What your grace mentions concerniny 
the march of twenty thousand Russians towards Finland is without any 
foundation. Not one man has stirred from his quarters, since we have 
had advice of the king of Sweden’s death, and there is as little truth in 
the reports spread of the motions of the Turks or Tartars towards the fron-. 
tiers of Russia and of the defection of some of the cossacks. 

The hopes which the ill intentioned Swedes may conceive from the 
great scarcity of money, at present, in Russia, are altogether founded on 
effects which they know that method of application has on their delibe- 
rations; nor do [| see there is so great a scarcity of it, as they pretend, 
but let it be more or less, | am very sure this court will make any shilis 
rather than listen to any offers from Franee and Prussia. But, had the 
Swedes conceived any hopes of this court’s being of little use to us, il 
we do not come to a resolution of supplying their wants, | am atfrai’, 
they would have been in the right, and now | am mentioning this matte! 
I shall sincerely confess to your grace that | could wish some notice was 
taken of the two papers | transmitted to you: the one by Lamb, the mes- 
senger, the other by the way of Vienna, for it would not be impossible 
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| believe, to prove that, if by complying with their desires we could put 
ihe dispatch of business here upon another foot, which we should then 
have a right to insist on and even make it an article of the convention. 
Qne hundred thousand pounds per annum, was it even for twenty years, 
would be money the best employed (as the affairs of Europe are now 
circumstanced) of any England has given since the peace of Utrecht. 

I had the honour to write to your grace on Thursday last the 30-th 
of May by an austrian courier, which general Bretlack dispatched to 
Vienna. R. 24-th June, P. R. O. Russia, 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 165. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 18-th June 1751. 


Sir. The duke of Bedford having resigned the seals as one of His 
Majesty's principal secretaries of state, the King was pleased this day to 
appoint the earl of Holdernesse to sueceed him. 

1 am to transmit to you a copy of the order, issued from the lord 
chamberlain’s office, relating to the change of the mourning for his late 
royal highness the prince of Wales, to whieh you will conform yourself. 

| take this opportunity of acknowledging your several letters, the last 
of which is dated the 18-th past, and of assuring you of the truth and 


> 


revard with which | am ete. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 166. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 8-th June o. s. (19-th June) 1751. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 14-th of last month in relation to the transport of the eight thou- 
sand men from Sweden into Finland, which had been resolved upon in 
lle late king of Sweden’s time. And the consequences you seemed to 
apprehend might, possibly, follow it; but your grace will have seen, by 
my late letters, that this court has not taken the least umbrage at this 
step, and in truth they have no reason to do it, for they have such a 
superior force there, notwithstanding this reinforcement of eight thousand 
nen, that they need be under no fear of being attacked; and as this 
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court is resolved not to be the aggressor, | may venture to assure your 
grace that the peace and tranquillity of these parts are in no danger of 
being broke, at least on the side of the Empress of Russia; and | be- 
lieve your grace will be thoroughly persuaded of it, when I tell you that, 
did it appear even that the present king’s declaration on his accession to 
the crown was not te be depended upon, this court would not seem to 
show any mistrust of it being too well pleased, as the great chancellor 
told one of my friends here in confidence, to have this fair and plausible 
pretence of letting all disputes between the two courts drop and to come 
off with honor from this affair, which, they are sensible, they took a 
little too high in the beginning. 

The hint your grace is pleased to fling out to me, by order of His 
Majesty, is true, and both in the present king of Sweden’s notification o| 
his accession and in his discourse with m-r Panin he has expressed, in 
the strongest manner, his gratitude to the Empress for the share she had 
in it, saying, this event brought fresh to his memory the very great obli- 
gations he had to her and begging she would continue to him her favouw 
and protection. 

As to the independent credit which your grace is informed general 
Lieven has gained with the king of Sweden, I could rather wish it was 
with the queen, for if she has not lost the ascendency, she had ove) 
him, prussian counsels will still prevail; and her superior interest, always 
baffle any attempts that may be made to bring the king to another way 
of thinking; however, as soon as general Bretlack, who is now confined 
to his house with a sore troat, is recovered, | propose having a conte- 
rence with him and the great chancellor upon the affairs of Sweden and 
trying if any scheme can be formed for supporting the interest of genera! 
Lieven and the other well intentioned Swedes, so as to detach that cour 
from France and Prussia and without throwing away any money; which 
we should, certainly, do, if we gave any, before the ruling party had lost 
their superiority in the diet; and as nothing could more contribute to i. 
than senator Akerhielm’s obtaining the marshal’s staff, 1 am, however. 
humbly of opinion (as | have already wrote your grace) that the two 
courts might run the hazard of losing fifteen hundred or two thousan/ 
pounds to enable the abovementioned gentleman to make a push for that 
post. R. 1-st July. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. ¥% 63. 








The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 25-th June 1751. 


All in cypher. Sir. | have received since my last of the 31-st of 
May your several letters of the 11-th, 18-th, 25-th and 28-th past and 
the 1-st instant and have laid them all before the King. 

His Majesty was extremely pleased with fhe mote inclosed in your 
letter of the 2S-th of last month, as you may acquaint the chancellor 
Bestuchef. The satisfaction the Empress of Russia expresses at the declaration 
and conduet of the king of Sweden will do honor her and ought to make 
those ashamed who have endeavour’d to create, in all the courts of Europe, 
a different notion of Her Imperial Majesty’s conduct. And it is no small 
pleasure to the King to see that the justice His Majesty has done the 
(zarina in representing the falsity of those inputations, appears now to have 
been so well founded. 

The King was also glad to find that the court of Russia intends to 
cultivate the friendship of the new king of Sweden. Such a conduct may 
lave the desired effect; at least. it will not fail to alarm and embarrass 
France and Prussia and, perhaps, make the danish ministers a little more 
cautious in their measures with those two courts. I shall soon send you 
an answer in writing to the papers given you by count Bestuchef. I can- 
not say, it will come up to his expectations, but I hope, it will rather 
do good than hurt, as it must convince the Empress of Russia of His Ma- 
jesty’s regard and friendship for her and desire to cultivate and improve 
the strictest union and good correspondence with Her Imperial Majesty. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. & 68. 


168. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 15-th June o. s. (26-th June) 1751. 


My lord. Being informed by a letter from sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams that count Keyserling, the russian minister at Dresden, continues to 
act the same shuffling part in the execution of the orders he has lately 
received from hence in relation to the electoral vote of Saxony for the 
archduke Joseph and etc., as he has done on former occasions, I waited 
on general Bretlack, a few days ago, to consult with him, what steps were 
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proper to be taken with this court in order to make that minister eithe: 
alter his conduct, or have another minister sent in his room, on whose 
diligence and good intentions the allies of the Empress of Russia might 
depend. General Bretlack told me, he had the same accounts by the copies 
of count Starhemberg’s letters, which had been transmitted to him from 
Vienna, and that, as we had agreed to have, jointly, a conference witli 
the great chancellor upon the affairs of Sweden, as soon as he (general 
Bretlack) should be able to go abroad, we must, also, take that opportu 
nity to talk to him about count Keyserling and the affairs of Saxony, and 
on this oceasion general Bretlack confirmed to me the conjectures I ven- 
tured to throw out in my most seeret letter, by Lamb, concerning the 
difficulties which count Keyserling’s recall would meet with by the too 
great confidence the great chancellor had put in him. For, I find, the great 
chancellor would be glad, count Keyserling would ask his recall himsell 
and to bring this about, he has thought on an expedient which, he hopes 
will have the desired effect. This expedient is to get somebody to insi 
nuate to him that the Empress of Russia intends, soon, to make an alte 
ration amongst her foreign ministers and, in particular, with respeet to 
him and send him, perhaps, to Sweden, which the great chancellor seems 
to think count Keyserling would never agree to, but immediately ask his 
recall, rather than leave Saxony, where he is in sach great favour and 
settled, since the exehange he has made with m-r Briihl of the lands he 
had in Courland with some m-r Briihl had in Lusatia. R. 9-th July 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 169. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 22-d June o. s. (3-d July) 175! 


My lord. The great chancellor having been most part of this week 
at Petershoff, general Bretlack and I have not yet had the conference we 
proposed to have with him upon the affairs of Sweden and Saxony; bu' 
it is settled that we shall go one day next week and spend the evening 
with him at his garden, where we shal] have an opportunity to talk to 
him at leisure, 

By my letters from sir Charles Hanbury Williams | find the insi- 
nuations made to m-r Briihl concerning count Keyserling’s removal frou 
ihe court of Dresden begin to work: for notwithstanding the saxon priv) 
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councilors are very much against his polish majesty’s acceding to the 
treaty of 1746, yet m-r Keyserling, in order to put them here in a better 
humour with him, has so exerted himself, as to get the necessary orders 
aud instructions, signed for the saxon minister at this court, to begin that 
negotiation; this will not, however, prevent count Keyserling’s being re- 
called, for the whole chancery, here, in general are convinced of the neces- 
sily of removing him and sending another minister to that court. | am, 
just now, informed, the great chancellor is come back from Petersholf. 
where, after three days stay, he could not get to speak to the Empress, 
iis mistress, nor has she, yet, been prevailed upon to sign the new cre- 
dentials of m-r Panin, her minister at Stockholm, which have lain upon 
ler table above two months. R. 16-th July. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. M 63. 


Ne 170. 
The duke of Neweastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 5-th July 1751 


Secret. Sir. | am now to answer your secret letter by Lamb, the 
messenger, inclosing a paper entitled « Penscces vagues», which was pul 
into your hands by m-r Swart, at the request of the chancellor Bestuchet; 
and also your letter of the 23-d of April, inclosing another paper, called 
«Ri flexions sur les moyens de prévenir les mauvaises suites, ete.». 

His Majesty having ordered those two papers to be thoroughly econ- 
sidered and being desirous that sueh an answer should be returned to 
them, as might convince the court of Russia of His Majesty’s affection 
and regard for the Empress and firm resolution to cultivate the most per- 
lect union and concert with her, and that, though the King from the great 
load of national debi lately ineurred for the service of the common cause, 
was not in a condition to furnish the subsidy now proposed, His Majesty, 
however, did entirely agree with the court of Petersburg in the neces- 
sity of taking proper preventive measures for the security of the respec- 
live interests of the allies and the preservation of the public peace, and 
that the king’s conduct, ever since the conclusion of the treaty of Aix la 
Chapelle, has been founded upon that principle and directed with that view, 
for which His Majesty laid the best foundation by carrying on the nego- 
tiations for the general peace in concert with his allies and establishing 
by that means the most perfect harmony and union amongst them. The 
inclosed answer having been prepared with this intent, | am commanded 
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by the King to transmit it to you by this messenger. And after you have 
made yourself perfectly master of the principles upon which it is formed 
and the view in forming it, you will carry it and read it to the chan 
cellor Bestuchef; and if he presses you to leave a copy of it with him, 
you will do it upon his promise that he will only show it to the Empress, 
and particularly not suffer the vice-chancellor, or any person he cannot 
depend upon to have a sight of it. The answer does so fully explain His 
Majesty’s views and the system, the King intends to follow, that it is 
unnecessary for me to say anything further upon it, except that Ilis 
Majesty’s sentiments both ,with regard’ to the Empress of Russia and the 
necessity of supporting the present system are so clearly laid down in 
it, that it must give great satisfaction to the court of Russia. 

You will see what is said in the answer relating to Saxony. Count 
Flemming is expected here in a few days, but the delays he has mad 
in his journey do not show great eagerness in his court to enter into ow 
measures; and the answer returned in form to m-r Keyserling about the 
accession will not, | suppose, be entirely satisfactory to the Czarina. 

However, the Empress must exert her whole weight or, probably 
the king of Poland may be gained by France and consequently be oblied 
to act a dependent part upon Prussia, which, surely, the chancellor Be- 
stuchef will prevent; as he certainly may, if he has a russian ministe! 
at Dresden, who will act, as he ought to do; which is very far from 
being the case of m-r Keyserling, according to sir Charles Hanbury Wil 
liam’s reports of his behaviour. I have nothing to add to what I have tor- 
merly wrote upon the aflairs of Sweden, His Majesty being extremely 
well pleased with the contents of the note given you and transmitted in 
your letter of the 30-th of May and with the conduct there laid down 
by the court of Russia. By Lamb. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 68. 


Projet de réponse. 


On a sérieusement examiné les deux papiers donnés par m-r le chau 
celier Bestouchef aux mois de Février et d’Avril passés, savoir, celui nommeé 
«Pensées vagues» et Vautre «Réflexions sur les moyens de prévenir 
les mauvaises suites etc.», et on ne saurait trop se louer des sentiments 
généreux, des soins et des attentions que la cour de Russie y fait paraitre 
pour la conservation des libertés de Europe et pour le soutien de la cause 
commune, sentiments dont le prix est d’autant«plus relevé qu’ils se trou- 
vent dans une puissance si capable d’effectuer ses bonnes intentions pou! 
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: bien public. La conduite de I'Impératrice de Russie, depuis son avéne- 
uent au trone de ses illustres ancétres, a été trop éclatante et trop dé- 
ilée, pour que l'on puisse douier un moment de ses dispositions magna- 
uimes pour tout ce qui regarde les intéréts de ses alliés; le Roi de la 
lirande-Bretagne est trés sensible & Pamitié quelle lui témoigne, en parti- 
culier comme roi et comme électeur, et Sa Majesté Impériale peut s’assurer 
jue le Roi recherchera toutes les occasions de lui en marquer sa recon- 
jaissance et un empressement réciproque pour ses intéréts. 

On tombe d’accord avec la Russie que les alliés, c’est-a-dire les puis- 
‘ances maritimes et les deux impératrices, ne sauraient donner une atten- 
lion trop sérieuse aux conjonctures, ni prendre trop de précautions pour 
a conservation de la paix et pour faire en sorte quelle ne dépende pas 
iniquement de la volonté de ceux qui pourraient bien viser a Ja rompre, 
its quayant lié leur partie ils croiront pouvoir le faire impunément et 
avee sueces. 

(était dans cette vue que non seulement Je Roi de la Grande-Bre- 
lavne tacha de donner aux négociations d’Aix la Chapelle pour la paix 
énérale un tel tour, que Vamitié et YValliance entre les puissances inté- 
ressées & la manutention du bon systéme n’en souffrissent aucune atteinte, 
iiais aussi quincessamment apres la conclusion de la paix Sa Majesté 
songedt aux moyens les plus propres pour lier une partie composée de 
elles puissances tant dans Vempire, qu’ailleurs qui fussent en état de 
résister aux forees qu'on pourrait mener contre elles et dobvier ainsi aux 
iiconvénients, qui (comme il est fort bien dit dans les « Pensées vagues> ) 
ue se firent que trop matheureusement sentir au commencement de la der- 
uidre guerre, lorsque les amis de la liberté publique se trouverent et dé- 
pourvus et désunis, sans appréhensions du mal-qui survint et sans concert 
de systtme ni de mesures pour y_ résister. Il faut espérer que ce cas 
wexistera plus. Et e’est pour n’y pas retomber que le Roi de la Grande- 
Kretagne a entamé, conjointement avec Vimpératrice-reine de. Hongrie et 
ie Bohéme et les Etats Généraux, des négociations onéreuses méme pour 
vagner les princes les plus considérables de lempire, afin d’acheminer par 
‘i Pélection immédiate de Varchidue Joseph a la dignité de roi des Ro- 
iiains, par ol la grande et unique oceasion de la guerre passée, savoir 
li vacance du trone impérial, aurait pu é@tre entidrement barrée. C'est dans 
ii méme intention aussi que le Roi lui-méme a accédé au traité défensif 
ie 1746, conclu entre les deux impératrices, dans lequel Sa Majesté s’est 
iitée que les Etats Généraux et le roi de Pologne, électeur de Saxe, 
svraient entrés incessamment. Leur exemple aurait probablement été suivi 
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par d’autres princes considérables, et il s’en serait établi une union et un 
concert qui non seulement aurait assuré la paix du nord et aurait empéch 
les attentats de lambition pour la troubler de ce ecdté-la, mais par un 
puissante diversion & appréhender, en vertu du traité de 1746, aurait pu 
en imposer a ceux qui se croiraient assez forts pour hasarder une ruptury 
en Allemagne, dans les Pays-Bas et méme en Italie. Le Roi a eu, ey 
méme temps, la satisfaction de yoir que la cour d’Espagne méme s’intéres 
sait au suceés de ces mesures et que, bien loin de vouloir se joindre auy 
autres en troublant la paix, elle était plutét disposée a préter la main 4 
tout ce qui pourrait la conserver. Les sentiments et la conduite du roi di 
Sardaigne sont trop bien connus pour que lon puisse douter, quelle par) 
il prendrait et comment il envisagerait ces mesures de prudence. Il est vrai 
que, par des accidents imprévus et par la défection inattendue de que! 
ques puissances, laflaire de Véleetion dun roi des Romains a été suspend 
plus longtemps, que lon ne se serait imaginé. Mais, quoiquwil en soil, le 
Roi de la Grande-Bretagne pense qu'il ne faut aucunement la laisser tombe: 
puisque, par la, nous donnerions des grands avantages aux princes ma! 
intentionnés pour cette mesure, nos véritables amis  seraient découragés e' 
cette pomme de discorde demeurerait toujours un sujet d'intrigues dans 
Vempire et pourrait en troubler la tranquillité lors @une vaeance du trone 
impeérial. 

Si le roi de Pologne veut entrer a cet égard dans Jes vues de limpe 
ratrice-reine et des puissances maritimes et aceéder au traité de 1746. 
nous atteindrons, probablement, a la fin ces deux grands buts, savoir: l’élec- 
tion d’un roi des Romains et la formation dune puissaute partie entre les 
puissances maritimes et les deux impératrices; car Paccession de la ré- 
publique au traité de 1746 nest que suspendue seulement, et elle sera 
une suite certaine de I’élection. La cour de Russie devrait done employer 
tout son erédit et toute son influence a la cour de Dreside pour déterminer 
le roi de Pologne & donner sa voix et a accéder au dit traité, pendant 
que Sa Majesté Britannique avancera, de son coté, Valliance avec la Sve 
par tous les moyens qui paraitront raisonnables, praticables et néeessaires. 

Les sentiments et les principes de la cour de Russie sur la situation 
actuelle des affaires de Europe et sur la nécessité indispensable ott soul 
les alliés de prendre, a temps, les mesures convenables pour se garauiil 
a Vavenir contre tout attentat qui pourrait préjudicier, ou a leurs propres 
intéréts, ou & ceux de la cause commune, ayant été reconnus et adopirs 
ici, comme on a vu ei-dessus, il reste seulement a remarqter sur les moyeus 
qui sont indiqués pour cet effet dans les papiers susdits. 
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On wignore point en Russie les grands efforts qu’a faits l Angleterre 
pendant la derniére guerre pour le soutien de la maison d’Autriche et de 
‘équilibre de l'Europe, efforts qui, en meéme temps quills ont assuré, le 
inieux que les circonstances le permettaient, les intéréts respectifs des alliés, 
‘union et le concert entre eux et le véritable systéme de l'Europe par ia 
paix Aix la Chapelle, n’ont pas laissé, cependant, d’aceabler la Grande- 
Bretagne d'une augmentation de trente millions sterling de dette; laquelle 
iyant été contractée uniquement pour le soutien des intéréts de ses alliés, 
les dits alliés devraient, par justice et par reconnaissance, la ménager 
autant plus soigneusement a l'avenir, afin qu'elle puisse se soulager et 
se décharger d'une partie de ces dettes pendant la paix et se trouver par 
li micux en état de reparaitre sur le théatre de l'Europe, si malheureu- 
sement l’ambition des autres princes faisait rallumer la guerre. 

On ne saurait disconvenir de lutilité de pouvoir tenir sur les fron- 
liéres de la Russie un corps de quarante mille hommes, comme aussi un 
autre corps de vingt mille a faire transporter par mer, ol le besoin se 
irouvera. Ce serait, peut-étre, trop que de s’attendre que le fardeau dune 
lelle mesure demeurat tout entier a la Russie; mais un subside proportionné 
aux frais nécessaires en telle occasion nest pas du ressort de TAngleterre 
dans les cireonstances présentes, et particulidrement pendant que les affaires 
de Pempire demandent quelques attentions qui ne seraient peut-étre pas 
al-dessus de ses forces. En quoi tant la Russie que tous les alliés et toutes 
les puissances bien intentionnées trouveront leur compte. 

Apres cet exposé des sentiments et de la situation véritables de la 
cour de Londres, Véquité et la magnaminité de I'lmpératrice de Russie ne 
permettent pas de douter qu'elle ne reconnaisse limpuissance totale oi est 
Angleterre de fournir, dés a présent, un subside aussi onéreux que celui 
ont il est question; et qu’on ne considere quil est de Vintérét commun 
les alliés de se ménager réciproquement, de prendre des mesures qui sont 
les plus combinables avec les forees d'un chacun et demployer ce quon 
i de la fagon la plus convenable au soutien et a la sireté du grand 
objet; et, dans ce cas-la, on ne doute ‘point que la Russie ne dispose tel- 
lement ses troupes et son armée nombreuse et puissante quelle pourra tenir 
ei bride ceux qui auraient des vues et des objets contraires a la paix et 
‘il systéme des alliés, se reposant toujours sur la fermeté et sur l'amitié 
lu Roi de Ja Grande-Bretagne, qui ne manquera pas de paraitre pour les 
i¢réis communs en toute oceasion qui s’offrira, et méme de contribuer 
‘vee la république des Provinces Unies aux dépenses nécessaires qu'on 
jollrra faire pour le service du public, aussitot que Vétat de ses finances 











et le soulagement, qu'un peu de temps pourra y apporter, le perme! 
tront. 


Au reste, on ne saurait douter ni de laffection du Roi pour Sa Ma 
jesté Impériale de toutes les Russies, ni de son zéle pour l'avaneement ( 
la cause commune, dont il a donné, et méme dernidrement, des preuves 
éclatantes. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. M63. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 5-th July 17 


Very secret. Sir. The King has commanded me to acquaint you tha 
His Majesty approves so much your proposal about m-r Akerhielm, tha: 
the king is pleased to authorise you to acquaint the chancellor Bestuele 
that His Majesty is willing to give a sum, not exceeding one thousand pounds 
sterling, to m-r Akerhielm to promote his election to be marshal of the 
diet, provided the Empress of Russia will advance the same sum, on hie) 
part, for that purpose and not otherwise. And His Majesty would have 
you immediately acquaint m-r Akerhielm with it and settle with the chan 
cellor Bestuchef the time and manner of transmitting the money to Swe- 
den. M-r Akerhielm will see the great confidence the King has in him in 
not only advancing so considerable 2 sum for his service, but also iu 
leaving the disposal of it to himself. 

| send you in confidence an extraet of m-r Porter's last letter (23-d May ) 
by which you will see that our affairs at the Porte are not in so goo 
a way, as they have been and that the french and swedish ministers 
seem to be gaining ground there. M-r Porter attributes it, in a great 
measure, to the want of a proper minister there from Russia, who may 
act in the most perfect concert with him and the minister of the empress 
queen. You will therefore press the sending one away immediately; au 
you will endeavour to get one who is perfectly well intentioned, and nol 
any person, who is sent out of the way because the chancellor Bestuclel 
may be apprehensive of him, if he stays at home; for an ill disposed man 
may do much more hurt in Turkey, than he can in Russia. You will 
particularly take care that he be instructed to act in the utnvs! 
confidence with m-r Porter and the austrian minister. The Empress ol 
Russia has been so well satisfied with m-r Porter, that she can have ww 
difficulty in ordering her minister to act in perfect concert with him, bul 








i¢ great point is that the sending the russian minister should be no longer 
elayed. If in the many voluminous dispatches, which I have received 
rom you, | may have omitted to send you the King’s orders upon any 
articular point, 1 will endeavour to supply it in my subsequent letters by 
lie post. | would not, however, any longer delay transmitting to you Ilis 
\lajesty’s orders contained in this and any other letter; and I have the 
atisfaction to assure you that the King is very well pleased with your 
onduct in the execution of His Majesty’s orders. By Lamb. P. R. 0. 
iussia. 1751. \% 63. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 2-d July o. s. (13-th July) 1751. 


My lord. The Empress and her ministers are so intent on taking all 
‘lie pleasures which the present fine season will admit of, that there is 
0 fixing them to any business. On Thursday last the Empress came, to 
‘own in order to keep the great duke’s name day, which was on Saturday 
last, but has disappeared again; and the great chancellor is running after 
ier to get m-r Panin, the russian minister at Stockholm’s, new creden- 
tials signed, as, also, the letier for the King of Sweden, which his brother 
is to carry to Stockholm in answer to that colonel Posse brought hither. 
\fter three appointments and disappointments, the said colonel had an oppor- 
‘unity given him, on Saturday last, to take leave of the Empress, so that 
le proposes to return home in a ‘few days. 

Through the negligence of this court in not paying, after repeated sol- 
licitations, the expences of the post, erected through Poland to Vienna, the 
postmaster of Lithuania has broke it up and taken away all the relays 
irom Mittau to Warsaw, which has put the correspondence between the 
wo courts into a deal of confusion. General Bretlack, in particular, is in 
creat pain about some letters he wrote, two posts age, and which were 
ot cyphered, thinking they would go the usual way through Poland; but, 
by this post existing no more, they have been sent from Riga through 
‘le King of Prussia’s dominions, where, he doubts not, but they will have 
been visited. 

Count Lynar, the danish minister, having had some hopes given him 
(at the Empress would employ her mediation in his negotiation with the 
creat duke, talks no more, at present, of taking his audience of leave. 
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A few days ago, he gave me to understand, as if 1 was to expect soon 
His Majesty’s orders to forward the success of the measures he is pur 
suing here. R. 27-th July. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 173. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 9-th July o. s. (20-th July) 175 


My lord. Since my last, which was of the 2-d instant, the great chan 
cellor is not come to town, being very assiduous in paying his court ai 
Petershofl and waiting for some favourable moment, when he can persuade 
the Empress, his mistress, to dispatch the great arrear of business, whic|) 
lyes upon his hands; amongst other things he wants to bring the Empress 
to some resolution upon a proposal whieh he has Jaid before her of re 
moving count Golowkin, the russian ambassador at the Hague, to England, 
in the room of count Czernichew and count Bestuchef, the russian ambas 
sador at Vienna, to the Hague, in the room of count Golowkin. The Empress 
las already in some measure consented that count Czernichew shall be 
made govenor of Revel in the room of the prince of Holstein, who will 
be provided with another employment. The first insinuations made to count 
Keyserling through m-r Briihl to engage him to ask his recall not having 
had the etfect, which was expected from them, a new expedient has been 
fallen upon here by getting the synod to represent to the Empress. that. 
by reason of the many infringements made upon the liberties and immu- 
nities of the greek churches; which are tolerated in Lithuania, it is abso 
lutely necessary that Her Imperial Majesty’s ministers in Poland should 
be of the greek religion and consequently a Russian. Therefore, they de 
sire the Empress would accordingly be pleased to remove count Keyserling 
to some other court and send a Russian in his room. An account has 
been sent of this to count Sternberg, the austrian minister at Dresden, |y 
an express that he may wake a proper use of it with m-r Briihl, and | 
have been desired to write to sir Charles Hanbury Williams to cooperate 
with count Sternberg, in whatever he thinks may contribute the most 
effectually, towards the success of the great chancellor’s scheme of obliging 
count Keyserling to ask his reeall. R. 3-d August. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. 
Ne 63. 





Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 16-th July o. s. (27-th July) 1751 


My lord. | received by the last post the honour of your grace’s 
etter of the 18-th past, acquainting me with his grace the duke of Bed- 
jurd’s having resigned the seals, as one of His Majesty's principal secre- 
iarys of state, and that the King had been pleased to appoint the earl of 
lloldernesse to succeed him. 

Nothing passes here at present worth writing to your grace. A few 
days ago baron Posse, who had been sent hither with the notification of 
ile late king of Sweden’s death and the present King’s accession to the 
crown, set out on his return to Stockholm. During his stay here all pos- 
sible civilities were shown to him and upon his taking leave the Empress 
ade him a present of one thousand dueats. Colonel Panin set out also 
irom hence, a few days ago, for Stockholm with the Empress’s answer to 
ie king of Sweden’s letter by baron Posse and new credentials for his 
brother, who is Her Imperial Majesty’s minister at that court. 

The Empress continues to reside at Petershoff and most of her mi- 
uisters are gone to their country houses. 


| have conformed myself to the copy (which your grace was pleased 
0 transmit to me in your abovementioned letter) of the order issued from 
ie lord chamberlain’s office relating to the change of the mourning for 
iis late royal highness the prince of Wales. R. 9-th August. P. Rk. 0. 
Russia. 1754. Ne 63. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 20-th July o. s. (3l-st July) 1751. 


My lord. On Wednesday last, we had the mails of the 25-th and 
25-th June from England, by which I received the hon-ir of your grace’s 
letter of the first date, and at the same time came to my hands your 
vrace’s letter of the 31-st May, which by the cover I perceive was sen} 
by the way of Vienna. 

I was glad to see, by your grace’s letter of the 3l-st May, that 
lle King had approved of my having suspended the execution of the orders, 
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I had received by your grace’s letter of the 8-th March, relating to the 
proposal made to France by His Majesty and the empress-queen for se 
curing by reciprocal declarations the peace of the north and the present 
form of government in Sweden. And it is no less pleasure to me to find, 
by your grace’s letter of the 25-th June, that the note or declaration | 
transmitted to your grace in my letter of the 28-th May has given His 
Majesty so much satisfaction. This court not only continues in the reso- 
lution of cultivating the friendship of the king of Sweden, but, I believe. 
[ may venture to assure your grace that they will be very cautious, hoy 
they enter into any new disputes with that court without having previousl) 
taken the advice of His Majesty and their allies. 

I shall impatiently expect the answer your grace proposes to sen | 
me in return to the papers given me by the great chancellor, as 1 do 
not care to be very pressing to see him before I have something to say 
upon that subject; and though it should not come up to his expectation 
it will put him in a good humour, when he finds some attention is given 
to his hints and insinuations. 

I have acquainted m-r Swart, the dutch minister, with what you 
erace has been pleased to write to me, in your letter of the 31-st May. 
upon the application that had been made to him by the ministers of the 
creat duke to endeavour to persuade their master to consent to the exchange 
proposed by count Lynar. M-r Swart, as well as I, were of opinion that 
some application would have been made by Denmark to the maritime po- 
wers to have such orders sent to us, but as that court has not done i 
it would certainly be very improper for either him or me to interfere in 
this affair, and the more so, as | plainly perceive, count Lynar uses a 
vreat deal of art and cunning in his negotiation and that his court is nol 
at all disposed, as yet, to change their system, though they would be 
glad to bring their views here to bear by the interposition of His Ma- 
jesty and his allies. General Bretlack and I take all occasions to sugges! 
to the great chancellor that the two following articles should be the basis 
of this negotiation; first, that Denmark should make a common cause witli 
this court in case of any attempt to change the present form of govern 
ment in Sweden, and. secondly, that, after the expiration of the treaty 0! 
subsidy with France, Denmark should accede to the treaty of 1746 and 
(as it is their true and natural interest) join, heartily, and sincerely, 10 
the closest union of councils and measures with the two empresses aii! 
the maritime powers. R. 12-th August. P. R. O. Russia, 1751. M 63. 
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The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 2-d August 1751 

All in the new cypher. Sir. | have received, since my last, your 
etter of the 2-d of July and Jaid it before the King. 

His Majesty has commanded me to send you ap extract of a letter, 
| have received from m-r Titley dated the 31-st of last month n. s. 
<The court of Berlin has long ago proposed a defensive alliance to this 
court which they have hitherto been unwilling to hearken to. But, now, 
since the failure of the negotiation with the grand duke of Russia, they 
lind it necessary to consider the proposal with more attention, being obliged 
io dake the best measures they can against the designs which that prince 
may have to execute, when he comes to the throne. On this occasion they 
shall be forced, even to deviate from their professed principle of not loa- 
ling themselves with new guaranties. These matters are really in agitation; 
but nothing is concluded or resolved upon as yet. The grand marshal 
told me particularly that France had no hand at all in this negotiation 
with Prussia, which is scarcely credible, since m-r Le Maire seems now 
very busy whilst baron Voss does nothing but attend upon him». 

«With regard to their affairs at Petersburg, they seem dissatisfied 
only with the grand duke and speak on a very friendly manner of the 
tussian ministers. They talk, likewise, in the most grateful terms of the 
‘ood offices used in their favour by the imperial minister and, lately, by 
ile dutch, but say nothing of colonel Guy Dickens. However, that they 
might not think us Jess obliging, than others, I took due care to let them 
know that my court, supposing the negotiation would come, at last, into 
‘ie hands of baron Korff, had, previously, ordered me to assist that mi- 
ister and to employ His Majesty’s good offices in promoting an agreement 
(0 mutual satisfaction. Count Lynar is not to take leave till the other arrives. 
ln the meantime, he has found means to renew his negotiation, so as 
ot to be without hopes of bringing it, at last, to an happy issue. If this 
siiould take place, they will be no longer here under the necessity of flying 
ito the arms of Prussia; which, it is hard to think, they can ever se- 
tiously intend, notwithstanding their threatning insinuations to that purpose». 

You will see the ill effect that the miscarriage of count Lynar’s ne- 
cotiation is like to have at the court of Denmark; no less, than engaging 
iliem in an alliance with Prussia, which his danish majesty and most of 
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his ministers have hitherto been very much averse to. I find, by this letter, 
that count Lynar has renewed his negotiation and is not without hopes 
of suecess. You see, the danish ministers reproach us for not having assi- 
sted them; which, they say, the austrian minister has, always, done, and 
lately m-r Swart. It is true you were at first directed nt to promote the 
success of it; but, afterwards, His Majesty was pleased to order you to 
assist m-r Lynar, if the chancellor Bestuchef thought the suceess of that 
negotiation might be a means of detaching the king of Denmark from his 
new friends and allies. 

It now appears very plainly that France and Prussia will take great 
advautage from m-r Lynar’s miscarriage. Count Lynar is certainly looked 
upon, as no friend to those twe powers, You will therefore acquaint hin 
that you have orders to assist him; and concert with general Bretlack, in 
What manner you may be lest able to do it and act jointly with him and 
m-r Swart in it. You may let count Lynar know that you have certain 
intelligence that the court of France is his enemy and that they are doing 
everything they can to hinder his coming into the danish ministry. Ii 
may not be amiss that you should communicate the substance of this 
letter to chancellor Bestuchef, who will see His Majesty’s view in the 
orders now sent you. 

Count Flemming has been here about ten days. | have had several 
conferences with him; and I do not despair, but that I shall soon be able 
to send you a govd account of our negotiation. The Empress of Russia 
will see how desirous His Majesty is to promote the common interest bj 
every measure that depends upon him. | hope soon to hear of the recall 
of m-r Keyserling. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. M 638. 


Ne 177. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 23-d July o. s. (3-d August) 13 


My lord. Yesterday morning, at two o’clock, arrived here Lamb, the 
messenger, by whom I received the honour of your grace’s dispatches ol 
the 5-th instant, and I shall lose no time in executing the orders cou 
tained in them. The great chancellor was to have gone, yesterday, to liis 
country house and, as I have one within an english mile of it, I propos 
going thither to-morrow, where I hope to have frequent opportunities o! 
seeing him and discoursing with him fully upon all the points of business, 
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vhich IT have in command from His Majesty. R, 16-th August, P. R. 0, 
Russia. 1751. Ne 63, 


Ne 175. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 30-th July o. s. (10-th August) 1751. 


My lord. In my letter of the 23-d instant I informed your grace of 
(ie arrival of Lamb, the messenger, with your dispatches of the 5-th 
instant. The next day, I wrote to the great chancellor, desiring, he would 
appoint me a day, when I could execute the orders [| had received. Upon 
which he desired me to come and spend the day with him on Sunday 
last at his country house, which I accordingly did and discoursed him 
very fully upon all the points of business | had in command. But I must 
defer untill next post giving your grace an account of what passed bet- 
ween us, as | am going to the great chancellor's again, this day, where 
seneral Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, is also invited in order to hold 
a conference upon the contents of your grace’s abovementioned letters. 
Rh. 23-d August. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 3-d August o. s. (14-th August) 1751, 


My lord. Your grace will have seen, by my letter by, the last post, 
iat I had spent the Sunday before with the great chancellor in the country 
and that I was just going to do the same, again, and that general Bret- 
lack was also to be there. 

| shall now do myself the honour to acquaint your grace that, in 
ny first conference. with the great chancellor, I*read to him, as I was 
dered, the paper inclosed in your grace’s secret letter, by Lamb, of the 
5-th of July, being the answer to the two papers of reasonings and re- 
hetions, which I had transmitted to your grace: the one in Mareh, by 
Lamb, the messenger, and the other my letier of the 23-d of April, by 
(lie way of Vienna. 

The great chancellor, not contented to make me read it very slowly 
ind distinctly, gol me to explain to him in german such parts of it as 
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his imperfect knowledge of the french did not let him clearly understand 
Alter 1 had done he expressed his entire satisfaction with the affection 
and regard which His Majesty had shown through the whole paper fo 
the Empress, his mistress. He was beginning to pomt out some places t 
me, where he thought our court had not rightly understood him in th 
last paper I transmitted to your grace, particularly where he mentions 
the maritime powers taking a body of sixty thousand men into their pay 
that it was not his meaning that any subsidy should be paid for thos: 
troops, untill the case existed, when they were to mareh; but, eutting 
short, he said he would make a reply to the paper | was reading to hiu 
and hoped he should explain his thoughts in a clearer manner, In th 
meaniime he would have me be persuaded that he was preaching 
scheme of oeconomie to us: that France was not idle and vet less sparin: 
of her money to make friends; for that she had, lately (and the cour 
of Dresden could vouch it) not only insinuated a desire of sending a mi 
nister hither, if this court would send one to France, but that she was 
pisposed to give this court a subsidy of four hundred thousand duvats pe 
annum, if they would enly engage themselves not to furnish their allies 
any greater succours, than what they are now obliged to do by treaty; 
and that he, the chancellor, was offered forty thousand dueats for lis 
good offices. 

Before we had done with this subject, the chancellor desired I woul 
let him have a copy of the paper I had been reading to him; which | 
agreed to and delivered to him on Tuesday last upon his promising, as | 
fold him it was my orders, that he would show it only to the Empress 
and not suffer the vice-chancellor or any persons he could not depend 
upon to have a sight of it. 

The next thing I went upon was the subject of your grace’s yer 
secret letter of the 5-th of June, by Lamb. 

I began by m-r Akerhielm desiring to know if he had any accouuts 
from m-r Panin of that gentleman’s pursuing, at the ensuing diet, thw 
design he had formed, at the conclusion of the last, of setting up for tu 
marshal of the diet’s place, acquainting the chancellor at the same tine 
that in that case His Majesty was willing to give a sum not exceeding 
one thousand pounds to m-r Akerhielm to promote his election, provided 
the Empress of Russia will advance the same sum, on her part, for tat 
purpose. The great chancellor told me that nothing could to be sure cuu- 
tribute more towards giving another turn to affairs in Sweden, than w-! 
Akerhielm’s being marshal of the diet, but that m-r Panin did not men- 
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ion one Word, in any of his late letters, of such a design existing any 
nore; on the contrary, that he wrote general Lieven was the persoa, who, 
very body thought, had the fairest chance for that post. On which ocea- 
sion, | asked the great chancellor's opinion of that gentleman and acquainted 
iim With the advice your grace had received concerning his not being 
vleased with some of the leading senators, and the independent interest 
i¢@ was supposed to have with the king. The chancellor said, m-r Panin’s 
letters spoke neither good, nor bad of him, but that they always thought 
iim here a very warm partisan of France. At least, | know, he was. so, 
vhilst | was in Sweden and trusted with all the schemes that could 
ulyvanee the interest of that party. It was he who commanded the detach- 
nent of guards which beset my house, when Springer had taken refuge 
‘here. 

To return to m-r Akerhielm the great chancellor said that the Empress, 
iis mistress, would very readily advance one thousand pounds, on her part, 
‘y promote m-r Akerhielm’s election; but that, neither His Majesty, nor’ 
‘ie Empress might throw away their money, he would send orders, the 
very next day, to m-r Panin by estafette to sound the disposition of m-r 
\kerhielm and let him, the chancellor, know, as soon as possible, what 


iopes there were of suceess, supposing m-r Akerhielm resumed the de- 


sign of being a candidate for the marshal’s staff. These orders are actually 
sone, as the great chancellor told me, on Tuesday last, but I could not 
‘rite to m-r Akerhielm by that opportunity, as 1 am ordered, for an 
estafette is only an extraordinary post and the letters sent that way, as 
iisale as by the ordinary post except they be wrote in cypher. I told 
‘ie chancellor, on this occasion, that the diet according to all advices, 
being to meet a fortnight sooner, than was expected, whatever attempts 
vere made in favour of m-r Akerhielm, would, | feared, come too late. 
lhe chancellor was of the same opinion and said, it would however con- 
vince m-r Akerhielm of His Majesty’s and the Empress’s good intentions 
and good will towards him. 

This point of business being settled, I discoursed the chancellor next 
upon the aflairs of Turkey and communicated to him the extract your 
vrace had sent me of m-r Porter’s last letter. | represented to him the 
uecessity of sending, immediately, a new minister to Constantinople, since 
i appeared that the want of one was the occasion of our affairs there 
uot being in so good a way, as they have been. 1, likewise, told him 
low careful he ought to be to let the choice fall upon one who is per- 
lvctly well intentioned, as an ill disposed man (as the late m-r Nepluief 











ES re 





— 262 — 


was) might do more hurt in Turkey, than here. The great chancelloi 
agreed to all this and desired, I would give him a short pro memoria o! 
what | had said to him in writing, which I did not seruple doing, and 
I know he has, since, sent it to the Empress with his own remarks upon 
it. There is actually at Constantinople a major on the part of this court, 
Who was sent from the frontier; but he has no character and is only to 
be there per interim and fill a minister comes. Your grace will hardly 
believe me, when I tell you that the only reason of this delay in sending 
a new minister to Constantinople is the small debt of about twelve thou 
sand pounds, which this court owes there for a rich silver Kass ani 
other things, taken up by their orders for presents to some of the chie! 
ininisters of the Porte. 

What is above is an account of what passed in my first conference 
with the great chancellor. In the second (at which general Bretlack assisted ) 
the affairs of Saxony and Denmark were the chief subject of our dis- 
course. 

I took notice to the great chancellor of what is said in the paper, 
of which I left with him a copy relating to Saxony and the endeavours. 
Which this court should use to bring the king of Poland to an immediate 
resolution of giving his eleetoral vote to the arehduke Joseph and 
acceding to the treaty of 1746. Count Keyserling’s conduet was likewise 
animadverted upon in the manner it deserves. To which the chancelloi 
answered that | might assure your grace that the affair of the accession 
was, now, a thing certain; and that the court of Dresden could not go 
back from the strong assurances they had lately given here of their inten 
tion to bring it to an immediate conclusion. But what may oceasion still 
a little longer delay is that neither here, nor at Dresden, they care ge 
neral Arnheim should have any hand in this negotiation, who, for that 
reason, has actually received his letters of revocation, and m-r Funk, the 
resident, new credentials, as envoy extraordinary, and will soon after m-r 
Arnheim’s departure have full powers sent him to put a finishing hand to 
this work. That, as to the electoral vote, it would, of course, follow the 
accession, especially, as according to the accounts they have here. The 
difference between the demands of the court of Dresden and the offers, 
made by England, was so small, that m-r Flemming’s negotiation could 
hardly misearry, on that account, and the great chancellor told us that 
we were to take no umbrage at the arrival of m-r Durand, the frene| 
minister at Dresden, who, as the saxon resident had assured him, in thie 
name of m-r Briihl, was not charged with any thing, that he had nol, 
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even, credentials to the king, to whom he had been presented by the swe- 
lish minister. Pains have been taken, as your grace will have heard from 
sir Charles Hanbury Williams, to oblige m-r Keyserling t) ask for his 
recall; but 1 do uot find they have had any  effeet, as yet: on the con- 
trary, he seems to grow angry and to threaten. 

Count Lynar’s negotiation (which as | have already acquainted your 
vrace, the great chancellor favours very much) was, | believe, one of the 
chief reasons of his desiring general Bretlack and | should meet together 
at his house in the country. The great chancellor mentioning count Lynar, 
as it were accidentally, said he had heard, | had received no orders con- 
cerning his affairs with the grand duke. | answered him, | had not, nor 
could it be expected His Majesty would have sent me any without either 
being applyed to by the Empress of Russia or the king of Denmark. He 
agreed it could not; and wondering no applications had been. made, ordered 
immediately that m-r Lynar should be desired to come to him, the next 
day, when he told general Bretlack and me, he would desire count Lynar 
(0 dispatch immediately a courier, le has waiting here, to his court to 
let them know, it was his, the great chaneellor’s, advice that his danish 
majesty should take immediately that step not only at our court, but at 
Vienna and the Hague. 

Gieneral Bretlack repeated, on this oceasion, what we had often told 
ihe chancellor before, that the more the court of Denmark had the suecess 
of this negotiation at heart, the more we should insist on their coming 
into their true and natural system, which, the chancellor agreed, was 
right and promised things should not be concluded on any other foot: 
I. 27-th Angust. P. R. O. Russia, 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 180. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 10-th August o. s. (2l-st August) 1751. 


My lord. On Tuesday 1 was again with the great chancellor at his 
country house; but as there was a great deal of company, it being his 
lady’s birthday, I had no opportunity to talk to him about any business 
lowever by some loose and general discourse, which dropt. I find they 
begin to think here that, at the next diet in Sweden, all the declarations 
iiade by the present king, at his accession, will be explained away. What 
loundation they have for these suspicions, I know not, unless it be the 
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little dependanee which is to be had on any promises and assurances, 
that are given, at that court, as long as the present ruling party has the 
majority at the diet. On the return of the estafette, which the great chan- 
cellor lately dispatched to Stockholm, I shall have matter as I am given 
to understand to redispatch Lamb, the messenger, to your grace. R. 6-th 
September. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 27-th August 175] 


All in the new cypher. Sir. | have received your letters of the 
20-th, 238-d and 30-th past and have laid them before the King. 

I am glad to find that Lamb was arrived and that you had had om 
conference with the chancellor upon the contents of his dispatches and 
was, soon, to have another. | hope by the disposition you mention the 
chancellor Bestuchef to be in that those dispatehes will not have been 
unsatisfactory, though they may not come up at present to what they wish 

The King was glad to find that count Lynar had renewed his ne 
gotiation and I hope with a prospect of success. I may in confidence 
acquaint you that France and Prussia are extremely apprehensive of it; 
and, therefore, it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should assist couut 
Lynar to the utmost of your power and acquaint him that you have re- 
ecived repeated orders for that purpose. If this point can be carried il 
may raise count Lynar’s credit at his court, which is what His Majesty 
would be very glad of, as knowing this minister’s good intentions aud 
how much France and Prussia are determined to exclude him, if possible. 

It would, also, have a good effect with the king of Denmark and 
might, by degrees, produce some change in the conduct and system ol 
that court, especially, if the ensuing diet in Sweden should take any step 
that should tend to an alteration of their form of government. 

The grand duke of Russia is represented, still, to be extremely averse 
to this measure; but, if the Empress persists in it and (as is pretended) 
both the chancellor and vice-chancellor are for it, and it is espoused, as 
it will now be, by you and the austrian and dutch ministers, it is pos- 
sible that the grand duke’s aversion to it may be got the better of. His 
strong declarations against it and seeming threats towards Denmark may 
fling his danish majesty absolutely into the hands of Sweden, France and 
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Prussia and induce him, at last, to enter into the quadruple alliance, which 
is so much desired by the courts of Versailles and Berlin. 

I have good reason to think that marshal Léwendahl is far from being 
satisfied: with his situation in France or that the French are much dis- 
posed towards him. As you have formerly mentioned the want of officers 
in the russian service capable to be at the head of their armies, it is 
possible an advantageous offer to m-r de Liwendahl might engage him to 
return to the russian service, and His Majesty thinks it would be a good 
acquisition. 

Since writing what is above, I have received your letter of the 3-d 
instant, and though I have not had an opportunity of receiving any orders 
from the King upon it, | am persuaded His Majesty will be very glad to 
lind that the chancellor Bestuchef received, in so right a manner, the 
answer | had sent you by the King’s order, seemed pleased with it and 
was determined to make a reply to rectify some mistake he apprehended 
‘here was, as to the real meaning of his former paper. [ shall be impa- 
tient for this reply and wish it may be so reasonable an one, that it may 
be practicable for us to agree to it. M-r Bestuchef sees by the present 
answer that His Majesty has the best disposition to enter into the  stric- 
lest union and friendship with the Empress of Russia and is far from dif- 
(ering in opinion, as to the real interests of the two courts or the powers 
whom we ought to cultivate, or those with whom we ought to be upon 
our guard. . 

| am so glad to find m-r Bestuchef approved the proposal relating 
-lo m-r Akerhielm. If it should not have its effect, it would, however, con- 
vince that honest minister and all his friends that they are not abandoned 
by the King and the ©zarina. 

There are, certainly, great dissensions rising at Stockholm. It is thougt 
count Tessin will lay down. 

(ood use may be made of these differences between the ill intentioned, 
and m-r Panin should be directed to endeavour to turn them to the best 
ulvantage. 

As His Majesty has no minister in Sweden, I should be glad to have 
constant accounts from you of the reports made by m-r Panin of the si- 
‘uation of things there. You will continue to press the sending a minister 
‘) Turkey in whom the chancellor can confide. 

I wonder you did not think yourself authorized by many of my let- 
ers to assist count Lynar in his negotiation. It appears plainly to be of 
‘lie greatest importance to promote the suecess of this negotiation; and, 
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therefore, you will do your uimost towards it and engage general Bretlack 
and m-r Swart to do the same. 

If the condition proposed by general Bretlack and you (viz-t, thai 
the court of Denmark should adhere to the true and natural system) could 
be obtained, it would be a great work indeed. But, perhaps, though that 
should not be brought about at first, it may come in time, when his danish 
majesty sees, he owes the success of couut Lynar’s negotiation to the King 
and his allies. 

I have, actually, by the Kings order, sent a project of a treaty, nea 
three weeks ago, to Dresden, whereby His Majesty agrees to the subsidy 
asked by count Flemming, but insists on the electoral vote and the acces- 
sion to the treaty of 1746. | apprehend no difficulty, but about the sti- 
pulation of troops. The court.of Saxony is so unreasonable, as to expec 
a great subsidy, and not so much as to engage for any number of troops 
whatever, P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 638. 


N 182. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 17-th August o. s. (28-th August) 175 


My lord. I find I shall redispateh Lamb, the messenger, to your grace 
a great deal sooner, than | expeeted. General Bretlack, m-r Swart and 
| dined yesterday with the great chancellor at his country house, where 
after dinner, he led us all three into his closet and delivered to us a 
reply to the answer returned by His Majesty’s order to the two papers ol 
reflections, which I transmitted fo your grace in March and April last. 
In this reply a great deal of friendship and regard is shown for His Ma- 
jesty and a very warm zeal for the support of the common cause; bu 
they insist strongly on their first demand. The great chancellor told me 
he would be ready with his dispatches for the Hague and London by Tuesday 
next and that, if I then sent for the necessary passports, they should be 
delivered to me; so that, as Lamb will leave this place that evening 01 
next day, I shall give your grace no farther trouble by this post. R. 9-1) 
September. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. \& 638. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 20-th August o. s. (3l-st August) 1751. 


Secret. My lord. | am now to redispatech Lamb, the messenger, to 
your grace with an answer to the letters you honoured me with by him 
of the 5-th July. 

The paper inclosed in your grace’s secret letter of the abovementioned 
date, viz-t, the answer to the two papers of reflections which I transmitted 
io you in March and April last, I not only read to the great chancellor, 
as your grace will have seen by my letter of the 3-d instant, but, as | 
liad liberty to do, gave him a copy of it upon his assuring me he would 
not show it to any person he could not depend upon. I also acquainted 
your grace in my said letter with the short remarks which the great chan- 
cellor had made upon the first reading of the abovementioned answer; now 
| here inclose to your grace his farther thoughts and reflections upon the 
same paper, which are to serve as a full reply, but as he repeated se- 
veral times to general Bretlack, m-r Swart and me, this reply did not 
come from him in his ministerial capacity, but as from a triend who wished 
lo see the. liberties of Europe and the respective interests of the Empress, 
lis mistress, and her allys settled upon such a solid foundation, as neither 
ihe malice envy or ambition of other powers could shake. To obtain this 
end your grace will observe that the great chancellor continues in the 
pinion that the concurrence of the maritime powers in the prineiples laid 
down in the paper called «R¢flexions sur les moyens de prevenir les 
mauvaises suites ete. etc.» is the only effectual means. 

It were indeed to be wished that this court would as they might, if 
they pleased, act a part more consistent with their power and dignity. All 
the funds appropriated for the support of their numerous army, their fleet 
and other colleges answer so fully, that.so far from being deficient, there 
are often at the end of the year considerable savings, so that with a 
little management the extraordinary expence of keeping on the frontiers 
ie army now there would fall very easy and light upon them; but the 
inisfortune is that the funds for the support of the court (though as I 
am eredibly informed near two millions of roubles per annum) fall every 
year short, to make up which and to supply the Empresses necessities 
ie savings made in other branches of the revenue are frequently called 
lor, and how to find a remedy to this is beyond the ability of any mi- 
nister here, unless it be by foreign subsidies. 
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The chancellor dwells much upon that part of the answer your grace 
sent me, where the necessity of taking proper preventive measures is 
acknowledged and wonders that we should plead the load of our national 
debis, as an excuse for not granting so small a subsidy as that desired 
for the keeping of the russian troops on the frontiers, when it apparently 
is the chief, if not the only means of paying off those debis, by securing 
a lasting peace. They have net been so clear with me as to tell me how 
much they expected, but I have reason to believe that if the convention 
was made to last as long as His Majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746, 
they would be contented with sixty thousand pounds per annum; and as 
this subsidy need not commence before May next, the necessary disposi- 
tions for the support of those troops being already made ’till then, it would 
only be five years, which in all would make three hundred thousand pounds. 

As to Saxony, the chancellor continues to assure me, the affair o! 
the accession will soon be brought to its perfection; | foresee however a 
little longer delay by a willfull neglect, | am afraid, of the court of Dresden 
who it seems have not yet returned an answer to the court of Vienna. 
though they were invited to accede to the treaty of 1746 by the empress 
queen, as well as the Empress of Russia. To rectify this, | am therefore 
desired to send this messenger through Dresden and write to sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams to desire m-r Briihl that this formality may not only 
be no longer deferred, but either by the austrian minister at Dresden o1 
by the saxon minister at Vienna the court of Vienna may be fortwitli 
required to send full powers to general Bretlack, the austrian ambassador 
at this court. This messenger is also the bearer of a reseript from the 
Empress to count Keyserling, wherein he is ordered to make the court of 
Dresden sensible of the irregularity of their conduet and great want ol 
attention to the empress-queen on this oecasion. R. 17-th September by 
Lamb. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. M 63. 


Eclaircissements pour servir de réplique 4 la réponse aux deux 
pieces, nommées «Pensées vagues» et lautre «Réflexions 
sur les moyens de prévenir les mauvaises suites etc. 


La justice que l’on a rendue en Angleterre & la facon de penser de 
la cour de Russie sur la situation présente des affaires de |’Europe et sui 
la nécessité indispensable oi se trouvent les alliés de prendre a temps les 
mesures convenables pour assurer la tranquillité publique contre les atten 
tats de ceux qui voudraient la troubler au préjudice de la cause commune 
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et de la Grande-Bretagne en particulier ne saurait qu’étre fort approuvée 
de tous les bien intentionnés. 

Qn reconnait de méme de la part de la Russie que, taut pendant le 
cours de la derniére guerre, que depuis le rétablissement de la paix par 
le traité d’Aix la Chapelle, Sa Majesté Britannique s'est employée avec 
vele et une générosité incomparable pour la conservation de l’équilibre et 
du repos de l'Europe. 

Mais on croit étre tres fondé davancer qu’afin dobtenir pour lavenir 
ces deux buts salutaires, il ne reste a la Grande-Bretagne autre moyen 
que celui qui lui a été indiqué dans les «Réflexions sur les moyens 
de prévenir les mauvaises suites etc.». Ce que lon va prouver plus 
au long par les écliircissements suivants qui feront en méme temps con- 


waitre que les mesures proposées seront peu onéreuses et en échange inti- 
niment utiles a cette couronne. 

Sa Majesté Britannique, depuis la conclusion du traité d’ Aix la Chapelle, 
a pensé parvenir a consolider la paix et & maintenir équilibre de /Europe 
par Pélection immédiate de larchidue Joseph a la dignité de roi des Ro- 
inaines, par ses liaisons avee Jes princes (Allemagne et tant par son acces- 


sion, que par celles qui devaient s’en suivre, au traité défensif de 1746 
conclu entre les deux impératrices. Tout lunivers est informé avee quelle 
ardeur le roi de Prusse, aidé de la France, a jusqu’a présent contrecarré 
le premier de ces objets et combien on est encore éloigné de voir amener 
a une fin désirée la dite élection, d’autant plus qu’outre les électeurs de 
Cologne et Palatin, la Franee a gagné depuis peu les cours de Wolfen- 
biittel, Saxe-Gotha, Wurtemberg, Bareuth et Deux-Ponts, au lieu que lAngle- 
terre na actuellement en Allemagne, a l'exception de l’électeur de Baviére, 
presque aucun prince attaché a ses intéréts, 

Il est vrai qu’en conséquence des soins que Sa Majesté Impériale de 
loutes les Russies s'est donnés, il y a toute apparence que la Saxe ne tar- 
era pas daccéder au traité de 1746 et qu'elle entrera méme incessamment 
aveé Sa Majesté Britannique en des engagements plus particuliers; mais on 
laisse a décider & ce monarque éelairé si un accroissement de force, si 
peu considérable, est suffisant pour contrebalancer les forces réunies de la 
lrance et de la Prusse avec les susdits princes de lempire. Il est indu- 
bitable que Sa Majesté en reconnaitra l’insuffisance. 

De l'autre cété, d’ou les puissances maritimes pourront-elles doréna- 
vant tirer les forces nécessaires pour les opposer & ceux qui voudraient 
rompre la paix, si ce nest de la Russie? Puisque tous les princes allemands 
‘le quelque considération ont pris des engagements avec la France et que 








l'on a déja fait voir dans les «Réflexions sur les moyens de prévenir 
etc.» que les auires alliés de la Grande-Bretagne ne manqueraient pas, en 
cas de rupture, d@tre occupés chez eux. 

Le cas du commencement de la dernitre guerre, que Von espére qui 
n’existera plus, ne pourrait done qu’exister trop tot, si l’on ne se sert du seul 
moyen qui reste pour réprimer l’'ambition des princes inquiets qui ayant 
un fort parti de lié s‘imagineraient é@tre assez puissants pour rompre impu- 
nément la paix, quand bon il leur semblerait. 

Les anciennes mauvaises intentions de la France et de la Prusse ne 
se sont-elles pas manifestées depuis quelques mois plus que jamais. par 
leurs menées communes en Allemagne, par les subsides dont la premitre 
de ces couronnes distribue actucllement un plus grand nombre aux princes 
de Tempire, qu'elle n’a fait au milieu de la dernitre guerre, par les gros 
emprunts que, depuis la mort du prince de Galles, la méme_ couronne a 
faits et par ses autres préparatifs par terre et surtout par mer qu'elle 
continue sans relache. 

Ainsi n’est-il pas indispensablement nécessaire que dés a présent et 
sans différer jusqu’a Vextrémité ott lon s'est trouvé lors du commence- 
ment de la dernitre guerre, les puissances maritimes songent a s’assurer 
par des subsides d’un corps de troupes russes assez considérable pour qu'il 
soit en état d’arréter les mauvais desseins de ceux qui voudraient trouble 
de nouveau la tranquillité publique, afin de renverser peut-étre pendant 
la minorit4é, si malheureusement il en arrivait une en Angleterre, l'équi- 
libre de l'Europe? 

Quoi qu’on ne disconvienne pas que vu les efforts qu’a faits la Grande- 
Bretagne pendant la derniére guerre les dettes nationales n’y aient augmenté 
et quil ne lui faille du repos pour se refaire; cependant on peut hardi- 
ment avancer que l’unique moyen de conserver ce repos, c'est que cette 
couronne pense trés sérieusement a se fortifier tellement au dehors qu'aucun 
de ses envieux n’ose remuer; car alors, et seulement alors, elle peut se 
flatter d’avoir tout le loisir de payer ses dettes, sans quelle doive appre 
hender qu’elles augmentent par le peu de subsides qu'elle fournirait pour si 
procurer un aussi grand bien que lest une paix durable. 

Si, au contraire, par un esprit d’épargne mal enfendu, on néglige a 
prendre & temps des arrangements si sages, on jouira peut-étre encore une 
année de la paix et on sauvera par la, a la vérité, cette année quelques 
centaines de milliers de fivres sterling, mais l'année d’aprés la guerr 
venant a éclore, puisqu’on ne l'aurait pas prévenue en se mettant d’avance 
avec peu de frais dans un état de force respectable, on dépensera des mi! 





ions sans que l'on puisse prévoir comment, malgré toutes ces dépenses, on 
en tirera. A cette occasion il est bon de se souvenir que si les puis- 
sances maritimes wayaient pas différé année 1746, aprés Vheureuse cam- 
pagne en Italie, la conclusion du traité des subsides pour la marche de 
30 m. Russes, elles seraient sorties sans doute deux années plustdt de 
'embarras de la derniére guerre et avec infiniment moins de perte et de 
dépenses en conservant Berg-op-Zoom et toute la Flandre hollandaise, de 
iéme que plusicurs millions de livres sterling. 

ll est done également de la prudence et de Vintérét des puissances 
maritimes de ne pas tarder d’oflrir & la Russie des subsides pour un corps 
de troupes qu'elle entretiendrait sur Jes frontidres de la Livonie, pret a 
voler a leur secours et capable d’imposer aux perturbateurs du repos de 
Europe. Si le nombre de 60 m. hommes, dont on a cru que ce corps 
levrait étre composé, parait trop-fort, on n’a qu’a convenir de 30 m. 
hommes ou de tel nombre que les puissances maritimes jugeront suffisant 
avee'la clause, qu’en cas que ceux-ci fussent obligés de se mettre en marche 
comme ils s’y tiendraient toujours préts au premier ordre, si ce qui re- 
varde leur marche actuelle aura été d’abord réglé suivant quwil a été pro- 
posé), de les remplacer d’un pareil nombre aux mémes conditions. Si Pon 
ie juge pas a propos d’étendre le terme de la convention jusqu’a la fin 
de la minorité qui pourrait survenir en Angleterre, on n'a qu’a_ stipuler 
pour trois, quatre a cing ans, selon qu'on le eroira’ nécessaire. 

Kt comme la république des Provinces Unies et lélectorat de Ha- 
uovre mont pas moins a craindre des vues ambitieuses de leurs  voisins 
\wils ne sont que trop a portée d’entreprendre contre eux, au moins par 
un coup de main, il ne faut pas douter qu’ils ne concourent avec joie aux 
iiesures que Angleterre voudra prendre avee la Russie pour cet effet. 
Dans ce cas-la la Hollande pourrait supporter un ticrs du’ subside en ques- 
‘ion et le Hanovre un dixiéme, en- sorte qu'il resterait a la charge de 
‘Angleterre moins de deux tiers par an; ce qui est si peu de chose que 
ce serait faire un tort essentiel a cette couronne que de vouloir la meé- 
vager pour une somme si modique eu éyard aux suites funestes que pour- 
rile avoir un tel ménagement, si les cnvieux s’en prévalaient pour lui 
lumber inopinément sur les bras et lengageaient dans une nouvelle guerre, 
pendant laquelle loin de payer les anciennes dettes, la Grande-Bretagne 
serait obligée de contracter des nouvelles, d’autant plus grosses qu'elle 
aurait attendu une certaine extrémité. 

Mais on est trop persuadé de la pénétration et de la sagesse du gou- 
‘ernement britannique pour douter qu'il ne soit trés convaincu de la vé- 
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rité des faits et de la solidité des raisons que l'on vient d’exposer et on 
a, par conséquent, tout lieu despérer qu’elles produiront Veflet désiré au 
grand avantage de la Grande-Bretagne en particulier et de la bonne caus: 
en général, pour l’avancement de laquelle la Russie ne saurait s'intéresse: 
plus sineérement ni plus efficacement qu'elle ferait par les moyens qui 
ont été proposés tant daus les réflexions souvent alléguées, que dans l’écri| 
présent. 

Si cependant, contre toute attente, la Grande-Bretagne conduite pai 
un certain esprit d’épargne continuait a décliner la conclusion d'un te! 
engagement avec la Russie, elle ne doit pas trouver mauvais que cette 
couronne pour éparguer de son cdté les grosses sommes qu'elle a jusqu'ici 
employées pour lentretien de ses troupes en Livonie et Courlande, en fasse 
retirer vingt & trente mille hommes de ces frontiéres, afin de les distri 
buer dans lintérieur de ses états, od elles lui codteront infiniment moins. 

Mais il est aisé a prévoir que par ce moyen le bon effet que les 
alliés ont ressenti jusqu’ici des mémes troupes russes placées sur les frou 
-liéres, cessera tout d’un coup au grand dommage de la cause commune 
Mais comme d'un cété leur entretien y vient plus cher a la Russie, que 
les subsides accordés par la convention de 1747 ne se montaient pas e' 
que de l'autre part cette puissance n’a de son coté point d’attaque a craindre 
du roi de Prusse, lequel une armée de Cosaques et de Calmuques peu 
seule tenir en appréhension et respect, elle a toute la raison du monde 
de ne pas vouloir plus longtemps supporter ces frais, aussitét que l’Angle- 
terre par la part qu’elle refuserait d’y prendre les jugera inutiles, P. RK. 0. 
* Russia. 1751. N 63. 


N 184. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 20-th August o. s. (3l-st August) 175! 


Very secret. My lord. 1 have nothing to add to what I had the 
honour to write to your grace in my letter of the 3-d instant concerning 
m-r Akerhielm, the great chancellor not having yet received an answe' 
to the orders he sent to m-r Panin by estafette, upon my acquaintiig 
him with His Majesty’s gracious intentions towards that gentleman in order 
{0 promote his election to be marshal of the diet. We continue here 
opinion that these offers will come too late and that the ruling party |! 
Sweden has already secured a majority in the house of nobles for general 
Lieven. 





The last time I was with the chancellor he told me that the pro 
memoria I had put into his hands, urging the necessity of sending imme- 
diately a proper minister to the Porte, had had a very good effect and 
that I might assure your grace one should soon be named and such as 
m-r Porter, His Majesty’s ambassador, and the minister of the empress- 
queen would be entirely satisfyed with. 

The Empress according to the great chancellor's informations having 
let drop amongst some of her favorite ladys, as if she intended to go to 
Moscow, as soon as the sledging season is set in, | am required to beg 
of your grace to be so kind as to tell count Czernichew that such a re- 
port has reached your ears and from the approaching meeting of the diet 
in Sweden or any other proper arguments, that may occur to you, repre- 
sent the unseason ableness of such a journey in the present situation of 
the affairs in the north, when a diet is on the point of sitting in Sweden, 
where in all probability matters will be debated, which will deserve her 
most serious attention and require her quickest resolutions. 

I am likewise desired by the chancellor to caution your grace not 
to show or speak one word to count Czernichew about the paper of Eclair- 
cissements etc. inclosed in my other letter. The chancellor told me your 
srace had given count Czernichew a copy of the «Réponse aux deux 
papers etc.», which I had received by Lamb. That by good fortune he 
had made no use of it, but in a letter to him the great chancellor, ho- 
wever, aS nobody but the Empress, his mistress, and himself were acquain- 
ied with these transactions, he begged leave to renew his request that 
your grace would never speak to count Czernichew about any thing of a 
secret nature, before you perceived by his orders and instructions that he 
was acquainted with it. 

The Empress is come to no resolution as yet upon the proposal made 
by the great chancellor of removing count Golowkin to England in the 
room of count Czernichew, but he has still hopes that it will meet with 
her approbation, Her Imperial Majesty is expected in town on the 29-th instant 
to fix here. R. 17-th September by Lamb. P. BR. 0. Russia. 1751. \ 63. 


N 185. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 3l-st August o. s. (11-th September) 1751. 
My lord. Since the departure of Lamb, the messenger, m-r Funk, 


the saxon resident, has been with me and told me in confidence that he 
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had received, by an express from his court, the necessary instructions 
and full powers to conclude the long depending affair of. his polish ma- 
jesty’s accession to the treaty of seventeen hundred and forty six, and 
as the chief points are already settled between the two courts and that we 
doubt not but full powers will be sent to general Bretlack, as soon as the 
court of Dresden has notified to that of Vienna the resolution they are 
come to, this work cannot meet with much longer delay. The Empress is 
now in town and general Arnheim will have his audience of leave to- 
morrow. In justice to Lamb, the messenger, I must acquaint your grace 
that, though my letters by him are dated the 20-th, I could not dispatch 
him from hence before the 25-th instant in the afternoon. R. 24-th Sep- 
tember. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


N 186. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 10-th September o. s. (21-st September) 1751. 


My lord. Since my letter of the 31-st August nothing has passed 
here worth giving your grace the trouble of a letter nor should I do it 
now, only I would not let three posits go away without writing. All last 
week was taken up in paying our court to the Empress and the royal 
family on their return to town and in partaking of the feasts and rejoi- 
cings made on Thursday last, the 5-th instant, which was Her Imperial 
Majesty’s names day; on which occasion she was pleased to confer on the 
following gentlemen the order of St. Andrew, viz-i: count Rasumowsky, the 
hetman of Ukraine, general Buturlin, count Woronzow, the vice-chan- 
cellor, prince Jussupow, general and president of the college of commerce 
and general Apraxin, president of the college of war. Her Imperial Ma- 
jesty created, at the same time, a great number of other gentlemen, knights 
of the order of St. Alexander Newsky. 

On Sunday the 1-st instant general Arnheim, the saxon minister, 
had his audience of leave and this morning he set out on his return home. 
M-r Funk, the saxon resident, is now waiting to know the Empress’s 
pleasure with regard to the day he is to have his first audience and pre- 
sent his credentials, as envoy extraordinary. 

A few days ago, I received by the way of Dresden His Majesty's 
letter to the Empress of Russia notifying the birth of the princess of which 
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ier royal highness, the princess of Wales, was lately delivered; which 
le(ter I shall take care to present in the usual manner. 

P. §. Just as 1 am sending this to the post, I receive the honour 
of your grace’s letter of the 2-d August, what is the reason of its ha- 
ving been so long in making its way I am not able to judge {ill it is 
decyphered. R. 4-th October, P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Ne 187. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 14-th September o. s. (25-th September) 1751. 


My lord. I had just time to acquaint your grace on Tuesday last 
that I had received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 2-d August, 
which, since it is decyphered, came, I suppose, by the way of Vienna and 
was the occasion of its not coming to my hands in due course with other 
letters of that date from England. The next evening, as I happened to 
sup with the great chancellor at general Bretlack’s, I took an opportunity, 
though not a very proper time or place, to talk of business (there being 
a great deal of company) to inform them both of the orders | had received 
concerning count Lynar’s negotiation. 

The chancellor seemed pleased that I had such orders, but desired 
| would not speak of them to count Lynar, till he should tell me to do 
it, for that he and the other ministers of the chancery were now busy 
in drawing up an answer to some queries, the Empress had sent to them 
concerning this negotiation; and as soon as this answer was ready, he 
would consider of the time, when it would be the most proper for general 
Bretlack, m-r Swart and me to assist count Lynar and in what manner. 
The chancellor said he would desire me, in a day or two, to come to 
im that we might talk more fully upon this subject, but I have not 
heard from him as yet. In the report count Lynar has made to his court 
of the state of his negotiation, he is not, as I find, by the extract your 
vrace sent me of m-r Titley’s letter very well informed, who are his best 
iriends ‘here; for though he is not pleased to make any mention of me, 
yet both general Bretlack and m-r Swart will, | believe, readily own 
‘hat they were at first very much prejudiced against count Lynar’s ne- 
votiation and that it was 1 who brought them into another way of thin- 
king upon it, as a means of detaching the king of Denmark from his new 
iriends and allies, if rightly managed and conducted. The threats thrown 
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out to m-r Titley at Copenhagen, as if, in case of count Lynar’s misear. 
rying in his negotiation, they should be obliged to throw themselves into 
the arms of Prussia, are not to be minded. They have too much at hear 
and see too clearly the advantage of putting an end to all disputes bet- 
ween the house of Holstein and them to take a step which would not 
only render it impracticable, but give this court a pretence to renew and 
support the great duke’s claims and pretensions. As a_ proof that this is 
the way of thinking of the court of Denmark, I must let your grace know 
that count Lynar has orders to offer the great dutchess a pension of 12.000 
roubles a year during her life and to pay all her debts, which amount. 
at least, to 80.000 roubles, if she will prevail on her husband to agree 
to the exchange proposed; but count Lynar has been persuaded, hitherto, 
not to execute these orders, some ill consequences being apprehended from 
them by giving this princess a notion that she can have an influence 
over her husband in state affairs. 

The journey which we apprehended the Empress designed to take 
to Moscow is, God be thanked, laid aside, Her Imperial Majesty having 
declared publicly her intention that she would not go thither this year. 

P. S&. Just as 1 am going to send this to the post I receive the 
honour of your grace’s letter of the 27-th August. R. 7-th October. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Ne 188. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 27-th September 175! 


All in the new cypher. Sir. 1 am to acknowledge the favour of 
your letters of the 20-th of August by Lamb, the messenger, and of the 
31-st by the post. I have laid them all before the King and have the 
pleasure to assure you of His Majesty’s entire approbation of your conduct. 

I have not yet received the King’s commands upon your letters by 
Lamb, but hope very soon to do it. 

You will have heard from Dresden that sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams and m-r Calkoen had signed a treaty, sub spe rati, with count 
Briihl. By that treaty His Majesty and the States agree to give the sub- 
sidy demanded by the king of Poland, and for the time proposed, viz-( 
48.000 per annum for four years. All that was desired in return was a 
positive assurance of the electoral vote for the king of the Romans and 
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| stipulation for 6.000 men to be paid by the maritime powers in case 
f a rupture. 

The promise of the electoral vote is only given verbally by his polish 
inajesty; but that verbal promise is clogged with a condition that may 
render it of no effect: viz-t «pourvu que le tout se fasse selon les 
lois et les constitutions de [? Empire». And these are the very words 
suggested and made use of by the king of Prussia to defeat the whole, 
so that, though the king has immediately dispatched the ratifications, His 
Majesty has ordered sir Charles Williams to insist upon such an explana- 
tion of those doubtful words, as may secure the vote. 

And as to the troops, though the treaty itself only stipulates that 
they should be hired of Saxony in case either Great Britain, or Holland 
were attacked (which is a great restriction upon the first proposal: viz-t 
that of a rupture in Europe), yet count Briihl has contrived to make even 
that to depend upon a future convention, upon which also sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams is to require an explanation. 

Count Flemming is persuaded his court will give us satisfaction upon 
these two points; and, in that case, this great affair is happily concluded. 
But, considering the uncertainty and duplicity of the saxon ministers, it 
is not impossible that they may refuse it, and in that case (of which you will 
be informed by sir Charles Hanbury Williams), it is His Majesty’s pleasure 
that you should explain this whole affair to the chancellor Bestuchef and show 
iat the blame is not only singly to be laid on the court of Dresden, 
but also that, by this refusal, they show they never intended really to 
perform what was required of them; for both France and Prussia have at 
times agreed not to oppose the election upon this foot, because they know 
those words would be so interpreted by them. as to make the election 
impracticable. Sir Charles Hanbury Williams will have informed you of 
te extraordinary behaviour of count Keyserling upon the orders he re- 
ceived relating to the accession of Saxony to the treaty of 1746. I really 
suspect count Briihl may have a view to delay the accession by not re- 
turning an answer to the court of Vienna or accompanying that answer 
with some impracticable demand. 

If so: the only way to disappoint such a view is for general Bret- 
lack to have a full power to accept the accession of the king of Poland 
(for which m-r Funk, the saxon minister, has received his full power), 
without waiting for an answer in form to the invitation made two years 
ayo by the court of Vienna. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 2l-st September o. s. (2-d October) 1751 


My lord. By the posteript of my letter of the 14-th instant you 
grace will have seen that I had received the honour of your grace’s lette: 
of the 27-th August; the next day I wrote a letter to the great chan- 
cellor, acquainting him that I had -received some orders from my cour‘ 
which required my speaking to him as soon as possible, upon which he 
appointed me to come to him the Tuesday following at noon, when I toli 
him that having received repeated orders to assist count Lynar to the 
utmost of my power in his negotiation, I could defer no longer acquain 
ling that minister with it and hoped he would have no objection to it. 
The great chancellor said, he now approved of it entirely and that I might 
tell count Lynar that it was his, the chancellor’s fault, if I had not com- 
municated to him sooner the orders I had received, as he had desired to 
speak to me, before I did it; and that a slight indisposition had prevented 
his seeing me sooner. Accordingly I went directly from the chancellor's 
to count Lynar’s to whom | made this communication and took care to 
let him know that I had received repeated orders to be of all the assi- 
stance I could to him, and the reasons, why | did not acquaint him sooner; 
upon which he returned me many thanks and said he would not fail to 
give his court an account of what I had said to him by that evening’s 
post, who would have a very great sense of His Majesty's kindness. | 
had, afterwards, some discourse with count Lynar upon the state of his 
negotiation, and I find he has no great hopes of its being brought to a 
conclusion, before he leaves this court, but seems not to doubt of ils 
succeeding in time by the assistance of His Majesty and his allies. The 
great chancellor tells me that the chancery’s answer to the Empresses 
questions is ready and that they have insisted on it, as an wdtematum 
on the court of Denmark’s changing their system and adhering to their 
true and natural allies and that, indeed, this was the only inducemen' 
which could make the Empress have the success of this negotiation so 
much at heart, as to take any pains to persuade the grand duke to give 
his consent to it. I shall own to your grace did not think myself sufli- 
ciently authorised before the recept of your letters of the 2-d and 20-1) 
of August to be of any public assistance to count Lynar in his nego- 
tiation, as I find I must now be by the method the chancellor woul 
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have us take, which is to present a memorial signed by general Bretlack, 
m-r Swart aud me in case the representations made by the chancery 
should not have the desired effect. 

Having acquainted the chancellor that, as His Majesty had no minister 
in Sweden, your grace would be glad to have regular accounts from me 
of the reports made by m-r Panin of the situation of things there, he 
promised to let me have, from time to time, extracts of m-r Panin’s se- 
cret relations and gave orders accordingly in my presence to one of his 
secretaries. He told me that m-r Panin had wrote him, in his last, that it 
was impossible to get m-r Akerhielm chose marshal of this diet. His seere- 
tary had orders, at the same time, to send me an extract of this letter, 
but I have not yet received it. | mentioned to the chancellor the dis- 
sensions which your grace had an account were arising at Stockholm, 
between the ill intentioned party and that m-r Panin should be ordered to 
turn them to the best advantage; but the chancellor seemed not to know 
much of these differences and told me m-r Panin did, indeed, talk of some, 
but in a very loose and general manner and as not deserving much at- 
tention, before we see what turn affairs will take at the diet, where 
that party may be united again through their natural inclination to do 
mischief; for they are all alike, what they call here, in plain french: 
une troupe de scélérats. 

Having renewed my instances, as I am directed by your grace’s letter 
of the 27-th past o. s., to have a minister sent to Turkey, in whom the 
chancellor can confide, I find it is as good as settled, that m-r Alsutief, 
a counselor of the chancery and who was talked of several months ago 
shall go thither. He is not a person whom the chaneellor looks upon, as 
his friend, but general Bretlack and several others, who know him, think 
he is very fit and will do very well in that post. 

I did not acquaint the chancellor with what your grace says in your 
letter of the 27-th past o. s. concerning marshal Liévendahl, being willing 
io speak first to general Bretlack, who, I remembered, had a commission 
from the marshal’s own sister in his passage through Dresden hither to 
try to get him again into this service. | have since heard from general 
Bretlack that he has spoke about it several times to the chancellor, but 
his unwillingness to disoblige general Apraxin has prevented hitherto his 
laying such a proposal before the Empress, who, general Bretlack believes, 
would readily agree to it, if she knew marshal Lévendahl had any such 
thoughts. General Bretlack and I are agree that he should speak again 
to the great chancellor about the said marshal and let him know that I 
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had, also, orders to do the same. General Apraxin is a well intentioned 
honest, worthy gentleman and very able and fit for the post he is in of 
president of the college of war and of the commissariat, but in every- 
body’s opinion he would be very much out of his sphere, if placed at 
the head of an army. 

I did not let the great chancellor be unacquainted with the situation 
of affairs between our court and that of Dresden and that His Majesty had 
agreed to the subsidy asked by m-r Flemming, which gave him a great 
deal of pleasure; but I must do him the justice to say that he was down- 
right angry, when he heard that the court of Saxony was so unreaso- 
nable, as to make any difficulty about entering into the engagement for 
a number of troops and told me he would speak very plainly to the sa- 
xon resident here upon such an extraordinary proceeding of his court. 
By the orders the saxon resident has lately received concerning the acces- 
sion, I find his court will accede in the same manner His Majesty has 
done upon the footing of their former engagements; they likewise desire 
a secret declaration for the security and defence of their electoral domi- 
nions, in case they should be attacked upon that account, insisting farther 
that whever the casus joederis exists, the generals commanding in chief 
the troops on the frontiers should march to their assistance on the first 
requisition made on the part of the court of Saxony, and without waiting 
for orders from hence, which clause, I believe, they will hardly agree 
to here. R. 14-th October. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. 63. 


w% 190. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 28-th September o. s. (9-th October) 1751. 


My lord. A few days ago, as I was taking the air, I accidentally 
met the great chancellor who was doing the same; upon which we stopt 
and getting out of our coaches walked together for above a mile and 
talked over again the affairs depending at this court. He told me that, 
though his first intention was to lay before the Empress the chancery’s 
answer (which he had already acquainted me was ready) to her questions 
concerning count Lynar’s negotiation, before His Majesty and his allies 
passed any offices in this affair; yet, that it might appear as if the suc- 
cess of it was chiefly owing to His Majesty and his allies. He was now 
of opinion that it would be best fo lay, at one and the same time, be- 
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(ure his mistress both our representations and the chancery’s answer to 
ler questions; therefore, the chancellor desired, | would lose no time in 
secing general Bretlack and m-r Swart and concert with them a proper 
niemorial to be delivered on this occasion, which I have accordingly done 
and general Bretlack, who went into the country for a couple of days, 
oilered to draw one up during his stay there upon some hints count Lynar 
ad given us and that he would communicate this memorial to us, on 
iis return to town. 

I took this opportunity to speak to the chancellor about marshal Lé- 
vendahl and upon some disconrse which I knew general Bretlack had 
with him, the day before, upon the same subject. I found him so well 
lisposed, that he desired me to write to him a letter which he might 
lay before his mistress and mention therein the advice, your grace 
liad received of that general’s dissatisfaction’ with his situation in France 
aud of a possibility of engaging him to enter again into this service, if 
an advantageous offer was made to him. I complyed, the next day, with 
the chancellor’s request; but this morning he sent for me in a great hurry 
aud returned me my letter, saying that it had been translated in order 
0 be laid before the Empress, but very unluckily just as he was going 
(0 do it, he had found, by intercepted letters, all in marshal Lévendahl’s 
own hand writing, that he was engaged in a dangerous intrigue with some 
people here for the advancement of the french and prussian interests at 
this court. The chancellor recommended to me, in the strongest manner, 
to keep this advice very secret, none being acquainted with it, as yet, 
besides himself. 

In my letter of the 3-d August I informed your grace of the insi- 
nuations that had been made by France, through the court of Dresden to 
this of their desire of renewing a friendly correspondence and sending hither 
a minister, if the Empress would, on her part, send one to France. Though 
no answer was returned to these insinuations, yet the chancellor received 
one day, last week, a letter dated at Hamburg from m-r Guymont, a french 
minister, very well known by his negotiations at several courts in Italy 
and Germany. 

In this letter m-r Guymont -tells the chancellor that being so near 
as Hamburg to this place, he should be glad, if he thought it would not 
be unacceptable to pay his court to so great a princess, as the Empress; 
of whose eminent qualities he had heard so much ete. The chancellor 
immediately laid this letter before the Empress, wherein m-r Guymont ha- 
Vile, in the beginning, given her only the title of Czarish Majesty, she 
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was so much offended at all of it, that she ordered the chancellor no} 
to answer it himself, but to let one of his secretaries do it and acquain 
him, in a dry manner, that, as there were no ordinances here forbidding 
strangers to come into the Empress’s dominions, no reason could be see 
for him, or any body else, to ask that liberty. I am promised copies 0! 
both these letters, which I shall transmit to your grace by the first sale 
opportunity. 

When I was with the chancellor to day at noon, he put into my) 
hands the extracts of two of m-r Panin’s letters, but I must defer, til 
next post, making any use of them, as | must give a new turn to thie 
contents, least they should be the means of getting the key of my cypher. 
R. 23-d October. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. & 63. 


Ne 191. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. l-st October o. s. (12-th October) 1751 


My lord. In my letter by the last post I had the honour to inform 
your grace that the great chancellor had put into my hands two extracts 
of their minister's letters at Stockholm. I shall now acquaint your grace 
with the contents of those dispatches, which I have given another turn 
to and transposed in such a manner (though the sense and matter be 
the same), as will give them no opportunity, here, of getting the key ol 
my cypher, supposing they should open my letters, as they do those of 
all the other foreign ministers at this court. 

M-r Panin’s first letter is dated the 25-th of August and relates, 
chiefly, to senator Akerhielm. He says that the overture made by w-r 
Giuy Dickens, the british minister at Petersburg, concerning the King, lis 
master’s, intention of furnishing one thousand pounds towards procuriug 
m-r Akerhielm the marshal’s staff, was useless and unseasonable, as thie 
little time which remained to the meeting of the diet showed of itself the 
impossibility of succeeding in such an attempt, besides that for six moutlis 
that senator had, constantly, resided upon his estate, which was at a greal 
distance from Stockholm; that it was, indeed, true that considering 1-! 
Akerhielm’s great talents and known steadiness and resolution he was unqie- 
stionably the person, in all Sweden, whom the ruling party feared tle 
most and consequently the fittest and properest to be employed with any 
appearance of success, when a favourable opportunity offered. M-r Panin 





a 963 — 


runs next into a great complaint against m-r Guy Dickens, saying that 
‘hat minister must have been very negligent in his representations to his 
court, since he left that of Stockholm, which was now going four years, 
therwise His Britannick Majesty and his ministers could not possibly have 
waited so long as five weeks before the meeting of the diet to come to 
a resolution of assisting and supporting that worthy patriot, whose present 
disgrace and disagreeable situation are entirely owing to his attachment 
to England. M-r Panin, therefore, proposes that, though the abovementioned 
1.000 pounds can be of no use towards getting Akerhielm chosen marshal 
of this diet, yet that that sum should be given him, as a gratification for 
his past services and to enable him to make friends and support his inte- 
rest at the ensuing diet; that this would be doing no more, than what 
ihe Empress of Russia had done, since m-r Guy Dickens had left Sweden, 
which he hoped would meet with the less objection, as it could not be 
denied, but that the obligations of gratitude towards m-r Akerhielm ought 
(0 be as great, if not greater, on the side of England, than on that of 
Russia. After these complaints of our neglect of m-r Akerhielm, m-r Panin 
comes to young baron Gedda, whose situation is so cruel, he says, that 
ihe honor and justice of England and m-r Guy Dickens’s honor require 
some immediate relief should be given to him. That for these two years 
past, young Gedda had not received one farthing of the pension of two 
hundred pounds per annum, which m-r Guy Dickens, just before he lett 
England to go to Petersburg, had assured him should be paid him, and 
that, had it not been for a present of 1.000 roubles which the Empress 
lad made him, he must have wanted shoes, his father having entirely 
forsaken him, thinking that the least England can do for his son’s run- 
ning the hazard of meeting the fate which doctor Blackwell did, would 
be to provide him with cloaths and meat and drink. 

M-r Panin’s second letter is of the 13-th of September and short, 
but so very confused, that in several places 1 do not rightly understand 
it; I have however made a shift to pick out of it what follows. 

That no great good was to be expected from the divisions, which 
lad happened amongst the ruling party, as the chiefs of them, namely, 
ie queen and all the family of Lieven, on one side, and the senate on 
te other, being entirely devoted to France, that crown is always able, 
when she pleases, to reunite and bring them under the same colours; that 
things might, however, take quite another turn, if the maritime powers 
liad, at this time, ministers at Stockholm, who were active and provided 
with effectual means, as well as instructions for that purpose. M-r Panin 
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acknowledges, at the same time, that it was better to see two partys, 
though both ill intentioned, thus jarring tugether, than one ruling party, 
which should carry every thing before it without any opposition; and that 
it was plainly the interest of the Empress, his mistress, and her allies 
constantly to maintain and foment divisions in Sweden, though no other 
advantage should arise from it than the keeping them in continual disputes, 
which could not fail of throwing their domestic affairs into the greatest 
confusion. To prove this, m-r Panin says that, if once the court part) 
should be able to consolidate itself and that of the senate maintained, still, 
its superiority, that circumstance would have a very good effect; for the 
court party, having the king at their head, would not, easily, submit to 
the senate, but rather try to strengthen themselves, even at the expense 
of France and Prussia, and that, in like manner, the senateseeing the 
court party was for diminishing their authority would hardly come to an 
agreement with them upon those terms. This paragraph, as I have observed 
above, is not clear to me, as m-r Panin says, a little before, that the 
queen and the senate are devoted to France, unless by the party, which 
has the king at their head, m-r Panin means a distinct party from 
queen and senales. 

General Bretlack, m-r Swart and I are to meet after to-morrow to 
put a finishing hand to the memorial, we are to present upon count Ly- 
nar’s negotiation. 

A few days ago arrived here baron Matsan, the new danish mini- 


sier. Keceived 25-th October. P. R. O. Russia, 1751. Ne 63. 


M% 192. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 8-th October o. s. (19-th October) 1751 


My lord. The fine weather having kept general Bretlack a few days 
longer in the country, than he proposed, we did not meet before Sunday 
last about the memorial, we are to present concerning count Lynar’s ne- 
gotiation, but then we not only put a finishing hand to it, but signed il 
and are now waiting for a message from the great chancellor (who is a 
little indisposed) to know, when we shall ask for the conference, in whicli 
we are to deliver it (as he desired) in form to him and the vice-chan- 
cellor. As general Bretlack proposes to send a courier to his court in eigli! 


or ten days, I shall make use of that opportunity to transmit to your 





srace a copy of the said memorial, as also of the Empress’s queries to 
‘he chancery and their answers in relation to the proposals made by the 
court of Denmark for accomodating all differences with the grand duke. 

The last letters from Stockholm brought us an account that the diet, 
which met on the 16-th of last month having proceeded on the 19-th to 
ihe election of a marshal, count Hening Gyllenbourg had been chose by 
a great majority and that this had been done by the interest of the se- 
uate, with which, we are informed, the french ambassador. seeing their 
superiority, has thought proper to join in opposition to the king and queen 
and their party. The great chancellor's illness is the occasion of my not 
laving yet extracts of the last letters he received from Stockholm, but | 
hope to get them by the next post. 

M-r Funk, the saxon resident, has delivered to the chancellor a 
copy of his new credentials, as envoy extraordinary, but no day is yet 
lixed for his audience of the Empress. R. 4-th November, P. R. 0. Russia. 
1751. % 63. | 


Ne 193. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 12-th October o. s. (23-d October) 1751. 


My lord. Upon an intimation given us the evening before by the 
vreat chancellor, general Bretlack, m-r Swart and I sent on Wednesday 
morning last to know, when it would suit his convenience that we should 
wait on him, in order to execute some commands we had received from 
our respective courts. The chancellor sent us word, he could not see us 
ihat day, but would let us soon know, when we might come to him. The 
next day in the afternoon | had a visit from general Bretlack, who told 
me he had just received a message from the chancellor, acquainting him 
iat, as he had too openly shown that he favoured count Lynar’s nego- 
liation, he began to apprehend that his enemies would take an oceasion, 
lrom the memorial we were to present, to make the Empress believe, it 
was a thing of his own doing and contrivance, unless she was some way 
or other prepared that we had orders to give in such a memorial; the- 
refore the great chancellor desired general Bretlack, m-r Swart and [ 
would write to our respective courts to acquaint the russian ministers re- 
siding there, how much they had at heart the success of this negotiation, 
letting them know at the same time that they had sent us orders accor- 
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dingly and to be of all the assistance, we could, to count Lynar. Your 
grace is also desired, when you speak to count Czernichew, to injoin him. 
in a particular manner, to make a report of it in his dispatch to the chan- 
cery; in general I have not seen count Lynar since this message from the 
chancellor, but [ doubt not, but he will fret very much at this new delay. 
as he begun to entertain great hopes of concluding this important affair. 
before he left this place. General Bretlack acquainted me farther, at the 
chancellor's desire, that they had advice here that count Loss, the saxon 
ambassador at Paris, had been spoke to and desired, in a very pressing 
manner, to manage matters so that, by the intervention of his court, a 
french minister might be sent hither and one from this court to France, 
and they seem here to be of opinion that the court of Versailles will no 
wait for an answer, but take an occasion from the birth of the prince, 
of which the dauphiness was lately delivered, to dispatch a minister witl) 
a letter to the Empress notifying that event. 

Your grace will have seen in my letter by the last post that m-r 
Funk, the saxon resident, had not yet been admitted to an audience o! 
the Empress in order to deliver his new credentials, as envoy extraordi 
nary. | must now acquaint your grace that, partly, through a personal 
dislike the Empress has taken to that gentleman, and partly, by the ill 
offices of the great chancellor's enemy’s, who know the great confidence 
he places in m-r Funk, Her Imperial Majesty makes a difficulty of recei- 
ving him in his new character under pretence that he had formerly been 
in this service as secretary to count Bestuchef, now ambassador at Vienna. 
and that, knowing her chancellor's weak side, m-r Funk gets out of bin 
What he pleases. The last is a great objection and what the chancellor's 
enemies dwell upon very much, for, as to the first, though he has beeu 
in the service, he is a saxon by birth, and there is a precedent in m-r 
Lefort, who had also been in this service and was, afterwards, made envoy 
from Saxony. It is however hoped that these difficulties will be overcome 
and that the Empress will be made sensible that, as she received him, 
as resident, she cannot well refuse him, as envoy. 

Either, by reason of the great chancellor’s indisposition (which cou- 
tinues still, though very slight), or through his natural indolence, I have 
not yet been able to get the extracts of m-r Panin’s last letter’s from 
Stockholm. There cannot, indeed, be any thing very material in them, unless 
it be that of the Bank-Men, who, together with the secret commitice 
of their naming, will, in all probability, be as great tools of France and 
Prussia, as their marshal is, upon whom your grace may remember, | 
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put a negative in the year seventeen hundred forty three, by His Maje- 
siy’s order, when they had a design of sending him minister to England. 

| am with the most profound respect etc. R. 4-th November. P. R. 0. 
hussia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 194. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 19-th October o. s. (30-th October) 1751. 


My lord. Since my last which was of the 12-th I have seen the 
ereat chancellor, who sent for me to communicate to me a secret letter, 
le had received from count Keyserling full of complaints against sir Charles 
llanbury Williams; but all the facts, he alleges, being notoriously false, as 
veneral Bretlack and | have proved, we hope this ill judged step of count 
keyserling will enable us to have him recalled sooner, than we expected. 
(ieneral Bretlack told the great chancellor plainly on this occasion that if 
they did not immediately cone to that resolution, the courts of London 
aud Vienna had nothing else to do in his opinion, but to recall their mi- 
uisters and leave the shuflling court of Dresden and their shuffling count 
Keyserling to themselves and to manage matters, as they pleased. Count 
Keyserling’s complaint against sir Charles Hanbury Williams is chiefly founded 
on sir Charles’s answer to count Keyserling’s letter upon the Empress’s 
orders which Lamb, the messenger, carried him from hence to engage the 
court of Dresden to return an answer to that of Vienna about the affair 
of the accession; which letter sir Charles Hanbury Williams having, | 
doubt not, sent your grace a copy of, it is needless for me to mention 
tle contents of it. When I was with the great chancellor he acquainted 
ue, farther, that from the strong desire France had shown to have a mi- 
uister here, he thought that court would have taken an occasion from the 
vith of the duke of Burgundy to send one hither, but that the last post 
irom Stockholm had brought a letter from his most christian majesty to 
(le Empress notifying in the most polite and obliging terms that event, 
that this letter had been delivered by the french ambassador to m-r Panin 
aul accompanied, with the strongest declarations of his most christian ma- 
jesty’s desire to see a friendly correspondence renewed between the two 
courts. 

One day last week, the person with whom marshal Liwendahl enter- 
ained the illicit correspondence I mentioned in one of my former letters. 
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was taken up and has since been examined several times before the couy 
of chancery; but I am not yet informed of the discoveries he may hay. 
made. This person is a subject of this country born in the Ukraine. Som 
years ago he was secretary to m-r Lazinski, the russian minister at Vienna, 
but left him for some discontent and went to Warsaw and engaged wit), 
the french resident at that court, where count Liwendahl found him last 
summer in his journey to Poland, and engaged him to come hither iy 
order to set on fvot the intrigues for which he is now blown. 

The day before yesterday count Lynar had his audience of leave o/ 
the Empress and his successor took at the same time his first audience, 
where he delivered his credentials, but | would not have your grace think 
that the negotiation count Lynar was charged with, is from hence in danger 
of miscarrying. It will be carried on by a secret correspondence between 
the great chancellor and him and, when every thing is ripe, count Lynar, 
as he told me himself, will return hither with the character of ambassador 
and put the finishing hand to this important affair. 

| have no news to send your grace from Sweden. The chancellor 
gave orders, in my presence, when I was last with him, that extracts oj 
m-r Panin’s last letters should be sent to me, as soon as they were (e- 
cyphered, but | have no received any yet. R. 11-th November. P. BR. 0. 
Russia, 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 195. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 26-th October o. s. (6-th November) 175! 


My lord. I have received your grace’s letter of the 27-th of Sep- 
tember, acquainting me that my dispatches of the 20-th of August, by 
Lamb, the messenger, were come to your hands, and that my conduc 
had met with His Majesty’s entire approbation; which gives me the grea- 
test satisfaction. As soon as I hear from sir Charles Hanbury Williams, 
concerning the satisfaction he was to desire the court of Saxony to give 
upon the two points His Majesty objected to in the subsidiary treaty, lie 
had signed with m-r Briihl, I shall not fail to acquaint the great clian- 
cellor with the true state of that affair, and in case it should (though 
brought so far) miscarry, make him sensible that the blame is singly \ 
be laid on the court of Dresden. 

We begin to perceive here, as well as your grace, that the delay o! 
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the court of Saxony in not returning an answer to the invitation. made 
(0 them by the court of Vienna to accede to the treaty of 1746, is 
with a design to accompany it with some extraordinary, if not impracti- 
cable demand. Very lately the saxon resident showed general Bretlack and 
me a secret rescript he had received from his court, in which he is ordered 
io dispose this court to use their good offices to bring about a double mar- 
riage between the courts of Vienna and Dresden, and, supposing this could 
not be done, to procure the court of Dresden some other equivalent advan- 
tages or conveniencys. 

In this rescript it is said that m-r Keith had already received His 
Majesty’s orders to that purpose. General Bretlack (whom I have disecoursed 
with several times upon these demands of the court of Dresden) tells me, 
he is sure his court will not give the least ear to them, or ever consent 
lo a marriage with the house of Saxony or Bavaria, as it would be fur- 
nishing them with a new pretence to invade some time or other the austrian 
dominions. I find, likewise, by general Bretlack that this court will not 
easily be persuaded to send him a full power to accept the accession of 
the king of Poland, before an answer be returned to the empress-queen’s 
invitation, and that the notification sir Charles Hanbury Williams gave 
count Sternberg with m-r Briihl’s leave will not be thought a regular one. 
To these and the like shuflling proceedings we shall always be exposed 
with the court of Dresden, as I told the chancellor a few days ago, as 
long as they had not there a minister who would execute literally the 
orders that were sent to him and not pursue his own private views and 
designs, aS was the case of count Keyserling and who (from the conver- 
sation I had with him, as I past through Dresden in my way hither), | 
plainly saw, was at the bottom of the intrigues carrying on to bring hither 
a french minister, though he knew the chief object of this mission could 
be only his, the chancellor’s, ruin. The chancellor, both then and since, by 
ceneral Bretlack has given me the strongest assurances that count Key- 
serling should be removed, before it was long. 

The Empress has agreed to give resident Funk an audience and re- 
ceive his credentials, as envoy. But orders went to count Keyserling, by 
ihe last post, to desire another minister might soon be sent in his room. 
The great step of m-r Funk’s admission being however gained, we have 
hopes that the Empress will be persuaded not to insist on his recall, if 
the court of Dresden shows a little firmness in the nomination they have 
nade, We should be very sorry to see m-r Funk go from hence, as he 


is certainly not only well intentioned, but very useful by the easy and 
19 
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constant access which he has to the great chancellor, though I fear that 
this attack made against him by the chancellor’s enemies will be a hinde- 
rance to it for the future. R. 25-th November. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. 
N 63. 


Ni 196. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 2-d November o. s. (13-th November) 175! 


My lord. Since my last, which was of the 26-th October, I have 
had a communication of m-r Panin’s secret letters of the 11-th October 
from Stockholm. He says therein that count Tessin appeared inflexibly 
bent on laying down his post of president of the chancery, at least that 
the king had not been able to prevail upon him, hitherto to alter his re- 
solution, that the reasonings upon it were many, but that the most ge- 
neral opinion was that count Tessin seeing clearer than any other person 
at that court into the turn affairs are likely to take, he would be glad 
to retire and leave the whole weight of them upon the shoulders of the 
senators Hopken and Palmstierna, while he, count Tessin, made it his 
chief application to serve France, the best he could, in all affairs, which 
should come before the present diet, where that crown’s interest was con- 
cerned. 

With regard to the three senators, lately made, m-r Panin says that 
the french party had used their utmost endeavours to oblige the king to 
fill up two of the vacancies with m-r Flemming, the envoy in Denmark, 
and the court chancellor Hamilton, at which the king was so much_ pro- 
voked, that he had swore to felt-marshal Diiring that he would never be 
reconciled with that party, and m-r Panin adds that the felt-marshal «id 
not let slip that opportunity of increasing his swedish majesty’s anger aud 
resentment. That, immediately after this discourse, the King having seul 
for the speakers of the three principal orders, told them that he was oblige’ 
to the states for the resolution, they had come to, to make a distinct pre 
sentation of three candidates for each vacancy in the senate, but desired 
this article might be better observed on other occasions, than it had been 
on this, that the king might not be so much confined, in his choice, but 
more at liberty to consider of the merit and capacity of the candidates 


proposed. 





Without sending your grace the list of the candidates I shall acquaiu' | 
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u that the senators named by the king were: president Liwenhelm, 
lonel Springport and the court marshal Stronberg to the great dissatis- 
jiction of their party in the senate. For, though all the candidates pro- 
posed were creatures of theirs, yet the king took care to chuse only those 
which he knew, they favoured the least; but colonel Springport having 
leclined that post to put an end to the importunities used in favour of 
u-r Flemming and Hamilton, the king thought proper to declare for baron 
Scheffer. 

M-r Panin says that what deserved to be taken notice of was that 
above twenty persons, all of good families, refused to be candidates for 
a seat in the senate, and that the only one who gave himself any trouble 
about it, that could be called a gentleman, was the envoy Flemming. 

Not only the king of Sweden’s conduct on this occasion, but the re- 
solution and steadiness he has shown on several others, and, in particular, 
at the late promotion of major generals had made, as m-r Panin writes 
hither, deep, though different impressions in people’s minds. 

The senate did all they could to get colonel Springport raised to the 
rank of major general under pretence that he had been named a senator, 
though he had declined acting as such, but the king answered that there 
was a great deal of difference between the qualifications required in a se- 
uator and those of a general, that therefore he could not overlook the 
merit and services of colonel Miiller and accordingly made him a major 
veneral in spite of the ruling party, who had persecuted him for a long 
lime. 

In one of m-r Panin’s letters he takes notice of a discourse which 
u-r Henning Gyllenbourg, marshal of the diet, held to baron Sonderholm, 
a person very much esteemed for his merit and capacity, but who affects 
(0 be thought a friend of Gyllenbourg. Gyllenbourg speaking to him one 
day about the senators that had been made, not only expressed his dis- 
like of them, but said he perceived plainly, how ill he personally stood 
with the king, adding in great confidence that he, as well as several others, 
lad been persuaded hitherto of the solidity of the system, which had been 
adopted in Sweden for several years past, but that he begun, at present, 
0 be no more so sanguine and that in four or five weeks he, baron 
Sonderholm, should be more particularly informed of his thoughts upon the 
present situation of affairs. 

According to m-r Panin’s letter, the french ambassador continues to 
favour and support the party in the senate, which is against the court 


and in such an open and ostentatious manner, as has very much piqued 
* 
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both the king and queen and which has been remarked by their maje- 
sties behaviour towards him in public. Amongst other reproaches, the queey 
told him, he should have been ashamed to have got a list of senator 
presented to the king, who were all of his own chusing. 

In such a situation m-r Panin thinks, it would not be impossible to 
detach the king from France, if he had not so many ill intentioned per 
sons about him and if the queen, his consorts attachment to her brother's 
interests was not another obstacle to it. There are, therefore, some schemes 
in agitation tending to separate the interests of Prussia from those of France 
and general Lieven, who is named to go to Berlin, is charged, as it is 
thought, with some overtures of this kind, for it is hardly to be believed 
that one of the chief of the court party would undertake such a journey, 
at a time the diet is sitting, only to carry back the order which thie 
late king was invested with, which the court of Sweden pretend is the 
chief subject of his errand. It is much more probable, m-r Panin observes 
that his commission lias something of greater consequence in view ani 
he thinks it must be to make the king of Prussia approve of his sister's 
behaviour towards the french party and to try, if it could not be possible, 
to preserve his prussian majesty’s friendship without submitting to the dic- 
tates of the french ambassador and his party in Sweden. 

By the last post we had the melancholy news of the death of his 
serene highness the prince stadtholder of Holland. R. 25-th November. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Ne 197. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 9-th November o. s. (20-th November) 17)! 


My lord. There is little or nothing passes here at present worth wri- 
ting to your grace. The Empress who had made some excursions into tlic 
. country, whilst her winter palace was repairing, is returned to town agaiu 
and fixed here for the winter, but her presence has not hitherto given 
any new life or dispatch to business. M-r Funk, the saxon resident, lias 
not yet had his first audience, as envoy, nor is it known when Her Impe- 
rial Majesty will be in the humour to grant it. 

In the meantime and for want of general Bretlack being provided 
with proper powers and instructions, the draught of his polish majesty’s 
accession to the treaty of 1746 lays quite dormant. In a visit which m- 
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‘unk made me a few days ago, he read to me a letter he had from 
ui-r Briihl, by which I find that the court of Dresden’s not having yet 
returned an answer to that of Vienna about the accession proceeds from 
a pique. M-r Briihl complaining that for four or five years past the saxon 
winister had not been able to obtain an answer to several memorials and 
representations he had presented or made by his polish majesty’s order 
aud that, when the court of Vienna wanted anything of that of Saxony, 
ilieir custom was to apply to this court, from whom they obtained res- 
cripts to the russian minister at Dresden, which were more like imperial 
ukasses, than instructions, as if the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, 
aud a russian minister were upon an equal fvot; that the court of Saxony 
would therefore follow the example of that of Vienna and let the austrian 
minister be acquainted by the way of and through the court of Peters- 
burg with their desires and intentions. I thanked the saxon minister for 
(lie communication he had made me, but, at the same time, could not 
help expressing to him my surprise and concern that an affair of such 
ereat importance, as his polish majesty’s accession, should be thus delayed 
hy reason of such trifling punctilios. 

| have had no accounts yet from sir Charles Hanbury Williams of 
llis Majesty’s ratifications of the treaty, lately concluded at Dresden, ha- 
ving been exchanged; from whence we infer that he must find some dif- 
liculty in bringing the saxon minister to be clear and explicit with res- 
pect to the two points His Majesty had desired to have explained. R. 2-d De- 
cember. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. 63. 


XN 198. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 16-th November o. s. (27-th November) 1751. 


My lord. Since my last which was of the 9-th instant this court 
las received letters from m-r Panin, their minister in Sweden, of the 
25-th October o. s.; but they do not contain anything material. Amongst 
other things he writes that all the representations made to count Tessin 
by the secret committee and by many of the court and senate partisans 
(0 prevail on him to lay aside the resolution of resigning his post of pre- 
silent of the chancery continued to be ineffectual; but general Bretlack 
loll me yesterday that the swedish minister here had received advice by 
leliers of the same date that count Tessin had, at last, been graciously 
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pleased to lend an ear to the repeated entreaties of the nation and con- 
sented to continue in his post, so that all that gentleman has been doing. 
since the beginning of this diet, was only a farce, like that he played at 
the last diet, in which he has, no doubt, some particular view, thoug) 
the chief, I believe, is to gratify his vanity, of which he has no small 
share. M-r Panin writes farther that the sudden aud much to be lamented 
death of the prince of Orange had given new vigour to the french systeu 
in Sweden and that the french ambassador in talking of that event to the 
king had been so indiscreet, as to give his swedish majesty to under- 
stand, as if there was reason to believe his serene highness had bee 
poisoned. 

General Bretlack has pot yet dispatched the courier he intended to 
send to Vienna, but he assures me he will certainly do it towards the 
latter end of next week; so that I shall give your grace no farther trouble 
by this post, as I shall charge him with some letters and packets, which 
all to sealing lie ready for your grace. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letier 
of the 18-th past o. s. upon the death of the prince of Orange, all our 
accounts directly from the Hague confirm what your grace was pleased 
to write me, viz-t: that there is reason to hope that, notwithstanding this 
melancholy event, every thing there will go on quietly and without the 
least confusion. R. 9-th December. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. NM 63. 


Ne 199. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 29-th November 175! 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 have received your several letters, the 
last of which is dated the 2-d instant and have laid them regularly belore 
the King, and I shall very soon have His Majesty’s orders to write fully 
to you upon the points of business, which may be contained in them. 

The last advices from Stockholm are very material and you will 
acquaint the chancellor Bestuchef that the King does not doubt, but m-r 
Panin will be directed to be very attentive in taking any advantage thal 
may arise from the disputes between the two parties in Sweden, which, 
if rightly managed, it is hoped, may be productive of good effects. 

You will have heard from sir Charles Hanbury Williams that all 
difficulties having been happily removed, the ratilications of the treaty 0! 
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Dresden have been exchanged between His Majesty’s minister and those 
ff the States General and the king of Poland, so that that affair is now 
entirely concluded, and | hope the accession to the treaty of 1746 will 
be over before you can receive this letter. You may tell general Bretlack 
(hat it is of more consequence, than he may imagine, for the king of 
Prussia lays great stress upon the parties that shall accede to that treaty. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63. 


Ne 200. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 26-th November o. s. (7-th December) 1751. 


My lord. Nothing passes here worth giving your grace the trouble 
of a letter, only 1 would not let three posts go away without writing. 

The day before yesterday being the great dutchess’s namesday, it 
was kept at court, where there was a great ball and supper in the eve- 
ning; and yesterday being the anniversary of the Empress’s accession Her 
Imperial Majesty received the usual compliments on that occasion and in 
ithe evening being dressed in her regimentals, all the officers and private 
men of her own company, to the number of 360, had the honour to kiss 
ler hand and afterwards to sup with Her Imperial Majesty. The ministers 
of state, the great officers of the crown, the principal ladies of the court 
and the foreign ministers were entertained at another table by the great 
duke and dutchess. 

General Bretlack’s courier is still here being detained by the great 
chancellor, whose letters, as usual, are not yet ready. R. 20-th December. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


N 201. 
- Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 30-th November o. s. (11-th December) 1751. 


My lord. | make use of the opportunity of a courier whom general 
Bretlack is dispatching to Vienna to transmit to your grace several papers, 
which I have mentioned in some of my former dispatches. 

N 1 is the querys which have been examined in the colledge of 
loreign affairs by order of the Empress in relation to the negotiation that 
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is on foot between the court of Denmark and the great duke for termina- 
ting all differences and disputes about Sleswick and Holstein. 

Ne 2 is the answer returned by the colledge of foreign affairs to the 
abovementioned querys. 

N 3 is a german pro memoria which has been signed, but is not 
delivered as yet by general Bretlack, m-r Swart and I recommending the 
success of count Lynar’s negotiation in the name of our respective courts. 

Ne 4 is a french translation of the abovementioned pro memoria. 

The count Lynar is not likely to bring this negotiation to perfection 
before he leaves this court; yet we are not without hopes that between 
this and next summer, when count Lynar talks of coming hither again, 
the Empress will be prevailed upon to use proper and effectual means to 
persuade the great duke to agree to the offers made by Denmark. And 
fo this end, it remains fixed that as soon as the russian ministers at 
London, Vienna and the Hague have been spoken to in the manner, which 
has been desired, general Bretlack, m-r Swart and I will present our pro 
memoria alter having altered the date of it. 

Your grace has likewise here inclosed under Ne 5 and 6 copys ol 
the letter which I told you m-r Guymont, the french minister, had wrote 
to the great chancellor and of the answer returned thereto by m-r Wol- 
kof, a secretary of the chancery, by order of the Empress. Upon which 
answer we see by the newspapers that m-r Giuymont has laid aside the 
thoughts cf coming to this court and is returned to Paris. R. 24-th Ja 
nuary 1752. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 


Ne 1. Sa Majesté Impériale a ordonné qu'il lui ft fait un rapport 
succinct de la négociation qui est sur le tapis entre le Danemark et 
le grand-duc et qu'on y ajoutat son sentiment. 


Pour exécuter cet ordre avec d’autant plus d’exactitude, il parait étre 
nécessaire de fixer avant toutes choses les points sur lesquels cette affaire 
roule principalement. On s’en rapporte a la pénétration et décision de Sa 
Majesté Impériale si, en répondant d’une manitre courte et précise aux 
questions suivantes, l’affaire en recevrait un jour suffisant. 

On met d’abord pour base que Sa Majesté Impériale soit intentionnée 
de combiner la-dedans lutilité et Vavantage du grand-duc avec I'intére! 
propre de son Empire. 

Selon ce principe les questions suivantes paraissent suffisantes pou) 
y exposer le fait: 
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Question 1-re. 
Sil est de lintérét de la Russie de conserver Vamitié ayee le Dane- 
mark? 
Question 2-de, 


Si l’on peut espérer que l'harmonie entre la Russie et le Danemark 
sera sineére et stable, tant que les différends par rapport au duché de 
Schleswig restent indécis? 

Question 3-me. 

Si la Russie retirera quelqu’avantage du recouvrement du Schleswig 

pour le grand-due et surtout 


Question 4-me. 


Si l'on pourrait espérer avec quelque vraisemblance qu'une pareille 


expédition aurait jamais un bon succes? 


Question 5-me. 


Si en prenant les choses commes elles sont, I’échange projeté des pays 
serait avantageux ou préjudiciable au grand-duc? 


Question 6-me. 


Si les conditions a faire seraient avantageuses au grand-duc et si 
sans une pareille convention son altesse impériale peut espérer de payer 
ses deties, ou s'il y a un autre moyen de se soustraire aux désagréments 
qui en résultent? 


Question 7-me. 


En cas quil fot trouvé que la dite convention soit utile a la Russie 
ei au grand-duc, ou méme nécessaire, si alors l’affaire doit étre regardée 
comme assez importante pour que Sa Majesté Impériale employat les repré- 
sentations les plus pressantes pour Oter et dissiper les préjugés dont le 
grand-due pourrait étre prévenu sans fondement? P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. 
% 63. 
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No 2. Courte et succincte réponse aux questions examinées par ordre 
de Sa Majesté Impériale touchant la négociation avec le Danemark 


Ad questionem 1-m. 


L’amitié avec le Danemark est sans doute d’une grande ulilité «| 
méme nécessaire a la Russie, parce que: . 

1) tant que la Russie sera en possession des provinces conquises, 
elle ne pourra pas se reposer sur la sincérité de l’amitié de la Suéde. 

2) L’on ne saurait mieux tenir en bride la Suéde, ni s’opposer plus 
eflicacement & ses vues dangereuses, que lorsque la Russie s’entendra bie 
avec les voisins de l’autre cété. 

3) L'intérét principal du Danemark est d’empécher que la Suéde ne 
devienne plus puissante soit en recouvrant les provinces perdues, soit eu 
rétablissant la souverainité, et comme on ne peut mieux juger des inten- 
tions, d’une cour que par ses intéréts, la Russie par conséquent peut avec 
une entiére confiance se reposer sur la sincérité de celles de la cour de 
Danemark a l’égard de la Suéde. 

4) Vest par les mémes raisons que l’Empereur Pierre le Grand a 
toujours cultivé l’amitié avec le Danemark et I’a regardé comme trés utile 
a son Empire. 

5) Si a loceasion dune vacance au tréne en Pologne ou méme ci 
Allemagne, il devait y naitre des troubles, l'amitié avec le Danemark se- 
rait non seulement d’une grande utilité a la Russie elle-méme, mais aussi 
& ses alliés, puisque les puissances ennemies seraient empéchées de grossir 
leur parti par la Suéde qui n’oserait se remuer sans ¢étre assurée du Da 
nemark, ni par l’accession méme du Danemark; c’est aussi pour quoi 

6) Les fidéles alliés de la Russie, comme par exemple la cour de 
Vienne et les puissances maritimes, n’ont rien tant & coeur que de conso- 
lider et assurer l’amitié de la Russie avec le Danemark par un accom- 
modement entre cette cour et le grand-duc. 


Ad questionem 2-m. 


On ne peut pas compter sur la sincérité de l’amitié de la cour de 
Danemark, tant que les différends par rapport au duché de Schleswig 
restent indécis, parce que: 

1) Le Danemark ne voudra jamais rien contribuer aux avantages et 
intéréts de la Russie, tant qu'il aura lieu de croire que le souverain futur 
de cet Empire soit son ennemi caché. 
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2) Le grand-due ayant tout d’un coup rompu cette négociation et 
s‘étant réservé pour un autre temps son droit, a assez donné a connaitre 
que son intention est d’employer un jour la force pour soutenir ce droit 
prétendu. 

3) Tout cela s’étant passé sous les yeux de Sa Majesté Impériale, 
on doit naturellement s’attendre que la cour de Danemark pensera a d’autres 
moyens de pourvoir a sa sdreté et comme la Suéde et la Prusse sont les 
puissances les plus propres a cela, elle sera obligée (quelque répugnance 
quelle y trouvdt d’ailleurs) d’entrer dans des engagements avec ces deux 
cours pour se précautionner contre l'avenir, ce qui ferait perdre a la Russie 
avantage qu'elle peut tirer de la bonne harmonie avec le Danemark, comme 
on la montré clairement dans la réponse a la premiére question. 


Ad questionem 3-m. 


La Russie ne tirera aucun avantage du recouvrement du Schleswig, 
mais en recevra plutét du dommage, parce que: 

1) Personne ne se met en frais de s’emparer d’un pays pour le perdre 
ensuite. . 

2) Par conséquent et pour empécher que cette conquéte ne fit re- 
perdue, il faudrait toujours y entretenir un corps de 20.000 hommes pour 
le moins, ce corps dans un pays aussi serré que le Schleswig ne trouve- 
rait ni assez de place pour pouvoir prendre ses quartiers commodément, 
ui aucuns moyens d’établir des églises pour l’exercise de sa religion sans 
compter les autres incommodités, auxquelles il serait exposé; on peut bien 
juger aprés cela que l’entretien d’un pareil corps cotterait plus que tout 
le pays de Schleswig ne rend de revenu. 

3) On s’attirerait la jalousie des princes d’Allemagne, de plusieurs 
autres puissances et méme celle des alliés de la Russie et 

4) Comme par 1a l'on affaiblirait et éloignerait de soi un allié na- 
\urel comme le Danemark, le systéme de la Russie souffrirait un préjudice 
notable. 


Ad questionem 4-m. 


Le succés d’une expédition pour recouvrer le pays de Schleswig se- 
rait fort douteux, parce que: 

1) Le transport des troupes par mer serait sujet 4 beaucoup de dan- 
cers, et par terre il rencontrerait les plus grandes difficultés a l’égard des 
princes par le ferritoire desquels il les faudrait faire passer. 
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2) Les troupes et les recrues qu’on serait obligé d’y envoyer tous 
les ans, vu la distance de quelques centaines de lieues, seraient exposées 
aux plus grandes fatigues, ne trouveraient pas la subsistance nécessaire 
dans le pays et courraient risque d’étre ménées a la boucherie. 

3) Les puissances qui ont garanti au roi de Danemark la possession 
du Schleswig et dont l’intérét ne permet pas que la Russie fasse des con- 
quétes de l'autre cété de la Baltique, se déclareraient sans doute pour le 
Danemark et l’assisteraient de- toutes leurs forces. 

4) Cette assistance serait accordée d’autant plus infailliblement que 
tout le monde serait obligé de convenir que le bon droit est pour le Da- 
nemark, aprés que le duc Charles-Frédéric eut approuvé et ratifié, lorsqu’il 
fut majeur, tout ce que son tuteur avait entrepris pendant la minorité du 
dit due contre le Danemark en faveur de la Suéde et que par conséquent 
la guerre dans laquelle la premiére s'est emparée du Schleswig a été juste, 
légitime et méme nécessaire. 

5) Une pareille expédition, ot il faudrait envoyer si loin un corps 
de troupes si considérable dégarnirait notablement les frontiéres de la Russie. 
et il est a croire que les ennemis de cet Empire, qui n’ont pas osé re- 
muer tant que la Russie a conservé ensemble toutes ses forces, en profi- 
teraient pour tenter quelque chose contre elle, ce qui exposerait & un danger 
évident les provinces conquises qui codtent tant de sang a la nation, dont 
la conquéte lui fait un honneur extréme dans le monde et dont dépend 
uniquement linfluence que Il’'Empire de Russie a dans les affaires de 
l’Europe. : 


Ad questionem 5-m. 


L’échange projelé est plus avantageux au grand-duc que nuisible, 
parce que: 

1) On met pour fondement qu'une restitution volontaire du Schleswig 
ne se peut ni se doit pas espérer et puisqu’il n’est pas possible ou au 
moins probable qu'on le puisse reprendre par la force, comme on vient 
de le montrer. 

2) Il vaut toujours mieux en obtenant un autre pays de tout autant 
d’importance et revenu, que celui qu’on donne d’y gagner encore une somme 
considérable, que de risquer de n’obtenir rien du tout. 

3) Si le duché de Schleswig n'est pas uni au Holstein, ce dernier a 
certains égards, n’est d’aucune utilité pour le grand-duc, et... 

4) A cause de la régence qui est commune et de la situation des 
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pays qui sont entremélés, la possession en est plutot onéreuse et un sujet 
continuel de contestation et de facheries. 

5) En projetant I’échange des pays susmentionnés on s'est engagé 
de faire ériger le nouveau pays en duché et d’arranger toute chose d'une 
yianidre que le grand-duc, bien loin d’y perdre la moindre chose, s’amé- 
liorera plutét a plusieurs égards. 


Ad questionem 6-m. 


Les conditions dune pareille convention sont tout-a-fait avantageuses 
au grand-duc, parce que: 

1) Le dit échange est l’unique moyen qui mettra le grand-duc en 
état @acquitter ses dettes, qui sans cela et parce que la dépense, comme 
il est notoire, surpasse quelques mille écus le revenu annuel s’augmente- 
raient nécessairement tous les ans et rendraient les circonstances, ott il se 
trouve, a l’égard de son pays de Holstein de jour en jour plus facheuses. 

2) En ne voulant point se préter au dit échange, les importunités 
des eréanciers viendraient & leur comble et deviendraient a la Gin intolé- 
rables, et parce que l’empereur ne pourra pas se refuser a la longue de 
leur faire justice, il en résultera des saisies et d’autres remédes exécu- 
loires qui seront aussi désagréables que peu honorables a la Russie méme. 

3) Si le grand-due par exemple recevait du dit échange un surplus 
(le 2 millions de risdalers, il pourrait non seulement acquitter, selon l’exposé 
que ses propres ministres eu ont fait, toutes ses dettes soit en rabattant 
uelque chose sur les sommes de chaque créancier, soit en le leur assig- 
nant simplement et mettre fin par la aux différends avec la cour de Vienne; 
mais encore il s’assurerait la possession d’un pays libre de toute dette et 
ui outre lentretien de son état civil et militaire lui rapporterait tous les 
ans plus de cent cinquante mille écus, dont il pourrait disposer comme 
bon lui semblerait. 


Ad questionem 7-m. 


En répondant a cette question il faut considérer que: 

1) Puisque Sa Majesté Impériale a déclaré le grand-duc son succes- 
seur, le bonheur qui en doit revenir & ses peuples et qu’elle a eu en vue 
de leur procurer par la resterait en quelque fagon imparfait, si le grand- 
luc de son cété ne voulait pas se regarder comme tel et y conformer ses 
vues et sa fagon de penser. 

2) Que Sa Majesté Impériale ne saurait rien faire qui marquat plus, 
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combicn elle a & ceur le repos de son Empire ct la félicité de ses sujets, 
qu’en éloignant tout ce qui pourrait engager un jour le grand-duc de sa- 
crifier & un petit intérét particulier et imaginaire le grand, le véritable et 
le public intérét de I’Empire. 

3) Que rien au monde ne sera plus propre & mettre en repos les fiddles 
sujets de la Russie, que lorsqu’ils se verrout dispensés de s’expeser un 
jour pour des intéréts qui n’ont aucun rapport avec la Russie. 

4) Quand on met en balance, d’un cété, la répugnance que le grand- 
due témoigne avoir pour un accommodement, ce qui ne saurait provenir 
que des préjuges de sa premiére éducation, et que, de l'autre cété, on con- 
sidére l’intérét de Empire de Russie, celui de ses alliés, les avantages 
qui reviendraient au grand-duc d'un pareil accommodement, combien des 
vues contraires lui seraient nuisibles et limpossibilité qu'il y a de les 
faire réussir, ces derniers objets sont trés importants pour ne pas emporter 
la balance et convaincre Sa Majesté Impériale qu'elle ne saurait rien faire 
qui fit plus glorieux pour elle et plus utile & son Empire, que d’user des 
représentations les plus fortes et les plus pressantes pour déterminer le 
grand-duc d’entendre a un accommodement qui lui est avantageux de toutes 
les facons, et d’autant plus que son altesse impériale, lorsque l’age, le temps 
et les circonstances auront achevé a lui ouvrir les yeux la-dessus, regar- 
dera lui-méme un pareil accommodement, comme un bonheur dont il sera 
redevable aux soins généreux et maternels de Sa Majesté Impériale et 
dont il lui saura un gré infini, aussi bien que les fidéles sujets de la Russie, 
dont le repos serait assuré par toute l'Europe, et surtout les fidéles alliés 
de la Russie y trouveraient un sujet de joie et de contentement, puisque 
le maintien du repos et de la tranquillité publique est le principal et le 
plus cher de leurs objets. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. % 63. 


Ne 3. Pro Memoria (traduction). 


La cour impériale romaine et royale, de méme que la cour britan- 
nique ‘et les états généraux des Provinces Unies. ayant été informés de la 
négociation, entamée sous la haute médiation de Sa Majesté Impériale de 
toutes les Russies pour terminer les différends qui, depuis bien des années 
subsistent entre sa majesté le roi de Danemark et son altesse impériale 
le grand-duc en qualité de duc de Holstein, moyennant des offres que la 
couronne de Danemark a faites de vouloir échanger la partie ducale de 
Holstein contre les deux comtés d’Oldenbourg et de Delmenhorst, lesquelles 
on tacherait de faire ériger par sa majesté l’empereur en principauté, comme 
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uissi de vouloir payer un équivalent en argent comptant; cette nouvelle 

ya pu que leur étre dautant plus agréable qu'un pareil accommodement 

contribuerait non seulement a conserver la tranquillité publique, mais aussi 
laffermir encore d’avantage pour l'avenir. 

Il est notoire, combien l’affaire de Schleswig a occasionné de troubles 
ct de guerres et combien les puissances bien intentionnées, et nommément 
la cour impériale de Russie se sont données de peines pour maintenir le 
repos public et principalement celui du nord, comme aussi pour se concerter 
ensemble, afin de trouver un expédient propre a lever Ja discorde de deux 
crandes maisons unies par les liens du sang et a rétablir entre elles 
ancienne amilié et bonne intelligence. 

Or, quoique, depuis le temps que son altesse impériale le grand-due 
i été appelé a la succession du trone de Russie, on puisse espérer avec 
plus de fondement que par le passé que Ja tranquillité du nord sera con- 
servée, On ne saurait pourtant jamais étre sans inquiétude sur ce sujet, 
tandis que les différends touchant le Schleswig subsistent sans étre com- 
posts & l’'amiable, et comme, d’un cété, une guerre, qui tétou tard s’allu- 
inerait & Voeeasion de ces différends, ne pourrait manquer d’étre fort pré- 
judiciable tant a Vintérét de Empire de Russie, qu’a celui de ses fidéles 
alliés, d'un autre cdté, il n’est que trop probable aussi que la couronne de 
anemark se prétera, en attendant, toujours aux yues dangereuses et vastes 
des puissances opposées et qu'elle ne pourra éire attirée dans les intéréts 
de la cause commune qu’aprés la conclusion d'un accommodement. 

Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies ayant, suivant sa grande 
sagesse et pénétration, reconnu l’importance de ces considérations a tel effet 
qua sa gloire éternelle, elle a témoigné de la disposition de vouloir coopérer 
a une heureuse fin de cette négociation, commencée sous ses auspices, s’étant 
cigagée ci-devant par le traité de 1746 d’employer a cet égard ses bons 
vllices, les soins louables que Sa Majesté Impériale a employés auprés de son 
altesse impériale le grand-duc opt non seulement produit le bon effet qu’on 
est déja parvenu a I’échange mutuel des pleinpouvoirs respectifs, mais il a 
aussi été apporté de la part de la cour de Danemark tant de facilité a la 
perfection de cet ouvrage, qu’on a fait a son altesse impériale le grand- 
uc Voffre de sommes tres considérables, moyennant lesquelles sa dite altesse 
lupériale pourrait sortir tout a la fois de cet état obéré dont son pays est 
accablé. ) 

En conséquence de ce que dessus les susdites trois cours alliées, par 
ll effet de leur bonne et sincere intention, ont jugé a propos que leurs 
Svussignés ambassadeur extraordinaire et ministres plénipotentiaires respec- 
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lifs fissent, confidemment et d'une maniére conforme aux lois d'une étroil 
alliance, les représentations nécessaires pour qu’il plit & Sa Majesté Impé 
riale de toutes les Russies d’exhorter son altesse impériale le grand-du 
a continuer et a perfectionner cette affaire dont le succés tend principale 
ment a l'utilité de Empire de Russie. 

Son altesse impériale le grand-duc étant outre cela trop éelairé pou 
ne pas reconnaitre elle-méme que, d’un coté, la communion établie dans |e 
gouvernement du duché de Holstein serait toujours une source perpétuelle 
de disputes et de désunion et que, d’un autre cdté, sa majesié l’empereur, 
comme juge supréme, ne saurait suivant les lois fondamentales de l’empire 
se dispenser d’accorder aux créanciers de son altesse impériale le grand- 
duc la poursuite de leurs droits et de laisser le libre cours a la justice, 
les trois cours alliées sont unannimement d’opinion que les réflexions impor- 
tantes, qui résultent de ces circonstances, fourniront & Sa Majesté Imp¢- 
riale de toutes les Russies un nouveau motif de faire en sorte que, cetic 
négociation entre la couronue de Danemark et son altesse impériale ayant 
été commencée sous sa haute médiatien, sortisse bientét une heureuse lin 
a la satisfaction réciproque. 

Les soussignés ambassadeur extraordinaire et ministres plénipotentiaires 
ont regu de leurs cours respectives les ordres expres de faire connaitre 
au haut ministére impérial de Russie les considérations importantes, ¢i- 
dessus alléguées, pour vouloir bien en faire trés humblement rapport a Sa 
Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies. 

Et comme les soussignés ont en méme temps été chargés de con- 
courir sans délai a tout ce qui pourrait avancer une heureuse fin de cet 
accommodement, il ne leur reste plus rien que de recommander cette ailaire 
importante d'une maniére d’autant plus empressée que les suites préjudi- 
ciables qui en résulteraient, si la négociation n’edt pas le succes deésiré, 
ne sauraient échapper a la pénétration du haut ministére impérial de Russie, 
vu qu’alors sa majesté le roi de Danemark ne portant plus ses vues de 
ce cété-ci s’attacherait entiérement a l’intérét des puissances opposées. P. K. 0. 
Russia. 1751. X% 63. | 


Ne 4. Copie d'une lettre de m-r Guymont au comte A. Bestouchef. 


Bonn. Ce 18 Juillet 171. 


Monsieur. Je prends la liberté de m’adresser directement & votre exce!- 
lence pour obtenir de Sa Majesté Czarienne la permission d’aller voir wie 
cour si brillante et admirer des vertus qui font a cette princesse uve ‘I 
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haute réputation dans le monde. Je n’ai pas moins d’empressement de con- 
uaitre un ministre dout le mérite et les rares qualités ajoutent encore a 
'éloge @une aussi grande souveraine.. La commission d’envoyé extraordi- 
naire et de ministre plénipotentiaire de France que j’avais auprés de la 
république de Génes étant terminée depuis plus d'un an, sa majesté m’a 
permis de voyager en Allemagne. Mon unique but est de connaitre les 
cours éfrangéres, et comme celle de Pétersbourg a toujours fixé ma prin- 
cipale attention, je compte prendre congé de Pélecteur de Cologne aujourd'hui, 
parcourir encore quelques électorats, passer par Hanovre et me rendre. en 
suite a Hambourg vers le dix ou le douze du mois prochain, afin de pro- 
iter de la belle saison pour m’embarquer. J’atiendrai dans cette dernidre 
ville la réponse de votre excellence qu'elle peut adresser au ministre de 
Sa Majesié Impériale de toutes les Russies ou a celui de France, nommé 
m-r de Champeau, qui y réside. Le détail que je fais a votre excellence 
prouve assez que mon voyage n’a d’autre objet que d’acquérir de nouvelles 
connaissances pour mon avantage personnel. Elle en sera entidrement con- 
vaincue, si elle me procure Vhonneur de lui faire ma cour et de l’assurer 
(de vive voix de toute ma vénération et du respect infini avec lequel je 
suis etc. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. & 63. 


Ne 5. Copie dun avis du secrétaire D. Wolkof 4 m-r Guymont. 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 31 Aott 1751. 


Son excellence monseigneur le grand-chancelier, conseiller privé actuel, 
sénateur, directeur général des postes, chevalier de lordre de saint André 
et de plusieurs autres, comte de Bestouchef-Rumin, ayant recu la lettre 
que m-r Guymont, ci-devant ministre plénipotentiaire et envoyé extraordi- 
naire de sa majesté le roi de France auprés de la république de Génes, 
a écrite a sa dite excellence de Bonn, le 18-e Juillet passé, m’a ordonné 
de lui marquer en réponse que l’entrée de cet Empire étant toujours ouverte 
a tout honnéte homme qui voudrait venir voir cette cour impériale, il semble 
que m-r Guymont s’est donné une peine inutile d’écrire la dite lettre pour en 
avoir la permission de Sa Majesté, notre auguste souveraine et Impératrice, 
litre que m-r Guymont ne devait point négliger vu que le roi, son maitre, 
aussi bien que toutes les autres cours ne le refusent jamais a cette grande 
princesse. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63. 
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Ne 202. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 30-th November o. s. (11-th December) 1751. 


Secret. My lord. Our friend, the great chancellor, has been under 
a little cloud for about a couple of months, but it is now almost blown 
over and would have been so much sooner, if he had not taken it in his 
head to be in the pouts with his mistress and to keep away from her, 
as he does generally every time, she says or does anything that is not 
to his liking. The beginning of this little disgrace was occasioned by an 
errant trifle, a paragraph in the gazette of this town, where mention being 
made of the knight of St. Alexander which the Empress had created on 
her pamesday in September last, the two Shuwalofs happened to be named 
last, which they made a crime of to the great chancellor, who has the 
direction of that gazette, as if it had. been done by his express order out 
of the personal hatred he bears to them. The Empress was made to be- 
lieve it and chid the great chancellor in public, which he took very ill 
and did not go near the Empress for a long time. Soon after two other 
opportunities offered, which his enemies did not let slip of doing him ill 
offices with his mistress. The one was resident Funk’s being made envoy; 
the other, the letters which the russian ministers at several courts wrote 
hither upon the report of the Empress’s having taken the resolution to go 
to Moscow. The chancellor's enemies told the Empress, as indeed it was 
but too true, that both m-r Funk’s new credentials and these letters wrote 
from foreign courts to dissuade Her Imperial Majesty from going to Moscow 
were the effects of the chancellor’s intrigues, and she was so piqued al 
the means used to prevent her journey to Moscow, that she declared pu- 
blicly that, though it never had been her design to go thither this year, 
yet now she would, to learn her chancellor that she would not be the 
dupe of his little artifice, however nothing being prepared for such a journey. 
it cannot be this year; but she will certainly undertake it the next, and 
I believe it will be very difficult for the chancellor to hinder it, as the 
diet in Sweden will probably be broke up, and that there is advice thal 
the palace, which has been building these several years at Kiow in Ukraine 
where the Empress longs much to go, will be finished and fit for her re- 
ception next summer. The persons who are more immediately about the 
Empress and of all her parties of pleasure, have already been in com- 
mittees of ways and means, how to find the necessary funds to answer 
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ue expence of this journey. Amongst other expedients they have suggested 
hat, if the diet in Sweden breaks up quietly and without making any 
lieration in the present form of government, there will be no occasion 
» keep so great a body of troops on the frontiers, and that they may 
return to their old quarters in the inward and cheapest parts of the Empire, 
'y Which means there will be very great savings. How we shall ward 
avainst such a resolution, is difficult to tell, if before March next some 
iopes are not given here that the maritime powers are inclined to make 
is article a little lighter to them. | have already told your grace that, 
vere it not for the bad economy at court, the funds for the army are 
ore than sufficient to answer the expence of keeping them on the fron- 
liers or any other contingencies, but the necessities of the court must be 
supplied and they are many and great; for, if the french proverb be true 
iat it will cost a coachman his whip, if he be in love with a countess, 
what must it cost a countess, if she be in love with half a dozen coachmen 
it a time, It is, therefore, necessary, my lord, we should seriously con- 
sider, how far the continuance of the russian troops, especially upon the 
‘rontiers of Prussia, can be of use and service to the common cause and 
‘ends to the preservation of the peace and tranqvillity of the north. The 
ireaty lately made with Dresden was that court entirely to be depended 
upon can be but of little help without this and it will be of still less, if 
some advices they have here be true; which are that before the conclu- 
sion Of the abovementioned treaty the court of Saxony had obtained leave 
of France to enter into such engagements and that, since they have been 
iaken, the court of Versailles have been told, by im-r Briihl, that they 
were not to take any umbrage at that treaty, for every article was couched 
ii such a manner, as left it in his polish majesty’s power to give any 
iterpretation to it, he pleased. R. 24-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. 
\o 63. 


Ni 203. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 13-th December 1751. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 have received since my last the favour 
your letters of the 9-th and 16-th of November. 

| have wrote to m-r Keith by the King’s order and also to sir Charles 

‘anbury Williams upon the trifling punctilios, that prevent the accession 


* 
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of the king of Poland to the treaty of 1746. It is amazing that the cour! 
of Vienna will stand upon such formalities, when they must certainly re 
tard and may possibly prevent an accession, which in the present circum 
stances is of great importance to the alliance. 

To do justice to the court of Dresden all the accounts that I hay 
received from sir Charles Hanbury Williams, since the conclusion of ow 
treaty and the exchange of the ratifiecations, give the strongest assurances 
of the king of Poland’s satisfaction in the part he has taken and of his 
resolution to adhere to it, and | am willing to hope that we shall hear 
no more of the weak, double conduct which they have lately held towards 
France. Count Flemming is set out on his return to Dresden. His inten 
lions are -so good and his knowledge of the present situation and dispo- 
sition of the several powers of Europe such, that | am persuaded he wil 
be of great service in fixing the king of Poland in his present way «| 
thinking. 

You will thank the chancellor Bestuchef for the communication of the 
advices they receive from Sweden. It is, I find, agreed from all quarters 
that the two parties there give great uneasiness to each other. It is preten- 
(ed that the King’s party has carried some points against the senate. These 
disputes will I hope produce some good. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. N 63 


Ne 204. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 7-th December o. s, (18-th December) 175 | 


My lord. Since my dispatches by an austrian courier of the 30-t1 
November, | have nothing worth troubling your grace with only to let 
you know that m-r Funk has, at last, had his first audience of the Empress, 
as envoy. The great chancellor has, likewise, gained another victory over 
his enemies in prevailing on the Empress not to send the reseript, which 
she ordered to be prepared, several weeks ago, and which lies ready to 
be signed to count Keyserling, directing him to insist on the court of Dres 
den’s appointing another minister to come hither in the room of m-r Funk 

The affair of the court of Dresden’s accession to the treaty of 1745 
seems to be quite dropt, general Bretlack having received no full powe! 
nor expecting any, as he tells me, untill an answer be returned to tle 
empress-queen’s invitation to the king of Poland. KR. 3-d January. P. R. 0 
Russia. 1751. M 63. 





The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 27-th December 1751. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. 1 have received the favour of your letter 
f the 26-th November and laid it before the King. 

I am sorry to find that general Bretlack’s courier was still detained, 
is | am afraid the accession of Saxony to the treaty of 1746 will not 
be completed, till general Bretlack has an answer from his court. 

i have received an account from a very good hand that the Empress 
of Russia talks constantiy of abdicating her crown and government and 
as even gone so far as to say, she would do it before twelfth day next, 
though the King hopes these are only discourses. Yet that event would 
be too interesting and too unfortunate for His Majesty not to have some 
easiness, even at the report of it. It is also said that Her Imperial 
\lajesty’s dislike to business is now grown to such a heigth, that even 
lier favorites dare not mention any business to her: and that singers, 
dancers and domestic servants have commissions in the army, which 
(if true) must greatly weaken the Czarina’s credit and lower the power 
of the russian, Empire. | should hope these reports cannot be true in their 
extent; but, however, you will let me know for His Majesty’s information, 
what foundation there is for them. You will take no notice to anybody - 
‘f our having received these accounts. By all our advices the two parties 
i Sweden, viz-t: that of the court and that of the senate, are at as great 
a difference as ever. It is suspected that the king of Sweden is supported 
wuderhand by Russia, though | am afraid there is no foundation for that 
suspicion. | do suppose m-r Panin is directed to do all in his power to 
keep up and promote these differences. P. R. 0. Russia. 1751. Xe 63. 


Ne 206. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 17-th December o. s. (28-th December) 1751. 


My lord. It is a pain to me when a post day comes, as nothing has 
been doing here for some time past worth a place in the most common 
uewspaper; and in all probabily we shall continue in this situation, now 
lie diversions of the carnaval are going to begin. To-morrow the Empress’s 
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birth day is to be kept with great magnificence at court, and immedia 
tely alter, as it has been already notified to us, there will be balls, plays, 
operas and masquerades, that are to last untill lent. 

The day before yesterday general Bretlack received a courier frow 
Vienna; | have not seen his excellency since, but baron Malzan, the da- 
nish minister, who called upon me yesterday told me that the same couric) 
brought him a letter from m-r Bachof, the danish minister at Vienna, in 
which he informs him that general Bretlack would receive orders, by tha’ 
courier, to forward, all he could, the suecess of the negotiation between 
the court of Denmark and the great-duke. 

On Tuesday last count Lynar, the late danish minister at this court, 
left this place on his return home. 

I have received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 15-th November 
with His Majesty’s most gracious speech to both Houses of Parliament. 
the address of the House of Lords and the minutes of that of the House o! 
Commons inclosed, R. 11-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. Ne 63 


N: 207. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 28-th December o. s, 1751 (8-th January 1752 


My lord. On Wednesday evening last, two of the four mails due from 
England came in, when | received the honour of your grace’s letters of the 
26-th and 29-th of November, by the first of which, as also by a letter 
which m-r Jones wrote to me of the 29-th November, by your grace’s 
order, I saw with infinite satisfaction that his royal highness the duke o! 
Cumberland, about whom we were here in great uneasiness and fears, was 
so well recovered, that there was great reason to hope he would very 
soon be restored to his former good state of health. 

I shall be careful to let the great chancellor, the first time I se 
him, His Majesty’s thoughts upon the advices from Stockholm, which | 
transmitted to your grace in my letter of the 2-d November. As to tl 
orders His Majesty hopes have been sent to m-r Panin to be very atten- 
tive in taking any advantage that may arise from the disputes between tl) 
two partys, | know such orders are gone to him from hence long sine 
but now the letters are obliged to go north about by Torneo or by Deu 
mark, this court has no letters from m-r Panin, of late, which contai 
any thing material. 
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I am sorry to acquaint your grace that the affair of his polish ma- 
esty’s accession to the treaty of 1746 is in the same situation and seems 
io be quite dropt; nor do 1 see how it will be brought in agitation again, 
unless the court of Saxony returns the answer expected by the empress- 
queen, or that the court of Vienna passes by this omission and sends full 
powers to general Bretlack. I find general Bretlack very much piqued at 
the court of Dresden and of opinion that it will be rather a burthen, than 
a help to the two empresses and their allies. He also exclaims much against 
the demands of the court of Saxony, as to what relates to a marriage 
between the eldest archdutchess and his polish majesty’s second son. The 
court of Saxony will, 1 doubt not, give over that thought, when they hear, 
as | am given to understand, that she is already contracted to her unkle, 
prince Charles of Lorraine, But, as to the article relating to Poland, though 
veneral Bretlack seems to be as much against it, as the other, saying 
the court of Vienna will run no more the hazard of being stripped of part 
of their dominions to continue that crown in the house of Saxony; I do 
not see that the house of Austria will be exposed to any such danger, 
if what the saxon minister, here, tells me be true, which is that all his 
court expects, on that head, is that the two empresses and the powers 
who have or shall accede to the treaty of 1746 will engage themselves 
io employ their good offices, as far as the constitution and liberties of 
the republic of Poland will allow, to bring the election to fall at the 
uext vacancy of that crown on prince Xavier, their polish miajesties se- 
cond son. 

I expect with great impatience the orders which your grace tells 
me you will soon send me upon my dispatches, by Lamb, of the 2-d No- 
vember. 

Just as I am going to close this letter, | receive one from m-r Titley 
with the most melancholy and afflicting news of the death of the queen 
of Denmark: God Almighty, in His great goodness, grant that our royal 
iiaster may bear up under this new tryal with his known constancy and 
lortitude. R. 24-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1751. NM 63. 








Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 4-th January o. s. (15-th January) 1752. 


My lord. Since my last. which was of the 28-th December, having 
received a letter from sir Charles Hanbury Williams, wherein he assured 
me that m-r Briihl had long since declared in form to count Sternberg 
that the court of Dresden was ready and willing to accede to the treaty 
of 1746, I waited two days ago, on general Bretlack, who is confined 
to his bed by a fit of the gout, to know what information he had had 
concerning that matter, and to my great surprise he told me that he had 
none at all, either from his court, or from count Sternberg, though he 
had received a letter from the latter, by the last post, of the same date, 
as that of sir Charles Hanbury Williams’s to me. From general Bretlack 
I went to m-r Funk, the saxon minister, who is likewise indisposed and 
confined to his house; and I found he knew, as little, as general Bretlack 
of any such declaration, as sir Charles Hanbury Williams mentions having 
been made to count Sternberg and seemed to be of opinion that it was 
a mistake, and that what m-r Briihl said must be understood of the de- 
claration which, by his leave, sir Charles Hanbury Williams made, about 
two months ago, to count Sternberg. But m-r Funk told me that he be- 
lieved that the court of Vienna had received by this time such an answer, 
as would satisfy them and make them delay no longer sending full powers 
to general Bretlack, for that about three months ago he had wrote, al 
the great chancellor's desire, in the strongest manner to m-r Briihl to 
give the court of Vienna a proper satisfaction upon that head and retari! 
no longer, by any trifling punctilio, the conclusion of a work of such great 
importance. 

As I find by sir Charles Hanbury Williams’s letter that the advices 





sent your grace, in my secret letter of the 30-th November last, by 
e way of Vienna, of the little disgrace in which the great chancellor 
is for a short time fallen with the Empress, makes a noise at Dresden, 

is proper I should acquaint your grace, lest things should be represented 
1) another fight from other parts, that the chancellor never stood better 

was in greater favor, than he is at present with his mistress; and if 
‘ continues to follow the advice of his friends, as he has done of late, 
e doubt not but his credit will increase more and more. But I shall 
yrite more fully to your grace upon this subject and others by another 
wustrian courier whom general Bretlack proposes to dispatch towards the 
litter end of next week. 

[ must likewise caution your grace against another report that has 
been spread and is entirely groundless, which is, as if the Empress epter- 
tained some thoughts of abdicating. R. 28-th January. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1752, M 64. 


Ne 209. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 11-th January o, s. (22-d January) 1752. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 13-th December, by which I was glad to see your grace had wrote, 
by the King’s orders, to m-r Keith and sir Charles Hanbury Williams 
upon the trifling punctilios that prevent the King of Poland’s accession to 
lie treaty of 1746. M-r Funk, the saxon minister, tells me that he expects 
now, every post, to have an account that count Sternberg, the austrian 
winister at Dresden, had been acquainied in a proper manner with his 
polish majesty’s intention to accede to the abovementioned treaty and de- 
sired to give notice thereof to 'is court, that they may send the neces- 
sary powers and instructions to their ambassador here. By an other letter 
which m-r Funk showed me from m-r Briihl to him, I find some of his 
polish majesty’s ministers were for insisting on the release of the duke of 
(ourland, as a condition sine qua non of his majesty’s accession, but m-r 
briihl says that his polish majesty to show his sincere inclination to coneur 
i the measures of the two empresses and their allies, would not do it, 
or make any other demand that could retard the conclusion of the work 
iv hand. R. 4-th February. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 
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Ne 210. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 18-th January o. s. (29-th January) 17 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s 
letter of the 24-th December upon the melancholy event of the death 0; 
that most excellent princess the queen of Denmark. On which accoun! 
and the great affliction this loss must have given to the King, all His 
Majesty’s faithfull servants and subjects cannot but be very deeply affected. 
Your grace having inclosed to me the London (iazette containing the orde: 
for the mourning upon this melancholy occasion, | immediately conforme:’ 
myself thereto. This court went into mourning upon the same occasion ou 
Wednesday last. 

The Empress, as I have been told in great secrecy, has formed a 
resolution to steal away from this residence and her ministers, and go to 
Moscow. And some people are very much afraid, it will be put in exe- 
cution in a week or ten days. To conceal her design she has ordered thie 
senate to issue out six thousand roubles to repair the road between this 
and a cloyster, whither she pretends, she will go on a_ pilgrimage nex! 
lent. This cloyster is about three hundred wersts from hence; but, as it 
lies on the left of the road to Moscow, it gives room to suspect that lier 
real intention is to go thither and not to the cloyster. R. 10-th February 
P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Ne 211. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 25-th January o. s. (3-d February) 17/ 


My lord. The courier whom general Bretlack had so long propusei 
to dispatch to Vienna being now, as he assures me, to set out in a couple 
of days at farthest, I do myself the honour to write to your grace, |) 
this opportunity, as I acquainted you in some of my former Jeiters, | 
would do. 

The advice I sent you, in my secret letter of the 30-th Novembe: 
by the last austrian cyurier who went from hence, of the little disgrace 
which the great chancellor had laid under for some time with the Empress 
his mistress, having, as I find, made a little noise at some courts, | 





ink it is necessary I should let your grace know that this little cloud 

not only, blown over, but, in the eye of the whole court and to the 
reat mortification of all his enemies, he stands at present in as great 
ivour and credit with his mistress, as ever. By consequence the little 
nortifications he met with, on this occasion, have proved very lucky, for 

eave his friends an opportunity of speaking to him, very plainly, of 
iis faults. They told him that the cause he supported was not only just, 
ut entirely consistent with the interests of the Empress and her Empire 
nd that the little indirect methods which he took to bring his mistress 
‘» consent to some particular points or to hurt his enemys, did it not 
nly harm but would, sooner or later, if he did not leave off that way 
{ proceeding, turn to his dishonor and, perhaps, to his ruin. The chan- 
cellor received this advice in a very friendly manner and has ever since 
conformed his conduct thereto. He is now constant and assiduous in paying 
iis court and avoids with care making any direct or indirect insinua- 
lions against his enemies, till he has clear proofs of their misbehaviour. 
and then he will, as he has been advised, lay them betore his mistress 
in their presence. 

About two months after | dispatched Lamb, the messenger, from hence 
the last time, the great chancellor begun to hold to me some discourses 
which I did not give very great attention to just then, but, within these 
six weeks, he not being contented with renewing them, but m-r Gross, 
‘lie late russian minister at Berlin, and others having held the same to me, 
and, as I am thoroughly persuaded, though they will not tell me so, by 
lis order, I think it my duty to make a report of them to your grace. 

I have told you that there was reason to fear we were not tho- 
‘oughly sensible in England of the danger to which the common cause, 
‘lie liberties of Germany and the ballance of power in Europe were exposed 
vy the sudden aggrandisement of the house of Brandenbourg. 

That, setting aside the house of Austria who, certainly, had a very 
lormidable army and more numerous, than ever it had «n foot, none of the 
vther powers, whose interest it was to guard against the evils which 
urope was threatened with, were in a condition or prepared to oppose 
iny sudden attack. That the army in Holland was in a poor weak con- 
Jition since the peace and that the state of the land forces in England 
‘as so well known, that it was needless to mention it. 

On the other hand, that, since the conclusion of the peace at Aix 
| Chapelle, the king of Prussia had found means to persuade the court 
' France to give subsidies to almost all the most considerable princes of 
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Germany, whilst, at the same time, he himself kept a very formidable 
army and took care to have it very constantly and regularly recruited. 
That whoever was, therefore, a little acquainted with the genius aud tempe: 
of this prince and had any the least idea of the most respectable cour 
of Europe and of what was transacting, they could not be at a loss to 
judge of the views of France in distributing so much money in Germany 
and of the use that is to be made of the numerous and formidable army 
of Prussia. 

From what goes before I was left to judge, if the rules of prudence 
did not require to take, in time, such measures, as might be a guari 
and security against the ill designs of France, and especially, of the king 
of Prussia, who, unfortunately, had actually such an influence over the 
french ministers, that he did with them what he pleased. 

That, in the month of September last, we seemed to be persuaded 
of these truths in England: that when the news of the late lord mar- 
shal’s being sent to Paris by the king of Prussia and of some of the Embden’s 
ships being put to sea came to London, it raised such an indignation aud 
resentment, as made the generality of people, there, acknowledge the ne 
cessity of securing a body of thirty thousand Russians; that it was even 
given out orders had been sent to m-r Guy Dickens for that purpose; but 
that, eight days after, this great, though just, anger alated and instead 0! 
taking effectual and, unfortunately, too necessary measures to be in some 
state of defence and not to be surprised, we took pains to deceive ourselves 
and to find out groundless reasons for eluding the necessity of commen 
cing, in good earnest, to put ourselves in a respectable posture and, by 
that means, preserving peace or showing, we had teeth to bite to whom 
soever should form any design of breaking it. 

I desired, here, to be acquainted with the abovementioned groundless 
reasons which they, at first, refused, thinking I must have received au 
account directly from your grace; but, upon my protesting, | had not, they 
were pleased to communicate them to me, as they stand in the nine articles 
that follow: First, that the danger was not so great, as it was imagined. 
2-dly, that France was not in a condition to commence a war and thal 
Prussia alone could do nothing. 3-dly, that France itself would not willing!) 
see the king of Prussia grow more powerful, therefore she would preveu! 
his undertaking any thing. 4-thly, that, was a war actually beginnive 
it would then be time enough for the maritime powers to take some rus 
sian troops into their pay. 5-thly, that no solid dependance could be ha: 
on the Russians longer, than the present Empress lived, for there was 





eason to fear that, after her death, every thing in this great Empire 
ould return and fall into it's primitive nothing. 6-thy, that the Russiaus 
yere, naturally, enemies to all other nations, as a proof of which they 
ial discarded all their foreign generals, amongst which was general Keith, 
{ whom the king of Prussia knew how to make a very good use; that 
| was, therefore, necessary, they should be provided with a good general, 
vefore the maritime powers thought of taking their troops. 7-th, that the 
wuse of Austria was in so formidable a situation, as to be able, alone, 
» Withstand the first attack, and in the meantime the maritime powers 
would have time to put themselves in a proper posture to assist their allies. 
S-th, that the march of the russian troops was so slow, that no effectual 
assistance could be expected from them in time, and lastly. 9-th, that, 
il time of peace, it was not the custom in England to give subsidies. 

Upon these nine articles, which they pretend, here, contain the rea- 
sous alledged in England for not securing a body of russian troops, they 
lave had some warm and little angry expostulations with me. 

They have told me and continue to tell me, whenever the oceasion 
offers, that whoever is not governed by false prejudices, must agree in 
ie little weight and solidity of these reasons, since they are apparently 
founded on a spirit of wrong understood economy carried to the greatest 
excess, Which may prove very fatal to the common cause; that a war 
being once begun, it would not perhaps be in the power of several mil- 
lions of pounds sterling to repair the losses which would have been made 
by the allies not being provided in time for that purpose. English guineas 
alone without men would make but a very indifferent figure in the field. 

I was asked in a very peevish manner to return an answer to the 
two following questions: first, who will undertake to assure my court that 
ie empress-queen will bear, in the beginning of a war, the sole burthen 
of it? It was not sure she would always be the first attacked, and will 
-she after the fruitless remonstrance she has so often made run the hazard 
of seeing her dominions ruined and perhaps of losing part of them, till 
the maritime powers have ditermined, whether it is necessary or not to 
put themselves in a condition to come to her assistance? Secondly, what 
security have they in England that they will always have it in their power 
\) dispose of a body of thirty odd thousand Russians, whenever they shall 
‘link fit to ask for them? That it was a great doubt, if a negotiation of 
‘hat kind were it actually set on foot, would now succeed. We might call 
'» mind if we would, what difficulty such a negotiatim met with in the 
\ear 1747, though the great chancellor was then in the highest degree 
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of favor. That should the clergy have the least notion of such a thing 
being in agitation, they would infallibly oppose it with all their eredit an 
power, which unfortunately were but too great with the Empress, whi 
listened daily more aud more to their representations. That the great chan 
cellor’s enemies would join with the clergy and both together throw mor 
obstacles in our way, than we were aware of especially, as they beviu 
to think here that the court of St. James’s have a notion that they may 
treat this court, as if it were an elector of Cologne or any other littl 
prince of Germany, who was in want of money. 

{ did not think proper to return any answer to these questions, bw’ 
turned off the discourse, saying I waited for orders and instructions frow 
England, and then I should be more exactly informed of the true senti- 
ments of my court, which, let them be what they would with respect to 
other matters, were, I was sure, hearty and sincere for cultivating the 
most perfect and lasting friendship with this court. Whether the above 
mentioned articles which give so much offence here be genuine or not, | 
shall humbly beg leave to make a few remarks upon some of them. As 
to the want of good generals here, which is taken notice of in the 6-th 
article, it may be but to true; and they are very sensible they have 
not a sufficient number of able generals for such a number of armies, as 
they have on foot. But in chosing the best among those they have, the) 
will find more than they want to command an army of sixty or seventy 
thousand men, which is the greatest force the allies can stand in nee 
of; besides that, should the maritime powers think proper to enter into a 
subsidiary treaty with this court, they will, to be sure, take care to name 
not only the regiments which are to compose the corps they shall take 
into their service, but also the general officers, who are to command ii. 

With regard to the use such a body of troops may be of, it is true, 
as it is mentioned in the 8-th article, their great distance makes their 
march very tedious and slow, and for any remote operation might no! 
perhaps arrive in time, if very early measures and precautions were io! 
taken; but it must be agreed that such a body of troops would be 0! 
infinite use and service to the common cause, if it was made to act agains! 
the king of Prussia, in case that prince should undertake any thing agains! 
his neighbours or the libertys of Germany; this corps would only have 5-() 
hours march from the frontiers of the dutchy of Courland to Memel. k 
ningsberg is a place of little defence and which they would soon mai: 
themselves masters of. Then they would be masters of all Prussia, from when 
they would have a free and easy entrance into Pomerania. If any thiiy 
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ild be a cheque to the king of Prussia’s ambitions designs, the appre- 

usion of such a powerfull diversion would certainly be so and prevent 

s attacking either His Majesty, or the empress-queen’s dominions; whe- 

is by neglecting the securing such a body of troops in time, the common 
ciuse may greatly suffer, as the enemys of it may be encouraged to put 

execution their ill designs. R. 25-th February. P. R. O. Russia, 1752. 
\: 64. 


Ne 212. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 25-th January o. s. (3-d February) 1752. 


Apart. My lord. I herewith transmit to your grace a third pro- 
niemoria, Which has been sent to me by the college of foreign affairs, 
concerning the ship the «Providentia», as I have already acquainted your 
srace that I am entirely ignorant of the particulars of this affair, as it 
appened during the late war and before my arrival here. | must renew 
ny request that your grace will be pleased to send me such an answer 


as may put an end to any further complaints or representations upon this 
subject. BR. 25-th February. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Promemoria concerning the ship «Providentia». 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 3 Janvier 1752 
L’enyoyé extraordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté le 
oi de la Grande-Bretagne monsieur de Guy Dickens se souviendra, sans 
doule, de la note qui lui a été remise en date du 17 Janvier 1751 et 
par laquelle on a prié de vouloir bien s’employer auprés de sa cour, 
alin que Vaffaire touchant le vaisseau « Providentia», apres avoir été trainée 
longtemps, ft enfin terminée. 
Aprés des représentations si souvent réitérées on espérait indubita- 
vient que les rapports envoyés a ce sujet par monsieur l’envoyé extra- 
ordinaire et ministre plénipotentiaire a sa cour produiraient leflet désiré 
cl liniraient, sans aucun autre délai, l’affaire susmentionnée a la satisfac- 
lian des sujets de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies. 
Mais c’est avec beaucoup de surprise que l’on voit par les relations 
iu comte de Czernichew, ministre de Sa Majesté Impériale a la cour de 
la Grande-Bretagne, que malgré ses fréquentes représentations on laisse 
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cette affaire dans loubli, au grand préjudice et méme a la ruine tota 
(le ceux dentre les sujets de Sa Majesté Impérisle qui y sont intéress: 

Cela donne lieu de croire que toutes les représentations qui ont ¢ 
faites jusqu'ici a ce sujet, soit par la voie de monsieur le ministre pléy 
potentiaire, soit a la cour de la Grande-Bretagne par le dit comte de Czey- 
hichew n’ont été prises en aucune considération et ne sauraient faire fini 
un délai auquel on s’était @autant moins attendu, que la manitre ais(. 
dont on s'est toujours prété ici a satisfaire en toutes choses aux demandes 
(le la Grande-Bretagne, méritait assurément un retour réciproque et un peu 
plus de complaisance. 

Tant de démarches infructueuses obligent le ministére de Sa Ma- 
jesté Impériale de toutes les Russies a prier de nouveau monsieur lenyoyé 
extraordinaire de vouloir bien, par de représentations efficaces, faire ey 
sorte que sa cour, prétant enfin plus d’attention que jusqu’ici a de si fré- 
quentes et si justes demandes de la part de celle-ci, fasse changer l'arret 
prononcé au sujet de cette <affaire dans le conseil royal en un autre qui. 
étant plus conforme a l’équité, puisse en méme temps dédommager les sujets 
de Sa Majesté Impériale de leurs pertes et dommages, condescendance (ui 
sera regardée par cette cour comme une preuve de l’amitié de celle de ta 
Grande-Bretagne et lui servira d’exemple dans les occasions de méme iia- 
ture. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Promemoria donné au comte Hindford concernant le vaisseau «La 
Providence» (copie). 


Le ministére de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies a deja 
informé son excellence monsieur l’ambassadeur extraordinaire et plénipo- 
tentiaire de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne lord comte de [Hiud- 
ford, moyennant le promemoria qu'il lui a fait remettre en date du 29 
de Février de l'année précédente des griefs dun nommé Wewel, sujet de 
Sa Majesté Impériale et marchand établi a Riga, contre le procédé inijuste 
d'un armateur anglais qui pendant le cours de la dernidre guerre svst 
emparé de son vaisseau, nommé « Providentia», allant avec sa cargaison el 
France. 
~ Aprés les éclaircissements que l'on a donnés dans le dit promemoria 
tant pour prouver le droit que ce marchand a de réclamer son vVaisseill, 
que pour mettre au jour toute l'irrégularité du procédé de larmateur anglais, 
si contraire a la teneur du traité de commerce subsistant entre les deux 
uations, et aprés toutes les démarches que le comte de Czernichew, i- 





=) 


istre de Sa Majesté Impériale auprés de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande- 
iretagne, a faites & cet égard en conformité des ordres de sa cour, on 
‘‘tait flatté ici que Vamirauté ou tel autre collége, du ressort duquel le 
iwement des aflaires de cette nature pourrait étre en Angleterre, ne tar- 
erait guére de faire rendre au susdit marchand de Riga Wewel toute la 
ustice qui Jui est due en lui restiluant son vaisseau, aussi bien que la 
argaison dont il avait été chargé, a plus forte raison que son excellence 
‘ due de Neweastle a donné a4 Hanovre au comte de Czernichew, avant 
'e retour du Roi pour l’Angleterre, des promesses positives que cette affaire 
serait, promptement terminée. 

Mais c’est avec bien du regret que l'on a appris depuis par les rap- 
vorts du dit comte de Czernichew que laffaire en question, bien loin d’étre 
ierminée, ne faisait au contraire que trainer en longueur par des objections 
ct difficultés que Von faisait naitre continuellement. 

Comme cependant le propriétaire du vaisseau et de la cargaison souffre 
par ces délais une perte et un dommage fort considérables, sans qu'il lait 
ucrité par quelque faute de sa part, le ministére impérial de Russie ep 
réitérant ses instances précédentes, prie son excellence monsieur l’ambas- 
sadeur de vouloir bien effectuer auprés de sa cour par ses représentations 
ls plus favorables, pour que l'on fasse mettre incessamment fin a cette 
faire dont Vindécision nest déja que trop ruineuse a la partie intéressée 
ct afin que bonne justice lui soit rendue. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Me 213. 


Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 28-th January o. s. (6-th February) 1752. 


My lord. I received, on Wednesday last, the honour of your grace’s 
viter of the 27-th December, but being busy last Saturday in writing a 
pretty long dispatch to your grace by an austrian courier, who, I since 
lear, set out the next day for Vienna, I had not time to answer it by 
tat post. 

Your grace will have seen, by one of my former letters, that I cau- 
loned you against the report which, I find, has reached your grace’s ears 
‘! the Empress of Russia’s having some thoughts of abdicating her crown; 
| was told the same thing about the time, when some people, I know, 
rote such a piece of news from hence; but, upon enquiry, I found it 
hid a very slight foundation; for some years past the Empress has been 
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building, in this town, a very large convent for ladies; and very often. 
when. she talks of it or goes to see how that work advances, she says 
that, when she is threescore, she may perhaps go into it, herself. But 
should Her Imperial Majesty live to that age, as very probably she will 
and longer, I believe she will be, as little in the humour then, as sh 
is now, of turning nun. | am as much surprised at another intelligenc 
your grace has received, viz-t: that singers, dancers and domestic sei 
vanis have commissions in the army. Since I came here, there has no 
been any one instauce of such persons being employed in a military ¢: 
pacity. They have, here, a foundation which does not yield to any in 
Europe for the education of youth and what is called the cadets corps. 
The number which is constantly kept there is between three and fow 
hundred, the greater part of whom are, chiefly, of the best familys in 
the Empire. They have there, not only a complete military edneation from 
the age of ten to seventeen or eighteen, but learn foreign languages, as 
french and german. It is from this corps of cadets, that the vacancys 
in the army are filled up, and, I can truely say, I never saw anywhere 
a prettier corps of subalterns, captains and field officers than they have 
here; it were to be wished they had in proportion as many good gene 
rals to command the fine and numerous army they have. 

I have not seen the great chancellor in private these six weeks past, 
he being invisible to every body, so that I have nothing new to write 
your grace from Sweden, except it be that, according to some advices, 
which general Bretlack has received, it is found out (as he tells me) that 
the two partys in Sweden, viz-t: that of the court and that of the senate, 
which seemed to be so bitter against and to give so much uneasiness |) 
one another, had a secret understanding and that all their dispute was 
nothing else, but a concerted game. 

In a visit which m-r Funk, the saxon envoy, made me yesterda) 
evening, he told me, he should in a couple of posts, at farthest, be able 
to acquaint me that all the punetilios which retarded the affair of his 
polish majesty’s accession to the treaty of 1746 were dropt, on the side 
of his court. R. 22-d February. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. X 64. 





Ne 214. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 11-th February 1752. 


All in the new cypher. Sir. Though I have not time to send you 
an answer, by this post, to the several points contained in your last let- 
ters, I could not, however, avoid acquainting you with the great. concern 
which the contents of your last letter of the 18-th January, which I re- 
ceived last night, have given the King. His Majesty was in hopes from 
what you lately wrote that there was no foundation for the report of the 
czarina’s intended journey to Moscow, and much less, of her design to 
abdicate her crown. I must own, that letter makes the King fear for both; 
and I shall be very impatient for your next. If the Empress persists in 
this resolution of going to Moscow and that, in this clandestine manner, 
without the knowledge of her ministers, the consequences must be utter 
ruin to herself and her interests; and I should not be surprised to hear, 
afterwards, that she has put her other supposed intention in execution 
and has abdicated her crown. You will talk, very seriously, to the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef upon this subject. These flights, though got the better .of 
afterwards by his credit, greatly weaken the weight and power of the 
Russian Empire and will render it less formidable to their enemies or 
useful to their friends. 

I hope, soon, to hear some more particulars from you and. what pro- 
vision, if any, is taken in case of accidents. P. R. O. Russia, 1752. 


Ne 215. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 4-th February o. s. (15-th February) 1752. 


My lord. Since my letter of the 28-th past, which is my last, I find 
by what count Czernichew writes hither that your grace imagined I was 
not well, as you had received no letters from me for three or four posts, 
‘le reason of which, as your grace will have since learned, was my letter 
of the 30-th November by an austrian courier being so slow in making 
Us way. This courier, we heard from Vienna, fell sick on the road and 
(id not arrive there till the 5-th of January o. s. I hope that the austrian 
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courier, by whom I sent a pretty long dispatch to your grace dated the 
25-th of January, will make more diligence. Count Czernichew wrote, at the 
same time, that your grace appeared to be desirous of having some swe- 
dish news from me. I have had a message from the great chancellor de- 
siring I would caution your grace not to let count Czernichew know, it 
was he who furnished me with any. Not only on this, but on several 
other occasions I have perceived our friend the great chancellor is grown 
very timorous, since the last rebuff he met with from his mistress, which 
I am sure he need not be, if he will follow the advice of his friends 
and act with Her Imperial Majesty openly and candidly. As a preof of 
which I shal) acquaint your grace that the Empress is at last come to 
the resolution of recalling count Keyserling from Dresden and count Be- 
stuchef from Vienna; and letters of revocation will be sent to both these 
ministers by the next post without fail, as general Bretlack assured me 
two days ago and desired me, at the same time, to write this agreable 
piece of news to your grace with his compliments. M-r Gross, who was 
at the court of Berlin, is to go to Dresden, but I am not yet informed 
who is to reside at Vienna in the room of count Bestuchef. Though these 
changes have been in agitation above these six weeks, | am sure, nobody 
here, except the Empress, the great chancellor, general Bretlack and my- 
self are informed of them, which should give the great chancellor a great 
deal of satisfaction, as it shows plainly that the Empress talks of no bu- 
siness to his enemies, though she admits them into her partys of plea- 
sure. After the posts of Vienna and Dresden are filled with persons in 
whom the Empress and he may put an entire confidence, that of London 
will come under consideration, the design of removing count Golowkin thither 
not being dropt. R. 25-th February. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. M 64. 


Ne 216. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 11-th February o. s. (22-d February) 1752 


My lord. I have nothing worth writing to your grace from henee. 
The last week and this, according to the custom here, no business was 
done in any of the colleges; however general Bretlack told me, a few 
days ago, as he dined with me, that, though he had not seen the grea 
chancellor since our last meeting, yet he did not doubt, but the letters 
of revocation for count Bestuchef and count Keyserling had been signe: 
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and sent to them by the last post; but as he had not as yet given advice 
f this affair to count Sternberg, he begged of me then (as he had done 
before) that I would not write any thing about it, neither to sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams, that m-r Keyserling may not, by any canal what- 
soever, come to the knowledge of the resolution which the Empress had 
taken with respect to him, before he receives his revocation. 

M-r Alsufief, whom this court had some thoughts, a few months 
ago, Of sending to Constantinople to fill up the post of late m-r Ne- 
pluef, has been appointed vice master of the ceremonies in the room of 
m-r Weselowsky, who had desired his demission on account of his age 
and infirmities. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. NM 64. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall, 28-th February 1752. 


All in the new cypher. Sir. | received on Tuesday last your letter 
of the 25-th of January, which went by an austrian courier to Vienna, 
and I have His Majesty’s orders to make some observations to you upon 
the contents of it; which will comprehend many of the material points in 
your former jetters, which are unanswered. 

The King was glad to see that the little disgrace which the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef had been under was entirely removed and that he was, 
at present, in as great credit and favor with the Empress, his mistress, 
as ever and that he had taken the advice of his friends and had entirely 
altered his manner and behaviour. But His Majesty was extremely sur- 
prised to find, by one of your late letters, that you had not had an oppor- 
tunity of having a confidential discourse with that minister in six weeks, 
which makes all sort of correspondence upon material business impracti- 
cable. 

The King took notice of the discourses which had been held to you 
by the chancellor and by his direction to induce His Majesty to give 
a subsidy to Russia for a body of troops to be at the King’s disposal. 
The reasons pretended to have been received from hence against it are, 
| believe, chiefly of their own invention in order to confute them; and 
many of them were never thought of here, though there is great weight 
in any arguments that are drawn from the present uncertainty and insta- 
bility of the russian government and from the difficulty of negotiating any 
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thing with a court, where the sovereign is not to be applied to upon bu- 
siness, even by her own ministers, above once in three months, and where, 
consequently, a measure which may be to be executed in eight and forty 
hours may, possibly, not be proposed till the time for putting it in exe- 
cution is over; and | must own that, though the chancellor Bestuchef’s 
intentions are acknowledged to be extremely good, yet the account you 
give of your being six weeks without seeing him upon business and the 
apprehension of the ezarina’s sudden departure for Moscow and, by that 
means, withdrawing herself from her ministers and her business, possibly 
with a view (as has been reported) to a still farther retirement, is enough 
to discourage any disposition that there might have been to a closer enga- 
gement with our court; and His Majesty would have you take an oppor- 
tunity of talking seriously to the chancellor Bestuchef upon the difficulty 
of doing any thing with them, where there is so much uncertainty, such 
unaccountable delays and such a rioted aversion to all sort of business, 
and m-r Bestuchef must see and feel, how the weight and influence of 
the Russian Empire is weakened and lowered by it. His Majesty would 
be very glad to have a satisfactory answer upon this head. 

The King is, by no means, a stranger to the ambitions views of the 
king of Prussia; and His Majesty has seen, upon many occasions, that 
his prussian majesty had too much influence over the french councils. 
All the King’s measures are founded upon the great principle of forming 
a system for the preservation of the public peace. In this view His Ma- 


jesty has been for connecting his allies, renewing and contirming the most 


perfect friendship and union between the maritime powers, the two e1mpresses 
and some of the most considerable electors and princes of the empire, 
but that singly upon the foot of preserving the peace, and without giving 
any just cause of offence to any power whatever. It is in this view that 
the King acceded to the treaty of 1746 between the two empresses, that 
His Majesty is promoting the election of the archduke Joseph to be king 
of the Romans and that the King, in conjunction with the republic of 
Holland, has concluded the late treaties with the electors of Bavaria ani 
Saxony. His Majesty is truly sensible of the weight of the Empress 0! 
Russia in this scale, which, if it was not for some weaknesses that ! 
have hinted at above, would still be much more considerable than it is, 
the King doubts not, but in all events the Empress of Russia will perform 
her defensive engagements with His Majesty and the empress-queen; ani 
I have been told, in great confidence and from a very good hand, tha 
the court of Russia now receive a considerable subsidy (amounting, | sup 





ose, to about three hundred thousand crowns) for keeping in readiness 
body of troops consisting of 40 or 50.000 men for the service of the 
ipress-queen. 

It is very true, the chancellor Bestuchef has given you many papers 
ind many things have been flung out in discourse to induce His Majesty 
0 give a subsidy to Russia, but they have all been so vague and so 
(lifferent, one from the other, that no certain judgment could be made 
upon them. To the best of my remembrance, the 1-st demand was a sub- 
sidy of 300.000 pounds per annum. In a subsequent letter you say, you 
are persuaded that 50.000 pounds would be sufficient, and indeed I have 
not sent you any answer to these loose proposals. | do not at all know 
what His Majesty may finally think proper to do, or what the situation 
of Europe may require, or the circumstances of this couatry bear, or the 
disposition of the republic of Holland be; but, till the chancellor Be- 
stuchef will speak out plainly and declare what number of troops they can 
have in readiness and for what uses they shall be employed and what 
subsidy they will demand it is impossible for the King to form any judg- 
ment, upon what is so often flung out, or consequently to return, any 
answer to it. When once a clear proposal is made, His Majesty will then 
consider what is proper for him to do. 

The King, from his constant attention to the interest of the common 
cause, has been pleased to send the earl of Hindford to Vienna fully 
informed of His Majesty’s thoughts upon all the material points now de- 
pending, and instructed to learn those of the emperor and empress-queen. 
His lordships great object will be to bring on, as soon as possible,. the 
election of a king of the Komans, upon which the tranquillity of the empire 
and, indeed, the general peace of Furope so much depends. 

You will, during the earl of Hindford’s stay at Vienna, correspond 
with him and send him such accounts as you shall think it for His Ma- 
jesty’s service that he should be informed of. 

The approbation which the court of Russia gave to the proposal of 
the election of the archduke to be, king of the Romans, the endeavours 
they used to bring the king of Poland into it and the instances that they 
nade that the King would give his polish majesty a subsidy for that pur- 
pose (which His Majesty has been since pleased to do) can leave no doubt 
of their sentiments upon that measure. 

As the King proposes to set out for his german dominions some time 
iu the easter week and as | shall have the honor to attend His Majesty there, 1 
must desire that you would direct your answer to this letter to me at Hanover. 
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I have just received your letter of the 4-th of February and have 
sent it to the King, but have not had time to receive His Majesty’s orders 
upon it. 

[ beg you would make my compliments to general Bretlack and _re- 
turn him my thanks for the good news, he has sent me of the changes 
which are to be in the russian ministers at Vienna and Dresden. There 
cannot be a better choice than that of m-r Gross. P. R. O. Russia. 1752 
Ne 64. 


Ne 218. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 22-d February o. s. (4-th March) 1752. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s 
letter of the 24-th January, by which I find that my letters of the 30-th 
November last are come to hand. I hope soon to hear that my dispatch 
of the 25-th January has also made it’s way. 

The advice your grace has been pleased to send me of the great 
majority by which the saxon treaty had been approved in the House of 
Commons has given great pleasure and satisfaction to this court, and they 
do not doubt that any other measures His Majesty may think proper to 
take for the preservation of the peace and the support of the system 0! 
the Empire, in which the good of his own kingdoms are so nearly con- 
cerned, will meet with the same approbation by both Houses of Parliament. 

As your grace is thoroughly acquainted how slow and tedious the 
dispatch of business is here, you will not be surprised when I tell you 
that count Keyserling’s letters of revocation have not yet been sent to 
him, but it is no less certain that that minister will be soon removed from 
Dresden. A few days ago the Empress declared it publicly at table, so 
that nothing remains to be done, but to find a minute, when-she will be 
in the humour to sign the papers that lay upon her table, which, amoun- 
ting to the number of fifteen, including those which relate to count Be- 
stuchef’s recall from Vienna, is a very fatiguing piece of work for He 
Imperial Majesty. Count Keyserling receives with his letter of revocation 
credentials to go and relieve count Bestuchef at Vienna, where he can do 
no mischief, should he accept of this commission, but it is thought he 
will not, as he must be sensible from whence, chiefly, comes this blow 
which removes him from Dresden and his dear friend count Briihl. 





+. 


M-r Funk, the saxon minister, having acquainted me that he should 
Jispatch a messenger to his court in a few days, I shall make use of 
(iat opportunity to write again fully to your grace upon the situation of 
fairs here, and particularly in Sweden, where things begin to have a 
very favorable aspect, if some advices which have been communicated to 
nie this day may be depended on; for it appears, as if his swedish ma- 
esty grew tired with the dependance in which the french and prussian 
‘action kept him and that he was desirous to bring the ancient senators, 
as m. m. Akerhielm, Bielk, count Bonde etc. etc. into the senate again. 
\-r Panin, the russian minister, has been even spoke to about this design 
by the king’s order and sounded to know, how far his swedish majesty 
may depend on the Empress’s friendship and assistance to carry it into 
execution. R. 23-d March. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. NM 64. 


Ne 219. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 29-th February o. s, (13-th March) 1752. 


My lord. Though I am told from day to day that the saxon courier, 
whom I mentioned to your grace in my letter of the 22-d instant, will 
soon set out, yet, knowing by experience, what trifling pretences delay 
ihe dispatch of business here, | chose to transmit to your grace, by the 
post, the swedish intelligences that have been lately communicated to me 
and which are, as follows: 

That the disunion and feuds between the court party and the senate 
being almost carried to the highest pitch, a favourable opportunity seemed 
wow to offer of getting the king out of the hands of France and Prussia, 
is that prince grew daily more indifferent with regard to those courts, 
since the french ambassador, the marquis d’Havrincourt, had so openly 
declared himself in favour of the senators. 

That general Ungern, marshal of the last diet, finding to his great 
inortification that his pains to cool the heats and animosities between the 
parties, had only served to raise the arrogancy and presumption of his 
chemies, was now come to the resolution of Keeping no farther measures 
with them and had even swore, by his honour, that he would labour, to 
‘ie ulmost of his power, to bring about a thorough change in the situa- 
‘on of affairs; that, to this end, he had actually begun to set his engines 
(0 work; that colonel Stakelberg, a great friend of his, son to the old 
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feldmarshal of that name and a person who is not only extremely well 
affected to the common cause, but, farther, in the favour and confidence: 
of the king, was pitched upon to make the first overtures to m-r Panin 
and that there could be no room to doubt, but it was with the king’s 
approbation and by his order that the colonel, being come to the above- 
mentioned minister, began his discourse by telling him that he had long 
deplored the melancholy situation of his country and that of the hones‘ 
well intentioned Swedes, who groaned under the heaviest oppression from 
the great dependance into which the present ministry had thrown thei: 
country with regard to some foreign powers; that his swedish majesty 
began not only to be sensible of it, but to feel it by the little regard 
that was shown to his person and authority; that his swedish majesty, 
even, frankly owned that he had been duped and imposed upon in a crue! 
manner by the senators, but, at the same time, seeing no means, yel 
of shaking off their yoke, he was not able, of himself, to form a clear 
judgment of the situation of affairs, nor consequently to drive out of his 
head all the false notions and prejudices which they had put into it 
with regard to the management of affairs, whether foreign, or domestic; 
that another obstacle thereto was that both the king and the’ queen lent 
a little too much an ear to general Lieven and his sister, who have joined 
themselves to the court party, but only with a view to their private inte- 
rests and to be better able to serve France, to whom they are entirely 
devoted; nevertheless, that the getting the king out of their hands and 
those of France grew, daily, a thing more feasible, as he, colonel Stakel- 
berg and a great number of other persons in his way of thinking, had 
the good fortune to advance in his swedish majesty’s favour and confidence; 
but, at the same time, they all foresaw very well that this work could 
not be brought to perfection without a thorough change in their political 
system; that, with this view and intention, colonel Stakelberg said, he had 
been deputed, by the friends and well wishers to the common cause, |v 
the abovementioned minister to desire to know his sentiments upon the 
change that ‘was projected and that he would begin by telling him that, 
in their opinion, the first thing to be done was to bring the old well inten- 
lioned senators into the senate again. But that, in this case, it was ne- 
cessary, his swedish majesty should know, if the Empress of Russia, tv! 
vetting what is past, would restore to him her friendship; for that suc) 
a change could not be brought about without the assistance of some !\- 
reign power. 

M-r Panin, in answer to this, having made a short recapitulalio. 
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o| what had passed between the two courts since the election of his swe- 
sh majesty, gave colonel Stakelberg to understand that the Empress of 
tussia would be glad of all opportunities the king would give her of, con- 
cing him that she had sincerely at heart his happiness and prosperity 
ad of her desire of cultivating a perfect friendship and harmony between 
‘lie two crowns. M-r Panin explained, also, to colonel Stakelberg all the 
ricks and stratagems count Tessin had used to alienate the king’s affection 
vom the Empress and which count Tessin could not but disapprove him- 
elf, were it not for his blind obedience to France. To conclude m-r Panin, 
icing persuaded that a report would be made to the king of all he had 
said to colonel Stakelberg, did all he could to open his swedish majesty’s 
eyes and make him sensible that count Tessin’s schemes and designs were 
entirely inconsistent with his true and natural interests. M-r  Panin 
went, even, so far as to promise the Empress would advance the king a 
consider able sum of money, if she thought he could, by any means, bring 
ihe sooner about the changes he wished. These advices farther say that 
colonel Stakelberg was gone to see senator Akerhielm, at his country house, 
in order to prepare him to take again his seat in the senate, as soon as 
le should be required to do so. 

I must take notice to your grace that [ find m-r Panin a little obscure 
in the account he gives of the court party in Sweden; the only french 
partisan who is in that party, according to m-r Panin’s letters, is ge- 
eral Lieven and, as it plainly appears, with a view to support the inte- 
rest of France, the others, as felt marshal During, general Ungern, general 
Miiller, colonel Stakelberg etc. ete. were always considered as well inten- 
tioned Swedes, though some of them, seeing they could not stem the torrent 
of french delusion, have yielded to the times and bent the Knee to Baal, 
so that these disputes do uot appear to me so much a disunion between 
ie ruling parties, as a struggle between them and some of the well 
intentioned Swedes, who have found means to gain the king’s confidence 
and give him jealousy of the french senators and of the incroachments 
they would make upon his authority. 

I have, at last, the pleasure to acquaint your grace that, yesterday 
seunight, the Empress signed all the papers relating to count Bestuchef’s 
aud count Keyserling’s recall from the courts of Vieuna and Dresden, as, 
also, the credentials and instructions for m-r Gross, who is to relieve 
count Keyserling; but, through our friend the great chancellor's known 
1viness and indolence, these dispatches have not been yet sent away. 

23-d March. P. R. O. Russia, 1752. N 64. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 7-th March o. s. (18-th March) 175 


My lord. I received, by the last post, the honour of your grace’s lette; 
of the 11-th February, wherein | am sorry to see the advice I sent you) 
grace in mine of the 1S-th January last, in relation to the Empress’s 
intended journey to Moscow, had given His Majesty some concern; | ay 
glad therefore that I can now inform your grace that | gave too eas, 
credit to this secret piece of intelligence, which, | have since found, hai 
no better foundation, than her Imperial Majesty’s design of abdicating he: 
throne, but there are people here who catch at every word that princess 
lets drop at table or amongst her confidents, and, for want of other mai- 
ters, write it to their courts, though they know, by experience, how sub. 
jects change and how little anything that is said in these table conver 
sations is to be depended upon. Her Imperial Majesty’s intended journey 
to Moscow or rather pilgrimage to the cloister, | mentioned in my letter 
of the 18-th January, is entirely laid aside, for a calculation being made 
of the expence of repairing the roads that lead thither, instead of six thou- 
sand which the Empress had ordered, it was found they would amouu' 
to fifty two thousand rubles, which are thought too great a sum to be 
thrown away in such a jaunt which, as all others of this kind, have some 
object of pleasure in view and not anything serious, as business or thouglits 
of abdication. In my letter of the 28-th of January, I acquainted you 
grace with the true foundation of what had been wrote concerning tlie 
Empress’s supposed design of abdicating. Not one word is spoke about it 
more at present, nor do [| believe any more such reports will reach you 
grace’s ears. The Empress has tvo clear an understanding not to foresee 
the consequences of such a step, and that the first act of her successor’s 
authority, let him be who he will, would be to lock her up in a cloister 
for the remainder of her life. 

Count Bestuchef's and count Keyserling’s letters of revocation haye 
been at last dispatched to them by two different couriers; the one to Vienna, 
the other to Dresden. M-r Gross set out also the evening before las! 
from hence on his journey to Dresden, for which place he is to make 
all the diligence he can in order to relieve m-r Keyserling, who is to 40 
and relieve count Bestuchef at Vienna. The great chancellor for reasvus 
1 have hinted in some of my secret letters, has not only procured to liu 
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e character of ambassador, but the order of St. Andrew and an addi- 
mal salary of three thousand rubles per annum; yet the general opinion 
re is that count Keyserling will not accept of this post, but desire his 
ismission and go into the service of Saxony. 

The great chancellor has new domestic uneasinesses: Briestein, who 

married to his daughter in law, has turned her off. He accuses her of 
vlultery and has begun a suit against her in order to be divorced; and 
s she has flown to her father in law’s house for protection, Briestein is 
one over to the chancellor’s enemies, who take occasion from hence to 
uspire the Empress with very bad notions of the chancellor, his wife and 
| his family. These things have so much fretted the chancellor, that he 
s fallen sick and has kept his bed these two days past. 

A complaint has been made here by the swedish minister by order 

| his court that the clergy of a neutral district iv Finland, the limits 
ot being yet settled, had, by order of the commanding officer, required 
lie peasants of the said district to pay to the Empress’s custom officers 
i eight years which they are in arrear of their contributions, since the 
conclusion of the peace. The swedish minister has been told that this court 
yas unacquainted with any such order having been given, but that they 
would enquire into it and in the meantime he might assure his court ot 
ler Imperial Majesty’s readiness to redress all grievances or complaints 
iliat had any foundation and to show, on all occasions, her desire to cul- 
livate a good neighbourhood and sincere friendship with the king and king- 
dom of Sweden. R. 30-th Mareh. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Ne 221. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 14-th March o. s. (25-th March) 1752. 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 

vo! the 18-th February, containing His Majesty’s orders with regard to the 

anges to be made in the mourning for the late queen of Denmark, which 
iimediately conformed myself to. 

The removal of count Keyserling from the court of Dresden and the 
vcall) of count Bestuchef from that of Vienna is subject to many specu- 
‘ions here, as the great chancellor did uot seem to appear in these 
‘inges and that the Empress kept her intentions secret, untill the orders 

re signed. Several people, and even some foreign ministers here, I find, 
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are of opinion that they are owing to the decline of the great chancellor’ 
credit and to the intrigues of a prussian faction. M-r Funk, the saxo 
minister, in particular, is very much in this way of thinking and, I dou! 
not, represents things in that light to his court, in which, | am sorry | 
say, he listens a little too much to his private resentment; for, havin 
positively assured his court he would prevent m-r Keyserling’s removal 
from Dresden, he cannot conceal, how much he is piqued at this resoli- 
tion’s having been kept secret from him, as, likewise, at the nominatioi) 
of m-r Gross, which he had, also, orders to oppose to the utmost of lis 
power. It is given out that the chancellor's enemies have brought abou 
count Bestuchef’s recall from Vienna, in order to bring him hither and to 
set him at the head of a party against his brother, as it is known they 
stand very ill together; but this has so little foundation, that the vice 
chancellor knows from count Bestuchef’s own month, when he saw him 
at Dresden that, should he be recalled, he never would return into this 
country; so that, upon the receipt of his letters of revocation, we eX pec 
to hear that he has taken the resolution of retiring to Switzerland. R. 5-th 
April at Harwich. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Ne 222. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 

Whitehall. 27-th March 1752 
All in cypher. Sir. | have received and laid before the King your 
letters of the 22-d and 29-th of February containing advices from Sweden. 
His Majesty was very glad to see by them that things there had, at pre- 
sent, so favorable an appearance, and I am to recommend it to you 
continue your attention in procuring and transmitting to me constant accounts 

of what passes in Sweden, for His Majesty’s information. 
The King continues his intention of setting out for his german do 

minions on Tuesday next. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ne 223. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 21-st March o. s. (1-st April) 1752. 


My lord. In my letter of the 14-th instant, which is my last, | 
acquainted your grace with the reasoning held here upon the recall »/ 





ount Bestuchef from the court of Vienna and the removal of count Key- 
erling from that of Dresden, sinee then m-r Funk, the saxon minister, 
vo cannot yet digest the mystery which his friend, the great chancellor, 
ad made to him of these changes, has attempted, through the canal of 
ie vice-chancellor, to have an estafette sent after m-r Gross with orders 
» come back. The reasons used on the Empress to sign such orders were 
| groundless advice which m-r Funk had received from Dresden, as if 
ceneral Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, was forthwith to leave this court, 
rom whence m-r Funk, in order to keep their dearly beloved count Key- 
erling at Dresden, took occasion to iasinuate that it would not be con- 
sistent with the dignity of this court to send a new ambassador to Vienna, 
when that court was recalling their’s from hence. But this little intrigue 
liad a quite different effect with the Empress than was expected, for she 
as taken it so ill of the vice-chancellor, that the evening before last 
she sent a messenger to the great chancellor ordering him to bring to her 
iis morning all the papers that lay ready for her signing, but that he 
was to come alone and not bring the vice-chancellor with him. As m-r 
Funk is not acquainted with this aneedote, | doubt not, but he will go on 
i representing to his court the great chancellor’s interest as declining, 
but I believe he will conceal from them the very sharp  expostulation 
which the great chancellor had with him upon his underhand dealings 
with the vice-chancellor and which went so far, that, I believe, m-r Funk 
may bid, for ever, adieu to that great share of confidence which the 
chancellor had put in him for so many years past. As neither general Bret- 
lack, nor I, are at liberty to Jet the other foreign ministers here ifito the 
secret springs by which the recall and removal of the {wo abovementioned 
inisters has been brought about, | should not be surprised if the dutch 
minister’s letters and mine did not agree; lest they should not therefore, 
| think it proper to let your grace know that, whatever you may hear 
lrom other parts of the great chanccllor’s losing ground in his mistress’s 
favour, is without foundation; and as a_ proof of it I need only repeat 
what I said above of the messenger sent to him by the Empress to come 
and dispatch business with her this morning by himself, and not bring 
ie vice-chancellor with him. R. 14-th April. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. 
Ne 64, 
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Ne 224. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 28-th March o. s. (8-th April) 1752 

My lord. A few days ago, an incident happened here which is likely 
to make a little noise. 

The director of the excise office here, who is a lieutenant colonel, 
being informed that contrary to the Empress’s ordinance some liquors ani 
strong beer were sold in a certain house, sent, without inquiring whi 
lived in that house, an officer with a detachment of soldiers to take up 
the persons who were guilty of these practices, which being according); 
executed it was afterwards found out that the house belonged to baron 
Grieffenheim, the swedish minister at this court, and that the persons who 
had been taken in arrest and conducted to prison were his servants. As 
soon as a report was made of this to the Empress, she expressed thie 
greatest dissatisfaction at the proceedings of the lieutenant colonel, who is 
at the head of the excise office, and ordered him immediately to be pu 
in arrest. And since then Her Imperial Majesty has not only sent the 
master of the ceremonies to all the foreign ministers to let them know, 
how much she was concerned at this disagreeable incident, but by her 
order a paper, the copy of which is here inclosed, was delivered to them 
two days ago, inquiring them to inform their respective courts of - what 
had happened and of her intentions to give the swedish minister a prope 
satisfaction for the insult offered to him. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
28-th February, but as we are now in the easier holy days, I must 
defer till next week returning an answer to it. R. 16-th April. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Note concernant l’affaire qui est arrivée & m-r le baron de Grieffen- 
heim, envoyé extraordinaire de sa majesté le roi de Suéde. 


St.-Pétersbourg, ce 26 Ma: 


En suite de ce qui est arrivé le 23 du courant dans la maisov 
de monsieur Grieffenheim, envoyé extraordinaire de sa majesté Je roi d: 
Suéde, par la faute et l’inadvertance du chef de la chancellerie, établiv 
pour empécher la vente clandestine de l’eau de vie et de la bidre, le wm 


nistére de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies a cru devoir inform 





messieurs les ministres étrangers que Sa Majesté Impériale par une suite 
naturelle de sa fagon de penser, de son amour pour la justice et particu- 
liérement de ses sentiments d’amitié et d’estime pour sa majesté le roi 
et le royaunie de Suéde n’a pu en apprendre la nouvelle qu’avec beau- 
coup d indignation et avee tout le ressentiment possible. Et afin que le 
susdit envoyé extraordinaire monsieur de Greiffenheim en fit distinctement 
informé et pour quil ne pdt douter en méme temps qu’on lui fera donner 
une entiére satisfaction, Sa Majesté Impériale a ordonné, le lendemain matin, 
a son maitre des cérémonies de laller trouver de sa part et de lui faire 
connaitre, combien elle regrettait et combien elle était indignée que, contre 
son intention. il lui soit arrivé un accident si facheux et que Sa Majesté 
lmpériale, voulant que prompte réparation lui en soit faite, avait, dés la 
premiere nouvelle du cas en question, donné ses ordres d’amener a la 
cour le chef de la susdite chancellerie, lequel, aprés y avoir été inter- 
rogé, a été incessamment mis aux arréts et envoyé dans le Sénat avec 
ordre dinstruire son procés et de lui faire subir la punition qu'il a mé- 
ritée. 

Messieurs les ministres ¢trangers étant instruits de ce que dessus 
voudront bien en rendre compte a leurs cours respectives. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1752. Ne 65. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 7-th April o, s. (18-th April) 1752. 


My lord. Last week, which was easter week, when according to the 
custom here no business is thought on or transacted in any of the colleges, 
the Empress was pleased to declare publicly her intentions of going next 
winter to Moscow, as soon as the sledge way should be open, which will 
be, as usually happens here, about the latter end of November or begin- 
ning of December. Preparations are actually making for this journey and 
orders have also been sent to Moscow for one thousand workmen to be 
immediately employed in making the necessary reparations and additions 
to the Empress’s own palace and to several other buildings for the con- 
venient lodging of the numerous retinue which always attends Her Impe- 
rial Majesty on these occasions. All the jealousies and broils between this 
court and Sweden being removed since his present swedish majesty’s 
accession to the throne and the situation of the affairs of Europe in ge- 


9” 











” 
— pos 


neral giving hopes of the continuance of the blessings of peace, the Empress 
with the advice of her ministers has thought that, during this time ot 
tranquillity, she might for one year give her subjects in those parts the 
pleasure of seeing her amongst them, as they have on many occasions 
expressed it to be their most earnest wishes and desire. 

Since my letter of the 28-th March, | have had some conferences 
with the great chancellor upon the subject’ matter of your grace’s letter 
of the 28-th of February and I have actually ready a letter with an 
wccount of what passed therein, which will go by an express that general 
Bretlack proposes to send to Vienna in two or three days at farthest. 
R. 5-th May. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ni 226. 
Lord Holdernesse to colonel Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 21-st April 1752 
Sir. I have received the favour of your letter of 21-st March acquain- 
ting me with the directions you had received from the duke of Neweastle 
to send me, for the information of the lords justices, duplicates of the let- 
ters you write to his grace during His Majesty’s residence in his german 
dominions. In consequence whereof I am now to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 28-th March, which I communicated to their excel- 
lencies. 
1 am glad of this opportunity of renewing our correspondence and 
of repeating the assurances of etc. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Ni 227. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 11-th April 0, s. (22-d April) 17.2 


My lord. General Bretlack sending express to Vienna one of the gent- 
lemen of his ambassy, I shall make use of that opportunity to give your 
grace an account of my proceedings here in consequence of the orders | 
received by your grace’s letter of the 28-th February. 

On Sunday, the 29-th March, being Easter Sunday, I went as is cu- 
stomary here to pay my compliments to the great chancellor on that ocea- 
Sion, When acquainting him that I should be glad to speak to him at 








isure, he desired me to come to him the next day, between 14 and 12 
| the forenoon, which | accordingly did: and after the first compliments 
vere over, | told him, I was glad to be able to assure him that the 
‘ticles which had been communicated to me, as containing the reasons 
edged by my court for not granting a subsidy to this, were pure inven- 
ons; that IT was, however, ordered to let him know that my court could 
t helping thinking, there was a great deal of weight in some of these 
rguments, especially if some reports, which had reached their ears and 
ive them no little uneasiness, were true, viz-t: that the Empress had 
houghts of withdrawing herself from ministers and business and, possibly, 
vith views of abdieating her erown; and, though your grace does not 
peak of it in your abovementioned letter, yet, as I know, such advice 
as been sent from henee to Dresden and the Hague, | told the chan- 
cellor that my court was under no less uneasiness and apprehension on 
is account, it being confidently affirmed, at several courts, that his inte- 
est declined daily with the Empress, his mistress, and that he was in 
lanver to use some people’s own words de faire au premier jour la 
rulbute; that it was difficult not to give some little credit to these re- 
wrts, When the Empress’s known aversion to business was so publicly 
known; the effects of which were felt in the unaccountable delays that 
ve met with here in the dispatch of all kind of business, by which means 
ler Imperial Majesty’s ministers might often not have an opportunity. of 
roposing to her some measures, though the most proper and necessary, 
\) be taken, before the time for putting them in execution might be over. 
desired the great chancellor to reflect very seriously on these matters, 
viding (as it is said in your grace’s letter) that he must see and feel, 
uiself, how much the weight and influence of the russian Empire is 
\eakened and lowered by the instability and uncertainty of the govern- 
ent, as it rendered them less formidable to their enemies and less useful 
() their friends. 
After I had done speaking upon this head, the great chancellor, who 
il listened with a great deal of attention, told me that I might assure 
your grace, in the strongest manner, that all the reports spread of the 
‘ipress’s withdrawing herself from her ministers and abdicating her crown 
re meer fictions: and, as a proof of it, he said that he need only relate 
at had happened about two months ago, which was that the Empress, 
veg one day at dinner told those who had the honor to be at her table 
(il the night before she had dreamt, her father was come to life again 
a! how much pleasure it had given her, adding that if such a thing 
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were possible, what pains would she not take to give him the strongest 
proofs of her affection. Upon which one of the Shuwalof’s having aske: 
her, if she would give up to him the reins of government, she answered 
with a smile: no, and that she believed she should be hardly persuaded 
to do that, The chancellor concluded by saying that was there any th 
least foundation for these reports he hoped, I thought him too honest a 
man and too sincere a friend of the court of Vienna not to have given 
general Bretlack and me the earliest notice of it. 

With regard to the reports spread concerning the chancellor’s inte- 
rest dealing with the Empress, he assured me they had as little founda 
tion, as those concerning the Empress; but that he believed, he had given 
occasion, himself, to what some ministers had wrote from hence upon that 
subject; for, in order to conceal the share he had had in the changes 
made in the russian ministers at Vienna and Dresden, he had told them 
and, in particular, the saxon minister, m-r Funk, that these resolutions 
had been taken without his knowledge; from whence they naturally inferred. 
it proceeded from the intrigues of his enemies. 

The chancellor took up the complaints I had made of the delays 
that the dispatch of all kind of business met with here, and said, this 
and many other things would be upon another foot, if any business of 
real consequence was in agitation, which had not been the case, since 
their disputes with Sweden were over. He likewise gave me to understan 
that the attention of this court would be greatly quickened, if it was united 
with the maritime powers in such a manner, as it might find therein a 
more present and immediate interest, and here I must observe to your grac 
that, though there cannot be any the least doubts of their sincere good 
intentions for strengthening and supporting the system of the Empire, and 
in particular, for promoting, all they can, the election of the archduke 
Joseph to be king of the Romans, yet, if we would have them be of al! 
the weight, they can and are willing to be in these scales, I plainly see. 
some advantage will be expecied more, than just the honour of supportins 
a good cause. Acquisitions they desire none, their Empire is already to 
great, and let them only seriously think of conquering what they hay. 
within themselves, they may boldly laugh at all the attempts. Two third: 
of Europe, joined together, could make against them; therefure the powe! 
which have the chiefest and greatest interest in the preservation of peace 
and the balance of power should, in their opinion, not grudge to mab 
easy and light to them the friendly and powerful hand which they a: 
willing to lend to attain those ends, and which concerns, more or les 





Se 


he other powers of Europe, according as they are nearer to or more 
remote from the danger. To return to the delays I complained of, here, 
u business; the great chancellor said farther that, did we think proper to 
ome into closer engagements with this court, the dispatch of affairs might 
asily be regulated and settled to our satisfaction by an article in the 
realy. 

[ come now to that part of your grace’s letter of the 28-th February, 
vherein you take notice of the several papers the great chancellor had 
lelivered to me, to induce His Majesty to give a subsidy to Russia. I told 
iim that both them and the other things that had been flung out to your 
race in discourse to that purpose, had, all, been thought so vague that 
10 certain judgement could be made upon them. But if he, the chancellor, 
would speak out plainly and declare what number of troops they can have 
in readiness, and what subsidy they will demand, His Majesty would, 
(hen, consider, what is proper for him to do. To this the chancellor answered 
that, if we would take the pains in England to read over again the 
papers he had given me, he believed, they would not be thought too vague, 
but very clear and explicit. However, as he was desired to be more cireum- 
stantial, he would let me know that general Apraxin, the president of the 
college of war, had told him, in a conference, they had lately had to- 
ether, that, as this Empire had nothing to fear on the side of Turkey or 
ersia, a great number of troops, which were on the frontiers of those 
iwo states and only kept there because their subsistence cost very little, 
might be withdrawn from thence; by which means and according to an 
account taken of it by the college of war, they could have in a readi- 
ess and for any use whatsoever a body of 30, 40, 50 or 60.000 men, 
exclusive of any number of troops they may be obliged to furnish their 
allies by virtue of treaties; that nevertheless he was of opinion that it 
would be most for the service of the maritime powers, if they took only 

body of 40.000 men into their pay; to which might be added the 12.000 
uien this court was bound by treaty to furnish England; which, making 
ovether a corps of fifty two thousand men, should be kept on the fron- 
‘ers and in readiness to mareh and to act at the shortest warning either 
y way of diversion against Prussia; or in any other manner that the 
varitime powers should judge most for their service and that of the com- 
ion cause; that of these 52.000 men the maritime powers should only 
pay for forty thousand and that only, when the case existed that they 
siould go upon immediate service. With regard to the subsidy the great 
ciancellor, at first, made some difficulty to mention any particular sum, 











referring to the papers I had transmitted to your grace; however, at last 
he said he hoped one hundred and fifty thousand pounds per annum woul: 
not be thought too much for the extraordinary expence of keeping — thos 
troops on the frontiers well provided with every thing and in constay 
readiness to march at a minutes warning; but he was at the same tim 
to tell me, it would not be worth their while to accept even of that sum 
if the treaty was not made for four or five years, as a shorter time woul 
not answer the expence they should be put to by causing such a genera 
motion to be made amongst their troops, as they should be obliged to d 
in supplying the place of the troops, which are nearest at hand to form 
the corps abovementioned, to be kept on the frontiers by others, whic: 
are at a great distance and in the more remote parts of the Empire. For, 
independent of the troops on the frontiers, let them be more or less, they 
were obliged to hold a proper countenance on the side of Sweden, which 
could not be done without having between Narva, Novogrod, Petersbury 
it’s neighbourhood and Finland a corps of forty -thousand men. | mus! 
not forget to tell your grace that, in case of an attack against Hanove: 
only, the chancellor said the twelve thousand men, this eourt was to tur 
nish England, could not march, as the casus feederis would not exist: 
but, that the forty thousand men, which the maritime powers should tak: 
into their pay, would be at their disposal and ready to act, in what man 
ner and wheresoever they pleased. And here | was not a little surprised 
to hear the great chancellor come out with the heaviest complaints of th 
usage, which the corps of thirty thousand Russians, that were in the pay 
of the maritime powers, met with in the year 1748; who, after a very 
fatiguing march of several months, were ordered immediately on their arri- 
val in Bohemia to return home through Poland and that in winter; whicli 
had those orders been complied with, would have been the utter ruin anc 
destruction of the whole corps. And I find this treaty has been so mucli 
resented here, that general Apraxin declares publicly on all oecasious 
that he would rather give a body of 50/m men to the court of Vienna 
for amunition bread only, than to the maritime powers for a large sub 
sidy. Having, thus, given your grace an account of what passed between 
the great chancellor and me, in consequence of the orders I had receive: 
by your grace’s letter of the 28-th of February, it is proper, I shoul: 
take notice of a few other articles, in the said letter, which did not mas 
any part of the subject matter of my conference with the chancellor. Firs', 
I must let your grace know, what you have heard of Russia’s receivir 
a considerable subsidy for keeping in readiness a body of troops for ti 
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service of the empress-queen, is an invention of the king of Prussia’s to 
make Franee believe, there were some designs in agitation here against 
Sweden. The only foundation for this intelligence, which has been given 
me in a confidential manner, | suppose to make it have a greater appea- 
rance of truth, is that, when general Bretlack left Vienna, he was charged 
with a sum of between forty and fifty thousand ducats being part of the 
subsidy which the dutch are still indebted to this court. This money was 
given general Bretlack by a Jew at Vienna, who acts there, as an agent 
lor Holland; and, as such a large sum of money could not be brought 
to his house without notice being taken of it, we suppose, the prussian 
minister sent word of it to his master, who, from lesser matters, knew. 
how to cook up advice in such a manner, as may answer his views and 
designs. 

As I find in your grace’s abovementioned letter that you lay a great 
stress upon my not having had an opportunity of having a confidential 
discourse with the great chancellor in six weeks time, | must, in all sub- 
mission, beg leave to tell your grace that no inferences are to be drawn, 
from thence, of the impracticability of any correspondence with this court 
upon material business. Had I pressed him to appoint me an hour, he 
would certainly have done it; but I had nothing of consequence to say 
to him. All courts have their particular manner of acting and dispatching 
business; and this, though.it begins to make a figure in the affairs of 
Europe, has not, like the cat in the fable, who was changed into a wo- 
an, forgot that it was, formerly, only an asiatick power; so that, if they 
retain a good deal of the eastern customs, it is not surprising. There are 
livre, besides, I must own, faibles and passions which are great cloggs to 
husiness; but, if we know, how to make-a right use of them, they turn, 
infinitely, to our advantage; nay, if those faibles and passions did not 
exist, | know not, if it would not be for our interest to raise them at 
i great expence. For | would have your grace be entirely persuaded of 
ie truth, which is, that this Princess’s aversion to France and Prussia 
as taken a much deeper root, than her aversion to business. She gave 
in instance of it two days ago only, when the chancellor, having asked 
eave for two young noblemen to go on their travels to Vienna and other 
arts, she granted it, but on the express condition that they should not 
» to France or Prussia. This Princess is now in the full strength and 
iwour of her age and given to no excesses which can shorten a woman's 
le, so that, without any miracle, there is a prospect of her reigning 
iirty years longer; during which time, if she be kept in the good dis- 
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position, she is in at present, as may very easily be done, what great 
advantage, nay, happiness may not result from it to powers who have no 
views, but the preservation of the public peace and the forming such a 
concert of measures, as may effectually chastise those who may be tempted 
by their ambitious designs to break it? 

Upon the whole, my lord, without presuming to determine, what mea- 
sures are proper or not for our court to take, | must, seriously, repre- 
sent to your grace that, in case the repeated overtures and insinuations 
made from hence to induce His Majesty to grant this court a subsidy 
meet with no ingression, the sooner it is made known to this court by 
a friendly negative, the better: for, to be silent and saying nothing upon 
the subject would have a worse efect, than a refusal. Should our court 
be of another opinion and inclined to set on foot, here, a negotiation upon 
the proposal made by the chancellor; in that case it will be proper, the 
court of Vienna should be desired to send orders to their ambassador here 
to act in concert with me for bringing this negotiation to a happy con- 
clusion upon the easiest and most reasonable terms that can be obtained. 
Two days ago, general Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, count Colloredo 
and I met the chancellor, at his own desire, at baron Wolff's, where the 
chancellor repeated all I have wrote above, in their presence, for fear o! 
any mistake or any misunderstanding on his side or mine. 

I send no duplicate of this dispatch to the earl of Holdernesse, lea- 
ving it to your grace to order it, if you think proper. 

I had almost forgot to acquaint your grace that the great chancello 
repeated to me, several times, that, if our court would not come to some 
resolution upon what he had said to me, so that, if a negotiation shoul 
be set on foot, in consequence .thereof, it may be brought to some ma- 
turity by the latter end of July or beginning of August, it would, after 
wards, be too late; for that the Empress’s journey to Moscow being fixed 
and resolved upon, the chancery and the court would be so busy afte 
that time in packing up and making all the other preparations for this 
journey, that they would have no leisure here to give much attention to 
business before their arrival at Moscow and that they were settled there. 
which would not be before next lent. R. 19/30 May, by Lamb. P. R. 0 
Russia. 1752. N 64. 














Ne 228. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 11-th April o. s. (22-d April) 1752. 


Apart. My lord. As I find the complaints made by Sweden, though 
ithout any the least foundation, of some irregular proceedings and con- 
ary to treaty on the frontiers, on the part of Russia, has made a great 
‘al more noise, than the thing deserved, I herewith transmit to your 
race copies of the promemoria’s which the swedish minister m-r Greif- 
nheim has given in upon that subject to the Empress’s ministers and of 
ieir answer thereto. Your grace will excuse me if I send them in german, 
ot having time to get them translated before this express goes away. 

I likewise here inclose to your grace a copy of his most christian 
najesty’s letter to the Empress of Russia, notifying the death of madame 
lenriette. This letter was sent hither by m-r Panin, the russian minister 

Stockholm, who had received it from the french ambassador there. 

M-r Panin writes, besides, in a secret letter to the great chancellor 
iat the french ambassador had expressed to him, in the strongest man- 
er, the earnest desire of his court to renew a closer and more friendly 

correspondence with this court, and to that end, without any farther delay, 
ministers should respectively be sent from one to the other, but the great 
chancellor has not thought proper to lay this letter before the Empress; 
id, on this occasion, | must acquaint your grace that m-r Funk, the 
‘axon minister, has, by order of his court, made the strongest instances 
') the same purpose and endeavoured to persuade the great chancellor 
‘iat it would be for his advantage, if a french minister was here, as he 
uight come at the key of his cypher and then have him sent away, as 
i-r Chétardie was. But these representations and insinuations of the court 
| Saxony are thought here very unfair and uncandid, as they know 
‘iat count Loss, the saxon ambassador at Paris, has given himself the 
irs, there, to brag that he would not only be the means, by the influence 
‘hich his court had over this, that a french minister should be received 
| Petersburg, but that the Empress of Russia should name one first to 
» to Paris. R. 19/30 May, by Lamb. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Copie d'une lettre du roi de France a I'impératrice de Russie. 


Trés haute, trés excellente, trés puissanie et tres magnanime Princesse, 
tre trés chére sceur et parfaite amie, Elisabeth 1-re, Impératrice et 
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Autocratrice de toutes les Russies, Moscovie, Kiovie etc. ete., nous av 
trop de confiance dans les sentiments de Votre Majesté Impériale a not, 
égard pour n’étre pas persuadé qu'elle sera sensible a la perte que no 
venons de faire de madame Henriette, notre seconde fille. Plus la part q 
Votre Majesté y prendra sera vive et sincdre, plus elle sera proportionnee 
i l'intérét que nous prenons a tout ce qui la regarde et aux sentimen's 
de Vamitié particuliére que nous avons toujours cus et que nous aurois 
toujours pour elle. Sur ce nous prious Dieu, trés haute, trés excellente, tres 
puissante et tres magnanime Princesse, notre trés chére seur et partai 
amie, qu’ll veuille tenir Votre Majesté en sa sainte et digne garde. Keri) 
a Versailles, le 17 Février 1752. Contresigné: De Barberie. 


Ne 229. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 14-th April o. s. (25-th April) 17 


My lord. Your grace will have heard, long before this reaches you 
hands, that the secret committee of the diet, now sitting in Sweden, hai. 
at last, yielded to count Tessin’s repeated  sollicitations and consented to 
his laying down his post of president of the chancery, which has beew 
since, conferred on senator Hopken. M-r Panin, the russian minister al 
Stockholm, writes hither, on this oceasion, that the interests of France will 
receive no hurt by this change in the ministry; for that senator Hopken 
was, as Zealously attached, and devoted to that crown, as any one pai 
lisan she had in the kingdom. M-r Panin seems, on the contrary, to fea 
that this new chief minister’s intemperate zeal may make him lead Swede 
into greater lengths for the service of France, than all his predecessv 
count Tessin’s finesses had been able to do. As count Tessin has, howe- 
ver, been persuaded to keep his seat in the senate and his place of go 
vernor to the prince royal, by which latter post he will be obliged to « 
constant attendance at court, m-r Panin is under some apprehension, leas! 
he should find means to reconcile the king with the senate and, thereby. 
frustrate the hopes, the well intentioned Swedes had conceived of briu 
ging the king into a right way of thinking. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
17-th March signifying to me His Majesty's pleasure, that during his re 
sidence abrvad I should address my dispatches to your grace at Hanoy 
and send duplicates of them to the earl of Holderness, whieh | have beguy 
accordingly to do. R. 12-th May. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 





Ne 230. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 25-th April o. s. (6-th May) 1752. 


My lord. If I give your grace the trouble of ths letter, it is only 
» acquaint you that nothing has occurred here for those three last postes 
yorth writing, unless it be that on Tuesday last being the great dutchess’s 
birthday, it was celebrated at court with the usual ceremonies at noon 
ud in the evening; this day also is another great festival, as it happens 
» be the anniversary of the Empress’s coronation. 

i have received the honor of your grace’s letter of the 27-th March 
and, pursuant to the commands contained therein, I shall be careful to 
iransmit all the accounts I shall be able to procure of what passes in 
Sweden for His Majesty's information. R. 22-d May. P. R. O. Russia. 
(752. No 64. 


Ne 231. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th May o. s. (16-th May) 1752. 


My lord. There is so little business of any Kind transacting here at 
resent, that we are entirely at a loss what to write when the post day 
comes. A few days ago, the Empress removed from her winter to her 
summer palace, from whence, now the fine season is come, she will make 
lrequent excursions to Czarsko Sielo and some of her other country houses, 
untill the beginning of June, when, as usual, she will go and settle at 
eterhoff for the remainder of the summer. 


On Saturday last, being the empress-queen of Hungary’s birthday, on 
vhich oecasion general Bretlack gave a great entertainment, baron Maltzan, 
lie danish minister, took an opportunity after dinner to talk both to his 
xcellency and me about the negotiation so long depending here between 
iis court and the great duke for the exchange of land on the side of 
‘lolstein and Delmenhorst, and m-r Maltzan told us that he was surprised 
‘0 hear from the great chancellor that none of the russian ministers at 
‘lie courts of Londun, Vienna and the Hague had wrote hither, as the 
reat chancellor had desired, that the abovementioned courts, having at 
cart the success of this negotiation, had ordered their ministers, here, to 
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pass their good offices for that purpose in the most effectual manner; an 
m-r Maltzan added that he could the less account for the russian mini 
sters silence on this subject, as he had received, long since, advice fro 
his court that orders had been sent to his danish majesty’s ministers a 
London, Vienna and the Hague to use proper instances to have instruction 
sent to general Bretlack, m-r Swart and me. General Bretlack told m- 
Maltzan that he could assure him no such instances, as he mentioned, ha 
as yet been made at Vienna on the part of his court; however he wa 
ready to pursue the instructions he had received to favour his negotiatioy 
in all he could, whenever the great chancellor should say, it was prope 
and seasonable for him to do it. And I could not help returning the sanv 
answer, in consequence of the repeated orders I have received from thi 
King concerning this affair, though I am entirely ignorant if m-r Rosen 
krantz, the danish minister in England, has or has not made the instan 
ces and requisitions abovementioned. 

If we are in the dark here with regard to the affairs of Denmark, 
we are not less so, with regard to his polish majesty’s accession to th 
treaty of 1746. Sir Charles Hanbury Williams assures me that m-r Briili! 
had notified, in form, to count Sternberg, the austrian minister at Dres 
den, his polish majesty’s intention of acceding to the abovementioned treaty 
But, as often as I speak about it, to general Bretlack, wondering he has 
not yet received full powers, he, as constantly and as positively, assures 
me that it is a mistake and that no answer has yet been returned to 
the empress-queen’s invitation either at Dresden or Vienna, R. 22-d May 
P. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ne 232. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 16-th May o. s. (27-th May) 1752 


My lord. This place continues to be very barren of news. The Empress. 
who had been for eight or ten days at Czarsko Sielo, is come to her summe 
palace again here in town, but immediately after the whitsun holidays. 
she will remove to Czarsko Sielo and spend there some time in hunting. 

A few days ago, general Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, receive’ 
a courier from his court. Amongst other things he is informed by th 
dispatches which this courier brought that the danish minister at Vienn: 
had, at last, desired, in the name of the king, his master, that thei 
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uperial majesties would be so kind, as to employ their best offices for 
ringing the negotiation between the court of Denmark and the great duke 
'a happy conclusion. We expect, now, every post, to hear that the same 
oquisition has been made at Hanover and the Hague by the danish mi- 
isters residing there, and that, in consequence thereof, the russian mini- 
‘ers at the three abovementioned courts will have been spoke to in the 
ianner the great chancellor Bestuchef desired, whose view, in this nego- 
ition, as I have mentioned ip several of my former dispatches, is to 
uake the king of Denmark renounce his engagements with France and 
in in a concert of ‘counsel and measures with his true and natural allies. 
’. R. O. Russia. 1752. M 64. 


e 4 233. : 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 26-th May o. s. (6-th June) 1752. 


My lord. I had not the honour to write to your grace by the three 
last posts, nor should I have done it by this, did I not begin to fear 
you may forget that His Majesty has a minister here. On Sunday last 


iliere was a drawing room at the Empress’s summer palace, which it is 
ihought will be the last this summer, as preparations are making for Her 
imperial Majesty’s removal from thence to Peterhoff. 

Baron Greiffenheim, who has resided here about two years and a 
alf, as envoy extraordinary from Sweden, has received his letters of re- 
\ocation and will take his audience of leave to-morrow or next day. baron 
osse, who came hither some months ago to notify the late king of Swe- 
en's death, is appointed to sueceed him, but is not expected here before 
lie latter end of June or beginning of July. 

I received a few days ago the honour of your grace’s letter of the 3/14 
‘May, by which I have the pleasure to see that you was safely arrived at 
llanover and had the great satisfaction to find (God be praised) His Majesty 
it the most perfect health. R. 23-d June. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Ne 234. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 6-th June o. s. (17-th June) 1752. 


My lord. After so long a dearth of any kind of news worth writing 
‘ym hence, I am sorry to have a melancholy article to transmit to your 
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crace by this post from Moscow, two thirds of that town, according | 
the late letters we have received from thence, having been destroyed by 
fire. By the lists which have been sent hither it appears that above fiy 
thousand houses have been burned to the ground; much the greatest numbe; 
of these houses were indeed only of wood and a great many of thew 
only hutts and cabins, but there are also a great many stone and_ brick 
houses, aS well as manufactures of great value, which have met with th 
same fate. By good fortune this disaster happened in a part of the tow, 
a little remote from the court, otherwise it must have prevented the Empress’ 
intended journey to Moscow. 

Yesterday Her Imperial Majesty removed from her summer palace ( 
Peterhotl, where she will reside as usual untill her names day, which ts 
on the 5-th of September, R. 4-th July. P. RB. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64 


Ne 235. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 13-th June o. s, (24-th June) 1752 


My lord. The Empress was not yet gone to Peterhoff, as | acquainted 
your grace in my letter of the 6-th, and removed thither the day before 
yesterday only. Some people attribute this alteration in her resolution to 
the cold, raw weather, we have had here of late, others, to another dis 
agreable piece of news which the court has received from Moscow of an 
insurrection of some thousand peasants, who worked in the iron mines 
belonging to count Alexander Shuwalof about one hundred wersts frou 
that eapital, on account of the hard labour they were put to and the 


smallness of their pay. These peasants having gathered together to the 


number of about three thousand, not only drove away the first detachment 
of soldiers which were sent to keep them in awe and prevent their com- 
mitting any disorders, but on the arrival of a regiment of dragoons, th 
colonel of which produced to them an wkaze from the senate orderiny 
them, in the Empress’s name, to lay down their arms and return pea 
ceably to their habitations, they fell upon these troops, killed the colone! 
dangerously wounded the lieutenant colonel and cut to pieces or wounde: 
about two thérds of the regiment. I am not yet exactly informed of a! 
the particulars and circumstances of this affair. In general, it is said, thes 
disturbances have been quelled by six regiments of foot; but, | find, som 
people are inclined to believe, as if these riots might have farther con- 
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ences and that there is a connection between these peasants, in the 
‘hbourhood of Moscow, and those that work in the iron mines in 
sia, Who, they pretend to know, are, also, mutinous and have taken 
arms, and what gives great room for these ‘suspicions is that some 
ons of distinetion, but who they are, | am not yet informed, have 
u lately brought hither and committed close prisoners. 
In a few posts, | hope to be able to send your grace a more par- 
lar account of these matters which is the more necessary, as I doubt 
but they will be greatly magnified abroad by those who wish to see 
troubles and confusion in this country. 
By some letters, | have seen from Moseow, the damage done by 
' fire, which has happened there, is much more considerable, than was, 
ul first, reported, and people begin to think, it may prevent Her Impe- 
tial Majesty’s intended journey thither. R. 14-th July. P. R. O. Russia. 
1752. Ne 64. 


No 236. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 23-d June o. s. (4-th July) 1752. 


My lord. The tumult amongst the peasants, in the neighbourhood of 
Moscow, which I mentioned in my letter of the 13-th instant, is entirely 
appeased, as we are assured by the great chancellor and other ministers 
vo! this court; nor was it so considerable, as was, at first, represented. 
lle colonel of dragoons who marched against them is not killed, as it 
was said; but was made prisoner by them; and the misfortune which the 
second detachment met with was owing to the commanding officer’s fault, 
lio having poured his whole flre upon them, at once, gave these pea- 
sats an opportunity of surrounding him and his detachment and using 
lem so ill, as they did. The persons who have been brought hither pri- 
souers are ecclesiastics, as I am told; but what is laid to their charge 
is not yet known. 

| have been desired, by the great chancellor, to remind your grace 
vl what I wrote to you, some months ago, at his request concerning the 
legotiation with Denmark; viz-t: that count Czernichew might be told, His 
Majesty had the success of it at heart and that orders had been sent to 
ile to join with general Bretlack and m-r Swart in any measure which 
told, the most effectually, contribute towards it. R. 24-st July. P. RB. 0. 
Russia, 1752. Ne 64. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 4-th July o. s. (15-th July) 17 


My lord. We continue here in our state of barrenness with regard 
any kind of intelligence worth writing. nor do we entertain any hopes «| 
erowing more fruitfull, unless any thing from abroad should give oceasivy 
to new transactions here. 

Last week, the Empress together with the great duke and duteliess 
came from Peterhoff to the summer palace here in town, in order to | 
lebrate the great duke’s name's day, which was on Monday last, and t\\o 
days after they returned again to Peterhoff. 

Yesterday, | had a message from the great chancellor to let me know 
that m-r Czernichew had made a report to the Empress of the conver- 
sation your grace had had with him, concerning the negotiation between 
the court of Denmark and the great duke for the exchanging of Holstein 
against Oldenburg and Delmenhorst. Conjunctures seem to favour, dail) 
more and more, the court of Denmark’s desires in this affair; for the 
great duke is so very much pressed, on all sides, by his creditors, that 
to extricate himself he has formed a pretension on the Empress in right! 
of his mother; and, as we are very well assured, that Her Imperial Ma- 
jesty will not be in the humour to pay it, if just or not the natural con- 
sequence will be, her advising him to accept the offer of Denmark, 1 
order to make his affairs easy. R. 1-st August. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752 
Ne 64. 


Ne 238. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 18-th July o. s, (29-th July) 1602 


My lord. We continue here in a perfect state of inaction. The Emprvss 
is at Peterhoff, and most of her ministers at their country houses, wlwre, 
in all probability, Her Imperial Majesty and they will continue, as |) 
as this fine season lasts. 

A few days ago, arrived here colonel Posse, the new swedish 1i\\ 
ster, and to-morrow he is to have his first audience of the Empress «| 


Peterhoff. 





Some days before colonel Posse arrived here, colonel Stierneld, who 
was sent by the king of Sweden on his arrival in Finland with a letter 
i» the Empress, which being full of the strongest assurances of his swe- 
lish majesty’s great friendship and respeet for Her Imperial Majesty and 
t his sincere desire to see the most perfect harmony established bet- 
ween the two crowns, has given great satisfaction to this court, and co- 
lonel Melgunow will be dispatched in a few days with the Empress’s answer, 
which will be conceived in the like cordial and affectionate terms. The 
impress has already given orders that a present of one thousand ducats 
should be made to colonel Stierneld, before he leaves this court. 

Colonel Stierneld, with whom I was acquainted in Sweden, having 
been pleased to make me a_ visit since his arrival here, | returned it 
yesterday evening. when | was not a little surprised at his acquainting 
me, in a friendly and confidential manner, with his swedish majesty’s 
real concern to see the coldness between our court and his lasted so long. 
Then, giving me to understand that what he said to me was by his swe- 
dish majesty’s order, colonel Stierneld added that the king of Sweden was 
heartily tired with the dependance in which his kingdom had been brought 
towards France, who, he plainly saw, had only an eye to her own inte- 
rest in her engagements with her allies; that these considerations and the 
“ood of his dominions made him heartily wish to see a friendly corres- 
wondence renewed between the two courts, by sending, recipreeally, mi- 
uisters to each other; and that his swedish majesty was ready to con- 
tribute thereto by all the facilities on his side, which could be thought 
reasonable and proper. Colonel Stierneld asked me, next, if I had seen, 
vithin these few days, the great chancellor, And, upon my telling him 1 
ad not, he desired me, the next time | did, that 1 would let the great 
chancellor know what he, colonel Stierneld, had told me; for that he had, 
already, had a long conversation with the great chancellor upon this subject, 
vho had promised to give me an account of it. As in a few days, ge- 
eral Bretlack and | are to go and dine with the great chancellor at 
‘is country house, | shall take that opportunity to speak to him about 
hese overtures of colonel Stierneld “And know his opinion upon them, In 
le meantime, I must not conceal from your grace that my surprise is 
reat at colonel Stierneld’s being charged with such a commission, as all 
ie time | was in Sweden he showed himself, on all occasions public 
' private, to be one of the warmest partisans of France. R. 15-th August. 
’ R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 
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Ne 239. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Hanover, 29-th July 175 


Cypher to the end. Sir. | have received your several letters (th 
last of which is dated the 23-d June o. s.) and laid them before th 
King, but have had no commands from His Majesty to send you upoi 
them. 

Your private letter of the 141-th April was so very different from 
what you had before mentioned and so far exceeded what you, yoursell 
iad thought would be satisfactory, that it is impossible for His Majesty 
fo enter into it. And, indeed, any consideration of that kind, at present 
is both improper and impracticable. But however, as the expences ar 
already made for this year, the King hopes that the ill intentioned party 
will not be able to induce the Empress of Russia to make any alteration 
in the present disposition of her troops. 

His Majesty meets with so little disposition in the court of Vienna 
(whose particular interest it is) to forward the great affair of the election 
of a king of the Romans in favour of the archduke, that all other mea 
sures, founded upon the same principle, will necessarily be attended with 
the greatest difficulties. 

[ mentioned to you some time ago, how much the court of Russia 
were concerned to promote the suecess of the election of a king of thi 
Romans, and the chancellor Bestuchef should have exerted all his credil 
with the court of Vienna for that purpose, if he seriously intended (as | 
am persuaded he does) to promote and establish a solid system of union 
between the maritime powers, the two empresses and the well intentioned 
princes ef the empire, I do not say in opposition to, but exclusively and 
independently of France and Prussia. 

I must do the king of Poland the justice to say that, ever since tly 
conclusion of our treaty, he has acted a steady and most commendably 
part. I wish his example had been followed by others who are more imu 
diately concerned in this question and who will be more nearly affected 
if it should, at last, miscarry. 

As soon as m-r Rosencrantz applied to me (which was some tin 
before | received your last letter of the 23-d June), I spoke to coun’! 
Czernichew that he should write to his court (as you have since propose: ) 
that His Majesty wished success to the king of Denmark's application 





he grand duke of Russia, and I doubt not, but m-r Czernichew has wrote 
cordingly. It is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should, in coneert with 
he imperial and dutch ministers, and pursuant to your former orders, take 
such steps, as you shall think proper to induce the Empress of Russia to 
engage the great duke to consent to what is desired by the king of Den- 
nark. And you will acquaint the danish minister that I have not only 
poke to count Czernichew, but that you have received fresh orders from 
ilis Majesty for that purpose. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Ni 240. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 

St. Petersburg. 28-th July o. s. (8-th August) 1752. 

My Jord. The court days at Peterhoff having of late been a little 
more frequent than usual, I have not had an opportunity of seeing the 
reat chancellor since my letter of the 1S-th instant, anywhere else, than 
in public; so that | have not discoursed him, yet, upon the overtures 
made tv me by court Stierneld, but | hear, from other hands, that this 


court has been desired, in the name of the king of Sweden, to employ 
their good offices and endeavours that a good harmony and friendly cor- 
respondence may be restored between our court and that of Stockholm; 
and | am given to understand that the next time | see the great chan- 
cellor he will propose to me, in form, some expedient tending to that end. 
i. 25-th August. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Ne 241. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 8-th August o. s. (19-th August) 1752. 


My lord. The greatest part of the last week has been spent here in 
a trip which the Empress took from Peterhotf to Cronstadt to see the dock 
vhich had been begun there in the Emperor her father’s reign and has 
‘ately been entirely finished under the care and direction of lieutenant ge- 
eral Lubras. The ministers of state, general officers, foreign ministers and 
il the persons of distinction of both sexes were invited to be present at 
‘lie ceremony of letting the water into the abovementioned dock and bles- 
sing it. On this occasion ball and great entertainments were given at Cron- 


* 
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Stadt for three days together, and the Empress to show general Lubra 
her satisfaction of his care and diligence in the finishing of this grea! 
work conferred on him the order of St. Andrew. 

| received, by the last post, the honor of your grace’s letter of thy 
18-ih (29-th) July. It is very true, my lord, that what I mentioned to you 
erace, in my private letter of the 11-th April, very much exceeded what 
I had hinted and thought, before would be satisfactory. | am, still, 0 
opinion that, had our court thought it advisable to listen to the first over- 
tures made from hence, they would have been satistied with a subsid, 
of 50/m. pounds per annum tor all the purposes mentioned in my above 
mentioned letter of the 11-th April, and the late general Bernes, wh 
was then the austrian ambassador here, was of the same opinion, and 
though I did not repeat this opinion to your grace, I believe, I should no 
have liad reason to be much in another way of thinking, in the cours: 
of the negotiation, if such an one had been set on foot, as several irre 
fragable arguments occurred to me, why they should be entirely contented 
if they received just as much as would make up the difference of expenc 
between keeping their troops on the frontiers and in the inward parts o! 
the Empire, but, since your grace is pleased to tell me that it is impos- 
sible for His Majesty to enter into this affair and that any consideration 
of that kind is both improper and impracticable, the best is to let it dro 
in the gentlest manner that is possible, though, if 1 can, I will avoid 
for a few weeks taking any notice to the great chancellor of what you 
erace has wrote to me upon this subject; for, the regulations and dispo- 
sitions they make here amongst their troops being from September to Sep- 
tember, | would be glad they were settled for the next year before tli 
vreat chancellor knew the sentiments of our court upon his last overtures 

Your grace may be assured, this court is as well inclined, as \ 
can wish, to promote, all they can, the success of the election of the kine 
of the Romans. But the court of Vienna, by many arguments, endeavou 
to show the danger of acting too precipitately in this affair; and they ar 
chiefly founded, as I tind, on the jealousies and mistrust they have 0! 
the court of Saxony, whose views, they pretend to know, are, as soo1 
as an electoral diet is convoked, to form very great demands, and, 1 
less than the dismemberment of several considerable districts in Bohemia 

I have acquainted m-r Maltzan, the danish ministef, with your grace’: 
having spoke to count Czernichew and sent me fresh orders from tl) 
King, concerning the king of Denmark’s application to the great duke. (i 
neral Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, who has the like orders tro. 





iis court, and I have agreed to concert with the great chancellor, how 
ve are to proceed in this affair. But, though we spent the whole day 
vith him, the day before yesterday, there was so much company that 
( was impossible to speak to him about any business. R. 5-th September. 
’. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ne 242. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 15-th August o. s. (26-th August) 1752 


My lord. Yesterday, having spent the day again with the great chan- 
cellor in the country, when there happened to be but little company. he 
look an opportunity to discourse me upon the affairs of Sweden and Den- 
mark. 

With regard to the first, he acquainted me with the formal overtures 
which had been made to him, by count Stierneld for restoring a good 
larmony between the courts of London and Stockholm, by the interposition 
and good offices of this, saying that if the assurances given him by count 
Stierneld were to be depended upon, the king of Sweden was in as good 
lispositions, as could be wished, and would, certainly, contribute all he 
could towards reestablishing a friendly correspondence between the two 
courts. That the expedients proposed by count Stierneld were: that, as 
ur court had declined accepting of two ministers that had been named 
by that of Sweden, if His Majesty, in order to show his inclination to a 
recon iliation, would be pleased, at present, to name one to go to Sweden, 
lis swedish majesty would, instantly, uname one on his part to go to 
England, that should be a person entirely agreable to the king and_ the 
nation and should arrive in London before His Majesty’s minister set out 
lor Stockholm. The great chancellor observed, here, that these overtures 
uight, perhaps, appear a little loose and general to our court; but we 
night, however, take occasion from them to make counter propositions 
ud, by that means, set on foot a negotiation under the mediation of this 
court; which, let the suecess be what it will, could be attended with no 
ad consequences. The grand objection with us is, how the king of Sweden 
‘ill be able to show his good intentions, let them be ever so sincere, 
cing under the dependance of a senate who is entirely devoted to France. 

As to the affairs of Denmark, all the great chancellor said to me 

wut them was that, in about three weeks, he would give me his opi- 
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nion upon that negotiation; tor the success of it chiefly depended upon 
the renewing it in a proper time, which the great duke’s pressing wants 
and necessitys would, he believed, soon give us an opportunity to do 
R. 12-th September. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ni 243. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 22-d August o. s, (2-d September) [752 


My lord. Since my last, which was of the 15-th instant, I have 
had a visit from the swedish count Stierneld, in which he repeated to 
me all he had told the great chancellor, concerning his swedish majesty’s 
earnest desire of seeing a friendly correspondence renewed between our 
court and his. The count mentioned to me, also, the same expedients, he 
had proposed to the great chancellor and accompanied every thing he said 
with such strong assurances of the king, his master’s, and his own good 
intentions, that he. left me entirely persuaded of the truth and sincerity 
of them; but the next day, to my great surprise, I discovered that all 
the professions this gentleman has made, since he is here, are only amu- 
sements, and that his real design is as much, if not more, to reconcil 
this court with that of Berlin and, by that means, with that of France, 
than to reconcile our court and his. The count had not the courage to 
hint any such thing, directly, to the great chancellor, but got two per- 
sons int his confidence to break the matter to him and to represent the 
powerful alliance which would form an union of councils and measures 
between England, Russia, Sweden and Prussia. The great chancellor is so 
piqued at this, as I am told, that, if there be a court to-morrow, lhe 
intends to make the swedish count take leave of the Empress and, imme- 
diately afterwards, will give him the present which was designed him, that 
he may have no pretence for making any longer stay here. 

The last post brought us an account of the earl of Hindford being 
to leave Vienna, on the 13-th instant n. s., without having succeeded in 
his commission. General Bretlack continues to attribute this ill suecess t 
the selfish designs of the court of Saxony, to the exorbitant and unju 
stifiable demands of the court of Manheim and to the dangerous conse 
quences of convoking an electoral diet, before there is a greater and eleare: 
certainty, than there hitherto appears to be, of a majority of votes in favo 
of the archduke Joseph. 
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Three days ago, died at Cronstadt lieutenant general Lubras, on whom 
he Empress had conferred about a fortnight before the order of St. Andrew 
ior his care and deligence in finishing the large and spacious dock, which 
vas begun by the Emperor, her father. R. 19-th September. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ne 244. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. (20-th August 0. s. (9-th September) 1752. 


My lord. On Sunday last, there was no court at Peterhoff, so that 
ihe swedish count Stierneld has not, yet, taken leave of the Empress. 
But he will have an opportunity of doing it to-morrow, Her Imperial Ma- 
esty being now in town at her summer palace, where there will certainly 
be court to-morrow evening, on account of the feast of St. Alexander 
Newski. The persons whom count Stierneld got to sound the great chan- 
cellor upon his scheme of an alliance between Russia, Sweden and Prussia 
were baron Pechlin, the great duke’s chief minister for the affairs of Hol- 
stein, and m-r Brumpse, one of his highness’s chamberlains. Count Stier- 
weld did not include England in this alliance, as, through mistake, | wrote 
your grace in my last better. But we doubt not, but he would have pro- 
posed France, if the great chancellor had given any the least ear to these 
iisinuations; which are, we think, a pretty clear proof, how little those 
ventleman, who call themselves of the king’s party in Sweden, are to be 
depended upon. 

Two days ago, | received, with the utmost surprise, a letter from 
the swedish merchant Springer dated the 10-th at Libau in Courland, in 
which he informs me that he had in a most miraculous manner escaped 
(rom his confinement in the fortress of Maestrand, near Gottenburg, and 
desires | would procure him the Empress of Russia’s protection and liberty 
_ to settle in her dominions. I immediately sent this letter to the great 

chancellor, who promised to lay it before Her Imperial Majesty as yesterday 
v today, and he doubts not, but she will hear with real pleasure of this 
inhappy man’s lucky escape and readily take him under her protection. 
i. 26-th September. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 





Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 8-th (19-th) September 1752 


My lord. Since the Empress is come to her summer palace, here. 
in town, we are engaged in such a round of court days, balls, operas 
and other entertainments, that it would be difficult for us to find leisure 
to set about business, was there any stirring, which is so far from being 
the case, that, if I trouble your grace with this letter, after having missed 
two post days, it is only to tell you that I have nothing to write. 

The swedish colonel Stierneld has not yet taken leave of the Empress, 
for which I am at a loss to give a reason, as the great chancellor is 
certainly very impatient to have him gone. This gentleman, who came 
here in appearance with such pacific views, has had the imprudence to 
let drop to a foreign minister that no true Swedes could sit quiet, betore 
they had regained the provinces they had lost on this side. 

The swedish merchant Springer arrived here a few days ago; but 
this court is not yet come to a resolution, how they will dispose of him. 
The great chancellor has told, in general, that, if his advice is taken, he 
would be sent to Astracan and employed there in their commercial affairs 
with Persia. R. 6-th October. P, R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


Ne 246. 
Baron Wolff to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 8-th (19-th) September 1752 


My lord. If I have not had the honour to write your grace of late. 
it was owing to my feare of giving unnecessary trouble and not to any 
neglect of duty, because I have constantly communicated to colonel Gu) 
Dickens all such particulars, as came to my knowledge relating to the 
british interest, ete. 

But at this time I think myself more immediately obliged to inforn 
your grace that the grand chancellor and the vice-chancellor have, in the 
name of Her Imperial Majesty, notified to me, as likewise to all the fo 
reign ministers at this place, that Her !Majesty’s intentions were to remoy: 
with her court to Moscow in the month of December next and that it woul 
be agreeable to her Majesty, if the foreign ministers were to follow he: 
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‘ither. And colonel Guy Dickens has accordingly begun to make prepa- 
tions for that journey. But a the present circumstances of affairs does 
it seem to require any attendance there, | hope His Majesty will be 
aciously pleased to permit my continuance here in order (the better) to 
iintain and preserve the rights and privileges of His Majesty’s trading 
ibjects, at this port, ete. 
But whatever His Majesty in his great wisdom may judge most proper, 
; to my continuance here, or else going to Moscow, | shall with all cheer- 
iIness obey his royal commands, signified to me through your grace, at 
oes devotion I continue to remaine unalterably. R. 20-th October. P. R. 0. 
iussia,. 1752. N 64. 


Ne 247. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 15-th (26-th) September 1752. 


My lord. A few days ago, the Empress acquainted the senate and 
ler colleges with her intention of going to Moscow in the month of De- 
comber next; and yesterday by her order, the college of foreign affairs 
iotified the same in form to all the foreign ministers. Your grace has here 
uiclosed the paper that was delivered to them upon that occasion, upon 
vhich | must beg your grace will be pleased to send me His Majesty’s 
orders, aS soon as possible, no time being to be lost in securing a house, 
which are grown very scarce, since the havock made by the three sue- 
cessive fires which have happened in that capital. 
Last week the college of war settled the quarters for the troops of 
‘is Empire from this present September to next September 1753. They 
are much the same, as they were last year, except on the side of Fin- 
lid, where they leave only ten batalions and two or three regiments 
of dragoons; and the regiments they draw out of Finland go into Livonia 
') replace some which have orders to march towards Smolensk and Ukraine, 
Which latter province Her Majesty intends to visit next summer. By: this 
uW disposition, made amongst the troops, I am assured, there will remain 
aout sixty thousand men between Narva and Libau, in Courland, and 
about thirty thousand between Narva, Novogrod, Petersburg and Fredericks- 
im, in Finland. 
This court having received an account oi the great civilitys shown 
\ colonel Melgunow at Stockholm, whom the Empress had sent with a 





— 362 — 


letter of compliment to the king of Sweden, in answer to that she ha 
received from his swedish majesty by colonel Stierneld, Her Imperial Ma 
jesty has not thought proper to let colonel Stierneld depart from hene: 
before he had in return been shown the like civilitys. He has already par 
taked of the pleasure of several balls, operas and plays which have be: 
given here chiefly on his account and to-morrow there will be a mas 
querade at the summer palace, where it is supposed he will take his leay 
and towards the latter end of this week set out on his return home | 
Sweden. Kh. 13-th October. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. NM 64. 


Note. 


Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies ayant résolu d’aller @ 
Moscou au mois de Décembre, qui vient, et ayant en méme temps pou 
agréable, si son excellence m-r l’'ambassadeur, ainsi que les autres mes 
sieurs les ministres étrangers résidant a sa cour impériale voudront |’) 
suivre, le ministére de Sa Majesté Impériale n’a pas voulu tarder d’ey 
donner part & sa dite excellence, monsieur l'ambassadeur, et aux autres 
messieurs les ministres étrangers, . afin qu’ils soient en état de prendre a 
temps les mesures et les arrangements nécessaires a Végard de ce voyay 
St.-Pétersbourg, le 14 Septembre 1752. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. No 64 


Ne 248. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 22-d September (3-d October) 17 


My lord. The day before yesterday, the swedish colonel Stiernel: 
took leave of the Empress and, to-morrow, he proposes to set out on lis 
return home. During his stay here, he has given proofs, by his refined 
prevarications, that he is an able disciple of that swedish oracle in poll 
tics count Tessin; and, as the new swedish minister, baron Posse, be 
cins to show, likewise, his talent that way, I believe, I shall have 1 
occasion to trouble your grace with any farther overtures from henee, te: 
ding towards the establishing a more friendly correspondence between 01: 
court and that of Stockholm, than what exists at present. 

When general Bretlack came here, in order to relieve the late ¢ 
neral Bernes, as ambassador from the emperor and empress-queen, 
brought with him count Colloredo, a brother of the vice-chancellor’s, \ 
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s | doubt not but your grace will have been informed from Vienna) 
is, after general Bretlack had stayed here about a year or a year and 
half, to succeed him in an inferior character; but the great chancellor 
inking it would have a bad effect, if general Bretlack left this place so 
on, as he proposed, especially alter the Empress of Russia had seut 
iother ambassador to Vienna, in the room of count Bestuchef, count Col- 
redo desired leave, some time ago, to return to Vienna, and having re- 
ived it, he designs to leave this place in about a fortnight or three 
eeks. 
| herewith transmit fo your grace a letter from baron Wolff which 
_ as I understand, to desire that he may be excused trom following the 


~ 


urt to Moscow. R. 20-th October. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Ne 249. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 3-d (14-th) October 1752 


My lord. Ii we have been at a loss for some time past, what to 


‘rite from hence, we are still more so, if possible, since the Empress’s 
urney to Moscow is determined, for they are so taken up with the thoughts 
of it, that they will not give themselves leave to hear or speak about 
auy business of either great or little consequence. I will, however, hope 
(at an estafette, which arrived yesterday from Grodno to m-r Funk, the 
suxon minister, will rouse this court a little out of their present lethargy. 
Your grace will have heard, some time ago, of the unfriendly expostula- 
lus Which the prussian minister at Dresden had with those of Saxony, 
by order of the king, his master, about some steuer contracts which are 
jue to his subjects; to whieh the court of Saxony returned such an answer, 
is they thought, would have satisfied his prussian majesty. But by the 
ispatch which m-r Funk has received, by the abovementioned estafette, 
\e are informed that the prussian minister has made new and very angry 
i’presentations upon this affair of the steuer, declaring that the King, his 
ister, would look upon the court of Saxony’s not complying with his 
jemand, as a breach of the treaty of Dresden and as an open rupture. 
\ud the king of Poland and his saxon ministers, taking this proceeding 

the court of Berlin to be little less than a declaration of war, have 
iit orders to their minister here to be reclaiming the succour due by 
veaty, hoping at the same time that this court would immediately let 





—- 364 — 


the king of Prussia to told that they acknowledged the existence of th 
casus federis and were ready to fulfill their engagements with the cow 
of Saxony, in case of any attack on the part of his prussian majesty 
In my next, | hope to be able to inform your grace of the resolutio 
which this court has taken upon the demand and requisition of the cou: 
of Saxony. R. 31-st October. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. M 64. 


Ne 250. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 10-th (2l-st) October 175 


My lord. On Monday last, m-r Funk, the saxon minister, had a 
conference with the great chancellor and the vice-chancellor upon tl 
orders he had received, by an estafette, from Grodno, concerning tl 
-threats thrown out by the prussian minister if the steuer contracts, du 
to his prussian majesty’s subiects, be not immediately paid; and the nex! 
day, in the evening, general Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, and | 
were invited, at the saxon mivister’s desire, to another conference with 
the two ministers of the chancery and him; where their excellences toll 
us the representations m-r Funk had made to them, the day before, and 
that, though they had not laid them, yet, before the Empress, they would 
venture beforehand to assure us that Her Imperial Majesty would be always 
ready to fulfill her engagements and that orders should be sent to m-1 
Gross to make to the prussian minister the declaration the court of Sa 
xony desire with regard to the existence of the casus faderis, in casv 
of any attack on the part of his prussian majesty. But, as this shoul) 
be done in communication and concert with the ministers of England ani 
Vienna, their excellencies desired general Bretlack and 1 would let them 
know the sentiments of our respective courts upon this incident. 

In answer to this general Bretlack said that, as to his court, |) 
was assured that count Flemming, the saxon minister there, would fin: 
the empress-queen, according to her known way of thinking, ready to fulfill an) 
engagements, old or new, which she might have with the court of Saxon) 

As to our court, | tuld the russian ministers that they were se: 
sible that | could, yet, have no orders upon an affair that had so late! 
happened; but that His Majesty’s religious observance of his word au: 
engagements was too well known to leave me the least doubt of his fu’ 
lilling them on this occasion. 
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The day after this conference, general Bretlack thought proper to 
ake a little alteration, in the protocol, saying: «and the empress-queen 
ould fullfill all her engagements, if any existed», and this was 
ccasioned as that ambassador tells me by his finding amongst his papers, 
‘al the court of Saxony had not renewed their last engagements with 
he court of Vienna. 

For my part, though I am entirely ignorant of the nature of the 
ivagements between His Majesty and the court of Saxony, I did not 
link it necessary to make any alteration in what | had said in the con- 
erence; for my declaration is not binding, if there be no treatys or enga- 
ements between the two courts. 

The protocol of this conference, has been sent to the Empress at 
zarsko Sielo and, as soon as her answer comes, general Bretlack proposes 
'» send a courier to Vienna, by whom | shall transmit to your grace a 
nore particular account of this and any other transaction here that may 
« Worth your notice. 

A few days ago, some squadrons of the Empress’s horse guards set 
ut from hence on their march to Moscow. P._R. 0. Russia. 1752. Xe 64. 


Ne 251. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Hanover. 22-d October 1752. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. | have received your several letters, the 
‘ist of which is dated the 3-d instant, and laid them before the King. 

| send you inclosed, by His Majesty’s order, a memorial or factum, 
presented by count Rex upon some proceedings and threats of the king of 
russia, relating to the demands of his subjects upon the steuer, which 
io not appear to be founded upon the treaty of Dresden, those subjects 
iaving become creditors since the conclusion of that treaty and conse- 
uently could not be comprehended in it or entitled to the benetit of it. 

Count Rex has acquainted the King that the saxon minister at Pe- 
‘rsburg has not only received orders to desire the interposition of the 
court of Russia in their favour, but that they have, also, had a very 
lavorable answer from the Empress. 

As these pretensions of the king of Prussia’s subjects do not seem 
'\ be founded, either by the letter, or sense of the treaty; and as these 
‘ireats, if put in execution, will not fail to disturb the tranquility of the 
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empire (which may still be attended with further ill consequences), it 
His Majesty’s pleasure that you should represent to the great chancello 
how advisable it would be, for the sake of the public peace, for 
court of Russia to make very serious representations to the king of Pruss 
upon it and to show his prussian majesty, what may be the consequence 
persisting in a demand in which he is not founded and in supporting the 


demand, as is threatened by force. 

The King’s desire to prevent any thing that may have the appea 
rance of endangering the public peace, has induced His Majesty to sen 
orders to his ambassador at Paris to join with count Loss in making t\) 
same representations there: and count Kex has assured me that the cou 
of France have not only declared that they are of opinion that the kin 
of Prussia’s demands are not founded, but that the french minister at Berl 
has already made very strong instances to the king of Prussia in thei 
favour; which instances, however, his prussian majesty has, hitherto, ent 
rely disregarded. It is, therefore, necessary that all the considerable  po- 
wers who are interested in the preservation of the publie peace, should 
employ their good offices for dissuading and preventing a step being taken 
which could not fail to endanger the maintenance of it. 

We have constant accounts, from all the french and prussian parti 
sans, of the decline of the credit of the great chancellor. Sometimes ii 
is said that he will be succeeded by his brother, aud sometimes by the 
vice-chancellor. The King hopes, however, that, as you have been totally 
silent upon this subject (which I cant imagine, you would have been in 
an affair of that consequence), there is no foundation for these reports 
But, as the zeal of that minister for the good of the common cate - is 
so well known and has drawn upon him the ill will and resentment o/ 
other powers, His Majesty hopes that, for the sake of the honor and inte- 
rest of the Empress and of the support of that system which is so essei- 
tial for the preservation of the weight and influence of the russian Empire. 
the great chaneellor’s credit will not suffer any diminution. And it is the 
King’s pleasure that you should do every thing in your power that ma) 
tend to the support of it; with which you will acquaint the chancel! 
Bestuchef and you will take such measures in consequence of this letter. 
as he shall advise. 

You will transmit to me a_ particular account of the state of | 
administration and of the intrigues at court and your opinion, as to wii 
may be the result of them. 

I] send you an extract of a letter trom sir Charles Hanbury Wil: 
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ams (13-th August n. s.), whereby you will see what has passed bet- 
een him and count Bestuchef, the younger, relating to his situation with 
is brother, the chancellor. 

When he arrives at Petersburg or Moscow, you will use your endea- 
ours to reconcile the two brothers and, in all events, to prevent his 
ining with the vice-chancellor Woronzow and to keep him firm to that system 
rv Which he has professed so much zeal to sir Charles Hanbury Williams. 

The King hopes that by the new regulation, relating to the quarters 
( the russian troops, their numbers, on the side of Livonia and Courland, 
‘ill not be lessened; as I think, by the account you sent me in your 

(ter of the 26-th September, they will not be. His Majesty, however, 
vould have you send a particular account of the russian army and of 
‘heir quarters. 

I have no orders to send you in consequence of your several con- 
versations with colonel Stierneld, as | you yourself seem to be of opinion 
ind particularly, by your last letter) that no stress is to be laid upon 
i¢ appearances which he showed, at first, of his good intentions. 

| have been informed that m-r Melgunow (who was sent to Sweden 
irom the Czarina) was very open in his declarations against the chan- 
cellor Bestuchef and for that reason was caressed by the french party in 
Sweden. The behaviour of that gentleman (which, | am informed, was 
very remarkable) contributed to confirm the opinion that the chancellor 
bestuchef’s credit was much declined. 

His Majesty would have you be preparing for your journey to Moscow, 
lor which place you will set out, at the same time, with the other fo- 
reign ministers. 

As I find, by a letter from m-r Wolff, that he thinks it most for 
ie interest of His Majesty’s subjects that he should remain at Petersburg, 
‘lie King readily consents to it, if you and the chancellor Bestuchef shall 
wot think that you have occasion for him at Moscow. P. R. O. Russia, 
1752. M 64. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 20-th (3l-st) October 1752. 


My lord. If the tedious delay which the dispatch of all kind of bu- 
‘itess meets with here was not so well known to your grace, as it is, 
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you would hardly believe that the ministers of the chancery have not y: 
laid before the Empress the protocol of the conference which they lia 
on Tuesday the 6-th instant, with the austrian ambassador, the saxo: 
minister and me upon the application, made by the court of Saxony, | 
case of any attack on the part of the king of Prussia. The abovementione 
minister told us they would send the protocol of this conference to Czarsk 
Sielo; but the Empress’s sudden removal from thence to her summer pa 
lace, here in town, prevented them. And, though she has, now, been he: 
these ten days, they have not had an opportunity of talking to her abo) 
any business. They were in hopes she would admit them into her clos 
as yesterday; but I doubt it very much, as she designed to remove, {) 
day, from her summer to her winter palace. 

General Bretlack keeps his courier in readiness to be dispatched, as 
soon as the Empress’s inteptions upon our conference are known; and, as 
I have already acquainted your grace, | shall make use of that oppo 
tunity to write to you, more fully, upon the situation of affairs here 
R. 25-th November. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. NM 64. 


Ne 253. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 3l-st October (11-th November) 17: 


My lord. Since my letter of the 20-th (31-st) October, which was 
my last, we have all been here in the greatest confusion and not wit- 
hout some danger by a sudden inundation which happened here and lait 
the whole town six, eight or ten feet under water; the damage done |) 
this ‘sundation is very considerable there not being one house that lias 
not suffered more or less, and it would have been much greater, but tle 
‘amd which blew hard at south west having on a sudden changed to the 
north, the waters began to decline and fall. Since this inundation whici 
happened on the 22-d October o. s., we have had two more, but, thon!) 
bad enough, not near so considerable and dangerous as the first. 

On Tuesday evening was sennight, the Empress removed from lier 
summer to her winter palace, where she proposes to reside till she sels 
out on her journey to Moscow, which remains fixed for the middle »! 
December 0. 8. 

As they are glad here of the least pretence to delay and put off (w 
dispatch of business, your grace will uot be surprised, if our late cou- 
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fusion and danger furnished them with one; and in truth, IT cannot say 
it is groundless, for in some parts of the town, and particularly about the 
'mpress’s palace, the waters were so high, that the streets were unpas- 
sible. But, now, they talk of setting seriously to business, and the great 
chancellor. whom I dined with yesterday, assured me that both he and 
the vice-chancellor were to attend on the Empress after to-morrow, when 
they should, without fail, receive her commands with respect to the dis- 
putes between the courts of Berlin and Dresden about the steuer contract. 

On Sunday last, | received the honor of your grace’s letter of the 
22-d October n. s., upon the contents of which I have already had a 
conference of above two hours with the great chancellor, but, at his ear- 
nest and repeated desire, | am not to send your grace an account of if, 
any other way than by the austrian courier, which. [I hope, | may, now, 
venture to say, will certainly set out some day next week. How sure 
soever We may think our cyphers, the great chancellor is unwilling to 
trust to them in matters, where he is personally concerned. He says, they 
have, here, very able men at the deecyphering of letters, but believes those 
the King of Prussia employs at that work are vet better. R. 4-th De- 
cember. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. M 64. 


NM 254. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 7-th (18-th) November 1752. 


My lord. On Monday last, the two ministers of the chancery were 
admitted into the Empress’s closet aad received her commands upon the 
differences between the courts of Dresden and Berlin about the steuer con- 
tract; since when, they have minuted down what Her Imperial Majesty 
said to them and laid it before her for her approbation and signature, 
which latter is a precaution that the ministers of this court think proper 
i) take in all affairs of consequence. As soon as the Empress returns this 
paper to them (which we are in hourly expectation she will do), it will 
ve communicated to us in form, in general terms. | am able to inform 
your grace that the Empress’s resolution is very favorable, she only de- 
siring that she may not be left alone and that the other allies of Sa- 
xony may join and concur, with her, in such measures, as shall be thought 
‘he most advisable for his polish majesty’s safety and security. R. 17-th 
December. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. ¥& 64. 

24 





Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg, 17-th (28-th) November 1752 


My lord. Last night at eleven o'clock, the great chancellor having 
at last sent to m-r Funk, the saxon minister, and to me the Empress’s 
resolution upon the conference which general Bretlack, m-r Funk and | 
had with the two ministers of the chancery on Tuesday the 6-th October 
0. s., I shall now set down in order to inform your grace of my pro 
ceedings in consequence of your grace’s letter to me of the 22-d Octobe: 
n. s. from Hanover. 

You will have seen by my letter of the 34-st October (11-th No- 
vember) that soon after your grace’s abovementioned letter came to my 
hands, I had a long conference with the great chancellor upon the con- 
lents of it. The differences between the courts of Berlin and Dresden about 
the steuer contracts being already perfectly well known to him, all I had 
to do upon this subject was to tell him, pursuant to my orders, how advi 
sable it would be for the sake of the public peace for this court to make 
serious representations to the king of Prussia upon his ill founded demand 
and to show his prussian majesty, what may be the consequence of his 
persisting in it and supporting it by force. 

On this occasion the great chancellor told me that, as all affairs o! 
this nature must unavoidably pass through the chancery, it was absolu- 
tely necessary I should give in a little promemoria and that it would 
be of the greatest service to the saxon minister’s application. By my orders 
1 do not find it was His Majesty’s intention that | should make any us: 
of what your grace had wrote to me, but with the great chancellor only 
and I told him so, but he pressed me so hard that I was forced to comply 
and this is not the only time I have experienced, how ditfieult it is fo 
a minister at this court to stick to the letter of his instructions. 

For your grace’s thorough information of all the transactions in this 
affair and of the resolution this court is come to thereupon, | herewit! 
transmit to you under. 

Ne 1 the protocol of the conference held on Tuesday the 6-th Octob 
between the two ministers of the chancery and general Bretlack, m-r Fun) 
and me. 

Ne 2 is the paragraph which general Bretlack, the austrian ambassado! 
sent the next morning to the two ministers of the chancery, desiring | 
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ight be inserted in the protocol in lieu of what he had said at the 
nference. 
The reasons which the ambassador himself gave me for this altera- 


n were that upon recollection and perusing his papers on his return 


om the conference he did not believe there existed any engagements 
hatsoever between his court and that of Dresden. That the old engage- 
ents had been annulled by the court of Saxony’s joining with the court 
Berlin in the war against the empress-queen and that as to the new 
igagements made after the war and in the year 1744, the court of 


Saxony refused renewing them when desired, though the empress-queen 


lered to enerease the quota of troops on her part and to furnish forty 
jousand men for the court of Saxony’s twenty thousand, which was ent 


jousand more, than she was obliged to do by the convention of 1744. 


This court do not seem pleased with the austrian ambassador's — re- 
actation of what he had said in the conference, as appears by 
N 3, which is the extract of a reseript sent to count Keyserling, 


ie russian ambassador at Vienna. In this  rescript your grace will also 


e count Keyserling has orders to press again the court of Vienna to send 


he necessary full powers and instructions to their ambassador here, for 


neluding the affair of his polish majesty’s aecession to the treaty of 1746 


vetween the two empresses. 


Ne 4 is the copy of the promemoria | gave in at the great chan- 


ellor’s request, 


Ne 5 is the answer returned to my promemoria, to which answer 


ire annexed the three following pieces. 


Ae 6. The extract of a circular rescript sent to the Empress of Rus- 


\a’S ministers residing at foreign courts. 


No 7. The extract of a reseript sent to m-r Gross, the russian mi- 
ster at Dresden and 
Ne 8. The copy of a note which has been delivered to m-r Funk, the 


ixon minister at this court. 


By all these pieces your grace will see that the Empress of Russia 
unot be better disposed, than she is to concur with her allys in any 
asures which shall be thought advisable not only for the security and 
lence of Saxony, but for the preservation of the peace and the balance 
power in Europe. 

We have received advice here that the court of Dresden thought fit 
comply in part with the king of Prussia’s demands at the last fair of 
ipsick, but it is not doubted that he will be as clamorous at the next. 


* 





By which time, the court of Vienna may probably keep company wit! 
that of Dresden, for if the accounts which his prussian majesty has ordere 
his subjects of Silesia to bring in, by his” reseript of the 17-th Augus 
last. be ready, his pretensions on the house of Austria may run mue| 
higher, than his demands ’on Saxony. 

Your grace having ordered me to send you an account of the rus 
sian army and their quarters, T here inclese three papers marked A, b 
C, which will give you all the lights you can desire, as to their num 
bers in general and how they are distributed. 

Letter A contains an account of all the regular troops of this Empir 
uow on foot, and also of their irregulars and how much the latter may 
be increased, if necessary. 

Letter B is a translation from the russian of the orders signed th 
23-d August (3-d September) last tor regulating and settling the quarters 
of the troops through the whole Empire from September last 1752 to Sep 
tember 1753. Letter © contains an account of the number of troops whic! 
by the last regulation are quartered in the division of Petersburg ete. ete 
and the division of Livonia, Esthonia-ete., upon which I must observe that 
as there does net remain in Finland above fifteen thousand men (since 
the removal made last summer of some regiments from thence to Livonia 
ty supply the place of those which removed from Livonia towards Ukraine ) 
there lies, in the triangle between Narva, Novogrod and this town, neat 
forty thousand men, which ean move either towards Finland or towards 
Livonia, as occasion may require. 

A communication having been made to general Bretlack, the austrian 
ambassador, of all the papers here inelosed relating to Saxony, at leas 
one week before they were delivered to m-r Funk and me, we could n 


get our dispatches ready time enough to send them by general Bret 
lack’s courier; m-r Funk and | have therefore agreed to send one | 
Dresden, at the joint expences of our respective courts. 1 address my dis 
patehes to sir Charles Hanbury Williams and desire him to forward them 
safe to Hanover, from whence opportunities of conveying them to Englai 


cannot be wanting. 

As His Majesty has been pleased to order me, I am preparing [ 
my journey to Moscow, where I have already secured a house. 

Least there should be any mistakes in the inclosed translatious, whi: 
have been done in great hurry, | herewith send in a packet apart unde 
Ne 9 all the original german papers for his excellency m-r Munchausen s 
perusal. 





P. §. Though these dispatehes are dated the t7-th (28-th) November, 
ie courier, who is the bearer of them, could not depart from hence before 
nis evening Friday the 20-th November (1-st December). R. 5-th January 
(753. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. M64. 


Ne 1. Protocol of the conference held on Tuesday the 6-th October 
0. S. between the two ministers of the russian chancery and the 
austrian ambassador and british and saxon ministers. 


Dans la conférence qui s'est tenue le 5 Octobre 1752 chez le ehan- 
elier, en présence du vice-chaneelier, avec le ministre du roi de Pologue 
ecteur de Saxe m-r de Funk, le dernier communiqua deux extraits des 
eux ordres quil avait recus de sa cour avee un précis, concernant les 
uenaces faites aussi bien de la cour de Berlin que par le minisire du_ roi 
le Prusse résidant a Grodno & VPégard des billets de steuer et de leur 
continuel paiement, et il proposa en méme temps au nom de sa cour, pour 
wil fit ordonné a VPenvoyé Gross de déelarer au ministre de Prusse Mal- 
zal, qui se trouve a Grodno, que Sa Majesté l'lmpératrice de toutes les 
tussies conjointement avee toutes les puissances impartiales était aussi 
vleinement convaincue de la justice et modération dont la cour de Saxe 
vit, quelle ne pourrait’ sempeécher, en cas que cette aflaire ft portée 
contre toute attente de la part de la cour de Prusse a des suites facheuses 
i a des entreprises désagréables, de ne pas la regarder avee des yeux 
différents, mais bien d’accomplir saintement tous les engagements coutormes 
i ses alliances et pour quil fdt ordonné aussi a tous les ministres de la 
ur de Russie résidant dans les cours étrangéres de ‘s’expliquer de la 
mieme fagon de leur cdté et que Sa Majesté (Impératrice reconnaissait éven- 
‘iellement le casus feederis, qu’on avait donné les mémes ordres au mi- 
uistre Flemming a Vienne pour y faire une pareille proposition et que la 
ieme chose avait été faite auprés de la cour britannique. 

Au reste, lenvoyé de Funk pria le ministére de Sa Majesté l'TImpe- 
rice Winviter son exeellence Pambassadcur baron de Bretlack et Penveye 

(iuy Dickens et non seulement de leur faire part en contianee de sa 


position, mais aussi de faire le plustét possible le rapport a Sa Majeste 


‘linpératrice de toutes les Russies sur cette alfaire importante et de con- 
‘ibuer @ une heureuse résolution. 

Le lendemain 6 Octobre le chaneelier et le vice-chanecelier invi- 

ent a une conférence son excellence lambassadeur baron de Bretlack 
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et les envoyés Guy Dickens et de Funk, dans laquelle on fit part a mon 
sieur l'ambassadeur et & monsieur lenvoyé Guy Dickens des communica 
tions faites par monsieur de Funk et on leur donna a connaitre de | 
part du ministére de Russie qu’on ferait le trés humble rapport & Sa Ma 
jesté I'Ilmpérairice de cette affaire et quwil contribuerait le plustdt possib! 
& une trés haute résolution; il pouvait néanmoins assurer en avanece a 
nom de Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de toutes les Russies que, comme Sa Ma 
jesté était toujours accoulumée d’accomplir saintement tous ses engagement 


qui subsistaient entre ses alliés, sa dite Majesté ne serait pas éloignée 


reconnaitre éventuellement dans cette conjoneture le casus feederis et 
donner les ordres aussi bien a son envoyé Gross qu’a tous les autres m 
nistres résidant dans les cours é¢trangéres de faire aussi la déelarati 
demandée par la cour de Saxe de leur cété. Cependant il serait nécessai: 
que cette déclaration se fit de concert avee les ministres de la cour imp 
riale romaine et de la cour britannique. 

Son excellence l'ambassadeur baron de Bretlack assura ensuite 4: 
comme l’envoyé de Flemming aurait déja fait a sa cour le rapport cony: 
nable sur cet accident, sa majesté limpératrice-reine, dont la facon ¢ 
penser lui était entiérement connue, ne serait pas éloignée d@accomplir sain 
tement tous les ywux et nouveaux engagements qui subsistent entre la 
cour de Pologne et de Saxe, de reconnaitre pareillement le casus feeder 
éventuellement et de faire faire aussi bien par son ministre a Berlin, qu 
par tous ses autres ministres résidant dans les cours étrangeres, conjoiu 
tement avec les ministres des cours de Russie et de Londres, la déclar: 
tion requise, assurant de plus que lui, ambassadeur, appuyerait au plust 
possible cette affuire trés elficacement auprés de sa cour. 

L'envoyé de Guy Dickens donna a connaitre que, quoiqu’ll n’edt p 
encore pu recevoir des ordres de sa cour par rapport a cette affaire, 
pouvait pourtant assurer préalablement, les intentions du Roi, son maiti 
lui étant suffisamment connues, que Sa Majesté le Roi se trouverait tou 
l'inelination pour accomplir et tenir saintement les alliances subsistantes eu 
la cour de Saxe et de contribuer de toutes ses forces a l'affermissemen' 
de la paix en Europe et a la défense de ses hauts alliés et que lui, envo): 
de Guy Dickens, ne manquerait point de faire la-dessus des trés for 
rémonstrances. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 
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Ne 2. Copy of the paragraph which general Bretlack desired should 
be inserted in lieu of what he had said at the conference of the 
6-th October o. s. 


L’ambassadeur baron de Bretlack assura ensuite que, comme l’envoyé 
comte de Flemming aurait déja fait le rapport cenvenable a sa cour tou- 
chant cette affaire, sa majesté l’impératrice-reine, dont la fagon de penser 
lui était entidrement connue, ne serait pas éloignée d’accomplir sainte ment 
les engagements subsistant entre la cour de Saxe, en cas qu’il y en exis- 
‘at quelques-uns, et de reconnaitre aussi en ce cas-la éventuellement, tout 


comme les autres hauts alliés, le casus foederis. 

Touchant la déclaration, dont il est fait mention ci-dessus et la- 
juelle devrait é@tre faite par les ministres des deux cours résidant dans 
les cours étrangéres aux ministres du roi de Prusse dans les cours étran- 


vires, il prit ce point ad referendum et promit d’appuyer cette -affaire le 
vlus efficacement possible auprés de sa cour. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. 
Ni 64. 


No 3. Extrait dun rescrit de IImpératrice de Russie au comte de 
Keyserling & Vienne en date de St.-Pétersbourg le Novembre 1752. 


Nous ne youlons pas non plus yous laisser ignorer que quelques jours 
pres la conférence du 617 de présent l’ambassadeur de Bretlack a 
lait tenir, au moyen d'une lettre a notre chancelier, une explication ‘iffé- 
rente de ce quwil avait déclaré auparavant dans la dite conférence. En 
ipparence, on pourrait inférer de cette explication, comme si lexistence de 
juelques engagements entre les cours de Vienne et de Dresde n’était pas 
irop constatée. Une pareille circonstance nous serait d’autant plus désa- 
rréable que, d’un autre cété, nous verrions avec bien de la satisfaction, si 
ces deux cours voulaient s’unir plus étroitement et plus contidemment, —per- 
suadée comme nous sommes que cela ne contribuerait pas peu a l'avan- 
cement des intéréts communs, nous vous ordonnons done que yous ayez 
vgalement a toucher, par maniére de discours, cette matiére-ci dans les 
itretiens que vous aurez avec le ministére la-bas et que vous lui fassiez 
entir que notre conseil amiable et bien intentionné est que la cour de 
Vienne voulit sérieusement prendre a@ ceur cette affaire et commencer 
a établir une amitié solide avec la Saxe. Aussi ne doit-on pas douter 
jue cette dernidre cour ne soit trés disposée a y préter les mains, puisque 
‘come de Briihl a déclaré au comte de Sternberg en votre présence et 
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en celle du ministre de li Grande-Bretagne Williams que le roi, son maitre, 
était disposé et tout prét d’aecéder aux traités entre les deux cours impé- 
riales et que c’était dans cette vue-la qu'on avait envoyé les pleins-pou- 
voirs et instructions nécessaires a lenvoyé de Funk a Pétersbourg, ce que 
ce dernier a fait connaitre également a notre ministre, il y a quelque temps. 
La conclusion de evtte accession ne s’accroche done uniquement quau 
manque des pleins-pouvoirs pour le baron de Bretlack, celui-ci n’ayant 
pas recu les siens jusqu’a Theure quil est; il parait cependant que ta 
diligence a faire suppléer & ce défaut serait un des moyens les plus con- 
venables pour fonder une véritable amitié entre les deux cours. P. R. O 
Russia, 1752. Ne 64. . 


Ne 4. Copy of m-r Guy Dickens's promemoria 30 th October o. s. 1752 


Le soussigné envoyé extraordinaire de Sa Majesté Britannique ne 
doit pas perdre de temps a informer leurs excellences le haut ministére 
de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies qu'il a regu par le cernic 
ordinaire des lettres de sa cour touchant les menaces faites par le roi de 
Prusse contre la cour de Saxe dans laffaire des demandes et prétentions 
de ses sujets sur les obligations de la steuer. L’on a aussi envoyé au dil 
envoyé extraordinaire un mémoire ou factum que monsieur le comte de 
Rex, ministre plénipotentiaire de sa majesté polonaise & Hanovre, a remis 
au ministére de Sa Majesié Britannique sur le procédé du roi de Prusse 
dont leurs excellences le haut ministére de Sa Majesté Impériale trouye- 
ront une copie ¢i-jointe. 

Sa Majesté britannique ayant mdrement considéré cette aflaire ne 
trouve pas que par le sens ou la lettre du traité de Dresde les préten 
tions du roi de Prusse soieut fondées, puisque ses sujets qui ont acquis 
des obligations de la steuer aprés la conclusion de ce traité n'ont aucun 
droit d’y étre compris avec ceux qui ayaient de ces obligations entre leurs 
mains avant la conclusion du dit traité. 

Or Sa Majesté Britannique croyant que si les menaces du roi d 
Prusse étaient mises en exécution, cela ne pourrait manquer de trouble 
la tranquillité de lempire et peut-¢tre avoir d'autres mauvaises suites ¢| 
conséquences, elle laisse a juger & Sa Majesté Impériale sil n’est pas né 
cessaire que toutes les puissances considérables qui ont un intérét a lo 
conservation de la paix et la tranquillité publique employent leurs bons offices 
pour prévenir et empécher une démarche qui la mettrait dans un si gran 
danger. 





Sa Majesté Britannique, animée par le désir d’obvier de bonne heure 
tout ce qui pourrait causer des troubles, a envoyé ordre a son ambas- 
deur a Paris de se joindre au comte de Loss en faisant de semblables 
présentations a cette cour-la et monsieur le comte de Rex a assuré le 
iinistére de Sa Majesté Britannique que la cour de Franee avait non seu- 
ment déclaré quelle éiait du sentiment que les demandes du roi de Prusse 
(laient pas fondées, mais que le ministre de France a Berlin avait déja 

‘uit les plus fortes instances a ce sujet auprés du roi de Prusse, auxquelles 
stances ga majesté prussienne n’avait cependant apporté aucune attention 


isqu'iel. 
I] ne reste done plus que Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies 


veuille bien faire faire de sérieuses représentations a ce prince sur son 
rocédé et lui faire comprendre les suites et conséquences que pourrait 
ivolr une demande si peu fondée que la sienne et surtout sil la soutient 
ar la force, comme il menace de le faire. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Ne 64. 


No 5. Promemoria pour m-r Guy Dickens, envoyé extraordinaire de 
Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne. 


St.-Pétersbourg, ce 16 Novembre 1752. 


Le contenu du promemoria présenté par m-r Venvoyé extraordinaire 

30 du passé concernant les menaces que le roi de Prusse a faites 
contre la cour de Saxe au sujet des prétentions que ses sujets forment a 
i charge de la steuer de Saxe, a été d’autant plus agréable a Sa Ma- 
esté FImpératrice de toutes les Russies, que les sentiments pacifiques que 
Sa Majesté Britannique y fait voir sont toutafait conformes a ceux de 
Sa Majesté Impériale; et comme Sa dite Majesté n’a rien tant a ceur 
que de maintenir Ja tranquiilité de l'Europe et quelle ne souhaite rien 
laut que de pouvoir contribuer, tant que cela dépendra delle, pour obtenir 
conjointement avee ses hauts alliés au but si salutaire et obvier a toutes 
es Vues gui y sont contraires, Sa Majesté, en conséquences des proposi- 
wns et ouvertures que monsieur Venyoyé extraordinaire de Funk a_ faites 
iu Sujet des susdites menaces dans une conférence tenue le 6 du passé 
vee le ministére impérial de Russie, en présence de son excellence mon- 
eur Pambassad:- ur de la cour impériale romaine baron de Bretlack et de 
iousieur Venvoyé extraordinaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, wa point hé- 
ite a se préter a la réquisition de la cour de Saxe, comme @un_ allié, 
| non seulement elle a fait promettre un secours réel a celle-ci en cas 
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de besoin, mais elle a encore donné ordre a ses ministres résidant au 


cours étrangéres d’y déclarer, par maniére de discours, qu’en cas que 

Saxe vint a étre attaquée hostilement, Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes |: 
iussies ne pourrait pas le regarder avec des yeux indifférents, mais qu’e| 
avait pris la ferme résolution de remplir casu existente religieuseme: 
les engagements qui, subsistaient entre elle et la Saxe, a condition pou 
tant que cette declaration, a cause du bien commun de tous les alliés, » 
serait faite que conjointement avec les ministres impériaux romaius | 


britanniques et pas plustot. 

Le ministére impérial de Russie a jugé ne pas devoir tarder de com 
muniquer a monsieur Venvoyé extraordinaire cette résolution que Sa Ma 
jesté vient de prendre et qui se manifestera encore davantage par | 
extrails ci-joints des ordres que Sa Majesté Impériale a fait expédier 
ses ministres résidant aux cours du dehors. Sa dite Majesté, en conséquene 
des sentiments que Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne a fait voi 
la-dessus, se tient assurée d’avance qu'elle ne sera pas éloignée de fair 
par rapport a ces déclarations, cause commune avec la cour dici et 
donner aussi de son coté a la cour de Saxe non seulement des assurance: 
d’un secours réel, en cas que celle-ci vint a étre attaquée hostilemen! 
mais de donner encore sans délai des ordres positifs 4 ses ministres qu 
se trouvent aux cours ¢trangéres de se concerter la-dessus avec les m 
nistres des deux cours impériales. 

Il serait superflu de s’arréter & détailler Vutilité de pareilles déclara- 
tions communes, vu qu'elle est trop claire et trop manifeste pour pouvor 
échapper & la pénétration des hauts alliés. Au reste, on a la confiane 
dans les bons sentiments et dans le zéle de monsieur l’envoyé qu'il youd: 
ne pas se refuser dinstruire le roi, son maitre, au plustét du parfait cou 
tentement que Sa Majesté l'Impératrice de toutes les Russies a resset’ 
sur les ouvertures qui lui ont été faites dans cette rencontre et dev 
accélérer l’exécution par ses recommandations. Comte A. Bestouchef. P. R. 0 
Russia. 1752. M 64. 


Ne 6. Extrait dun rescrit circulaire adressé aux ministres de la 
Impériale de Russie résidant aux cours étrangéres etc. etc. 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 16 Novembre 


Par le protocole de conférence et autres pices y mentionnées vo 
verrez ce que l’envoyé extraordinaire de sa majesté le roi de Polos 
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Jecteur de Saxe, résidant a cette cour-ci a proposé, par ordre de Ja sienne, 
, notre ministére, en présence de lambassadeur impérial romain baron de 
bretlack et de Venvoyé extraordinaire du Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, par 
rapport aux menaces faites par le roi de Prusse tant a Berlin, que par 
son ministre a Grodno au sujet des obligations aux billets de la steuer de 
Saxe et sur leur payement préférable, et comme le dit envoyé de la cour 
le Saxe nous a requis de faire déclarer par nos minisires résidant aux 
cours étrangeres, qu’en cas que le différend survenu par rapport aux dits 
illets de la steuer devint du cdté de la cour de Prusse plus sérieux ou 
jue celle-ci passat méme, contre toute attente, a des entreprises hostiles, 
ious ne regarderions pas cela avec des yeux indiflérents, mais  plutot que 
ious remplirions religieusement les engagements qui subsistaient entre nous 
et la Saxe et que pour cela nous reconnaiirions a tout évenement le ca- 
sus Jederis. Vous ne yerrez pas moins par le dit protocole ce que notre 
ministére et le baron de Bretlack, aussi bien que Venyvoyé de Guy Dic- 
Kens ont trouvé bon d’y répondre préalablement. 

Dés notre avenement au troéne de nos péres nous avons eu pour prin- 


cipal point de vue et dirigé nos mesures sur la conservation de la tran- 


quillité et de Péquilibre dans l'Europe et tous nos soins mabotitissent que 
lemployer Jes forces que Dieu nous a données en mains, pour obtenir un 
but si salutaire et de remplir scrupuleusement les engagements que dans 
cette méme vue nous avons pris avec nos alliés. 

Kt puisque Hous NOUS sommes persuadée que les instances que la cour 
royale de Saxe vient de nous faire au sujet des susdites menaces de la 
cour de Prusse sont bien fondées et justes et que nous sommes nous-méme 
dans Vopinion qu'une déclaration commune, faite & ce sujet par les mini- 
stres de toutes les cours alliées, produira un bon effet et servira surtout 
a retenir le roi de Prusse de l’exécution de ses menaces et a lui inspirer 
des sentiments plus pacifiques, nous avons jugé a propos de vous ordonner 
par cette présente a déclarer, conjointement avec les miuisties impériaux 
romain et ceux de la Grande-Bretagne (avee lesquels yous aurez a vous 
concerter la-dessus) et pas plustot, par manitre de discours tant au mi- 
uistére de la cour olt yous é@tes, qu’aux autres ministres étrangers qui y 
résident, quen cas que la Saxe fit attaquée hostilement nous ne le re- 
varderions pas avee des yeux indiflérents, mais que nous avions plutot 
pris la ferme résolution de remplir casu eéaistente religieusement les enga- 
vements qui subsistaient entre nous et elle. 

Addition pour le comte de Czernichew. Par dessus cela vous étes 
informé encore que lenvoyé Guy Dickens a remis ces jours passés a notre 





— i 


ministére au sujet de la dite affaire de la steuer et des menaces du ro 
de Prusse le promemoria dont Vous trouverez ici la copie. Par celui-ci 
vous connaifrez les sentiments louables de Sa Majesté Britannique, senti 
ments qui en étant digues d'un bon et fidéle allié sont en méme temps 
tout-a fait conformes aux notres, et quoique nous ayons déja donné a con 
naitre a lenvoyé Guy Dickens par le moyen de la réponse que nous avons 
fait expédier a son promemoria et dont voici aussi la eopie, le parfait 
contentement que nous en ressentuns et que nous lui avors aussi déja fail 
savoir en confidence notre résolution ci-dessus alléguée, nous trouvons pour- 
fant encore a propos de vous ordonner par la présente de réitérer et «i 
faire voir la méme chose au ministére britannique, avec lequel vous entrerez 
en conférence sur cette affaire et sur la déclaration commune que nous 
avons résolue de faire faire. Vous ferez aussi tous les eflorts imaginables 
pour obtenir que Sa Majesté Britannique, a notre exemple, donne a la cou 
de Saxe des assurances d'un secours récl, en cas quelle vinta étre atta 
quée, et en méme temps que Sa Majesté Britannique fasse expédier les 
ordres positifs a ses ministres aux cours étrangéres pour faire conjointe- 
ment avec les notres une pareille déclaration en faveur de la Sixe. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1752. .\ 64. 


Ne 7. Extrait dun rescrit adressé a lVenvoyé extraordinaire de la 
Russie ala cour de Dresde de Gross, daté St.-Pétersbourg. le 16 No- 
vembre 1752. 


Tout ce que, suivant vos relations, le comte de Briihl vous a dil 
dans une conférence, a vous et au ministre de la Grande-Bretagne, au sujet 
des menaces que la cour de Prusse a fait éelater contre celle de Saxe 
par rapport aux billets de la steuer et les suites qui en peuvent résulter, 
a été aussi répété et déclaré ici a notre ministére par lenvoyé extraordi 
naire de Funk dans une conférence tenue en présence de l’'ambassadeur 
impérial romain ct de Venvoyé extraordinaire de la Grande-Bretagne de 
Guy Dickens,.comme vous le verrez plus amplement, aussi bien que la 


réponse que notre ministére, l'ambassadewr de Bretlack et lenvoyé de Guy 
Dickens y ont donnée préalablement, par le protocole dressé a cette occa- 
sion, dont la copie aussi bien que celles des autres pieces y relatives se 


trouvent ici jointes. 
En conséquence de vos relations précédentes sur cette -matiére, nous 
vous avons déja donné a connaitre par un reseril, comme nous ne pou- 
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‘ions que difficilement nous imaginer que le roi de Prusse voulit, a cause 
es prétentions quwil forme a la charge de la steuer en Saxe et eu égard 
i leur peu dimportance, en venir aux voies de fait, d’autant moins que 
issue en serait douteuse et incertaine et que les frais que cela deman- 
erait excéderaient de beaucoup le montant de ces prétentions; en méme temps 
ous vous avons ordonné d’assurer la cour de Dresde en notre nom que nous 
eysistons dans la résolution de remplir religieusement les engageinents 
we nous avions avec elle et que nous étions disposée, selon que la cour 
Saxe nous en avait requise, d’ordonner a nos ministres aux cours étran- 
bres de faire connaitre nos sentiments la-dessus la ott il eonviendra; mais 
sera aussi nécessaire que du cdté de la Saxe on confére avec les cours 
liées et que lon les prépare a faire une pareille déclaration conjointe- 
“ent avec nous. 
Nous restons inébranlablement dans ces sentiments, et rien ne nous 
tient tant a eur que de maintenir la tranquillité et Péquilibre dans Europe 
(employer les meilleurs moyens qui pouvaient conduire a obtenir ce 
ut salutaire et a réaliser nos engagements avec nos. alliés. Pour prouver 
out cela encore plus évidemment, nous n’avons pas hésité de faire expé- 
lier a nos ministres aux cours étrangéres des ordres positifs de déelarer 


(inais pas autrement que conjointement avec les ministres des cours de 
Vienne et de Londres) aux ministres de Prusse et autres par maniére de 
liscours: «qu’en cas que la Saxe vint a étre hostilement attaquée, nous 
ue le regarderions pas avee des yeux indifférents, mais que nous avions 
pris la ferme résolution de remplir eaistenfe casu les engagements qui 


subsistaient entre pous et elle». 

Notis ne doutons nullement que la cour de Saxe ne soit pleinement 
atisfaite de la facilité avec laquelle nous entrons dans ses yues par rap- 
ort a la susdite déelaration, d’autant plus que cela servira a la tran- 
juilliser sur les menaces qui viennent de lui étre faites et a retenir, comme 
n a lieu d’espérer, le roi de Prusse d’en passer a la réalisation. 

Et quoique la résolution que nous venons de prendre de la maniére 
usdite ait été notifiée ici a Venvoyé de Funk et que nous l’avions fait 
ssurer d'un secours réel pour sa cour en cas d’attaque ennemie, ce que 
yous verrez plus amplement par la note ci-jointe, nous vous ordonnons ce- 
endant encore de donner a connaitre tout cela au ministére de Saxe, en 
ul réitérant en méme temps les assurances ci-dessus mentionnées et d’y 
outer encore que la cour de Saxe fasse de son cdté tous les efforts ima- 
‘uables pour porter les autres cours alliées a lui promettre également leur 
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assistance et a obtenir d’elles qu’elles donnent ordre & leurs ministres res 
pectifs de se couformer dans leurs déclarations & faire avec les notres, e 
cela d’autant plus qu'il sera indispensablement nécessaire d’agir, en eas 
quelle fat effectivement attayuée avec des forees réunies, afin que le poid 
nen tombe point uniquement sur nous. Vous ferez done aussi de vot 
coté (quand auparavant vous avez conféré la-dessus avec les ministre: 
de la cour de Vienne et de Londres) cette déclaration ci-dessus mentionnée 
comme par maniére de discours aux ministres étrangers résidant a la cou 
oll vous vous trouvez, et pour le reste nous voulons que yous vous fas 
siez & son temps votres humbles rapports sur la manitre dont vous ave; 
effectué cela et sur les ouvertures qui vous pourraient étre faites a 
sujet. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. .\ 64. 


Ne 8. Copie de la note qui vient détre remise a Venvoyé extraordi 
naire de Saxe, datée St.-Pétersbourg, le 16 Novembre 1752. 


On n’a pas manqué de faire trés humblement rapport a Sa Majest 
lImpératrice de toutes les Russies de tout ce que monsieur lenvoyé extra 
ordinaire de Funk a proposé dans une conférence tenue le 6-e du_ pass: 
avec le ministére Impérial de Russie, en présence de l’ambassadeur impé 
rial romain baron de Bretlack et de Venyoyé de la Grande-Bretagne mon- 
sieur de Guy Dickens, touchant les menaces de la cour de Prusse au suje! 
des obligations ou billets de la stewer de Saxe et leur payement préférabli 
non plus que de la déclaration que le dit monsieur de Funk a demandé 
au nom de sa cour devoir étre faite a cet égard aux cous étrangéres pa 
les ministres impériaux de Russie résidant au dehors. 

Quoique le ministére de Russie n’ait pas différé de faire connaitr 
‘dans cette méme conférence a monsieur l’envoyé que Sa Majesté Impérial 
accoutumée comme elle était a observer et a remplir religieusement le 
engagements ol elle était entrée avec ses alliés, ne serait non plus éloign: 
d’en faire autant a cette occasion en faveur de la Saxe et d’ordonner 
ses ministres résidant aux cours étrangéres de faire connaitre ses sent 
ments a cet égard-la, ou il serait convenable, mais qu'il serait nécessair 
qu'une pareille déclaration fit publiée conjointement avec les ministres «i 
autres cours alliées, ce qui se pouvyait espérer, d’autant plus que les dit 
deux cours de Vienne et de Londres avaient déja donné des assurance 
préalables des bonnes dispositions de leurs cours respectives. 
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Le ministére Impérial de Russie ne peut pas se dispenser de dé- 
irer encore par la présente note a monsieur Venvoyé que Sa Majesté 
mpératrice de toutes les Russies a non seulement approuvé les assu- 
ices que son ministére avait données, comme il est dit ci-dessus, mais 
‘il lui a plu outre cela dordonner et assurer non seulement la cour de 
ixe d'une assistance et secours réel, en cas quelle vint a étre attaquée, 
iis encore quelle était préte de faire faire par ses ministres au dehors 
déclaration requise en ces termes: «qu’en cas que la Saxe fit attaquée 
stilement Sa Majesté Impériale ne le regarderait pas avee des yeux indil- 
rents, mais quelle avait pris la ferme résolution de remplir casu eaxt- 
‘ente religicuscment les engagements qui subsistaient entre elle et la dite 
ur de Saxe». 

Kn attendant il est nécessaire que la cour de Saxe téche de se pro- 
irer aussi de ses autres alliés, savoir des cours de Vienne et de Londres, 
ie pareille promesse de secours réel et quelle cherehe a obtenir d’elles 
‘elles donnent incessamment des ordres positifs & leurs ministres aux cours 


rangéres, pour quiils agissent de concert avec ceux de Russie et quils 


‘ donnent leurs déclarations respectives, qu’au méme temps et pas plustot. 

En quels termes les ordres par rapport a cette affaire ont été expé- 
‘s (ici a monsieur Gross et aux autres ministres de cette cour, c’est ce 
ul se manifestera par les extraits suivants que l’on a jugé a propos de 
indre ici pour l'information ultérieure de mousieur lenvoyé. 

Au reste, on se flatte ici que sa majesté le roi de Pologne regardera 
s mesures et la facilité que l'on a eue de lui promettre casu existente 
ie assistance réelle, comme une suite de lamitié trés sincere que Sa 
Majesté Impériale porte & sa majesté polonaise et quelle voudra se tenir 
uistamment persuadée que Sa Majesté I’Impératrice regardera les intérets 
‘la Saxe, comme les siens propres et quelle se fera toujours un vrai 

ylaisir de pouvoir, aussi de son coté, .contribuer a la satisfaction et a la 
‘ranquillité de sa majesté polonaise. 

Finalement on juge nécessaire de communiquer a monsieur lenvoyé 
Jraordinaire le promemorta presenté sur cette matiére par monsieur 
uvoyé de Guy Dickens, qui fait connaitre les sentiments amiables de 
Si Majesté Britannique, auquel on a joint encore la réponse qui y a été 
te pour en faire un usage convenable. P. R. 0. Russia. 1752. ™ 64. 
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Litt. A. An Account of all the regular troops of the Russian Empir 
now on foot, and also of their irregulars and how much the latte 


may be increased, if necessary. 


Table générale des troupes de Russie. 





Noms des regiments 


Nombre 
des 


dats 


Noms des régiments 








Les gardes de Sa Majest: 
Impcriale 


Preobrajenski 

Semenowskl . 

Ismailowski ; 

Gardes ’ cheval . 
Compagnie des bombardiers 





Somme 


Cuirassiers 


» premier régiment du corps. 


second. 
» troisieme . 





Somme 


Dragons. 


De Moscou. 

De Kiew 

De Troitza 

De Wolodimir 
De Sibérie. 

De Twer 
Wiatski. 
D’Asow. af 
D'Ingermanland. 
De Narwa. 
DOlonetz . 

De Jambourg 
De Tobolsk 

De Novogorod 
De Riga. 

De Kasan . 
Wologda 
Permski. ee 
De St.-Pétersbourg. 
De Kargopol . 
Lutski > 
De Rewal . 
D'Archangel . 
De Novogorod 
De Rostow. 

De Kasan . 
D'Astrachan. .. 
De Nieschegorod 
Pskowski 





somme 











] 


) 


1 


Infante ru 


DIngermanland. 
I’ Astrachan . 
Butirski : > 
Premier de Moscoy 
Second de Moscov. 
De Troitza, é 
De St.-Petersbourg 
De W olodimir 
De Novogorod 
De Schlusselbor 
De Jarowslaw 
De Sibérie. 
Pskowski 

De Smolensk. 
D'Asow . 
Woroneéje . 
Nieschegorod. 
Tehernigofski. 
De Rasan . 
Suzdalski 

De Rostow. 
D’Archangel 
Permskl. 
Wiatski. . . 
De Wologda . 
De Newa 

Kapori Soe 
De Wybourg 
DUgliteh ‘ 
De Kexhbolm . 
Bieloserski 

De Ladoga 
Muromski 

De Kasan . 

De Kiew. .. 
Welikolutzki. 
De Narwa. 

De Tobolsk 
Tengin . 
Schirwan 
Abscheron. 
Kabardin ' 
De Naschebourg. 
Niesow ‘ 
Nawaginski 
Kurinsk}. 





somme 











Noms des régiments 


Nombre 


des 


soldats 





Dragons dans VY Empire 


De Woroneje 
De Kasan 

De Sibérie 
D’Astrachan 


Garnisons 


{ Escadron de Moscow 


| Eseadron de Rostow 





Somme 


Infanterie & la mer Baltique 


De St -Pétersbourg 
Kapori ; 

De Jambourg. 

De Newa 

De Cronstadt 

De Cronschlod 
De Narwa. 

De Kexholm 

De Wybourg 

De Friedrichsham 
De Kimengorod 
De Rewal 
l)'Fstonie 

De Dorpat . 

De Livonie. 

De Riga. 

De Peterschantz 
De Pernau. 

Oesel 


Wenden 


Garnisons 


l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1: 
l 
l 
| 
| 
l 
l 
] 
1: 
] 
l 
l 
1 


1344 
1344 





Somme 


Infanterie dans ’ Empire. 


Kolomenski 
De Smolensk. 
Dorogobuski 
De Kiew 
Tehernigowski 
De Poltawa 
De Starodub . 
Nejinski. 
Belogorod 
Gluckowski. 
Pronski 
Pawlowski ; 
De Rostow. 
Tambow 
Eletzki 
Krutojarski 
Swigatski . 
Nieschegorod. 
Pensinski . 
Uphinski 

De Simbirsk . 
Samarski . 
Zaritzinski 
Tarski 


Garnisons - 





PHSSO 


1992 
1328 
132s 


328 


I 


x 
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DArchangel 
Ustiijski 

De Tobolsk 
Enisei 
Jakutsk . 


Bataillons 


Garnisons 


dans Welikolutsk 
dans Bachmut.. 
Bataillons de Moscow 


Bataillons de la chancellerie des 
batiments 





Somme 


Milice de la ligne de PU) ive 


Rvyiski 

Kursk 

Sewski 
Belogorod . 
Brianski 
Starooskolski 
Liwensk1 
Eletski 
Woronejski 

D' Orlow. 
Koslow . 
Tambow — 
Jephremophski 
Putilowski 
Novooskolski. 
Walouiski 
Riajski 
Borisoglebski 
De la Sloboda 


Belevski 


SOS8CI 





Somme 


Ligne Zakamski 


} régiments de dragons 
d'infanterie 
troupes 


] regiment 

5 compagnies des 
ee 

1 régiment de la Sloboda de 
l’Ukraine 


3060 


1248 


500 





Somme 


Corps des hussards 

Corps de l'artillerie 

Corps des ingénieurs. : 

La compagnie des mineurs 

Bataillon sur le canal : 

Corps de lartillerie des gar- 
nisons . 


4808 


4000 
4800 
790 
211 


742 


5200 





Somme 


14703 





Somme totale 


271170 














Du temps de la 
guerre 
ils étaient 


Ils peuvent 
monter a 


passee 


Noms des régiments. 





Troupes irréguliéres. 


12000 0000 
6000 15000 
S000 10000 
oe ; : 500 L000 
aa f LOO0O 8000 
20000 


Cosaques de la Petite Russie. 
Du Don ees 
Zaporojski. . . . . . 
Tchuguefski Kalmuques 
Cosaques Wolski et Grebens 
Tartares de Kabarda 
Kalmuques du Don 
Walaches . 

Grusines . 


ROO) 80000 
LOO0 LOOO 
500 500 





110500 


Somme . 32000 
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Litt. B. Translation from the russian of the orders signed on the 
22 August (3 September) last for regulating and settling the quar 
ters of the troops through the whole Russian Empire from September 


1752 to September 1753. 


REPARTITION 


pour l'année 1753 des quartiers d’hiver que l’armée de campagne de Sa 
Majesté I'lmpératrice de toutes les Russies prendra selon |l’ordonnance 
respective de chaque régiment sous son chef. 


l-e division 


celle de Moscow par ordre exprés de Sa Majesté (selon l’ancienneté). 
Le général Alexandre Buturline. 


Sous son commando. 

Le général lieutenant Dewitz 
major Zarewitsch Grusinski. 

» de Tettan 


» > 


Jourloff. 


Quartiers, 
i Moscow. 
p) » 
aux environs de Moscow aupres 
des régiments qui viendront ( 
Kislau. 
auprés des régiments dragon: 
en tel lieu, olf ils sont placts 
(le la généralité. 





Sous son commando. 


Le général major knias Obolenskoi . 
brigadier Kespe . 
Chomiakoff 


Frauendorff 


Quartiers 
a Moscow pour y étre  prés 
du comptoir de guerre. 
aupres (un régiment dragons 
aux environs de Zaritzine. 
prés de Moscow sur un régi- 
ment dragons. 
a Kislau au lieu du brigadier 
Beausobre. 


Régiment dragons. 


Narwskoi . eae ww 4 
a 
Nijegorodskoi. 2 2 ww. 


kiewskoi . 
Sibirskoi . 


Kargapolskoi . 


Asoffskoi . 
Wolodimirskoi 
hostofskol 


en Périslaw Kasanskol. 
dans la province Kalouga. 


dans la province de Toula. 
Wolodimir. 
Kaschira et le district y appar- 
tenant. 

la province Arsamas. 

la province de Penza. 

sur la ligne de Zaritzine. 


» ) » 


Régiments dinfanterie. 


butirskoi . 
Premier Moskotskoi . 
Sefskoi. Quatre bataillons . 
Woronejskoi . 
Novogorodskoi . 
Navaginskoi . 
Kourinskol 
\rchangelogorodskoi. 
Sinolenskoi 
Wiatskoi . 
lenginskoi 
ainsi, régiments dragons. 
infanterie 


Ensemble . 


yuatre bataillons Sefskoi. 


a Moscow. 


Rschef-Wolodimerskoi. 
Wiasma. 

Dimitrow. 

Serpouchof. 

‘Staritza et Soubzoff. 
Twer et son district. 
Ostaschkoff. 


19 et 
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li-me division 
celle de St.-Pétersbourg. 


Le général comte Alexandre Schouwaloff. 


Sous son commando. Quartiers. 
Le général lieutenant Fermor. a St.-Pétersbourg. 
» » major Théodore Golowine en Finlande. 
»  Jvan Soltikoff St.-Pétersbourg. 
» » »  knias Prosorowskoi  . Novogrod. 
Brigadier Bauman Friedrichsham. 


Régiments d'infanterie. 


Ingermanlandskoi 


Astrachanskoi 
Permskoi . 
Tobolskoi. 
Kasanskoi 


a St.-Pétersbourg. 


Péterhoff. 


‘Kronstadt. 


Bielozerskoi 
Tschernigoffskoi . Pe ge Narva. 
Ouglitskoi 
Mouromskoi 


Schliisselbourg et un bataillon 
restera par ordre de Sa Ma 
jesté & Strelna Mysa. 


Welikoloutzkoi 
Kabardinskoi . 
Wolodimirskoi aes , Friedrichsham et son district 
<< « < + &-% # & & Kexholm et son district. 
ee: “ey GUE ye. & Vieux et Nouveau Ladogo. 
Pskotlskoi 
Kexholmskoi . ete tks uh 
FS ny ee a ny a Stara Roussa. 
ee ee Tikhwin. 

Schliisselbourgskoi ae dans la province de Bielozero 
SE eee ee Jaroslaw. 


a Wibourge et son district. 


Novogrod. 


La compagnie des hussards. 


ee ae ee ee ae Kexholm. 
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Ainsi, régiments d’infanterie: 20 et la compagnie des hussards Grou- 
sinski avec une partie de [artillerie de campagne 4 Wiborg, mais le corps 
de 500 Donskoi hussards sera renvoyé dans leurs demeures. 


li-me division 
celle de Livonie, d’Esthonie et de Courlande. 
Le général comte Pierre Schouwaloff. 
Sous son commando. Quartiers. 
Le général lieutenant Lopuchin . ... a Riga. 
» » Brown. . . en Esthonie. 
» major Friderici 2. . a Revel. 
(avec le méme rang) le général quartier 
maitre Lieven. . , ae & 2 a Riga. 

Le général major Wojeikott Le & 4 en Courlande auprés son ré- 
giment et spécialement pour 
assister a la commission de 
Mittau. 

» » de Werthern . . . & Dorpat. 
(avec le rang de brigadier) le général 
quartier maitre de Bodan . . . . en Esthonie. 
brigadier Ridder Pleskowi étant chargé par ordre 
spécial du college de guerre 
(avoir garde des postes limi- 
trophes de Pologne. 
RA oo Smolensk. 


Régiments cuirassiers. 


La garde de corps. . . . ). en Livonie. 
i“ régiment de son altesse impériale » Esthonie. 


le régiment 3-c . . . . ss 3 » Courlande. 


Régiments dragons. 


aux confins de Pologne. 


‘ubolskoi . 
dans le gouvernement de Smo- 


‘ovogorudskoi 
lensk. 





ae SD cme 
Régiments dinfanterie. 


Nijegorodskoi. 
Kiewskoi . 
Ladojskoi . 
Rostoffskoi 
Sousdalskoi 
Wibourgskoi . 
Second Moskotskoi 
Wologodskoi . 
St.-Pétersbourgskoi . 
Riganskoi. 
Troitzkoi . 
Nisowskoi. te Be hewea 
Asoflskoi. . . 2. 2. . & Welicki Louki. 
Apscheronskoi . 2 ww wee, » Toropetz. 
L’artillerie de campagne en Livonie. 
Ainsi, régiments cuirassiers. . . . 3 
dragons 2 


en Courlande. 


» Livonie. 


» Esthonie. 





infanterie . . 2). (O14 


Ensemble . . . 19 


Les deux régiments grenadiers de milice provineiale qui se trouvent 
actuellement en Livonie doivent se rendre a leurs régiments pres de la 
ligne de (Ukraine, comme aussi les 500 Donskoi cosaques postés en Li- 
vonie et les milles tétes des mémes cosaques qui y ont eu leurs quartiers 
depuis l’an 1750 doivent y retourner chez eux. 


Dans |'Ukraine et la Petite Russie. 
Le général lieutenant comte Pierre Soltikoff. 
Sous son commando, (Juartiers. 

Le général major Froloff Bagréieff 
Le brigadier Polosof . . . . . . auprés des régiments de dra 
» » i eee, ae gons. 
» » Lieven + , 
» » Witkowitz . . . . Hussards. 

Auprés du commandement de la milice provinciale sous le généra’ 
lieutenant Soltikoff. 
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Le général lieutenant Tschernischeff. 
» » major knias Kantemir. 

» » »  comte de Vier. 
Le brigadier Schein. 

» » de la Fond. 


Régiments dragons. 


iugermanlandskoi 
 skoffskoi. 
Kasanskoi «ww ee, dans la Petite Russie. 
\rchangelogorodskoi. 
l'werskoi . 
lamburgskoi. . 2. . . . Jeletz. 
Novogorodskoi soe ee ee ee | po ctaw ot Rylsk. 
Kiewskoil . a.» 4 4 
Permskoi. . 3. 2... (Giratskoi ((ijatsk?). 
\strachanskol . . . ). ; * Tamboff. 
St.-Pétersbourgskoi.. 2 2 wee, dans les Slobodes. 





Riégiments hussards. 


ar a ae a Orel. 

Wengerskoi . . . 1. «swe ws » Koursk. 

Moldawskoi . . . 2. 1. we aupres le régiment d’Isum. 
'schougoujellski cosaques. . . .) dans leurs demeures ordinaires 


\ingt régiments, troupes provineiales. . pres des lignes et dans leurs 
districts. 


Ainsi, régiments dragons... 
hussards 
Troupes provinciales 
Cosaques . 


Kusemble 


Dans le gouvernement de Siberic 
Le brigadier Krafft. 
Sous son commando Quartiers 
Régiments dragons: 
‘lonetzkoi ees ee 
iE |) 
Vologodskoi . 
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ltégiments Winfanterie. 
Sous son commando Quartiers, 
Ils auront leurs quartiers selo 
que le brigadier Krafit le 
" ae leurs assignera, de concert ave 
TN SF la chancellerie du gouverne 
WORM ment et que la nécessité e 
d'autres circonstances le leu 
feront trouver bon. 





Ainsi, régiments dragons. 
infanterie 


Ensemble . 


Dans le gouvernement de Kasan. 


Le général major Stockmann. 


Sous son commando. Quartiers 


Le brigadier Bardenewitz . . . . . | En inquisition par ordre du 


» ) de Beausobre  — . , J génat. 


Régiments dragons. 


On prendra les mémes mesu 
res que dans le gouvernemen! 
Moskowskoi . . . 2. 2. we, de Sibérie, de sorte que le con- 
Saas e seiller privé de Neplueff, 
Ss « & e+e «ewe concert avec la chancellerie di 
gouvernement de Kasan, el 
doit avoir soin. 





Ainsi, régiments dragons . . . . 8 


Pour ce qui concerne les chevaux de bagage des susdits régiments 
auxquels les nouveaux quartiers d’hiver sont assignés et qui se trouven! 
au fourrage, ils doivent étre tirés au plustot des places oi ils se trouven! 
actuellement pour joindre leurs régiments. Mais les chevaux des régiment 
qui restent dans leurs anciens quartiers, doivent rester, comme auparavan! 
aux endroifs ou ils se trouvent pour a présent, selon la répartition précé 
dente, et c’est sur quoi la chancellerie générale de Yamunition prendr 
les mesures les plus convenables sans délai, de concert avec la généralit: 





yay”) 
odo 


Outre la généralité susmentionnée destinée et répartie pour le com- 
mandement, se trouvent absents: le général lieutenant Lieven, ayant eu 
permission pour trois ans et le brigadier Wolff, employé pour quelque expé- 
dition secrete en Sibérie. 

Loriginal est signé: 
Stephan Apraxin. 
Peter Soumorokofl. 
Joseph Hampff. 
Knias Fedor Mestcherskoy 
P. R. O. Russia. 1752. N 64. 


Litt. C. An account of the number of troops, which by the last re- 
gulation are quartered in the division of Petersburg etc. etc. and the 
division of Livonia etc. etc. 

Note. 


Dans la division de St.-Pétersbourg, qui comprend Cronstadt, toute la 
Finlande de Russie, les districts de Narva, de Novogrod, de Jaroslaw ete. 
se frouvent actuellement: 

20 régiments dinfanterie de campagne, cha- 

cun de 3 bataillons a 2.298 +tétes . . 45.960 hommes. 
1 compagnie de hussards de Grusinie .— . 963» 


46.923 hommes. 


Une partie proportionnée de Vartillerie de campagne a Wybourg. 


Outre cela 


Les trois régiments de gardes a pied, savoir 


Le Preobrajenskoi & . . . oe a 3.552 hommes. 

» Semenofskoi @ . . . . . . of » 

Lilsmailofskoi. 2. 2. 2. ee a > 

Le régiment de gardes'a cheval. . |. i > 
10.000 hommes. 


Qn enverra incessamment des détachements de ceux-ci & Moscow pour 
éire de garde pendant le séjour qu’y fera Sa Majesté Impériale. 
Dans la division de la Livonie, de I’Esthonie et de la Courlande, y 
ompris ce qui se trouve le long des frontitres de la Pologne et de la 
ithuanie et dans le gouvernement de Smolensk. 
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3 régiments de euirassiers a 973 tétes . 2.119 hommes. 
2 » » dragons de campagne i 
S305 lb... wt es 2.502 
14 » (infanterie de campagne 
Saee te... ss we Be 
37.593 hommes. 


Une partie proportionnée de Vartillerie de campagne en Livonie. 

Le total de ce qui se trouve par conséquent le plus a portée, sans 
y comprendre les gardes, se monte a 84.516 hommes. 

P. R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Ne 256. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 17-th (28-th) November 1752 


Secret. My lord. On Sunday, the 22-d Oetober n. s., as | happened 
to dine at general Bretlack’s, the austrian ambassador, m-r Funk, the 
saxon minister, who was one of the company, took general Bretlaek and 
me aside and told us, he had a message to us from the great chancellor, 
Which was to let us Know that the Empress’s intended journey to Moscow 
not only laid him under great difficulties, but set him upon the brink ol 
a precipice, which he should, unavoidably, fall into, if those powers, whose 
interests he had supported at this court with so much constancy and re- 
solution did not avert the danger which threatened him. That, first, he 
had the misfortune to lay under such a heavy load of debts, as to be 
scarce able to find money to answer the necessary current expences 0! 
his house; that this was, however, one of the least of his distresses 
for, secondly, in order to supply his wants, from time to time, he had 
been so imprudent as to embezzle some public monies belonging to the 
two departments under his direction, viz-t: the chancery and the post office: 
that, out of fifteen thousand dueats which lay in the first for secret  ser- 
vice, he had taken twelve thousand, and, out of the post office, sixteen 
thousand roubles, which sums made altogether about twenty thousand du 
cats; that, as it was easy to judge what use his enemies would make 0! 
these deficiencies, should they come to the knowledge of them, the grea! 
chancellor thought he was not to defer any longer laying, candidly, his 
case and situation betore the courts of London, Vienna and Dresden, ho- 
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ing that, between them, they will think of the means of relieving him 
ind preventing his ruin and destruction. 

Before | returned an answer to that part of your grace’s letter of the 
22-d October n. s. concerning the reports, spread of the deeline of the 
reat chancellor’s credit, I thought it proper to give your grace an account 
| the message, general Bretlack and I had received from him, and to 
nake you observe that it was not in consequence of the conference, | had 
vith the great chancellor upon your grace’s abovementioned letter, since 
lis message was delivered to us, the very day, on which your letter is 
ated, namely the 22-d Qetober n. s. 

| shall now have the honor to acquaint your grace that in the long 
conference, | had with the great chancellor, | was very particular with 
im upon the constant accounts, your grace had, from all the french and 
russian partisans, of the decline of his credit. To which he answered, it 
was natural for those powers, whose schemes he had so strongly opposed, 
io wish it; but, as we all saw those reports had no foundation, he be- 
ieved their view, in spreading them, was to dishearten the powers in 
alliance with the Empress, by giving them apprehensions of some change 
i the ministry and, consequently, in the system of this court. If this be 
not the true design of France and Prussia, they must have some other; 
lor we cannot observe, by any transactions here, that the great chancellor 
oses ground, or that -his enemies gain any. The intrigues at court are 
‘he same, as have been on foot for these many years, but are not likely 
(0 do the great chancellor more harm at present, than they have done 
itherto. His declared enemies are the procureur general prince Trubet- 
‘hoi and the two Shuwalols; and what seems pretty extraordinary is, that 
‘ley are no betier friends to the vice-chancellor, who is grown so sensible. 
! it, that, for several months past, he is, as every body here observes, 
very assiduous in paying his court to the great chancellor and concurs 
with him in every thing. 

Indeed, another motive of this seeming harmony may be their common 
istresses:; for the vice-chancellor having run ten thousand pounds in debt 
1 the building of a stately house, here, in’ town, would, if possible, by 
ie means of the great chancellor, get the Empress to make him a_pre- 
ut of this money, or, at least, some part of it, and advance the rest 
| his salary. In short, my lord, we do not conceive here that the great 
iancellor has any thing to fear from the intrigues of his enemies. They 
save not the courage to attack him directly, therefore try only to make 
Ss administration uneasy, by leading the Empress in a continual round of 
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pleasure and so preventing, as much as they can, his having an oppo. 
tunity of speaking and dispatehing business with her. And if the gre: 
chancellor has any enemies to fear and a yery dangerous one too, it 
himself, for all his friends can say, will not make him alter his way | 
iving, which is the cause of his present distresses and of the breach 
trust which could admit of no palliation, were every person about th 
Empress, or in office here, the most zealously attached to him. 

ln my conference with the great chaneellor, | informed him of His 
Majesty’s concern at these advices of his declining eredit and of his hop: 
that it would not, however, suffer any diminution and, should these report 
unluckily be founded, of the orders I had received to do every thing in 
my power that could tend to the ‘support of it, in consequence of whict 


| was to take such measures, as he should advise. 

I should not do the great chancellor justice, if I let your grace by 
unacquainted that I never saw a man more aflected, than he was, at this 
instance, of the King’s regard for him: the tears even came into his eyes 
and prevented his speaking tor some time. At last, he desired, I would 
lay him, in the most respectful manner, at His Majesty’s feet and assure 


him, in the strongest terms. of the grateful sense, he had of His Majesty's 
ereat goodness, adding that by what he had already said to me and thi 
message I had received from him by m-r Funk, the saxon minister, li 
was sorry, it too plainly appeared, he had less to fear from the jealousy 
and malice of his enemies, than from his own indiscretions; therefore, 1! 
His Majesty thought his credit worth supporting, he could only refer m 
to the said message, as it contained the only means which could effec 
tually do it. He asked me next, why our court would not give a littl, 
attention to his repeated insinuations and begin, here, a negotiation for 
an eventual treaty of subsidy tor a body of troops that may be iv 
readiness to act, giving me to understand that such a negotiation would 
not only meet with delays, which all kind of business was subject to here 
but that means could casily be found out to spin dt out, till w 
were more convinced, than we seem to be at present, of the necessity o! 
being sure of such succours from hence; that this was another way ©! 
supporting his eredit; and, at the same time, fixing the interests of Grea’ 
Britain and that of the common cause upon a solid and lasting foundation 
at this court. The only answer, I returned to this, was that I suppose: 
the King and his ministers saw no probability of persuading the  parlia 
ment to come into such measures in time of peace. 

In my conversation with the great chancellor, I «did not omit spea 
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king to him about his brother, who is now at Dresden and who is the 
ldest, and not the youngest, as your grace seems to think. Whatever 
lifferences there are between these two brothers, they can have no great 
ufluence upon affairs at this court, as we have been, long since, pretty 
sure that count Bestuchef, the elder, would never think of returning hither 
fter his reeall from the court of Vienna, and we are now confirmed in 
hat opinion, for he has not only asked leave of the Empress to go, next 
ummer, to Carlsbad for the recovery of his health, but has caused insi- 
ations to be made to his brother, the great chancellor, by two, or three 
‘ifferent hands, that he would be glad to be employed in some other 
mbassy. Upon which, it is come into the chancellors head, to have him 
ent to England, if possible. To this end he could wish, orders were sent 
» colonel Yorke to insinuate. to count Golowkin, the russian ambassador 
it the Hague, how agreeable it would be to His Majesty, if after the two 
inbassies he had sent to the Empress’s, she would let one appear, on her 
art, at his court. That it could not fail of having a good effect at all 
ie courts of Europe, and, in particular, might be a means of checking 
he humour, his prussian majesty seemed to be in, of kicking quarrels 
vith his neighbours, as such a mark of Her Imperial Majesty’s attention 
vould confirm the opinion of the great friendship and coneert, which sub- 
sisted between the two courts. The great chancellor says, there is no oeea- 
ion to name his brother, for if count Golowkin reports his having had 
“uch a conversation with colonel Yorke, he should be able to manage that 
natter so as to be able to prevent the choiee falling upon any other. 
i. 5-th January 1753. P.-R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Ne 257. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 24-th November (5-th December) 1752. 


My lord. If my dispatches of the 17-th instant, by a courier, be long 
aking their way, your grace may be apt to believe that we have had 
vere a fourth inundation, which has swept us all away, for I have not 
oubled your grace with any letters by the post, since that of the 7-th 
(18-th) November. 

The delays we met with in the dispatch of the abovementioned cou- 
rier have convinced me of the truth of a suspicion | have long had, whieh 

that the ministers, to conceal their own negligences and lazyness, often 
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throw the fault on the Empress, their mistress; for, on this occasion, 
our certain knowledge the ministers had received from the Empress a 
the papers they desired for their security, full fourteen days before \ 
could get the dispatches in consequence of them out of their hands. On 
reason alledged for this delay, | cannot help mentioning for it’s singula 
rity, whieh was, that the fast, which lasis till christmas, being to con 
mence on the 15-th instant, the clerks of the chancery were so taken u 
in eating flesh meat, that it was impossible to make them settle to an 
business. In a country, where there reigns such a very great submissio: 
and where the knout and padog are so much in fashion, it is hard t 
conceive such an excuse could be made for the idleness of subalterns 
unless their superiors had set them the example in sticking as close | 
their flesh pots, as it is known they do to their bottle and ecards. 

Having received the honour of your grace’s letter of the 20-th Octobe: 
ordering me not to send my letters any more to Hanover, I shall, accor 
dingly, begin to direct them to your grace in England. R. 29-th De 
cember. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. No 64. 


Ne 258. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 5-th (16-th) December 17 


My lord. 1 received by the last post the honour of your grace’s lette: 
of the 24-st November dated trom Whitehall, by which I had the great 
satisfaction to see His Majesty was sately arrived at St. James’s, God | 


praised, in perfect health. 

I have had nothing worth giving your grace the trouble of a letter 
from hence for these several posts. Part of last week was taken up will) 
festivals at court on account of the great dutchess’s names day, the anni- 
versary of the Empress’s accession and the feast of St. Andrew: and ever) 
body here is now busy in making preparations for the journey to Moseow, 
the Empress intending, as it is generally said, to set out for that pla 
towards the latter end of next week, in order to keep her birthday ther 
which is on the 18-th instant. R. 13-th January 17538. P. R. 0. Russia 
1752. Ne 64. 





The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 19-th December 1752. 


Sir. I send you herewith, by the King’s command, a representation 
i) His Majesty from the lords commissioners for trade and plantations, set- 
ting forth that they have had under their consideration a memorial pre- 
sented to them by the principal exporters and manufacturers of paper- 
iangings, Which represents that this manufacture has, of late years, arisen 
» great perfection, and the export of it to Russia, Hamburgh and other 
places, where it has been mueh esteemed, has been very considerable; but 
hat, a flew years since, one of the manufacturers of paper-hangings, ha- 
ving left this Kingdom and settled in’ Russia, had introduced and set up 
this manufacture there, and had applied to the russian Senate, totally to 
prohibite the importation of paper-hangings into that country; and that 


iere Was great reason to apprehend that such a prohibition would shortly 


lake place; and proposing, for the reasons therein mentioned, that the King 
vould be graciously pleased to give directions to His Majesty’s minister 
residing at the court of Russia, to use his best endeavours to prevent such 
a prohibition taking effect; and I am to signify to you the King’s pleasure 
that you should, immediately, make the strongest instances, in such manner, 
is may be most effectual for answering the purpose proposed by the lords 
commissioners for trade and plantations, P. R. O. Russia. 1752. \ 64. 


Ne 260. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 19-th (30-th) December 1752. 


My Jord, Since my letter of the 5-th (16-th) instant, which is my last 
thing has oceured here worth giving your grace the trouble of a_ letter. 
| shall now have the honour to inform your grace that on Wednesdae 

ist, the 16-th (27-th) instant in the afternoon, the Empress set out from 
uce on her journey to Moscow; the great duke and dutchess left this placy 
ve evening before. All the members of the different colleges, who have 
rders to follow Her Imperial Majesty, are now also getting away, as fast 
is they can, but it is not yet known, when the great chancellor count 
estuchef will begin his journey, for about a week ago he was taken 





100 


very ill with a severe fit of the Hamorrhords and is grown so weal 
by the great quantity of blood he has lost, that he is obliged to keep his 
bed. Till this minister moves from hence, none of the foreign minister 
will think of doing so, as no business of any kind can be stirring a 
Moscow, when he is absent. 

A little before the Empress left this place, she was graciously please: 
to remit and make a free gift to her subjects of an arrear of poll tay 
amounting to above two millions and a half of roubles, which has endeared 
her very much to all orders and ranks of people in this country. R. 2- 
January. P. R. O. Russia. 1752. Nb 64. 


Ne 261. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 29-th December 1752 (9-th January 1755 


My lord. A few days ago, we had an account here, by express, thal 
the Empress arrived safely and in perfect health at Moscow, on Saturday 
the 19-th instant 0. s., at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

The great chancellor, count Bestuchef, is perfectly recovered of lis 
late indisposition, but is still too weak to think of setting out on his journey 
to Moscow, this fortnight yet. All the foreign ministers are also. still her 
and waiting on the great chancellor's motions, in order to direct theirs. 

| received by the last post a letter trom sir Charles Hanbury Wil 
liams of the 23-d instant n. s., wherein he acquaints me that the dis 
patches | had addressed to him for your grace of the 17-th (28-th) No 
vember were come safe to his hands and that he should forward them | 
England, in a couple of days at farthest. R. 2-d February. P. R. 0 
Russia. 1753. No 66. | 


Ni 262. 
Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 12-th (23-d) January 17 


My lord. Since my last, the great chancellor count Bestuchef has ha‘ 
a relapse; he is indeed again on the mending hand, but so very wea! 
that nobody can judge when he will be able to undertake the journey | 
Moscow. A few days ago, baron Posse, the swedish minister, set out | 
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loscow, but all the other foreign ministers are still here. The reason of 
ron Posse’s going so much sooner than the rest was, that he would not 
enew the lease of his house here in town, which was expiring. 

I must not conceal from your grace that the great chancellor's illness 
s only feigned, in order to stay and keep general Bretlack, m-r Funk 
md me here, untill we have received an answer to our dispatches to our 
espective courts upon his distresses. General Bretlack tells me, he expects 
. courier from his court towards the latter end of next week, and seems 
ot to doubt, but his court will contribute something towards supplying the 
reat chancellor's wants. M-r Funk, the saxon minister, has, already, 
eceived an answer from his court, but not at all satisfactory, as it is of 
n0 immediate relief, for m-r Briihl refers the great chancellor to the 
payment of all old, but, indeed, a very just debt, due by this court to 
‘at of Saxony, out of which the great chancellor is allowed to take, for 
himself, about six thousand pounds. As to me, | must tell your grace 
very sincerely that, not being in the least able to judge what kind of 
auswer I shall receive, I avoid seeing the great chancellor, under one 
pretence or other, untill I can, clearly, inform him of His Majesty’s inten- 
lions upon his request. 

I received, a few days ago, the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
1%-th December n. s., containing the King’s orders upon the representa- 
lion made to His Majesty by the lords commissioners for trade, concerning 
(lie manufacture of paper-hangings, which has been introduced and set up 
in this country; in consequence of which orders I have taken such mea- 
sures, as will enable me to give your grace, in a post or two, a full and 
clear account of this affair. The person who is at the head of this paper 
ianufacture, which is at Moscow, is one Thompson, who was book and 
warehouse keeper to the charitable corporation, and he has under him 
cue Martin Butler, who, as the board of trade say in their representation, 
was formerly one of the manufacturers of paper-hangings in England. 
i. 16-th February. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 
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N 263. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 19-th (30-th) January 1; 


My lord. Having received the informations | expected concerning t)y 
manufacture of paper-hangings set up at Moseow by m-r Thompson, fo 


merly book and warehouse keeper to the ¢>aritable corporation, | shall 
lay them all before your grace in one view. It is first proper to observ 
to your grace that, though the abovementioned Thompson is_ the - person 
who introduced this manufacture in this country, yet it is carried on iu 
the name of Martin Butler, who was one of the manufacturers of this 
kind of hangings in England, and besides this Thompson, one Thomas Nes 
bitt attempted to set up a like manufacture here at Petersburg, upon whic!) 
a dispute having arisen between him and Martin Butler, who acts {0 
Thompson, Martin Butler gave in on the 2-d of September last 1752 a 
memorial to the Senate, setting forth: «That he had the sole privilege «| 
carrying on this manufacture, he being authorised thereto by a pateur 
from the college of manufactures at Moscow, whereas Thomas Nesbitt liad 
his patent only from the comptoir of manufactures at Petersburg, which 
was an inferior and subordinate board to the abovementioned college». 
The Senate having taken this petition of Martin Butler’s into consideration 
confirmed the grant of the college of manufactures at Moscow to Butler 
and aunulled that of the comptoir of manufactures here at Petersburg to 
Nesbitt, for the following reasons: 

1. Because Martin Butler engaged to augment the product of {lis 
fabric to such a quantity, as may be sufficient to supply the demands 0! 
the whole Empire and that the paper and the workmanship of the sii 
hangings shall be equal in goodness and quality to the best hangings o! 
that kind which have hitherto been imported from foreign parts. 

2. Because Martin Butler engages to take russian subjects and learn 
them all the art and mystery of printing and stamping paper-hangings '0 





as much perfection, as they do abroad; for which reason the Senate has 
not only granted to this Martin Butler (alias Thompson, the warehouse 
keeper) the sole privilege of making and vending those sort of hangings 
lor a term of ten years, but ordered the colleges of commerce and manu- 
jactures to make an exact inquiry into the quantitys of paper-hangings 
imported into this Empire in the years 1749, 1750, 1751 and 1752, 
and if it shall appear that the manufacture set up by this Martin Butler 
does produce every year as much, as has been imported in any of the 
beforementioned years and a sufficient quantity to supply the demands of 
‘lis country, in that case an additional duty may be laid on the impor- 
lation of foreign paper-hangings, pursuant to an ukase of the Emperor's 
Peter the first dated the 6-th November 1723, an extract of which ukase 
| herewith transmit to your grace. Bui hitherto | must acquaint your 
vrace that neither the college of commerce, or that of manufacture are 
come in with their report upon the abovementioned ukase of the Senate. 

It is also proper, | think, your grace should know that there are two 
english houses here who favour and support all they can this manufacture 
of paper-banging, which is set up at Moscow. The one is messieurs Peters and 
[hompson, the other messieurs Gumm and C-ie. M-r Thompson, who is m-r 
Peter's partner, is brother to the Thompson at Moscow and now in London. 

By what goes before your grace will see that there is no direct pro- 
hibition to be laid on the paper-hangings imported here from abroad, but 
only dutys more or less in proportion, as the manufacture introduced here 
shall prosper; which is indeed much the same thing, but how to prevent 
il, is hard to tell, when our own people will act a part so contrary to 
ihe interest of England and if | am rightly informed to the oath they 
lave taken to the Russia company. 

The great chancellor count Bestuchef mends now daily and so fast, 
ihat he hopes to be able to fix soon the day of his departure for Moscow. 
Rk. 24-th February. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Extract of the Emperor Peter the firsts ukase, dated the 6-th No- 
vember 1723. 


1. If the quantity of any goods which are, or may be manufactured 
i) Russia, should be so increased, as to be equal to the fourth part of 
what is imported, in such case, by the abovementioned ukase, an addi- 
‘ional duty of one fourth more shall be laid on such foreign manufactured 
voods, than what they paid before on importation. 
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2. If the increase of any particular sort of goods manufactured iy 
this country be one third part more than usual, then the additional duty 
shall likewise be advanced one third more and so on, and if their increas 
be half as much as imported, the dutys shall also be raised to half as 
much more, as they formerly paid. 

3. And if such fabrics can produce as much goods as the quan 
litys imported, the dutys shall then be three times as much as they for 
merly used to pay; this ukase is inserted in the regulations of the colleg 
of commerce, the original being wrote and signed by the Emperor Pete 
the first’s own hand. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 264. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 23-d January (3-d February) 1753 
My lord. A few days ago, general Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, 
received the courier he expected from his court. Amongst other things this 
courier brought him full powers and instructions for concluding the king 
of Poland’s accession to the treaty of 1746 between the two empress’s, 
on which occasion I have received a letter from the great chancellor count 
Bestuchet, a copy of which | herewith transmit to your grace, by the 
opportunity of a courier which general Bretlack dispatches this evening to 
Vienna. By this letter your grace will see that the great chancellor thinks 
it is necessary I should also have full powers, and the court of Dresden 
seems to be of the same opinion, as I find | am named in the full po- 
wers which they have sent to m-r Funk, their minister here, but genera! 
Bretlack declares entirely against it, and | cannot help agreeing with him, 
and the more so, as his orders are, as- he tells me, not a accept of his 
polish majesty’s accession, unless he accedes also to the secret articles 0! 
the abovementioned treaty particularly the 4-th, which His Majesty, by 
a separate declaration, as your grace knows, has solemnely protested against. 
R. 21-st March. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Lettre du comte A. Bestouchef 4 m-r Guy Dickens. 


St.-Pétersbourg, le 20 Janvier 175 


Monsieur. Comme j’entrevois des apparences qui, nous promettent que 
les difficultés qui ont retardé jusqu'ici l’accession de la cour de Saxe ail 
traité d’alliance, conclu ici entre les deux cours impériales année 1746 
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i agrandi par l’accession de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, 
votre maitre, vont étre levées au plustét et que Tutilité de cette affaire 
inimant toutes les parties contractantes d’un méme zéle, on travaillera sans 
Jélai pour arriver a sa conclusion, j’ai cru devoir vous en informer, mou- 
sieur, alin que yous puissiez en attendant vous procurer de votre cour des 
structions et des pleinpouvoirs nécessaires pour recevoir conjointement 
accession saxonne au susdit traité, en cas que vous n’en soyes pas encore 
pourvu jusqu'ici, Sa Majesté le Roi, votre auguste maitre, y étant une 
partie principale covtractante, je trouve comme superflu de vous faire voir 
par celle-ci, monsieur, toutes les autres raisons et considérations qui de- 
mandent votre coopération dans cette affaire, si bien utile pour la tranquil- 
lité de toute VKurope qu’avantageuse pour les alliés. P. R. O. Russia. 
1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 265. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 26-th January (6-th February) 1753. 


My lord. The courier which general Bretlack had sent to Vienna upon 
the message we received from the great chancellor, acquainting us with 
iis distresses, is come back, but the answer he has brought is as little 
ty» our friend’s satisfaction as that from the court of Dresden. The court 
of Vienna propose to settle a pension of ten thousand german florins a 
year upon the great chancellor, during his life, which he has absolutely 
refused, saying, he would not sell himself in that manner to apy court 
whatsoever; with which answer general Bretlack sent his courier back 
again to Vienna, on Saturday last, earnestly entreating them to send him, 
is soon as possible, a remittance of. ten or twelve thousand ducats, that 
at all events he may be prepared to assist the great chancellor in case 
of any sudden call upon the money of the two departments which he has 
embezzled. 

| did myself the honor to write a letter to your grace, by the abo- 
vementioned courier, in which I acquainted you that general Bretlack had, 
al last, received full powers for concluding the king of Poland’s accession 
0 the treaty between the two empresses and, at the same time, inclosed 
iierein the copy of a letter I had received from the great chancellor on 
thal Occasion. ° 

The great chancellor grows daily better, but as he recovers his strenght 
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but slowly, the day of his departure for Moscow is not yet fixed. A few 
days ago, baron Maltzan, the danish minister, set out for Moscow. The 
saxon minister, m-r Funk, did the same this morving and general Bret- 
lack, the austrian ambassador, taiks of moving about the beginning of nex! 
week; the week after, m-r Swart, the dutch minister, and I propose to di 
so 100. 

I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter of th 
12-th January n. s., inclosing His Majesty's speech to both Houses of Pat 
liament together with the address of the House of Lords aud the resolution 
of the House of Commons upon it. 

P. S. I hear from gencral Bretlack that count Esterhasy, who was 
in Spain, is to relieve him about the month of May next and that count 
Colloredo, who went from henee a few months ago, is to go to England 
as minister from the emperor and empress-queen. R. 2-d Mareh. PLR. 
Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 266. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 9-th (20-th) February 17 


My lord. The great chancellor being still here, your grace will io! 
be surprised to receive another letter from me dated from this place, bu 
it will be the last untill my return from Moscow, for my departure is 
now fixed for next Saturday the 13-th instant. 

General Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, left this place about a 
week ago, but m-r Schwart, the dutch minister, does not think of setting 
out before the 20-th or 21-st instant. 

In order to get away, I have given the great chancellor to unde 
stand that I did not expect to receive here an answer to my letter to 
your grace of the 17-th November last, as it would probably be sent | 
sir Charles Hanbury Williams at Dresden and from thence forwarded to 1-1 
Funk, who being now at Moscow, | thought, it was best for me to repair 
hither, also, as soon as possible. The great chancellor begins now to think 
seriously of moving, but to confirm the opinion of his illness will only se! 
out towards the latter end of this month. R. 25-th March. P. R 0. 
Russia. 1753. N 66. 





Ne 267. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
St. Petersburg. 16-th (27-th) February 1753 


My lord. I did not think I should trouble your grace with any more 
etters from hence, but since my last I have been advised by every body, 
reat and little, not to be on the read this week, which being that before 
heir great fast and what they call here fhe butter week, when all the 
hoors give themselves up to the greatest excesses, travellers not only run 
‘he hazard of not finding a sober postillion to drive them, but of meeting 
vith insults, IT have therefore put off my journey to Moscow to next Mon- 
ay the 22-d instant, when I shall certainly leave this place. The great 
chancellor proposes to do so too, a few days after being now perfectly 
recovered and going now and then abroad in order to use himself to 
the air. 

We hear from Moscow that the Empress has been indisposed with a 
ieadache, a violent cough and pains all over her limbs, but was much 
better when the last letters came away. Most of the persons who are gone 
09 Moscow from hence have had the same disorder, which is attributed to 
lie excessive cold, they have had there, but hitherto it has been attended 
vith no other bad consequences, than a few days confinement. R. 25-th 
March. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 268. 
Le duc de Newcastle au colonel Guy Dickens. 
A Whitehali. Ce 27 Février 1753. 


Monsieur. Vous aurez, sans doute, appris les circonstances de la ren- 
‘contre qui s'est passée & Moscou-.entre le colonel comte Zacharie de Czvr- 
uichew et le colonel Leontiew. Le comte de Czernichew, ministre de Kussie 
ei cette cour, est extrémement alarmé des suites que cet accident fa- 
ceux peut avoir pour sou frére. Le Roi en a été touché de compassion, 
ei par un effet des bontés dont Sa Majesté honore ce ministre et pour lui 
‘yargner une disgrace si cruelle dans la personne de son frere, en cas 
yl se trouvat exposé a la rigueur des lois, elle m’a ordonné de vous 
vorire cette lettre, afin que vous vous employiez d’abord au nom du Roi 
i toutes les fagons qui vous paraitront les plus efficaces en faveur du 
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comte Zacharie de Czernichew. Sa Majesté vous ordonne méme de deman 
der pour cet effet une audience de I'Impératrice elle-méme, si vous trouve; 
qu'il en soit besoin, et de faire connaitre a Sa Majesté Impériale que | 
Roi se promet de son amitié qu’elle voudra bien pardonner au comte Za 
charie une faute dans laquelle il parait avoir été entrainé involontairement 
et que Sa Majesté sera sensiblement obligée des égards que Sa Majest 
Impériale voudra avoir a Tintercession du Roi en faveur de ce malheu 
reux oOfficier, & l’intention d'un ministre qui a mérité lestime de Sa Ma- 
jesté. Vous n’omettrez rien, soit auprés de I’[mpératrice, ou auprés de ses 
ministres, qui puisse leur faire sentir le vif interét que le Roi prend au 
sort du comte Zacharie de Czernichew et lobligation que Sa Majesté aura 
a I'Impératrice de la clémence dont elle youdra bien user en cette occa 
sion. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Note du comte Czernichew au duc de Newcastle. 26 Février 1753 


Monsieur le colonel Guy Dickens aura, sans doute, appris les circon 
stances de la rencontre qui s'est passée a Moscou entre le colonel comt: 


Zacharie de Czernichew et le colonel Leontiew. 

Jusqu’a présent les particularités de cette affaire ne sont pas connues 
ici. Le comte de Czernichew, frére du susmentionné, présentement ici n’en a 
eu des nouvelles quindirectement et dont le précis se réduit a ce que les 
susdits cavaliers sont venus aux mains aucunement de fagon préméditée 
mais purement par un hasard malheureux et des moins attendus et qu’ils 
se sont battus en hommes d’honneur; de plus, par tout ce que l'on en sail 
juger, le comte ue peut étre regardé comme Jagresseur et que Uun et 
autre se trouvent fortement blessés, mais la blessure du colonel Leou- 
liew doit avoir été la plus dangereuse, selon le sentiment du chirurgien, 
et cela au point que par le premier appareil qui y a été fait, lon en a 
espéré rien de bon. 

Comme les lois militaires en pareil cas de mort pourraient peut 
éire tourner au préjudice du dit comte Zacharie, le Roi par sa clémenc 
et compassion naturelle, ainsi que par la bonté particuliére dont Sa Ma 
jesté honore le comte Czernichew, qui est ici et & qui elle voudrait sauve! 
une telle mortification dans la personne de son frére, a chargé son exce! 
lence milord duc de Newcastle d’en écrire immédiatement et de la mei! 
leure fagon au dit colonel Guy Dickens, pour qu’il employe au nom ev 
Sa Majesté les intercessious qu'il croira étre les plus efficaces auprés ce 
a personne méme de |'Impératrice, comme aussi par le moyen de ses 1 
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nistres, afin de la porter en ce cas-ci & sa clémence naturelle envers le 
dit comte Zacharie et qu’en considération de la haute estime et amitié 
que Sa Majesté Impériale porte au Roi, elle veuille témoigner, en cette 
yecasion, le cas quelle fait de ses instances et accorder le pardon et 
absolution totale du dit comte Zacharie de cette faute involontaire et com- 
mise contre son gré. 

Le mieux que son excellence milord due voudra recommander et 
appuyer cette intercession par le colonel Guy Dickens, le plus le comte lui 
en sera redevable et lui aura une obligation infinie de cette faveur. P. R. O. 
Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 269. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 9-th March 1753. 


Sir. I acquainted you, in my letter of the 13-th February, with the 
violent proceedings of the king of Prussia, by the detention and misappli- 
cation of certain sums of money, due on the Silesia loan to His Majesty's 
subjects of Great Britain, of which the king of Prussia had, by the most 
solemn treaties, taken upon him the payment and I sent you the answer, 
which His Majesty ordered me to return to the prussian secretary here, 
annexing the report to the king of those persons to whom His Majesty 
was pleased to refer this affair, by which the irregularity, violence and 
injustice of the court of Berlin must plainly appear. 

| have, pow, the King’s orders to dispatch this messenger to you with 
directions for your conduct upon this occasion. And that you may be fully 
informed of His Majesty’s thoughts and intentions upon it, | send you a 
copy of my letter to m-r Keith, of the 13-th of February last, whereby 
you may be the better enabled to execute the orders contained in this 
letter. 

You will see that the King is using his utmost endeavours to induce 
the king of Prussia, by amicable means, to redress the injury dope to His 
Majesty’s subjects and, thereby, prevent the consequences which might 
otherwise happen to the public peace. For this purpose proper applications 
have been made to the court of France, from which there is reason to 
hope for a good effect. But as there is no depending upon the future be- 
haviour of a prince, who is capable of acting, as the king of Prussia has 
(one, even in this instance, his prussian majesty may be deaf to reason 
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and think of supporting one injustice by another (if possible) still more 
outrageous, and make some attack upon His Majesty’s german dominions. 
because the King cannot and will not sacrifice the rights and essential 
interests of his subjects of Great Britain to the king of Prussia’s arbitrary 
determinations and dispositions; and the preparations, which His Majesty 
has received advices, are making upon the frontiers of the King’s german 
dominions by buying up numbers of artillery horses, getting together great 
quantities of forage and provision of all sorts, greatly favor and confirm 
such an opinion. Neither ought the great prussian encampment consisting 
of 50.000 men, which is undoubtedly to be made this summer near Berlin, 
to be entirely disregarded, especially as it may have some connection with 
the several french encampments, which are said to be designed in Alsace, 
Franche-Comté and the Low Countries. 

It is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should immediately, upon the 
receipt of this letter, acquaint the Empress of Russia and the great chan- 
cellor and such of the russian ministers, as you should think proper, with 
the present state of this case, and that you should, in the King’s name, 
observe to them that, if, notwithstanding the amicable endeavours which 
are using to prevent it, his prussian majesty, in support of the violences 
which he has already offered to the rights and properties of the King’s 
subjects of Great Britain, and in consequence, singly, of those violences 
(though coloured under any other pretences) should attack the King’s german 
dominions, His Majesty is entitled to the assistance and specific succours, 
stipulated by the several defensive alliances with the most considerable po- 
wers of Europe; and that His Majesty shall, in that case, reclaim the per- 
formance of those engagements accordingly: and that they should acknow- 
ledge (as the King doubts not but they will) any votes de fait committed 
by the king of Prussia upon any part of His Majesty’s dominions, upon 
this account, to be casus faderis, for, otherwise, as this is singly au 
english quarrell and in support of the rights of Great Britain, His Majesty 
would be deprived of the reciprocal assistance, which he is entitled to, 
when those rights of Great Britain shall be infringed or invaded; and this 
must be allowed to be the sense of those defensive engagements. Nothing 
therefore can be stronger, than the obligations which the Empress of Russia 
is under by the defensive alliances of 1741 and 1742, and by the King’s 
accession to the treaty of 1746, to come to His Majesty’s assistance and 
to furnish the succours there stipulated, in case the King should be thus 
attacked. But His Majesty's friendship and consideration for the Empress 
of Russia is such, that the King is desirous to make the necSsary assi- 
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tance to which His Majesty is entitled, as little burthensome, as possible, 
) Her Imperial Majesty; and therefore, the King is willing so far to de- 
part from what, in strictness, he is entitled to, that, if you can procure 
in assurance, in writing that, upon notice given of an attack made by 
the King of Prussia upon any part of His Majesty’s dominions, either here, 
r in Germany in consequence of the late violent proceedings of the court 
f Berlin and of the support, which the King gives to the rights of his 
subjects of Great Britain, the Empress of Russia will assist His Majesty 
with 30.000, or 40.000 men, now quartered in Livonia, and make a di- 
version on the king of Prussia’s dominions, on the side of Courland, and 
also furnish a large body of Cossacks and Kalmucks to invade other parts 
of the prussian dominions, or to be transported by galleys to make an 
irruption on the side of Stettin; His Majesty will from the day that such 
regular troops or such irregulars shall march from their present quarters 
lor the purposes abovementioned, give a proportionable subsidy, according 
to the numbers to be continued, as long as those troops shall remain in 
the service of Great Britain; and, if the troubles should be soon and hap- 
pily ended, then, and in that case, some part of that subsidy may be con- 
tinued for such further time, as shall be agreed upon. Though the cir- 
cumstances of this country will not permit the King to grant any consi- 
derable subsidy without there shall appear to be an absolute necessity 
for it, which the King is still willing to hope, will not be the case; yet 
His Majesty does not propose that the Empress of Russia should put her- 
self to any expence, untill the troops are demanded and the subsidy shall 
commence. 

By your letter of the 15-th (26-th) of September last you assure 
me that, by the new disposition then made, there would remain about 
sixty thousand men between Narwa and Libau, in Courland. 

That is just the station, where the King wishes them to be, and from 
whence the proposed diversion (if necessary) must be made; so that no pre- 
vious expence is required for their march. The Cossacks and Kalmucks, 
| suppose, are always ready, or may soon be so, and if any other pre- 
vious expence should be necessary, that may be fully satistied by the 
future engagements. The great point, therefore, is to agree upon the number 
of troops and the sum to be paid for them; and that His Majesty may 
have forthwith a security that, when he is attacked, the Empress of Russia 
will on those conditions assist him with her troops. 

The Empress of Russia, in the year 1747, furnished, for the service 
of the maritime powers, 30.000 men, which were indeed 35.000 for a 
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subsidy of 300.000 pounds per annum and took upon herself the expence 
of the march of the whole corps from the frontiers of Russia, all through 
Poland, to upper Silesia for 150.000 dutch crowns only. 

In that case, there was no demand of succours from Russia. That was 
merely a bargain for troops, whereas, in the present case, the King has 
a right to the succours stipulated, without any consideration, and the troops 
are not to march out of their quarters, untill the subsidy is proposed to 
be given. 

These considerations, therefore, ought greatly to lighten and lessen 
the expence. The King will not name any certain sum, as that must de- 
pend upon the proportion of troops ete., to be furnished. But His Majesty 
hopes, you may be able to come to some precision with the court of 
Russia, both as to the number of troops to be furnished, regulars and 
irregulars, and the quantum of the subsidy to be granted for them. To which, 
if founded upon the principles of this letter, the King may, upon the re- 
turn of this messenger, agree. And in order thereto, you will use your 
utmost endeavours to reduce the sum that will be proposed by Russia. 
as low as possible, and, in that case, His Majesty hopes from the friendship 
of the Empress of Russia and from the security which she will have, that 
the: troops will not be demanded, untill the conditions shall be complied 
with. The general and commander in chief of the russian troops in Li- 
vonia may have provisional orders to march, upon notice given from the 
King of: an attack made by the king of Prussia upon His Majesty’s domi- 
nions and upon an assurance from the King, that the terms and condi 
tions proposed by the Empress are agreed to by His Majesty. 

This will remove all doubis on all sides. His Majesty will be assu- 
red of the immediate assistance of the russian troops for making a proper 
diversion, in case the King is attacked; and the Empress of Russia will. 
also, be secure that that assistance shall not be required untill His Ma- 
jesty has complied with such demands or proposals, as you, in consequence 
of this letter, shall transmit hither, for the King’s approbation and consent. 

To reduce, therefore, this great question to a short point (which is, 
also, a full answer to all that you have wrote upon the subject of a sub- 
sidy to Russia) in the present circumstances of this country, His Majesty 
does not think it advisable, at all events, to give a subsidy to Russia; 
but in case of an attack from Prussia for the causes abovementioned, the 
King is not only willing to give a subsidy, but such a one as may enable 
the Empress of Russia to act in support of the King in such manner, as 
may be for His Majesty’s immediate service, and the most probable for 





— 413 — 


the restitution of the public peace, which will then have been broke, and 
for securing the interests and independance of those powers, who would 
be as materially affected and perhaps more so, than the King, by any 
farther accession of influence and power to the king of Prussia, which 
would infallibly happen, if His Majesty is not powerfully and effectually 
assisted. And, in support of this truth, [ might add several very strong 
considerations. But, as it is impossible for them to escape the observation 
of the russian ministers, I shall not add to the length of this letter by 
enumerating them. I cannot. however, avoid mentioning that, if the court 
of Russia neglect this opportunity and insist upon a_ previous provisional 
subsidy, which cannot be granted; if the king of Prussia should once resolve 
(o break the peace, Russia would then find themselves under a necessity to 
defend themselves upon their own bottom, without, probably, any assistance 
of men or money; the Turks would be ready to take advantage of such 
a situation (for which there is certainly, at present, a disposition in the 
Porte) and the emperor and empress-queen would have more than suffi- 
cient occupation, in providing for their own security. When, if His Ma- 
jesty’s plan is followed, the peace will either be effectually preserved, as 
| hope and believe it may be, or, if that cannot be obtained, such joint 
measures are proposed to be taken by the King and the two empresses, 
as may be most likely to put a short end to the disturbances, if they 
should happen, and the best to secure the particular interests of the res- 
pective powers and the general system of Europe, from the ruin and dis- 
truction which may threaten them. 

I send this letter open to m-r Keith, with directions to him to talk 
io the austrian ministers upon it, and to transmit to you, by this mes- 
senger, an account of the result of his conferences with them. And that 
you may be fully informed of every thing that relates to your present 
commission, | send you a copy of my letter which this messenger carries 
to m-r Keith. By Money. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 270. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 9-th March 1753. 


Very secret. Sir. You will have in my other letter the King’s di- 
rections for the answer which you are to return to the great chancellor. 
| should think, it might not be difficult to raise a sum of money upon 
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the security which will be now released by the King. His Majesty, ho 
wever, is willing to make a further present to m-r Bestuchet, if he ea 
procure the Empress of Russia’s consent to the plan proposed in my lette: 
and if the chancellor will give you an assurance, in writing that th, 
troops in Livonia and the Kalmucks shall make the diversion proposed, a 
soon as the general and commander in chief of the russian troops in Li 
vonia shall receive notice from the King, that the king of Prussia ha; 
attacked His Majesty’s dominions and that the King also consents to th 
terms proposed by the court of Russia and which shall have been trans 
mitted hither by you. You are in that case, and not otherwise hereby 
authorised to advance to the great chancellor the sum of two thousand 
five hundred pounds; and you may further engage to pay him the sum 
of two thousand five hundred pounds more, as soon, as the russian troops 
shall begin their march, in consequence of the requisition which shall b 
made by His Majesty. And as an encouragement to the chancellor to assis! 
you in your negotiation, you may also promise him a further gratuity, 
if he will help you, in making the subsidy to be paid, as moderate, as 
possible; and the lower the subsidy is, the greater will be his considera 
tion for if. 

You see by this, how much the King has the success of this affair 
at heart. And, if the chancellor has still the credit which he had, he has 
now, an opportunity to do great service to the Empress of Russia, a ver) 
agreeable thing to His Majesty; and what will prove an immediate advan 
tage to himself, as well as in its consequences, a great security to his own 
credit and power with the Empress, his mistress. For you always repre 
sented that nothing would do that so effectually, as a prospect of getting 
a subsidy from the King. I do admit that there is not an absolute cer 
tainty of it by this proposal; but the subsidy will be certain, if there is 
any real occasion for it; for the peace will be preserved; or, if not, the 
Empress of Russia will be well paid for her assistance. I hope you will 
endeavour to reduce the quantum of the subsidy, as low, as possible; and. 
then, there will be no difficulty in agreeing to it, it being not to com 
mence, untill the attack is actually made by the king of Prussia. 

We shall be very impatient to know the success of this importa! 
negotiation, and therefore I must desire you to redispatch this messen 
ger, as soon, as possible. By Money. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Xe 66. 
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Ne 271. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 9-th March 1753 


Very private. Sir. | have not, untill now, had a safe opportunity 
of answering your private letter. relating to the present distresses of 
the great chancellor. 

The King is extremely sorry for those distresses which the great 
chancellor's own indiscretion (to say no more) has, in a great measure, 
brought upon him. His Majesty is truly sensible of m-r de Bestu- 
chef’s good intentions for the common cause and for the maintenance of 
the most perfect union and concert between the King and the Empress, 
his mistress. His Majesty also knows the great weight and credit which 
the great chancellor has, and, I hope, will still retain with Her Imperial 
Majesty. And for these reasons, the King would be very glad, was it in 
His Majesty’s power, in a proper manner to be of service to him 

You know the considerable sum which the King advanced about six 
years ago, of ten thousand pounds sterling for the great chancellor. That 
money was desired, as a loan; for which the great chancellor actually 
gave a security to His Majesty. If, therefore, an absolute release of that 
security from the King to m-r Bestuehef could be of any service to him, 
you are hereby authorised, in His Majesty’s name, to consent to it and 
to annul, or give up, any security or mortgage, which may have been 
viven to the King for it. And His Majesty hopes that baron Wolff will be 
able to get a sum of money advanced upon that security; which may, in 
some measure, answer m-r Bestuchet’s purpose. 

I find that neither the empress-queen, nor the king of Poland have 
yet come up to the great chancellor's wishes and wants. I hope, they will 
both do something; and that that, when joined with what may be raised 
upon the security, now given up by the King, may be sufficient. 

M-r Bestuchef must think that this is going a great way, since it 
is releasing that which he thought an inducement to His Majesty to advance 
the money or, at least, the security for the money which the King had so lent, 

You will assure the great chancellor of His Majesty’s great concern 
for his situation and desire to see him at ease and in possession of that 
credit and influence which, to do him justice, he has always exerted for 
the support of the only salutary system in Europe. 

P. S. 1 enclose to you an extract of a letter which | have this 
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day received from m-r Titley. You see the notions of the court of Den- 
mark upon the present situation of the great chancellor. And indeed his 
long absence from court must make every body of the same opinion. 

It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that the great chancellor should 
take some way and that without delay of showing to all the world that 
his credit and influence are the same, if they really are so. You will see, 
also, the notion, they have, that the present extravagant conduct of the 
king of Prussia is owing to his flattering himself with a security on the 
side of Russia. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that the Empress of 
Russia should show the contrary by immediately agreeing to the King’s 
proposal, contained in my other letter. Or, otherwise, she may want to 
stop the farther progress of the king of Prussia, when it may be too late. 
By Money. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 272. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall, 9-th March 1753 


Sir. | should sooner have sent you His Majesty’s commands upon your 
letters, relating to the instances made by the king of Poland upon the 
affair of the steuer and the declaration, proposed by the court of Russia 
to be made upon it; had His Majesty thought proper, in any degree, to 
join in that declaration, or had the King approved your joining, as you 
did with the austrian ministers in that measure; in which it was impos- 
sible for His Majesty to concur, the King having no general defensive alliance 
with Saxony, which His Majesty was to promise by that declaration to 
fulfill; which circumstance you seemed not to be apprised of. 

I send you copies of my letters to sir Charles Hanbury Williams 
and colonel Yorke upon that subject; by which you will see, what the 
King’s resolution was and the reasons which induced His Majesty to take it. 

As the King is persuaded that the Empress of Russia will be per- 

fectly satisfied, when this matter is fully explained to her by the great 
chancellor, | do not trouble you with a repetition of what is contained 
in my letters abovementioned. 
I am persuaded you will be very exact in the execution of the impor- 
tant orders, which go by this messenger and that you will redispatch him, 
as soon as possible, with an account of what you shall have been able 
to do upon them. By Money. P. R. 0. Russia, 1753. & 66. 
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The humble petition of the governors, consuls and court of assistants 
of the Russia Company. 


9-th March 1753 
To the King’s most excellent Majesty, 


Sheweth. That your petitioners, having experienced the beneficial effects 
of the treaty of commerce which at present subsists between Great Bri- 
tain and Russia and observing said treaty now tends near to a conclu- 
sion, and fully sensible that the renewing said treaty would be of highest 
advantage and protection to all your Majesty’s subjects trading to Russia, 
humbly beg that proper orders may be given to your Majesty’s ministers 
residing at the court of Russia to apply, for obtaining the renewal of said 
treaty of commerce in all it’s articles for as long a term of years, as 
‘can be procured. And your petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray. 
by order of the governor, consuls and court of assistants of the Russia 
Company. George Mosley secretary. 

NB. There was no first project sent trom England. The nego- 
liation began by this dispatch as will appear by the sequel of these pa- 
pers. By Money. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. . 66. 


Ne 274. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. .4-th (15-th) March 1753. 


My lord. Having got safe to this place on Tuesday evening last, | - 
would not let this post set out without giving your grace notice of it, and 
at the same time acknowledging the honouf of your grace’s letter of the 
13-th February, which I found here on my arrival. As soon as the inclo- 
sures mentioned therein (which by reason of their being too voluminous 
ave been sent by a messenger to Vienna) come to my hands, | shall 
leliver them to the russian minister, as I am ordered, that they may be 
‘lly and clearly informed of the state of the dispute between the courts 
{ London and Berlin in relation the king of Prussia’s pretended complaints 
i justice not having been done in England to his subjects upon the seizure. 
luring the late war, of some ships or eflects, which went under their names. 


» 
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Before I left Petersburg, the great chancellor count Bestuchef told me 
he proposed setting out at this day on his journey to this place, so that 
he is expected here about the middle of next week; which will be a great 
relief to his collegue the vice-chancellor count Woronzow, who ever since 
his arrival here has been in a very bad state of health, not capable ot 
giving much attention to business. R. 15-th April. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 275. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 11-th (22-d) March 1753 


My lord. Since my last. which was of the 4-th (15-th) instant, ge 
neral Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, has received a courier from his 
court, who brought me the printed copy of the answer your grace returned 
by His Majesty’s order to m-r Michel, the prussian secretary’s memoria! 
of the 23-d November last, together with the report annexed thereto, as 
also m-r Michel’s printed memorial and the king of Prussia’s exposition 
des motifs, all which papers I shall deliver to the russian ministers as 
soon, as the great chancellor count Bestuchef arrives, who is expected here 
to-morrow .or next day at farthest. 

I am not yet informed, whether general Bretlack’s last courier has 
brought any thing that will be more agreeable to the great chancellor 
than what came by the former, concerning his wants and necessities, but 
| hear that the court of Dresden have upon m-r Funk, their minister's 
last representations sent him a remittance of eight thousand rixdollars. 
which he is to give to the great chancellor and to tell him, he may appro 
priate to his own use twenty two thousand rixdollars more out of the one 
hundred thousand rixdollars due by this court to that of Saxony. This 
debt is so clear and just, that the payment of it cannot be refused, i! 
the ministers will stir ever so little in it, being for a set of arms furnished 
to one of the Empress’s regiments of ‘guards. 

We are informed from Dresden that that court is come to the reso 
lution of acceding to the secret articles, as well as to the treaty of 1746 
between the two empresses, but they absolutely insist, as well as this 
court, on His Majesty’s concurring in this accession, as one of the prin- 
cipal contracting parties. The great chancellor, count Bestuchef, told me 
the day before I left Petersburg, that, were all the courts of Europe to 
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accede to the abovementioned treaty, it would only remain a trite alliance 
and not answer the views of strengthening and consolidating the interests 
and engagements of the respective powers, if as accessions were made, they 
were not accepted by all the powers who were become parties to that treaty. 
R. 20-th April. P. R. O. Russia, 1753. \ 66. 


N: 276. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 18-th (29-th) March 1753 


My lord. On Saturday evening last the great chancellor count Bestu- 
chef arrived here from Petersburg and in perfect good health. The next 
day he gave notice of it by one of his seeretarys to all the foreign mi- 
nisters, but having desired at the same time to be excused from seeing 
any company for three or four days and untill he was a little recovered 
of the fatigues of the journey, we have not yet been to wait upon him. 

The good news the great chancellor met with, on his arrival here, 
will not contribute a littl towards removing all his complaints; for general 
Bretlack told me, a few days ago, that the last courier from Vienna brought 
him a remittance of thirty thousand german florins for the great chan- 
cellor; which sum, together with the eight thousand rixdollars, m-r Funk, 
ihe saxon minister, has orders te pay him, will, at least replace, in part. 
the money of the two departmenis which he had appropriated to his use. 
It. 27-th April. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 277. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 22-d March (2-d April) 1753 


My lord. On Friday last, 1 received the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 27-th February un. s. containing His Majesty’s orders, that I should 
use my utmost endeavours in his name in favour of count Zacharie de 
zernichew, so that the Empress would be pleased to show her clemeney 
tuwards that young officer in the affair of the rencontre which happened 
here a few months ago between him and colonel Leontiew. As soon as 
this letter came to my hands, I sent to the great chancellor desiring he 
would appoint an hour for me to wait on him, but as he had done betore 
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to me and to all the other foreign ministers, he desired again to be excused 
on account on his not being yet settled. To lose therefore no time, | wrote 
a short letter to the chancellor on Saturday last and inelosed to him a 
copy of your grace’s abovementioned letter, leaving it, at the same time. 
to Her Imperial Majesty’s pleasure either to grant me a private audience 
or let me know her intentions upon it by her great chancellor, This letter. 
| know, was laid before the Empress yesterday, so that | am in daily 
expectation of an answer, which | do not in’ the least doubt will be a 
favourable one, as she would be sorry to let slip such an opportunity of 
showing her great and sincere regard and friendship for His Majesty. 
There is no public business of any kind in agitation here at present, 
nor probably will be untill after easter, by which time it is to be hoped 
all the ministers will be recovered of the fatigue of their journey and settled 
in their new habitations. R. 30-th April. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


27S. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


M scow,. 1-st (12-th) April 1793 


My lord. As your grace is perfectly well acquainted with the delays 
which the dispateh of any kind of business is subject to here, you will 
nol, | hope, be surprised, when | tell you that I have received no answer 
vet to the application | have made to the Empress, by His Majesty's order, 
in favour of count Zacharie de Czernichew, and that I have not been able 
to see the great chancellor, since his arrival here. But [T propose to-morrow 


renewing my sollicitations in so pressing a manner for a quarter of an 
hour’s conversation, that it will be difficult for him to refuse seeing me 
between this and the next post. 

Not only that one thing, but every thing else is at a stand here. 
General Bretlack, the austrian ambassador, has received full powers to re- 
new and make perpetual the defensive engagements between the court o! 
Vienna and this against the Turks. But the russian ministers have not 
yet acquainted the Empress with it, though the said ambassador sends 
(laily messages to press them to open the conferences, that this affair ma) 
be dispatched before the arrival of his successor. Your grace cannot be 
unacquainted that the peace of Madrid between the emperor Charles the 
6-th and the Turks, in the year 1739, was only for fifteen years, whe- 
reas that between this court and the Ottoman Porte was perpetual. The 
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emperor desired, at that time, that the defensive engagements between him 
and this court with regard to the Turks might also be perpetual. But, as 
ihere Was no reciprocity in that proposal, this court would only enter into 


those engagements for the same number of years, that the treaty between 


ihe emperor and the Turks was to last. Now. it seems the empress-queen 
having prevailed on the pacilic disposition of the Ottoman Porte, to make 
iheiy treaty with her, as with Russia, perpetual, she would be glad to 
vive the same extent to her engagements with this court, which, we be- 
lieve, can admit of no difficulty, as these transactions, according to the 
customs of these northern courts, are unaccompanied with presents, which 
both the great and vice-chancellor stand in great need of. Ro 1t-th May. 
PR. O. Russia. 1753. Mi 66. 


Ni 279. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. S-th (19-th) April 1753. 


My lord. Since my letter of the 1-st (12-th) instant the great ehan- 
cellor has been obliged to such close attendance at the Senate, on aceount 
of some domestic affairs of this Empire, that it was Impossible for him 
io receive any company, but hopes are given me that he will be at leisure 
uext week, to see and speak with whoever has any business with lim. 

| received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter of the 
23-d March with the report of His Majesty’s principal servants upon the 
malicious attempt made to blacken the characters of the lord bishop of 
(ilocester, m-r solicitor general, and m-r Stone, of which | shall not fail 
(0 make a proper use the first time I see tle russian ministers. 

Yesterday, at noon, arrived here Money, the messenger, by whom 
| received the honor of your grace’s several letter of the 9-th Mareh. 
and, as, at the same time, he put into my hands a letter from m-r Keith, 
1 the 27-th March, acquainting me that orders had been sent to general 
bretlack to second the instances | am directed, by the abovementioned dis- 
pateh, to make to the Empress of Russia, IT am, this moment, going to 
‘at ambassador, in order to concert) with him) the properest manner of 
pening the important negotiation [ am charged with, so that it may be 
brought to a speedy and happy conclusion. R. 19-th May. P. RO. Russia. 
L753. Ne 66. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 19-th (30-th) April 1753 


My lord. Though your grace will not have heard from me since my 
letter of the 8-th instant, in which I informed you of the arrival of Money. 
the messenger, I will hope, your grace is fully persuaded that | have not 
been idle. As the said messenger happened to come in passion week, it 
was impossible to transact any business here till the easter holidays were 
over. Since when, | have had no less than three very long conferences 
with the great chancellor upon the orders your grace sent me ip your se- 
veral letters of the 9-th March n. s. And to-morrow, without fail, the great 
chancellor is to make a report of every thing to the Empress, his mistress, 
as it has been settled and agreed upon between him, general Bretlack and 
me. The strongest hopes are given me that I shall meet with no delay 
and that I shall be able to redispatch Money, the messenger, some tiny 
next week: [| chose, therefore, to. say as little as possible by the post. 
which, as it passes through a certain prince’s dominions, may be a less 


eligible way, now, than ever of conveying dispatches. R. 28-th May. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 281. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 29-th April (10-th May) 1755 


My lord. For this week past there have been several festivals at 
court: on Wednesday, the 21-st instant being the great dutchess’s name's 
day, there was drawing room at noon for the ladys and gentry to com- 
pliment her imperial highness on that oceasion, and at night there was 
a ball and supper. The Sunday following viz-t: the 25-th instant being 
the anniversary of the EKmpress’s corovation, she received at noon in the 
old town, called the Cremelin, wher she had removed the evening before 
the compliments of the chief nobility and all the foreign ministers, ani 
alterwards dined in public. The Tuesday following being the day — befo 
yesterday, there was a_ ball and most magnificent supper at court, to 
which at least three hundred persons of both sexes were invited. This 
evening there is to be an opera and to-morrow a french comedy, whieh 
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will close the rejoyeings made here on occasion of Her Imperial Majesty's 
coronation day. 

In the midst of the ball on Tuesday last, the Empress sent her great 
chancellor to me, to acquaint me that in regard to His Majesty’s inter- 
cession, she had pardoned count Zacharie de Czernichew and ordered him 
(0 be released from his confinement. Upon which I went up to Her Impe- 
rial Majesty and, alter having kissed her hand, assured her, that His Ma- 
jesty would have a very lively sense of this instance of her friendship 
lor him; to which the Empress answered that it was a sincere pleasure 
to her to show on this occasion, as it would be on any other, her great 
regard and friendship for the King. The same evening prince Bieloselsky, 
count Zacharie’s brother in law and count Czernichew, the Cammer Junker. 
his brother returned me their thanks at court for His Majesty’s most kind 
and generous offices in this affair. 

And yesterday morning, | had a visit from count Zacharie himself, 
who is so-full of gratitude, that he desired me to assure the King, that 
he would be always ready, at the expense of his blood, to acknowledge 
the effects he had felt ef His Majesty’s gooduess and compassion for him 
on this occasion. ) 

Money, the messenger, is still here, but will soon depart in the mean- 
time, I believe, | may venture upon the strong assurances given me, to 
acquaint your grace that this court will come into His Majesty’s plan and 
in such a manner, as will be entirely agreeable to him. R. 7-th June. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1753. .\° 66. 


Ne 282. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 22-d May 1753. 


In cypher. Sir. 1 received, on Saturday last, the favor of your letter 
of the 19-th of April and laid it before the King. 

His Majesty was glad to see that Money, the messenger, was arrived 
with the important dispatches of the 9-th of March. 

You may imagine that the King will be very impatient fur the re- 
turn of this messenger. | am in hopes, by what you let drop, that the 
court of Petersburg will know their own interest so well, as to accept 
what is proposed. The court of Vienna seems to understand theirs, by sen- 
ding orders to general Bretlack to join with you in the instances which 
you are to make in consequence of those letters. 
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If the austrian minister has really received instructions to exert him- 
self upon this occasion, | should hope your joint representations will have 


their desired effect. 

There is a circumstance or two which have come to His Majesty's 
knowledge and deserve your utmost attention. 

The king of Prussia has lately entertained a notion of being recon 
ciled to the Empress of Russia. The government in Sweden are averse to 
it. but yet it is not improbable, but His Russian Majesty may attempt, 
some way or other, (0 bring it about. 

The court of France have projects for the extending their commerce 
to all parts of Europe, and | have reason to think that there may be an 
intention to send a french minisier to the great duke of Russia under the 
pretence of negotiating some affairs of commeree, but, in reality, to have 
a minister in Russia who, though accredited to the great duke only, may 
send constant informations of what passes aud be employed in any nego- 
tiation which either France, or Prussia may wish to carry on. 

— You will be very industrious to find out, whether there is any toun- 
dation for this intelligence, and you will particularly caution the great 
chancellor, that no such minister may be received by the great duke and 
against any attempt which the king of Prussia may make to be reconciled 
with ihe Empress of Russia. 

| hope and believe, you will find it not very difficult to succeed in 
this commission, but, however, it is too material to be negleeted. P. R. 0. 
Russia, 1753. 66. 


Ne 283. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 13-th (24-th) May 1753 


My lord. Since my letter of the 29-th April (10-th May), which was 
my last. nothing has occurred here worth writing to your grace, unless 
it be the great alarms which this capital is under from the fires that 
almost daily happen in one quarter or another of it: insomuch that, at a 
moderate computation, we may reckon that within this fortnight at least 
one thousand houses have been consumed. And as the great heat and 
drought continue still, we never go to bed without the apprehensions of 
being called up by some such new ealamitys, for which reason we have 
all packed up our most valuable things and keep them in constant rea- 
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diness to be removed, at the shortest warning, to some secure place, in 
case a fire should break out near any of our respective habitations. 

| am sorry to tell your grace that Money, the messenger, is still 
ere. Nor am [ able to fix the day, when I shall dispatch him, though 
i am constantly assured, it shall be very soon. | would not have your 
srace believe that this delay proceeds from any difficulties, 1 meet with 
in my negotiation. For all His Majesty has desired is granted and agreed 
io; but from that unaccountable slowness and indoleney, which this’ prin- 
cess and her ministers, are aceustomed to indulge themselves in and which 
is grown into so strong a habit, that no calls of reason can get the better 
1 it. Yesterday evening the imperial ambassador and [ were summoned 
io a conference with the two chancellors, who, alter having desired of 
us some explanations, which we gave them, promised again that they 
would settle every thing, to-morrow, with the Empress, their mistress, and 
ihat | should not be much longer delayed. R. 22-d June. P. R. O. Russia. 
1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 24. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. I-st June 1753 


Sir. | send you, herewith, a copy of a paper which has been deli- 
vered to me by sir Joshua Vanneck, and [ am to desire that you would 
use your best endeavours to support the claim which you will see, he 
lias, to be admitted as a creditor of m. m. Crammond, Shard and com- 
pany, an english house at Petersburg, and that justice may be done him 
upon that oceasion. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. © 66. 


From sir Joshua Vanneck. Sent o colonel Guy Dickens and m-r Wolff. 


Sir Joshua Vanneck being a consilerable creditor of Crammond. Shard 
iid company, an english house at St. Petersburg in Russia, the faetory 
‘here, whom are most of them creditors themselyes, have given it as their 
pinion that sir Joshua should not be admitted a creditor on a supposi- 
ion that he was formerly concerned in that house. , 

Sir Joshua has made his affidavit before my lord mayor of the state 
i! the ease, on which the attorney general’s opinion has been taken, whieh 
is entirely in favour of sir Joshua, who humbly requests his grace my 
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lord duke of Neweastle to grant him his letters of recommandation to ow 
ministers at the russian court and to baron Wolff, the british consul there, 
in order that justice may be done to a british subject by an english fac- 
tory, the case with sir Dudley Ryder’s opinion upon it having been already 
forwarded last post to St. Petersburg. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 285. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Wolff. 


Whitehall. l-st June 1753 


Sir. The inclosed paper was put into my hands by sir Joshua Van 
neck, representing that he has a claim to be considered as a creditor of 
m. m. Crammond, Shard and company, an english house at Petersburg: 
and I am to recommend it to you, to use your best endeavours in sup- 
port of the said claim and that justice may be done in consequence of it. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 286. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 24-th May (4-th June) 1753 


My lord. | am ashamed and tired to tell your grace so often that 
Money, the messenger, is still here. But if there be any depending upon 
the strong assurances, | had again yesterday evening at court from the 
great chancellor, the said messenger will not be detained above four or 
two days longer. 

I begin, however, to wish that your grace may not be informed, bj 
the common newspapers of the sentiments and intentions of this court 
sooner than you will receive an account of them from me. 

One day last week, the Empress was pleased to summon a great 
council, composed of all the senators and principal general officers; at which 
she being present told them that the cause of her calling them was to 
have their opinion, how far her interest and that of her Empire would 
be affected by the farther aggrandizement of the house of Brandenbourg: 
aud after which Her Imperial Majesty retired, but not without having given 
the whole council to understand what her thoughts were; so that, soon 
after, she was withdrawn, they unanimously came to an opinion, with whic! 
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ihey waited on Her Imperial Majesty, that the good and service of her 
dominions and her own particular interests could not permit her to see, 
with indifference, any farther accession of power to the house of Bran- 
denbourg. In consequence of this opinion, orders have been actually sent 
(o five regiments of dragoons and five regiments of foot, which lie bet- 
ween this capital and Smolensk, to march into Livonia, where an army 
of 70.000 men of the chosest troops of horse and foot is to be formed, 
of Which general Apraxin is to have the command. 

Orders have likewise been sent to Petersburg to have all the galleys 
litted for sea service and ready to receive on board, at the shortest war- 
ning, any body of troops which may be thought necessary to be employed 
that way; and the college of war have already met two or three times, 
by the Empress’s order, to form the necessary divisions and repartitions, 
as is usual here in such cases. R. 2-d July. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. 
‘Ne 66. 


Ni 287. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 8-th June 1753. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. | received, last night, the favor of your 
letter of the 10-th of May, with an account that the Empress of Russia 
had, at His Majesty’s recommendation, been pleased to grant a pardon to 
and discharge count Zacharie Czernichew. 

It is the King’s pleasure that you should take the first opportunity 
of returning His Majesty’s thanks to the Empress of Russia, for this great 
mark of her regard to the King’s recommendation; and you may assure 
Her Imperial Majesty that she may always depend upon the most suitable 
return from the King. 

You may imagine that | am very impatient for the arrival of Money: 
especially from the hint you give me of the good news which he will 
probably bring. 

If it shall come out, as you imagine, | may congratulate you upon 
as great a measure for the interests of the respective parties and for the 
preservation of the peace of Europe, as could, I believe, in the present 
circumstances, be proposed. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 
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Ne 288. 
Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 31-st May (11-th June) 1753 


My lord. All the hopes of dispatching the messenger I have with) 
me, are flown away with the Empress, who went, on Wednesday last. 
to the cloister of Troitza, which is fifty werst from here. | must do the 
two chancellors the justice to say the fault is not theirs this time, if th: 
messenger is longer detained. For every thing is ready and only wants 
the Empress’s setting her name to it for their justification, which, though 
they attended three days together for several hours, they could not pre- 
vail on their mistress to do here, in town, and by her orders were obliged 
to follow her, the day before yesterday, to Troitza, where between Her 
Imperial Majesty’s devotion and other occupations, they hope to flnd het 
in the humour to put a finishing hand to the affair in agitation. 

In the meantime, though no answer has been returned to me, they 
proceed here, as if every thing was settled and agreed to; and | wish it 
may not be quickér, than His Majesty desires, but it is all general Apra- 
xin’s doing, who is president of the college of war, and being to have 
the command of the army that is forming in Livonia thinks his reputa- 
tion and honor depend on his having this army in such compleat order, 
as may not make him run any hazard of meeting with a repulse. Besides 
the five regiments of dragoons and five of foot, I acquainted your grace 
in my last. were in full march for Livonia, general Bretlack told me, the 
day befure yesterday, that ten regiments of horse had, also, orders to 
move the same way; and, last court day, the great chancellor told me 
that orders had been sent to eight thousand Cossacks and Calmucks to 
advance within four hundred werst from the frontiers of Livonia, that they 
may the sooner join the army, if necessary, which, whoever knows the 
rapidity, with which those troops move, they may easily do, when so 
near the frontiers of Livonia, before the army can pass the Dwina and 
enter into Courland. 

Count Bestuchef, the late ambassador at the court of Vienna, is on 
the road hituer by the Empress’s special orders; but such measures have 
been taken by the common triends of the two brothers, that no bad con- 
sequences are to be apprehended from their meeting. R. 9-th July. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. \ 66. 
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N 289. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 10-th (21-st) June 1753. 


My lord. Since my letter of the 11-th instant, which is my last, 
lie Empress is returned trom Troitza and yesterday at noon was at last 
pleased fo sign the papers, which the two chancellors had so often laid 
before her, authorizing them to refurn me an answer to the representa- 
lions, | had made in consequence of the orders | had received by your 
srace’s letter of the 9-th March last. If the messenger be now much longer 
delayed, it will be entirely the ministers fault; one week, | cannot, I fo- 
resee, refuse allowing them, as | am informed by a message, which | 
lave just received trom the great chancellor, that the papers to be trans- 
lated are very voluminous. The assurances so often given me that the 
hing would be entirely satisfied with the conditions, on which the Empress 
comes into His Majesty’s plan, have been renewed to me upon this occa- 
sion in the strongest manner, but without aequainting me with any parti- 
culars. So much, IT think, | may venture to say that they have advanced 
v0 far to go back, so that, should their demands run a litile high, they 
must be contented and acquiesce with such deductions, as His Majesty 
may think proper to make. 

The joy which the Empress’s entering into these measures has occa- 
sioned here amongst the persons who are in the secret, is not to be expressed. 
they are only afraid that they have been a little too quick in the orders 
issued out here and that it may prevent their neighbours from underta- 
King any thing. 

| received, by the last post, the honor of your grace’s letter of the 
23-d May n. s., but shall defer returning an answer to it, untill | dis- 
yitch the messenger. In general | must however let your grace know that, 
‘lie same day, it came to my hands, | had an opportunity to acquaint 
le great chancellor with the two advices, His Majesty had received con- 
cerning the king of Prussia’s notion of being reconciled with the Empress 
uid of the court of France’s project of sending a french minister to the 
reat duke under a pretence of negotiating some affairs of commerce, both 
vhich our friend laughed at and treated as very chimerical. 

We have advice here that the Swedes have sent over into Finland 

reinforcement of 500 men, R. 2t-st July. P. R. O. Russia. 1753, 
66, 
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Ne 290. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 22-d June 175 


All in cypher. Sir. In expectation of your courier (which is no) 
yet arrived) | have, at present, no orders from the King, but to acquain: 
you that I have received, by a private canal from France, an accoun! 
that the French are actually renewing their treaty of subsidy with Sweden 
which would not otherwise expire of some time. 

It is proposed that there should be some new engagement in it re 
lative to the affairs of Poland and the case of a vacancy of the throm 
there. The Swedes are very desirous that this negotiation should be kep 
entirely secret; for they apprehend, otherwise, that the Empress o/ 
Russia might be justly offended at it; as they have so lately refused to 
renew their treaty with Russia, on pretence that it was not yet near 
expiring, and, in that case, they apprehend that the court of Petersburg 
might be more difficult in adjusting some points, which still remain in 
dispute between Sweden -and Russia. | am of opinion that, if the great 
chancellor could find some way of delaying the adjusting of the disputes 
relating to the limits of Finland, it would much distress the Senate ani 
french party in Sweden and, perhaps, prevent the prolongation of thei 
treaty with Franee. 

You will make such use of this intelligence, as you may think prope) 
but, as | have received it from a secret channel, which | have in France: 
| must desire that you will take great care that it may not be known 
how you came by it. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. M 66. | 


Ne 291. | 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 1-st (12-th) July 17° 


My lord. I received a few days ago the honour of your grace’s lette: 
of the 8-th June, containing the King’s orders that I should take the firs’ 
opportunity of returning His Majesty's thanks to the Empress of Russia 
for her regard for the King’s recommendation in pardoning and discharginy 
count Zacharie Czernichew; which orders | shall not fail to execute ou 
the next court day and, at the same time, assure Her Imperial Majest) 
that she may always depend upon the most suitable return from the King 
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My last letter to your grace was of the 21-st June n. s., in which 
| acquainted you that, the day before, the Empress had signed and de- 
livered to the two chancellors the papers authorizing them to return an 
answer to the representations | had made in consequence of your grace’s 
dispatch of the 9-th March last. 

How can | now, without blushing for these two ministers, repeat 
what I have so often wrote to your grace that Money, the messenger, 
is Still here? And for no other reason, than because the vice-chancellors 
youngest daughter, a child of five months old, was pleased to fall sick 
and to die, which event drove the vice-chancellor into the country; from 
whence, with much difficulty, he was prevailed upon to come to town on 
Monday last, which day, in the evening, general Bretlack and | being 
invited to a conference, the two chancellors delivered to me, at last, in 
form Her Imperial Majesty’s answer to my abovementioned representations; 
but, on my return home, | found one of the most material papers wan- 
ling, of which having given the great chancellor immediate notice, he 
acknowledged, with many excuses, that it was through his negligence, 
but that he would send it to me to-morrow, without fail, and, as | am 
resolved not to give him one minute’s rest, untill I have got it, | believe 
| may now assure your grace that Money will be at Vienna, before this 
letter reaches your hands; which way | propose to send him, as | do 
not think the other safe in the present circumstances. 

Notwithstanding the strong assurances given me and the friendly 
and disinterested preamble of the Empress’s answer delivered to me, | 
ust prepare your grace, by telling you the demands run very high, but 
that should not give your grace an ill opinion of the success of this ne- 
gotiation: for I am fully persuaded that, when the King’s counter-project 
comes (in which care must be taken to express clearly His Majesty’s ulti- 
matum), this court will agree to it. The paper, | mentioned above to be 
inissing is an acknowledgment which they promised me of the casus fe- 
deris, by which one hundred thousand pounds, and more, is at once stuck 
of of the subsidy demanded, as eight thousand foot and four thousand 
horse, due by treaty, are to act for nothing. 

1 am with the most profound respect. R. 11-th August. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 





Ne 292. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 6-th (17— th) July 175 


My lord. | was extremely concerned to see by your grace’s letter vo} 
the 9-th March under this article that in what had passed at Petersbury 
upon the menaces used by the king of Prussia with relation to the affairs 
of the steuer, I had gone too far. | did not think His Majesty’s engage 
ments with Saxony, as King, could oblige him to enter into the deelara 
tion proposed by this court, but | must own I thought it was impossible. 
but some mutual defensive engagements existed between the two electoral! 
courts, but since there are none, what | said in the conference-and ye 
less the promemoria | gave in could not draw His Majesty into any 
improper measure, as all | said and did was never understood by this court 
in any other sense, than in case there had been general defensive enga- 
gements between His Majesty and the king of Poland in his royal elee- 
toral capacity. And this is all the great chancellor said to me, when | 
acquainted him with the reasons His Majesty had not to concur in the 
declaration proposed, but some weeks alter the court of Saxony having 
informed this that the king of Prussia had claimed more new debis at 
the last easter fair at Leipsic, the great chancellor sent for me and afte: 
having communicated to me this advice, told me that he must open his 
thoughts to me freely, hoping our court, to whom he desired | would mak 
them known, would not take it amiss, as they came from a true and sit- 
cere friend. He then proceeded and said that having lately read over again 
count Keyserling’s and count (olowkin’s letters giving an account ol 
what had passed with m-r Keith and colonel Yorke upon the declaration 
proposed in favour of Saxony, he could not help observing with real griel 
how subject we were in London and Hanovre to be seized with panic 
frights. 

That he would be glad to know if we imagined by being so cautious, 
as we were of giving offence to the king of Prussia to prevent his put 
ting in execution his ill designs, whenever he saw a favourable opportu 
nity. That for him (the great chancellor) he was of a quite contrary opi 
nion, for there was no difference between a crowned bully and a_ private 
one, whose nature is to grow more insolent and daring, when he observes 
others are afraid of him. The only sure guard therefore against his re 
peated insults was to be in a condition, as soon as possible, to talk as 
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big as he in all matters, where we had right and justice on our. side. 
Phat to this end he thought His Majesty should lose no time in entring 
ito strong defensive engagements with the court of Saxony in his elec- 
ioral capacity and also to. put himself in a better state of defence in his 
verman dominions. That these mesures being taken jointly with those now 
proposed from hence, both France and Prussia would lower their sails and 
be cautious low they began any new troubles on account of their ambi- 
wus Views. R. 20-th August. By Money. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. NM 66. 


Ne 293. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 7-th (18-th) July 1753. 


My lord. After near three months fretting and running about, | am 
it last able to set down and return an answer to the several dispatches 
your grace was pleased to honour me with of the 9-th March n. s. by 
Money, the messenger. 

| shall begin by that under the article of Prussia. as the most ma- 
‘rial, and acquaint your grace that in consequence of the orders contained 
‘herein | had first three very long conferences with the great chancellor, 
i Which having explained to him everything and taken his advice, as 
vell as the imperial ambassador's. who had orders io assist me in my 
iegotiation, | afterwards drew up a promemoria, which i delivered to 
ie russian ministry in general on the 15-th April last, a copy of which 
promemoria [| send your grace here inclosed marked \ 1. 

in this promemoria | have stuck, as your grace will observe, to the 
very letter of my instructions; where you find anything added that is not 
in them; it was done at the desire of the great chancellor, except where 
| say speaking of the Empress that «son honneur, sa gloire, les forces 
respectables que la Providence lui a mises en main et certaines autres 
considerations qui ne sont pas inconnues ici etc», which | thought 
proper to add of myself, as | knew this court had just received advice 
| the intrigues carrying on in Poland by France and Prussia in favour 
' the prince of Conty and of some other measures pursuing by those po- 
vers in favour of Sweden for the recovery of her lost provinces. 

Besides this promemoria | gave in another dated the 27-th April at 
ie great chancellor's special desire that the Empress might be informed 
| the court of Vienna’s way of thinking with regard to the casus fe- 
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deris. This promemoria, of which the copy is here annexed, marked \ 2 
eave occasion to a conference, to which general Bretlack was called by 


the Empress’s orders and where he was asked all the questions whiel, 
your grace will see by his note or answer here inelosed, marked 3 

The paper marked .\é 4 is the original answer returned by the Empress’s 
orders to my promemoria of the 15-th April and 

N 5 is the original answer to my promemoria of the 27-th April 
relating to the casus feederis, with which I hope His Majesty will | 
etirely pleased. 

1 am also to transmit to your grace a paper marked . 6, whic! 
was put into my hands by the russian ministers at the same time, they 
delivered to me the Empress’s answer to my promemoria of the 13-1) 
April and is the project of an eventual treaty of subsidy for an army 0} 
40 m. foot, 15 m. horse and forty or fifty galleys, whieh Her Imperia 
Majesty is willing to keep on the frontiers of Livonia ready to make 3 
diversion, at the shortest warning, in the king of Prussia’s dominions, 0) 
the side of Courland, in case that prince should make any attack upo 
His Majesty's german dominions. 

As I have prepared your grace in my last letter, you must expec! 
to see a very exorbitant bill, but I must do them here the justice to sa) 
that, on their side, they expeet too great deductions will be made. I thin! 
however these gentlemen are very much in the wrong in making t! 
Empress, their mistress, believe that such conditions could be agreed | 
but in some it proceeds from a desire to please and pay their court ani, 
in others, from the hopes that there may be something for them to pille: 
In the 2-d article of this convention, your grace will observe that, thoug 
they have been so often refused and that I have repeated both to thew 
and general Bretlack above ten times in the course of this negotiation 
that the circumstances of Great Britain would not permit the King to grav! 
any considerable subsidy, without there should appear to be an absolu! 
necessity for it, yet they are fallen upon their old scheme and ask ov 
million of dutch dollars of 50 stivers each per annum for keeping |!) 
abovementioned. army in Livonia, where they are obliged to have alwa 
an equal number of troops and would actually have them now, if th 
regiments were compleat for their own security and defense. It is inde 
true that there was not such a great body of horse in that province, as 
they are drawing together at present, nor any Cossacks and Calmuck: 
Which must oceasion an extraordinary expence; but they do all this »! 
themselves, as | tell them, and without any requisition from the King, 





who does not propose that the Empress should put herself ty any expence, 


wutill the troops are demanded and the subsidy shall commence; to which 


ihey answer that in such a vast Empire, as this, it requires a good deal 
of time to make the necessary dispositions on all sides and, at the same 
time, act offensively. To settle this article therefore, I sometimes think 
that, if in His Majesty’s counter-project, they were offered a round sum 
once for all to answer their previous expences of putting their troops in 
a condition to aet, they would be contented. An other condition they insist 
on throughout this whole convention is that all payments should be made 
yearly and that in advance, the unreasonableness of which they must be 
sensible of, when they reflect on the changes that may happen and may 
put it out of the Empress’s power to let such an army continue, that 
time, in His Majesty’s service. 

By the 5-th article of this convention, they ask no less, as your 
srace will see, than three millions of dutch crowns per annum from the 
lime the said army shall commence their military operations, but when 
‘ey asked this subsidy, they had forgot the 12 m. men due to His Ma- 
lesty by treaty and which being deducted, there remains only 43 m. men, 
lor which His Majesty is to pay, so that on the footing of the subsidy 
iliey received for the 30.000 men they furnished in the year 1747 for 
the service of the maritime powers, this new subsidy for 43 m. men would 
ake about 450.000 pounds per annum, and general Bretlack is of opi- 
nion. they would be satisfyed with that subsidy, but [| cannot help thin- 
king, they would be contented with yet less. First these troops will not 
be obliged to such a long and painful mareh, as the corps they furnished 
ile maritime powers in the year 1747: for, in case they should act, they 
will have no farther to go, as I have often said to the two chancellors, 
than from their bed chamber into their dining room; where, | believed, 
‘ey would take care to make their landlord defray a great part of their 
expences; and secondly, the particular interest of this Empire, as they 
knowledge themselves, is as much concerned in these measures, as His 
Majesty's. 

In the 16-th article, the Empress engages herself that, though she 
siould be attacked by any other power, she would not withdraw the army 
‘iat was in His Majesty’s service. This is certainly a very advantageous 
lause not only for His Majesty, but the common cause in general; and 
is there cannot be any the least manner of doubt, but Sweden, at the 
ustigation of France and Prussia and trom the hopes of recovering their 
ost provinees, will attack Russia on the side of Finland, it will be but 
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reasonable that some consideration be had for the extraordinary expences 
the Empress will be at on that occasion, but if the additional subsidy 
they demand was cut in two, they might and would, I believe, be contented 

Upon the whole, my lord, without running through any more articles 
of this convention, if the conjuneture of affairs, when these dispatches 
come to England, be such as may make His Majesty think it necessary 
to bring to perfection the measures now pursuing here, I shall desire you 
erace will send me a counter-project, drawn up just in the form an 
with the conditions on which the King would have me sign it, and I mus: 
recommend, in the most particular manner, that | may not be left ai 
liberty to make any the least alteration in it. The two chancellors, who 
acknowledge very ingenuously the tedious delays to which the dispate| 
of all kind of business is subject to here through their mistress’s and 
their own indolence and lazyness, have desired on this occasion that | 
may not only be provided. as soon as possible, with full powers for con- 
cluding the inclosed convention, but to gain time, that His Majesty's rat) 
fications may be sent with my full powers. Though this is their thought, 
| imagine a very good use may be made of it for His Majesty’s service: 
if such a counter-project was sent to me, as | mention above, and rati 
fved; for they would then be persuaded it contained the only terms oi 
which His Majesty would come into such a convention and make them 
the readier to agree to them. 

To shorten this dispateh, which begins to grow a little voluminous. 
| must hasten to trapsmit to your grace a paper marked 7 and whic! 
is of much greater importance, than any of the other inclosures. This pape! 
contains the opinion and advice given by the Senate and principal genera’ 
‘officers in the grand council summoned by the Empress of Russia, afte: 
| had presented my promemoyia of the 15-th April. In this paper, whic! 
is to be kept extremely secret, your grace will observe that not only the 
preventing the king of Prussia’s farther aggrandizement, but the reducing 
that power to its former situation is now the received and adopted system 
of this court, and which cannot fail of existing, as long as this princess 
reigns. but, though they acknowledge in so strong and clear a manne. 
how much the measures now pursuing ale for the particular and imny 
diate interest of this Empire, yet it ought not to prevent His “Majesty s 
viving them such helps and assistance, as they may reasonably expec! 
They have men in great numbers, but little money, so that contrary |) 
their own inclinations the former could move but slowly, without His Ma 
jesty’s recruiting them with the latter. 
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Your grace is desired not to speak to count Czernichew upon the 
contents of any of these dispatches, least he should mention them in his 
public letters to the chancery here, where very few have been let into 
the secret of this negotiation. 

General Bretlack, the imperial ambassador, has at last concluded and 
signed the treaty making perpetual the defensive engagements between the 
court of Vienna and this against the Turks. But he desires, it may be kept 
very secret, as France and Prussia would certainly make an ill use of 
it at Constantinople, if they got to the knowledge of any such transaction. 

| cannot conclude this letter without hoping that the several prome- 
moras | have been obliged to present will not be disapproved in Eugland, 
lor there is no other way of transacting business here, if regular and 
clear answers be expected, nor will the russian ministers treat with any 
foreign minister upon allairs of this consequence, without being able to 
justify their conduct by such authentic pieces to the Empress, their mis- 
iress, from whom, as your grace will have- observed, they are also so 
cautious, as to get under her own hand all the orders. she gives, to sereen 
‘hem from the misrepresentation or malice of their enemies, 

| had almost forgot to acquaint your grace that the great chancellor 
ihought the advice you sent ime in your letter of the 22-d May of the 
uitention of France to send a minister to the great duke, under pretence 
of negotiating some affairs of commerce, so material, as to communicate 
it to the Empress, who grew red on the hearing of it and said in a pas- 
sion, She should know how to prevent it, for that she would give orders 
hat such a man should not be suffered to pass her frontiers. The great 
Chancellor has not thought proper yet to mention any thing of the king 
of Prussia’s notion of being reconeiled. as he would be glad to see first 
how he went to work, but any advances le may make tending that way 
are not like to meet with a very favourable reception, for Tam told by 
persons who were present that the Empress, alter she had read my pro- 
memoria of the 15-th April, said, with pleasure in her eyes, that there 
was nothing she desired more, than to be at war with that prince. 

| have just now had a visit from general Bretlack, the imperial ambas- 
sador, who, in the conversation we had together, dwelt much on the great, 


way absolute necessity of coming inte the measures proposed by this court 
upon the most reasonable terms that could be obtained and were it only 
lor a space of two years, that this court may make an addition to their 
army of the sixty thousand recruits they propose to raise, if [ receive a 
lavourable answer to these dispatches. R. 20-th August. By Money. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 
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No 1. Copy of m-r Guy Dickens promemoria presented the 15=th April 
1753. 


ll n'y a que peu de temps que le soussigné, envoyé extraordinaire 
de Sa Majesté britannique, eut l'honneur de remettre a leurs excellences 
le haut ministére de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies une copie 
imprimée d’un mémoire présenté au duc de Newcastle par monsieur Michel, 


secrétaire d’ambassade de sa majesié le roi de Prusse, de méme qu'un 
autre imprimé intitulé Hapos’ des motifs du rod ete. etc. touchant des 
prétendus torts et injustices faits aux sujets de sa majesté prussienne pen- 
dant la dernitre guerre par des armateurs anglais, qui s’étaient saisis de 
quelques vaisseaux ou effets que les dits sujets prussiens avaient réclamés 
comme leur appartenant. En conséquence de quoi et des procédures d'une 
cour et juridiction étrangéres que le roi de Prusse, contre la pratique no- 
toire de toutes les nations dans des cas semblables, avait érigées, il a 
jugé a propos, comme leurs excellences le haut ministére de Sa Majest: 
Impériale Vauront vu, de faire arrét sur les capitaux dds aux sujets  bri- 
tanniques sur la Silésie. Le soussigné, envoyé extraordinaire, accompagna, 
en méme temps, ces deux pices de la réponse qui y avait été faite par 
le duc de Newcastle par ordre du Roi et du rapport des personnes a qui 
Sa Majesté britannique avait renvoyé examen de ces _plaintes. 
Quiconque examinera mirement toutes les piéces ci-dessus mention- 
nées ne saura s’empécher, lon se flatte, de convenir de Virrégularité du 
procédé de la cour que le rei de Prusse a érigée pour prendre connais- 
sance de cette alfaire et de la conduite “quil a tenue en conséquence, de 
méme que de la maniére amiable avee laquelle Sa Majesté britannique 
tache de porter le roi de Prusse a remédier au tort fait & ses sujets et 
a prévenir par la les dangers auxquels la tranquillité publique pourrait 
etre exposée, mais nonobstant toutes les peines que Sa Majesté britannique 
s'est données provenant de son désir ardent de maintenir Ja paix, il y a 
lieu de craindre que, parce que Sa Majesté britannique ne peut pas ei ne 
veut pas sacrifier les justes droits et intéréts de ses sujets de la Grande 
Bretagne aux dispositions arbitraires de ce prince, qwil médite de souteni: 
une injustice par une autre plus criarde, s'il est possible, en attaquant 
les états du Roi en Allemagne; du moins, les préparatifs qu'il fait sur les 
frontiéres des dits états favorisent beaucoup et confirment en quelque ma- 
niére ce sentiment, car, selon les avis du Roi, lon y achéte grand nombre 
de chevaux d’artillerie et y forme des magasins considérables de fourrage 
et de provisions de toute sorte; ne doit-on passer sous silence le campe- 
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ment qui doit sirement se former cet été prés de Berlin de cinquante 
mille hommes, qui pourra vraisemblablement avoir le méme objet? 

Toutes ces raisons ci-dessus alléguées ont engagé Sa Majesté britan- 
nique d’envoyer ordre a son soussigné, envoyé extraordinaire, d’exposer 
aux yeux de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes ies Russies et de ses minis- 
tres la présente situation des affaires entre elle et la cour de Berlin et 
le leur représenter en son nom que si, nonobstant les soins amiables dont 
on se sert pour Vempeécher, le roi de Prusse pour soutenir ses violences 
contre les droits et intéréts des sujets de la Grande-Bretagne, et en con- 
séquence de ces violences (colorées de quelques autres prélextes qui se 
puissent @tre) vint attaquer les états du Roi en Allemagne, Sa Majesté 
britannique se croit en droit de réclamer l’assistance et les secours spé- 
ciliques stipulés dans les alliances défensives qu'elle a avee les puissances 
les plus considérables de l'Europe et @insister qu’elles reconnaissent (comme 
i@ Roi ne doute point qu’elles le feront) aucunes voies de fait commises 
par le roi de Prusse contre aucune partie de ses élats en Allemagne pour 
casus federis. Le cas parle de lui-méme, car la présente dispute étant 
uniquement entre la Graude-Bretagne et la cour de Berlin, Sa Majesté 
serait privée de lassistance réciproque stipulée entre elle et ses alliés, si 
elle lui manquait, lorsqu’il était question de soutenir les droits de sa cou- 
ronne coutre ceux qui voudraient les enfreindre ou envahir, sous quelque 
prétexte que se fit. De plus rien n’est plus fort, ui plus formel que ies 
engagements dans lesquels l'lmpératrice est entrée par les ailiances déten- 
sives de 1741 et 1742 et par accession du Roi au traité de 1746, par 
lesquels Sa Majesté Impériale s’est mise sous l’obligation de venir a l’assis- 
tance du Roi et de fournir les secours  stipulés par ces traités, en cas 
que Sa Majesté britannique fit attaquée de la maniére dout il a été fait 
mention. 

Nonobstant cet exposé, le soussigné, envoyé extraordinaire, doit ce- 
pendant avoir lhouneur de faire savoir au haut ministére de Sa Majesté 
lmpériale que Vamitié et la considération du Roi, son maitre, pour PImpe- 
ratrice sont telles, qu'il souhaite rendre cette méme assistance a laquelle 
il a droit de prétendre de la part de Sa Majesté Impériale la moins oné- 
reuse quiil est possible. Le Roi veut toujours se flatter que le roi de Prusse 
prétera loreille aux représentations qui lui ont été faites, mais si le con- 
iraire arrivait et qu’en conséquence des violences qu il a commencées contre 
les justes droits des sujets britanniques et de la protection que le Roi ne 
peut leur refuser, ce prince se détermina a attaquer les états d’Hanovre, 
le soussigné a ordre de s’informer, si dans ce cas I’Impératrice serait dis- 
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posée de venir au secours de Sa Majesté britannique avee un corps de 
trente ou quarante mille hommes en y joignant un corps de Cosaques et 
de Calmouks et faire une diversion dans les états du roi de Prusse du 
cdté de Courlande. En méme temps, Sa Majesté britannique souhaiterait 
aussi qu'une autre diversion se fit du cété de la Poméranie par un corps 
convenable de troupes qui pourrait étre transporté sur les galéres. Si Sa 
Majesté Impériale par son égard pour la justice et pour le soutien de ses 
alliés et de la bonne cause est portée a se preter a des arrangements 
semblables, Sa Majesté britannique promet que du jour que ces troupes 
sortiront de leurs quartiers, pour commencer de telles opérations soit’ par 
terre, soit par mer, quelle donnera un subside proportionné au nombre des 
troupes qui seront employées a ces expéditions, lequel subside sera con- 
tinué aussi longtemps que ces troupes resteront au service de la Grande- 
Bretagne, et s'il arrivait heureusement par ce moyen que les troubles ces- 
sassent bientot, alors et dans ce cas la-méme, le Roi consent qu'une partie 
de ce subside soit encore payée pendant un certain terme, dont l'on pourra 
convenir. 

Combien les intéréts et Pindépendance de plusieurs autres puissances et 
en particulier ceux de Sa Majesté Impériale souffriraient par lagrandisse- 
ment ultérieur du rei de Prusse, ce qui arriverait immanquablement, si Sa 
Majesté britannique n’était pas efficacement soutenue et secourue, est trop 
clair pour échapper a la pénétration de Sa Majesté Impériale et de ses 
ministres. C’est pourquoi les alliés du Roi ne sauraient que sentir la né- 
cessité de pourvoir a la sécurité de Sa Majesté britannique, puisqu’autre- 
ment elle se verrail hors d'état de contribuer a la leur, quand les cir- 
constances le requerraient. 

Toutes ces considérations ne manqueront pas, lou est persuadé, d'accé- 
lérer ja résolution de’ Sa Majesté Impériale, et comme, Wun coté, il parait, 
par ce que le soussigné a eu Vhonneur de deétailler ci dessus, que Sa Ma- 
jesté britannique renonce en quelque partie et maniére aux secours qu'elle 
est en droit de réclamer par les traités, l'on veut se flatier de l'autre, 
que cela induira cette cour a rendre le moins onéreux quil est possible 
les nouveaux engagements, dans lesquels le Roi est prét d’entrer, d’autant 
plus que ces troupes ne causeront aucune dépense extraordinaire jasqu’a 
ce quelles sortent de leurs quartiers. Sa Majesté britannique ne juge pas 
a propos de fixer elle-méme le subside pour le corps de troupes qu'elle 
demande, comme cela dépend du nombre dont il sera composé, mais pour 
ne pas perdre de temps, le soussigné a ordre d’en venir, le plust6t qu'il 
sera possible, a des éclaircissemments précis avec le haut ministére de Sa 
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Majesté Impériale sur ces deux points, a savoir: 1) du nombre de troupes 
iant infanterie, que cavalerie ou troupes légéres que Von peut fournir ici, 
et 2) du subside que Ven en demande. auquel le Roi sera prét a donner 
son consentement au retour du courrier qui portera la réponse de Sa Ma- 
esté Impériale, si les conditions sont telles quil y a lieu de Vespérer de 
son amitié et de son équité. 

Le grand Gloignement des deux cours et les cas soudains et impré 
vus qui peuvent arriver feront sentir ici, Fon espére, comme en Angleterre, 
la nécessité d'une prompte résolution et expédition dans la néeessité dont 
le soussigné a Vhonneur d'etre chargé. Un autre point qui ne mérite pas 
moins dattention est que, quand Sa Majesté Impériale aura les stretés 
nécessaires touchant le subside que le Roi doit payer, le général qui com- 
iandera en chef les troupes en Livonie ait ordre de marcher a la pre- 
miere réquisition qui lui en sera faite de la part de Sa Majesté britannique; 
ce qui marrivera pas trés sdrement a moins que les états du Roi ne 
solent actuellement attaqués par le roi de Prusse. 

Le zéle que Sa Majesté Impériale a si souvent fait voir pour le sou- 
tien de ses alliés et de Péquilibre de PEurope ne manquera pas, lon est 
stir, de se manifester avec la meme ardeur dans cette ovcasion. Son hon- 
ueur, sa gloire, les forces respectables que la Providence lui a mis en 
main. le service, lintéret et la streté de ses propres états et certaines 
autres considérations, qui ne sont pas inconnues ici, font voir la necessité 
qwil y a que Sa Majesté Impériale concoure sans délai dans les mesures 
salutaires qui ont été proposées pour le maintien de la paix et de sa propre 
indépendanece, aussi bien que de celle de ses alliés. 

Le soussigné, en se recommandant tres humblement a la haute bien- 
veillance de Sa Majesté lmpériale, ne saurait s’empécher de réitérer sa 
priére, & savoir que, vu le grand éloignement des deux cours et les cas 
soudains et imprévus qui peuvent arriver, que le haut ministére de Sa 
- Majesté Impériale veuille bien lui faire avoir, le plust6t qu'il sera possible, 


line réponse aux importantes représentations quil vient de faire par ordre 


du Roi, son maitre. H est inutile & ce que le soussigné croye de faire re- 
iarquer le grand seeret avec lequel il est nécessaire de conduire cette 
négociation jusqu’a sa conclusion, crainte que le’ roi de Prusse, s'il en a 
i moindre vent, ne prévienne Si Majesté britannique et ses alliés, comme 
il Pa fait avee la Saxe, pendant la dermére guerre. P. R. O. Russia. 
1753. Ne 66. 
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Ne 2. Copy of m-r Guy Dickens promemoria presented the 27-th April 
1753 relating to the casus federis. 


Le soussigné, envoyé extraordinaire, en relisant les dépéches que le 
dernier courrier lui a apportées trouve qu'il est nécessaire qu'il ajoute ce 
supplément au promemoria qu'il eut lhonneur de présenter a leurs excel- 
lences, le haut ministére de Sa Majesté Impériale, le 15-e du courant pow 
leur faire savoir que monsieur Keith, ministre de Sa Majesté britannique 
a Vienne, ayant fait les mémes représentations et réquisitions la que |e 
soussivné a faites ici touchant le casus federis, en cas que Sa Majesté 
britannique fit attaquée dans ses états d’Allemague par le roi de Prusse 
pour avoir soutenu Jes justes droits de ses sujets de la Grande-Bretagne 
leurs majestés impériales y ont répondu de la maniére la plus amiable 
et la plus cordiale et déclaré en termes précis et formels qu’elles étaient 
prétes dentrer dans aucunes mesures que Sa Majesté britannique jugerai! 
a propos pour maintenir la tranquillité publique et pour sa propre streté 
et défense contre aucunes violences que sa majesté prussienne lui pour- 
rait faire. 

Felles étant les dispositions de la cour de Vienne, le soussigné, envoy: 
extraordinaire, ne saurait avoir le moindre doute que cette cour ue soil 
portée a concourir avec le méme zéle et ardeur a assister efficacement 
Sa Majesté britannique contre aucunes entreprises hostiles de la part du 
roi de Prusse et a contribuer par la au maintien de la tranquillité publique 
laquelle il y a lieu de croire que sa majesté prussienne ne se hasardera 
pas de troubler a la légére, si elle voit qu'une princesse (une puissanc: 
aussi formidable que Sa Majesté Impériale est dans la ferme intention « 
la soutenir, P. R. O. Russia, 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 3. Note or answers given by the imperial ambassador to the ques 
tions asked him at the conference held on the 23-th (12-th) May in 
consequence of m-r Guy Dickens promemoria of the 27-th April. 


Comme il a plu au ministére impérial de Russie de faire a Vambas 
sadeur de leurs majestés impériales et royales des Romains dans la cou 
férence d’hier les deux demandes suivantes. 

1) Si a occasion de l’ouverture confidente faite par la cour britany 
nique a la cour impériale romaine touchant une négociation pour un corps 
de troupes qui doit étre entamée ici et de la réquisition préalable faite | 
Vienne, que si en cas que l’on en vint & des hostilités entre les cou 
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britannique et prussienne on vouldt reconnaitre de Ja part de la cour impé- 
riale romaine le casus faderis et 

2) A combien montait de la part de la cour impériale romaine le 
corps auxiliaire stipulé par les alliances avec la cour britannique et celle 
’Hanovre. 

L’ambassadeur impérial romain n’a pas manqué de faire savoir au 
susdit ministére impérial de Russie qua Végard de la premiére question 
les avis du dit ambassadeur correspondent avec le promemoria présenté ici 
le 2%7-e Avril par Penvoyé d’Angleterre monsieur de Guy Diekens, a sa- 
voir que, lorsque Sa Majesté britannique a fait faire a leurs majestés impé- 
tiales romaines la réquisition pour Tassistance stipulée par les alliances 
entre les deux cours, leurs majestés impériales romaines, pour faire voir 
ywelles sont toujours accoutumées a satisfaire pleinement a leurs engage- 
ments, ont d’abord, le lendemain aprés la réquisition faite par le ministre 
britannique, donné la réponse suivante, a savoir: 

‘Que lvurs majestés impériales, toujours empressées a donner a Sa 
Majesté britannique les preuves les plus convaincantes de leur cordiale 
amitié, ne manqueront jamais de remplir trés religietsement et au pied de 
la lettre les engagements contractés avec sa dite Majesté, tant en qualité 
de roi qu’en celle d’électeur, pleinement persuadées dun parfait retour de 
sa part tant dans l'une que dans l'autre qualité 

Concernant la seconde demande, a sayoir a combien montait le nombre 
des troupes avec lesquelles la cour impériale romaine était obligée d’assister 
Sa Majesté britannique, comme roi et comme électeur, lorsque le cas pour- 
rait exister, l’ambassadeur impérial peut assurer avec certitude que le 
nombre des troupes, de part les engagements de la cour impériale romaine 
avec Sa Majesté britannique comme roi, monte a douze mille hommes, mais 
pour ce qui est des engagemenis de leurs majestés impériales romaines 
avec Sa Majesté britannique comme électeur d’Hanovre, et quelle est en 
celle qualité le nombre de troupes stipulé, Vambassadeur impérial ne le 
saurait dire avee certitude, mais il croit avec beaucoup de vraisemblance 
que le nombre des troupes auxiliaires peut monter a vingt mille hommes. 


lor iied 


Moscou, ce 24 (13) Mai 1753. Bretlack. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Xe 66. 


No 4. The original answer signed by the two chancellors, returned by 
the Empress’s order to m-r Guy Dickens's promemoria of the 15-th April. 


En réponse au promemoria de monsieur lenvoyé extraordinaire de Sa 
Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne du 15-e d’Avril, le ministére de 
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Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies a ordre de faire connaitre a 
monsieur Venvoyé que si, d'un coté, l'Impératrice a appris avec un grand 
déplaisir les facheuses circonstances qui menacent les états du Roi de Ja 
(Girande-Bretagne d'une attaque ennemie et toute l'Europe de nouveaux 
troubles, elle nest pas. de lautre cété, moins sensible a la confianee que 
Sa Majesté britannique met en méme temps en son amitié et son alliance, 
aussi Sa Majesté Impériale embrasse-t-elle avee joie cette occasion pow 
donner au Roi des nouvelles preuves des sentiments quelle lui conserve 


en sincére amie et fidéle alliée. 

Monsieur l’envoyé extraordinaire verra par le ci-joint projet d'une con- 
vention a conclure avec sa cour et lequel on lui remet également par ordre 
expres de l’Impératrice, avee quelle facilité Sa Majesté veut entrer dans 


toutes les mesures qu'il a proposées ici moyennant le dit promemoria pai 
ordre du Roi, son maitre, comme un expédient pour prévenir la ruine iné- 
vitable a laquelle seraient exposés les pays d’Hanovre, si la guerre vient 
a s’allumer, On espére que monsieur lenvoyé extraordinaire remarquera 
avec une égale satisfaction les conditions aussi généreuses que désintéres- 
sées, auxquelles Sa Majesté Impériale veut accorder un-si puissant secours 
i Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, car quoique les subsides qu’on 
demande, tant pour Ventretien de cinquante cing mille hommes sur les fron- 
titres de Livonie avec quarante a cinquante galéres en état @agir, qu’en 
cas que ce corps dit effectivement marcher et faire diversion en Prusse 
ou en Poméranie, surpassent considérablemeut ceux qui ont été stipulés 
par les conventions de l'année 1747, mais pour peu que monsieur l’envoyé 
extraordinaire fasse attention a l’éclaircissement suivant, il trouvera que la 
somme que l'on demande a présent, loin de surpasser celle des dits sub- 
sides, en est encore beaucoup plus -modique; c'est que Sa Majesté Impe- 
riale ne cherche en cette oceasion qu’a pouvoir conyaincre le Roi de la 
Grande-Bretagne par des preuves réelles «de la sineére amitié qu'elle lu 
porte. 

Par la convention du 12-e Juin de Vannée 1747, Sa Majesté bri 
tannique a été obligée de payer pour Ventretien de treate mille hommes 
des troupes russiennes sur les frontiéres de Livonie, un subside de cent 
mille livres sterling par an qui, a rajson de dix florins et quinze_ stivers 
courants d’Hollande pour chaque livre sterling, faisaient la somme de quatre 
cent trente mille écus courants d’Hollande et qui furent payés sur ce pied 
dans le méme pays, suivant qu’on en était convenu. Si on demande a 
présent aussi pour lentretien d’un corps consistant presque en deux tois 
autant de troupes un million d’écus courants d’Hollande, par conséquent 
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environ deux cent mille éeus de plus, il faut prendre en considération que 
les dépenses qu’on sera obligé de faire dans le cas en question sont sans 
comparaison plus grandes, que ne le pouvaient étre celles du cas passé. 

Dans ce temps-la la plupart des troupes de Sa Majesté Impériale se 
trouvaient déja delles-mémes en Livonie ou aux environs. Mais a présent 
a cause de la paix générale en Europe, elles se trouvent dispersées au 
dedans de Empire et pour la plupart dans les provinces éloignées, ot 
elles ont les vivres en plus grande abondance et a meilleur marché. On 
comprend bien sans qu’on Vobserve ee qui codte de faire marcher de si 
loin un si grand corps de troupes, surtout les Cosaques et les Calmouks, 
qui sont obligés de traverser quasi tout Empire d'un bout a@ Tautre. On 
se contente de faire remarquer que dans lintérieur de Empire une me- 
sure (ezetwert) de seigle ne se paye jamais au dela d'un rouble, Vavoine 
presque toujours a la moitié de ce prix. le foin a trois copeks le poud et 
i proportion tous les autres vivres aussi a trés bon marché. Au contraire, 
loutes ces choses sont sans comparaison plus chéres en Livonie: un poud 


ile foin se paye quelquefois quinze a vingt ecopeks, mais elles y  seront 


naturellement encore plus chéres, quand on y assemblera un aussi grand 
corps de troupes avee quinze mille de cavalerie consistant la plupart de 
troupes légeres, dont chaque cavalier doit étre pourvu de deux chevaux, 

Dans le cas passé on n’avait pas besoin d’y transporter une grande 
partie d’artillerie avee ses servants, a présent on est obligé de faire tout cei. 

Quant a la somme qu’on demande en subsides pour le temps que 
les troupes de Sa Majesté Impériale seront employées a faire diversion en 
cas que le roi de Prusse attaquat le pays d@Hanovre, on espére que mon- 
siewr Venvoyé extraordinaire la trouvera encore plus raisonnable par rap- 
port a celles que les deux puissances maritimes ont d’elles-mémes accordé 
par la convention du 19-e Novembre 1747 pour le corps de trente mille 
hommes quelles avaient pris a leur service. 

On a payé alors pour ce corps de trente mille hommes un million 
deux cent quatre vingt dix mille éeus courants d’Hollande (comptant tou- 
jours la livre sterling a raison de dix florins et quinze stivers), on en 
(demande a présent trois millions, par conséquent un million sept cent dix 
inille éeus de plus, ce qui parait en effet faire un objet considérable, 
mais si on en déduit encore ce qui est a payer pour les vingt cing mille 
hommes qu’on veut présentement donner de plus et qui, en considération 
de quinze mille hommes de cavalerie y comprise et dont la plupart est a 
deux chevaux, peuvent passer pour trente mille hommes, il n’en restera pour 
tout le surplus que quatre cent vingt mille écus, 
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Outre que cette somme en elle-méme fait déja un trés petit objet 
monsieur l’envoyé extraordinaire verra aussi par ce qui sera dit plus bas 
quelle est trop insuflisante & compenser les frais qui tombent a présent 
a la charge de I'Impératrice, et que par la dite convention du 19-e No- 
vembre 1747 les deux puissances maritimes étaient cependant obligées de 
porter elles-mémes. 

De plus Sa Majesté Impériale va présentement s‘engager a des con- 
ditions tout a fait nouvelles, qui ne se trouvaient pas dans la dite con- 
vention. 

Par exemple, Véquipement et l’expédition de quarante a cinquante ga- 
leres pour faire descente dans le pays ennemi et larmement de deux vais- 
seaux de ligne et autant de frégates pour leur escorte, sont des articles 
tout nouveaux, mais de la derniére importance et qui exigent de grandes 
dépenses. 

On en omet ici plusieurs autres ce méme nature; il suffit de dire 


qu’excepté la seule provision de vivres, Sa Majesté Impériale se charge a 


présent de tout, au lieu que, dans le cas passé, les puissauces maritimes. 
lorsqu’elles avaient pris a leur service le corps des troupes de trenie mille 
hommes, étaient obligées a faire transporter a leurs frais toutes sortes de mu 
nitions de guerre et autres choses qu’on avait besoin denvoyer d'ici a 
ces troupes, a leur fournir la poudre et le plomb, a se charger de lentre- 
tien des malades et des blessés, a les faire soigner et traiter par leurs 
propres chirurgiens et médicaments, a laire conduire jusquen Russie éga- 
lement a leurs frais les malades qui ne pourraient suivre l’armée et ceux 
qui seraient laissés pour les servir, a rangonner ceux de ce corps qui tom 
beraient prisonniers entre les mains de l’ennemi, et enfin a faire cherche: 
et rendre les déserteurs au général commandant le corps auxiliaire. 

C’est aussi un grand article que ces troupes auxiliaires de Sa Ma- 
jesté Impériale allaient alors se joindre aux autres armées alliées ave: 
cette expresse condition quelles ne seraient pas exposées aux fatigues plus 
que les autres troupes et qu'on observerait en tout une juste égalit 
entre elles, de sorte que les troupes russiennes pouvaient alors espére 
beaucoup de délassement dans leurs travaux. Au contraire, dans le eas 
présent, le corps de troupes que Sa Majesté Impériale veut donner au 
secours de Sa Majesté britannique ne peut espérer aucun de ces avantages 
mais doit seul porter le poids de la diversion a faire. On doit aussi compte: 
pour un article extraordinaire et bien considérable lartillerie dont il es! 
nécessaire de pourvoir le corps auxiliaire, car au lieu que dans le cas 
passé il n’y avait que deux piéces de campagne par régiment, il faut 4 
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présent non seulement en doubler Je nombre, mais y ajouter une bonne 
partie de gros et de petits canons. Entiu ne pouvant se fier a aucun se- 
cours @ailleurs, on est obligé de pourvoir a tout, de crainte que le défaut 
de quelque chose nécessaire ne fit trop nuisible. 

Cette derniére considération produit une autre de beaucoup plus grande 
conséquence, c'est que Sa Majesté Impériale en se privant d'un corps de 
troupes si considérable, qu'elle donne au Roi de la Cirande-Bretagne par 
un effet de son amitié pour lui non seulement pour le secourir contre le 
roi de Prusse, mais aussi pour faire une grande diversion dans les états 


de ce prince, sera nécessairement obligée pour la sdreté de ses propres 


lrontidres et pour pouvoir, en cas de besoin, donner un prompt secours 
au dit corps d’en tenir un autre pareil en voisinage et tout prét a se 
mettre en marche. On laisse aux propres lumiéres de Sa Majesté britan- 
nique a juger, sil nest pas juste de concourir aux dépenses onéreuses 
quwil faudra faire pour assembler et entretenir ce second corps de troupes. 

Quant au seiziéme article du projet ci-joint, par lequel on engage 
Sa Majesté britannique, en cas que pendant la guerre en question Sa Ma- 
jesté Imoériale vint d’étre attaquée par quelque puissance étrangére, a 
payer durant tout le temps de cetie attaque un subside de (d’im) million (d’) 
écus courants d’Hotlande par an; on se flatte que, loin de trouver extraordi- 
naire ou superflue une telle demande, on reconnaitra en ce cas la géné- 
rosité particuliére de Sa Majesté Impériale et les soins sincéres qu'elle 
prend en amie fidéle des intéréts du Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, puisqu’en 
cas méme d'une nouveile et propre guerre a soutenir, elle est fermement 
résolue de n’abandonner jamais son allié, mais de le soutenir toujours avec 
loree et vigueur. Aussi ne demande-t-on ce peu de subside que pour sub- 
venir, en quelque maniére, aux frais dans lequel l'augmentation et les levées 
de troupes doivent indispensablement engager Sa Majesté Impériale. 

Entin on est dans une forte persuasion que Sa Majesté le Roi de la 
(rrande-Bretagne, apres avoir examiné le projet susmentionné, n’aura pas 
sujet de se repentir de la contiance avec laquelle il s'est adressé & Sa 
Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies et a remis a sa générosité d'indi- 
quer en ce cas la somme de subsides et les autres conditions; car mon- 
sieur lenvoyé extraordinaire pourra étre le témoin qu’aussitdt que le dit 
projet de convention sera de retour ici avee le consentement du Roi, son 
maitre, Sa Majesté Impériale ordonnera d’augmenter son armée de soixante 
mille hommes pour se mettre en état d’exécuter les mesures quelle va 
prendre ensemble avec Sa Majesté britannique. 

On espére que monsieur Venvoyé extraordinaire yerra en son parti- 
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culier aussi avee plaisir la condescentanee quon témoigne ici pour faci- 
liter une négociation dont le suceés lui aequerrait une eloire proportionnée 
& la grandeur et & Vimportance du sujet. Fait a Moscou le 28 Juin 
1753. C. A. Bestouchel. Woronzow. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 5. The original answer signed by the two chancellors, returned by 
the Empress’s order to m-r Guy Dickens's promemoria of the 27-th 
April, relating to the casus feederis. 


Si dans le promemoria qu’on a remis a monsieur de Guy Dickens, 
envoyé extraordinaire de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, dans 
la conférence Je 25 Juin, on n’a pas donné une réponse particuliére su 
son promemoria du 27 Avril touchant le casus federis, le ministere 
de Sa Majesté Impériale se trouve cependant d’autant plus en état d’y 
suppléer par le présent, qu’ayant un ordre exprés de l'Impératrice a pro- 
mettre un beaucoup plus grand secours que celui du casus faderis, on 
est encore plus autorisé d’assurer monsieur Penvoyé extraordinaire que Sa 
Majesté Impériale reconnait le dit cas dans toute son étendue et que c’es! 
dans cette considération qu'elle fonde toutes les démarches vigoureuses qu'elle 
est intentionnée de faire conjointement avec Sa Majesté britannique et dont 
on peut se promettre tout effet désiré, vu que Sa Majesté Impériale, non 
contente d’avoir promis simplement dans le projet d'une convention a@ con- 
clure, qu’on a remis a monsieur l’envoyé extraordinaire dans la dite con- 
férence, d'assembler d’abord aprés la conclusion de la dite convention un 
corps du 55 m. hommes de ses troupes sur les frontiéres de Livonie, elle 
a déja effectivement orlonné d’y assembler 66 m. hommes de troupes re 
glées, qui sont eflectivement en marche pour y venir, et d’y ajouter encore 
6 m hommes de troupes légéres. 

Il n’en est pas difficile & comprendre, combien Sa Majesté Impériale 
est fermement résolue de secourir Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bre 
lagne, en cas que ses états fussent attaqués par le roi de Prusse, cars! 
elle ordonne, a présent et sans attendre le consentement de Sa Majesté 
britannique sur le projet de la convention, d’assembler un corps plus nom 
breux, que celui pour tequel on demande des subsides, il est aisé de s‘as- 
surer avec combien plus de force elle fera agir, quand le besoin le requerra, 
Sa Majesté Impériale étant accoutumée de ne rien faire a demi. D’ailleurs 
monsieur lenvoyé extraordinaire a déja remarqué dans le promemoria | 
dans le projet qu’on lui a remis toutes les autres mesures que l’Impératrice 
veut prendre sans délai conjointement avec le Roi, pour n’avoir rienea 
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craindre de la part du roi de Prusse. Fait & Moseou le 2 Juillet 1753. 
(. A. Bestouchef. Woronzow. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 6. Projet de la convention a conclure entre Sa Majesté Impériale 
de toutes les Russies et Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne. 


Au nom de la sainte et indivisible Trinité. 


Comme Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies et Sa Majesté le 
Roi de la Grande-Bretagne se sont expressément engagées par la traité 
(dalliance défensive, conclu année 1742 et qui subsiste encore si heureu- 
sement entre elles, de s’appliquer avee zéle a ce qui peut avancer leurs 
intéréts communs et pourvoir a leur défense mutuelle, et c’est en vue de 
procurer par de tels engagements non seulement leur avantage et leur si- 
reté réciproque, mais de contribuer, autant qu'il dépend de leurs soins, 
4 la conservation de la paix de l'Europe en général et de la tranquillité 
du nord en particulier, tellement qu’en cas que les secours stipulés par le 
susdit traité n'y fussent pas suffisants, on est convenu d’y délibérer sans 
délai et de les augmenter selon que le besoin et les occurrences du temps 
lexigeraient, et comme Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne a fait 
représenter par m-r Guy Dickens, son envoyé extraordinaire résidant a la 
cour de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies, que dans la présente 
situation de ses affaires a l’égard de Sa Majesté le roi de Prusse il n'est 
que trop a ecraindre que ce prince wentreprit d’attaquer les états d’Alle- 
magne de Sa Majesté britannique, uniquement a cause des torts qu'il pré- 
tend que les armateurs anglais ont fails aux sujets prussiens pendant la 
lerniére guerre et sous prétexte desquels il a déja fait mettre arrét’ sur 
les capitaux dis aux sujets de la Grande-Bretagne sur la Silésie, et que 
dans ces circonstances critiques Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne espére 
de lamitié de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies et du zéle gé- 
néreux avec lequel elle s'est toujours prétée a appuyer se. alliés et a 
inaintenir l’équilibre de l'Europe quelle ne sera pas éloignée a prendre 
sans délai, de concert avec Sa Majesté britannique, des mesures capables 
de retenir le Roi de Prusse de toute entreprise sur le Hanovre et de pré- 
venir une nouvelle rupture de la paix générale de l'Europe, Sa Majesté 
Impériale pour donner a Sa Majesté britannique une nouvelle et réelle 
preuve de J'amitié sincere et de la considération qu'elle lui conserve, ainsi 
que de son zéle continuel de détourner tout ce qui puisse porter la moindre 
atteinte & la paix et a la tranquillité de l'Europe, rétablies depuis peu aprés 
tant de troubles et de ruines, et étant trés disposée a prendre de concert 
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avec Sa Majesté britannique, le plustdt qu'il serait possible, des mesures 
aussi vigoureuses qu’efficaces contre semblables entreprises a craindre de 
la part du roi de Prusse et si nuisibles a la tranquillité et a la sdreté 
publiques, a bien voulu ordonner a ses ministres N. N. dentrer en con- 
férence sur cette affaire avee le dit m-r de Guy Dickens, envoyé extra- 
ordinaire de Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, lesquels ministres, 
en vertu de leurs pleinpouvoirs respectifs, et apres avoir contéré et déli- 
béré entre eux sont convenus des articles suivants. 


Article 1-mier. 


Nonobstant les soins que Sa Majesté Je Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, 
conjointement avee ses alliés, veut employer auprés de sa majesté le roi 
de Prusse et sans faire attention & quelque espérance qu’on pourrait en 
avoir que ce prince, se prétant aux propositions qui lui ont été faites tou 
chant Jes capitaux dis aux sujets britanniques sur la Silésie, s’abstiendra 
dattaquer le Hanovre, comme il est a présent a craindre, et que par con 
séquent la paix et la tranquillité publiques ne seront pas troublées, Sa Ma- 
jesté Impériale de toutes les Russies s’engage, afin de se mettre en sireté 
contre toute entreprise imprévue et subite de ce prince, d’assembler sur les 
frontiéres de Livonie attenantes’ a la Lithuanie, aussitét aprés Péchange 
des ratifications de cette convention, un corps de 40 m. hommes d’infan- 
terie de ses troupes réglées, muni de Yartillerie nécessaire, et de 15m. 
(le cavalerie, composée de trois régiments de cuirassiers, de vingt com- 
pagnies de grenadiers a cheval, de deux régiments de hussards et le reste 
de troupes légéres, savoir de Cosaques et Calmouks, chacun a deux clhi- 
vaux, autant quil y aura besoin pour rendre complets les 15 m. hommes 
(de cavalerie, de sorte que le tout, infanterie et cavalerie, formera un corps 
de 55 m. hommes, et de tenir ces troupes sur les susdites frontiéres de 
Livonie, de méme que 40 a 50 galéres avec l’équipage requis, sur les 
cétés de ce méme duché, en état de pouvoir agir au premier ordre et 
jusqu’a ce que le danger présent subsistera ou que les deux hautes par 
lies contractanles pe jugeront pas nécessaire de les tenir plus longtemps 
sur les frontiéres, comme cela sera expliqué plus amplement par les articles 
suivants. 


Article 2-d. 


Pour subvenir aux frais que Ventretien des dites troupes et galéres 
causera a I'Impératrice de toutes les Russies, Sa Majesté britannique s’oblige 
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de sa part de lui payer un million d’écus courants d'Hollande de 50 sty 
vers par an, a compter du jour des ratifications de cette convention, tou- 
jours a St.-Pétersbourg et en entier pour chaque année d’avance. Le paye- 
ment pour la premiére année se fera dans le méme temps que |’échange 
(es ratifications. 


Article 3-me. 


Comme il est incertain quand ce danger cessera tout a fait et quil 
est impossible de prévoir d’autres incidents qui pourraient survenir dans 
cet intervalle et contre lesquels il est mieux de se précautionner d’avance, 
on ne borne pas le temps que le dit corps et les galéres doivent rester sur 
les frontiéres et sur les edtes de Livonie, 

Mais comme les événements passés et l'état présent des affaires font 
voir, combien il est utile et avantageux tant aux intéréts des deux parties 
contractantes, qua ceux de leurs alliés communs, de tenir sar les dites 
lroutidres un pareil corps de troupes de Sa Majesté Impériale, et combien 
cela peut contribuer a Vaffermissement méme de la paix et tranquillité dé- 
sirées, Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies et Sa Majesté le Roi 
de la Grande-Bretagne s’engagent; savoir Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes 
les Russies a tenir sans interruption, aussi longtemps quwil sera possible, 
le susdit corps de troupes sur les frontiéres de Livonie, attenantes a la 
Lithuanie, et le susdit nombre des galéres équipées sur les cétes, toujours 
en état de marcher et d'agir au premier ordre dun cdté et de autre, 
Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne & payer pendant tout ce temps 
les subsides stipulés d'un million d’écus d’Hollande par an payables en 
entier pour chaque année d’avance, avec cette seule exception, quien cas 
que Sa Majesté Impériale fit la premiere qui, suivant les conjonetures du 
lemps et pour son propre besoin, jugedt a propos de retirer le susdit corps 
de ses troupes des frontiéres de Livonie et de ne l’y plus tenir pour le 
service de Sa Majesté britannique, Sa Majesté le Roi ne sera alors tenu 
ie payer les subsides stipulés que pour le temps que ces troupes serout 
restées sur les frontiéres pour son service. Mais si c’est Sa Majesté  bri- 


‘annique qui jugera a propos et de sa convenance de déclarer a Sa Ma- 
esté Impériale qu’elle n’aurait plus besoin d'un pareil corps sur tes dites 
lrontiéres et que Sa Majesté Impériale pourrait l’employer et eu disposer 
selon son bon plaisir, en tel cas Sa Majesté britannique est obligée de 
payer les subsides stipulés encore pour trois mois aprés la déclaration. 
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Quoique l'on espére que par les représentations amiables qui seront 
laites de la part de Sa Majesté britannique au roi de Prusse, et plus encore 
par les mesures si vigoureuses quon va prendre moyennant cette conven- 
lion, sa wajesté prussienne sera retenue de tout procédé ennemi envers 
les états d’Allemagne de Sa Majesté britannique, de sorte que les deux 
hautes parties contractantes n’auront pas besoin pour leur défense et par 
justes représailles de mettre en exécution ces mesures qu’on a prises uni- 
quement par précaution et pour sa propre sdreté; mais si, contre toute 
attente, il arrive, au contraire, que Sa Majesté britannique sera attaquée 
dans ses états d’Allemagne par le roi de Prusse, en ce cas Sa Majesté 
Impériale de toutes les Russies s’engage et, aussitdt que Sa Majesté britan- 
nique Ven aura informée et lui aura demandé le secours effectif, donnera 
ordre a son général commandant Je corps qui sera assemblé sur les fron- 
titres de Livonie, attenantes a la Lithuanie, de faire, le plustét qu'il ser 
possible, une diversion dans les ¢tats du roi de Prusse avec un corps de 
30 m. hommes d'infanterie, muni de Vartillerie nécessaire et avee tous les 
15 m. hommes de cavalerie, ci-dessus mentionnée, et de tenir les autres 
{0 m. hommes d’infanterie tout préts a étre transporiés sur les sus-men- 
lionnées quayante a cinquante galéres, pour faire une descente soit en 
Prusse, soit en Poméranie, suivant Je besoin et l'exigence de cas. 


Article 5-me. 


Par contre Sa Majesté britannique s’engage a payer a Sa Majesté 
Impériale de toutes les Russies, pendant que ce corps de 55 m. hommes 
sera effectivement employé dans les opérations militaires pour son service, 
un subside annuel de trois millions d’écus courants d’Hollande, a compter 
du jour que ce corps se sera mis en marche des frontiéres de Russie 
jusqu’a son retour sur les mémes frontiéres, de quelque maniére que ce 
retour se puisse faire, soit que la guerre sera finie, ou que Sa Majesté 
britannique le juge a propos elle-méme, Ce subside sera toujours payé en 
entier pour chaque année d’avance et remis a Riga entre les mains de 
celui qui sera expres autorisé de la part de Sa Majesté Impériale. 


Article 6-me. 


Et comme cette diversion a faire par les troupes de Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale dans les pays de la Prusse en faveur des états d’Allemagne de Sa 
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Majesté britannique doit é@tre exécutée tout d’un coup et avec toute la vi- 
gueur et activité possibles et, par cette raison, il est d'une nécessité indis- 
pensable que tout ce qu'il y faudra fat alors prét et appareillé, afin que 
le défaut des choses absolument nécessaires & une entreprise de cette na- 
ture ne fit perdre du temps en vain et ne donnat au roi de Prusse, comme 
attaquant le Hanovre, assez de loisir pour y faire des progrés considé- 
rables, avant que les troupes russiennes pussent venir et faire diversion 
dans ses états; pour cet effet Sa Majesté britannique promet, si tot qu'elle 
verra la marche des troupes russiennes indispensable d’envoyer au dit corps 
un ou quelques commissaires, qui les recevront, lui payeront sur le champ 
pour une année entiére le subside de trois millions d’éeus d'Hollande et 
se chargeront de son entretien a leurs propres‘lrais, tant sur sa marche, 
que pendant tout le temps qu'il sera au service de Sa Majesté britannique 
jusqu’a son retour sur les frontiéres de Russie. Et ces commissaires feront 
livrer & ce corps auxiliaire les portions et rations 7 natura, savoir: aux 
bas-officiers, soldats et autres en portions a chaque homme par jour deux 
livres de pain de seigle, une livre de viande ou du poisson aux jours de 
caréme, ou bien la valeur d'une livre de viande en argent, un quart de 
livre de gruau, comme aussi deux livres de sel pas moins, et en rations 
pour chaque cheval par jour six livres deux tiers @avoine et seize livres 
deux tiers de foin et en outre du hachis de paille sur le méme pied qu'il 
est généralement de coutume, le tout au pied d’Hollande. Mais en cas quelques- 
unes de ces provisions, par quelque raison que ce soil, ne puissent pas 
étre livrées im natura, il sera permis de s’accorder et de convenir avec 
le général commandant de ce corps des troupes impériales russiennes et de 
lui payer ces provisions en argent comptant qu'on aura réglé avec lui. Au 
reste, la solde des dites troupes leur sera toujours payée, de méme que ce 
corps sera recruté et pourvu des munitions de guerre et @artillerie de la 
part de Sa Majesté Impériale de totites les Russies. 


Article 7-me. 


Le grand ¢éloignement du lieu ol lattaque du roi de Prusse est a 
craindre de celui ol la diversion doit étre faite par les troupes impériales 
russiennes ne permettant pas que ces troupes puissent se joindre a celles 
de Sa Majesté britannique, Sa Majesté Impériale se charge seule de tout 
le poids de cette diversion, et Sa Majesté britannique s’engage seulement, 
comme il a été dit ci-dessus, de payer le subside stipulé de trois millions 
d’écus d’Hollande chaque année d’avance et d’entretenir ces troupes de la 
maniére sus-mentionnée. 
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Article S-me. 


Quant aux galéres a armer et aux dix mille hommes d’infanterie qu’on 
destine & une descente en Prusse ou en Poméranie, comme il est dit ci- 
dessus, Sa Majesté Impériale s’engage non seulement de les tenir préts et 
proches de Courlande, mais aussitdt que le besoin et la convenance le re- 
querront, de leur faire entreprendre cette descente en faisant escorter et 
soutenir ces galéres dans leurs expéditions en question par deux vaisseaux 
de ligne et deux frégates de sa flotte. Mais comme il est a présumer qu’en 
ce cas la Suéde, de son coté, en vertu. de ses engagements avee le roi 
de Prusse pourrait au lieu des troupes lui fournir le secours stipulé en 
vaisseaux, dont ce prince se servirait contre les galéres impériales russiennes 
pour les inquiéter et pour empécher la descente qu’elles auront a faire, 
pour cet effet Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretague s’engage d’envoyer 
dans la Baltique une escadre de dix vaisseaux de ligne et de quatre tré- 
vates équipés en guerre, non seulement .pour rendre plus sdre la naviga- 
tion des galéres russiennes et le transport des troupes qui y seront embar- 
quées et pour soutenir la descente avec plus de force et de vigueur, mais 
aussi afin que le chef qui commandera cette escadre puisse receyoit ces 
troupes russiennes embarquées sur les galéres et de se charger de leur 
entretien en vivres pareillement aux frais de Sa Majesté britannique, deés 
qu’elles seront sorties en mer du premier port, jusqu’a ce qu’elles seront 
de retour au méme port ou le dit chef les aura regues de la maniére 
suivante, savoir pendant le temps que ces troupes seront en mer tant en 
allant, quen retournant, elles recevront la provision en tout sur le pied, 
comme il est de coutume de la donner aux autres gens de marine; mais 
aprés avoir fait la descente, tant qu’elles resteront en terre ferme on leur 
livrera les portions, comme «aux autres troupes de terre, ainsi quil a été 
stipulé dans l'article sixitme de cette convention, excepté toutefois le monde 
et autres servants, que Von sera absolument obligé a laisser pour la garde 
des galéres, de méme que ceux qui seront au bord des vaisseaux et fré- 
gates russiennes et auxquels tous on donnera toujours la provision, comme 
aux gens servant actuellement sur mer. 


Article 9-me. 
Le chef d’escadre de Sa Majesté britannique sera tenu en cas de 


descente a pourvoir les troupes impériales russiennes de I'artillerie néces- 
saire avec tout son attirail et autres munitions de guerre. dont il sera con- 
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venu au préalable avee le général commandant les troupes russiennes, et 
ce méme chef doit toujours tenir son escadre, autant qu'il sera possible, 
le plus a portée des galéres russiennes soit en temps de Jeur trajet, soit 
pendant qu’efles seront a l’anere, afin de pouvoir leur donner, en tout cas, 
un prompt secours et assistance. Cependant il sera libre au dit chef de 
détacher par deux ou trois batiments de son escadre ou pour aller prendre 
information de la flotte suédoise, ou pour conduire d'autres batiments qui 
devront lui porter les provisions de Danzig et d’autres endroits. 


Artiele 10-me. 


Kt sil arrive, comme il y a lieu de s’en douter, que la France enyoyat 
pareillement dans la mer Baltique quelque nombre de vaisseaux ou méme 
une partie considérable de sa flotte au secours du roi de Prusse, pour inquié- 
ter les galéres russiennes et pour les empécher de faire deseente eu Prusse 
ou en Poméranie, en ce cas Sa Majesté britannique s’engage et promet, 
de la maniére la plus forte, d’envoyer dans la mer Baltique sur le premier 
avis qu'elle aura d’un pareil dessein de la France, un nombre plus consi- 
dérable de ses vaisseaux de guerre pour renforcer sa premiére escadre et 
pour mieux couvrir la descente. 


Article 11-me. 


I] dépendra de Sa Majesté britannique de ta're agir toute sa flotte 
sus-mentionnée offensivement ou défensivement contre les escadres francaise 
et suédoise, en cas qu’elles vinssent d’étre envoyées au secours du roi de 
Prusse, ainsi qu’on le présume. 

Quant aux vaisseaux et frégates russienues, elles ne seront employées 


qu’a couvrir leurs propres galéres sans les laisser jamais de vue, indé- 
pendamment de ce que les vaisseaux de Sa Majesté britannique seront obligés 
a défendre de toute leur force les vaisseaux et les galéres russieunes et 
a soutenir la descente des troupes. 


Article 12-me. 


Comme l'éloignement ol Jes deux cours contractantes sont lune et 
l'autre et la distance spacieuse quil y a entre le pays ott la guerre est 
4 craindre, et celui ot la diversion est, en ce cas, a faire, mettent des 
obstacles & toute délibération préalable sur les plans et les opérations a 
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exécuter; les deux hautes parties contractantes s’engagent @agir de toute 
leur foree et vigueur; a cette fin elles chercheront par tous les moyens 
imaginables a porter dommage a leur ennemi et a prévenir qu’en s'aper- 
cevant de la langeur d'un cdté, il ne tournat contre l'autre toutes ses forces. 


Article 13-me. 


Ces troupes auxiliaires seront commandées uniquement par le général 
que Sa Majesté I'Impératrice de toutes les Russies mettra a leur téte, et 
duquel dépendra aussi celui qui commandera sur les galéres. Cependant le 
commissaire de Sa Maiesté britannique qui sera constitué a pourvoir a 
lentretien de ces troupes, de méme que le chef de son escadre seront 
toujours invités et admis aux conseils généraux de guerre qui seropt occa- 
sionnés par les événements et les circonstances du temps. 


Article 14-me. 


Tout le butin que les troupes russiennes teront sur l'ennemi de quelque 
nature et nom qu'il puisse étre, restera au profit de ces mémes troupes. 


Article 15-me. 


Comme il peut facilement arriver que les troupes auxiliaires impériales 
russicnnes seront obligées de toucher dans leur marche les terres de la 
république de Pologne, Sa Majesté Je Roi de la Grande-Bretagne s’engage 
et se charge du soin dobtenir de sa majesté le roi et de la république 
de Pologne le libre passage pour ces troupes par les dites terres. 


Article 16-me. 


En cas que durant cette guerre a faire en commun Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale de toutes les Russies vint d’étre elle-méme attaquée par quelque autre 
puissance, nonobstant cela Sa dite Majesté Impériale veut remplir ses engage- 
ments pris par la présente convention et elle est intentionnée de ne point 
rappeler, méme dans ce cas-la, ses troupes auxiliaires, mais de continuer 
sans cesse la guerre contre le roi de Prusse communément avec Sa Ma- 
jesté britannique. Par contre Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne pour 
concourir aux dépenses extraordinaires que naturellement causeront a Sa 
Majesté Impériale les nouvelles levées et augmentation des troupes, s’engage 





a payer a Sa dite Majesté Impériale, indépendamment des subsides de trois 
millions d’écus d’Hollande stipulés ci-dessus dans le cinquiéme article, encore 
un autre subside annuel d’un million décus d’Hollande, pendant tout le 
temps que Sa Majesté Impériale sera en guerre avec la puissance dont 
elle sera attaquée. 


Article 17-me. 


Les deux hautes parties contractantes s’engagent et se promettent de 
ue faire avec lennemi aucune paix séparément Tune sans l'autre, et par 
conséquent de n’entrer avec lui en aucune négociation sans le consente- 
ment préalable de l'autre part, mais les deux parties contractantes tache- 
ront de toutes leurs forces de se procurer Ja paix aux conditions honvrables 
et avantageuses a leur intéréts réciproques. 


Article 18-me. 


Mais au cas qu’aprés méme que la paix sera conclue du consente- 
ment unanime des deux hautes parties contractantes et que Sa Majesté Impé- 
riale, nonobstant le titre de partie auxiliaire, sous lequel elle fera la guerre. 
y sera admise, comme une puissance principale contractante, le roi de 
Prusse vouldt cependant rompre cette nouvelle paix en haine d’un si puis- 
sant secours & donner contre lui de la part de Sa Majesté Impériale et 
attaquer Empire de Russie soit lui seul, ou conjointement avee la Suede; 
en ce cas la Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, en juste réciprocité 
d'une assistance si réelle que Sa Majesté Impériale veut lui donner, s’engage 
et promet de Ja secourir alors d'un million d’écus courants d'Hollande de 
subside par an, autant que cette attaque durera et par le nombre de vais- 
seaux de® guerre stipulé par le traité de Vannée 1742; bien entendu que 
Sa Majesté britannique sera tenue de donner & Sa Majesté Impériale tout 
ce secours en subside et en vaisseaux seulement, en cas que le roi de 
Prusse fit cette attaque conjointement avec la Suéde, et de ne lui payer 
que le simple subside d'un million d’éeus courants d’Hollande par an, s’il 
la fait tout seul; bien entendu aussi que ce secours ne sera prété qu’en 
cas de la guerre que le roi de Prusse déclarerait & Sa Majesté Imperiale 
dans le cours de deux premitres années aprés la conclusion de la paix, 
toute autre guerre qui puisse survenir aprés n’y étant point comprise. 
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Article 19-me. 


Cette présente convention sera approuvée et ratifiée de deux parts, 
et les lettres de ratifications seront échangées a Moscou dans l’espace de 


.. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 7. Translation of the advice and opinion of the Senate etc. etc. in 
a grand council summoned upon m-r Guy Dickens's promemoria of 
the 15-th April 1753. 


Sur ce qui a été proposé par ordre de Sa Majesté Impériale aux 
membres de la conférence, tenue a la cour le 14-e et le 15-e Mai 1753. 


les soussignés ont donné leur avis suivant: 

1) Comme selon les avis que l’on a, et plus encore par Vexpérience 
du temps passé, il est effectivement a craindre que le roi de Prusse pour- 
rait parvenir a un nouveau degré d’accroissement de puissance par une 
nouvelle attaque d'un ou d’autre des alliés de Sa Majesté Impériale: par 
oll en conséquence le dit roi se rendrait encore plus redoutable et plus 
dangereux a cet Empire-ci; on juge en général et sans contradiction qu'il 


est de la derniére nécessité de ne pas permettre qu'il y parvienne, mais 
que plutét il faut tacher de toute force de le rédnire a |’état ancien et mo- 
dique, ol il a été et dans lequel il ne nous sera plus tant a charge el 
dangereux. (est pourquoi, 

2) L’assemblée dés a présent ordonnée par Sa Majesté Impériale de 
60 m. hommes de troupes réguliéres sur les frontiéres de la Livonie est 
on seulement extrémement nécessaire pour contenir en tranquillité et en 
bride ce plus prochain voisin, mais encore sera-t-il nécessaire d’y joindre 
4.000 Cosaques du Don, 1.000 Calmouks de Wolsky, 500 Calmouks 
de Tschougoujew et 500 Calmouks des nouveaux baptisés de Stawropol, 
comme aussi de tenir prét a cet effet tout ce qui sera besoin, en sorte 
quau cas que le roi de Prusse fit un jour quelques mouvements pour atta- 
quer, soit le Hanovre, soit Ja Saxe, comme alliés de Sa Majesté Impé 
riale, le dit corps de 60 m. hommes a assembler présentement sur les 
frontiéres de la Livonie puisse faire dés aussitot, de ce cdté-ci, une diver- 
sion en Prusse sous le nom d’un corps auxiliaire, afin de tacher par la 
de défendre celui des alliés de Sa Majesté Impériale qui aurait été altaqué 
par le roi de Prusse et de ne pas permettre au roi de Prusse de parvenir 
a une plus grande puissance. 

3) Quoiqu’il paraisse qu’un pareil corps de 60 m. hommes a envoyer, 





pour faire alors une diversion en Prusse, serait assez suffisant pour atteindre 
et exécuter le point de yue ci-dessus mentionné, savoir nommément d’em- 
pécher le roi de Prusse de parvenir a un plus grand degré de puissance 
ou @empécher et ne pas permetire que quelqu’un des alliés de Sa Majesté 
lmpériale soit ruiné, la véritable sdreté et tranquillité des dominations de 
Sa Majesté Impériale ne demande cependant pas moins pour l'avenir que 
le roi de Prusse soit encore davantage remis dans ses anciennes bornes. 

C'est pourquoi, il convient de tenir prét, autant pour appuyer le corps 
qui de la maniére susdite sera envoyé sur les frontidres de la Livonie pour 
etre en état de faire une diversion, que pour la sdreté présente de ces 
lrontiéres, lorsque ce premier corps se metira en marche, pour quitter les 
froutiéres, un autre corps de 60 m. hommes de troupes réguliéres et d'irré- 
vuliéres a proportion, selon que ces derniéres pourraient étre trouvées né- 
cessaires, afin que le dit dernier corps puisse au plustét remplacer en partie 
le premier corps, lorsque celui-ci serait envoyé en Prusse, et en partie se 
trouver plus a portée et voisin, pour appuyer ce premier et méme atin 
ywil puisse, selon que la nécessité le demanderait, étre envoyés aux postes 
a ordonner. 

4) Pour surplus de précaution, on juge pour nécessaire d’avoir en 
méme temps un corps d’observation de 30 m. hommes de troupes réguliéres 
en Finlande et de le tenir assemblé dans ces contrées, afin d’étre en sireté 
contre les Suédois. 

5) Il est extrémement utile et nécessaire d’appréter et d’entretenir 
autant de galéres & Reval pourvues de tout pour pouvoir mettre en mer, 
quil en serait nécessaire pour pouvoir y embarquer, en cas de besvin, 
dix mille hommes. 

6) Mais parce qu'il y a non seulement un déficit dans les troupes 
réguliéres qui présentement se trouvent sur pied dans les dominations de 
Sa Majesté Impériale et qui y peuvent étre employées, mais puisqu’aussi 
en général dans le nombre des troupes réguliéres entretenues jusqu’ici, il 
faut ajouter pour compléter entiérement les trois corps sus-mentionnés, savoir 
celui de 60 m. homies, que lon destine présentement pour les frontidres 
de la Livonie, le second du méme nombre pour réserve et le troisiéme de 
30 m. hommes a assembler en Finlande et dans ces contrées, lesquels 
trois corps font ensemble 150 m. hommes, il est, premiérement, de nécessité 
indispensable de compléter par des reerues ce qui manque présentement 
dans le nombre complet de l'armée entiére, de la flotte et de Tartillerie; 
secondement, de faire venir de la Sibérie les deux régiments dinfanterie, 
qui y sont, pour les avoir de la plus & portée ici; troisikmement, de faire 
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revenir et rejoindre a leurs régiments tous ceux qui en sont absents, hors 
ceux qui ont des permissions, lesquels on peut toujours avoir assez a 
temps et par l’absence desquels les caisses profitent; comme aussi de faire 
joindre & la premiére occasion au corps de Finlande les quatre bataillons 
de Sevsky, qui se trouvent présentement ici & Moscou. Mais malgré cela, 
pour suppléer entitrement a ce qui pourra manquer au nombre tout complet 
et & la formation compléte des trois corps sus-mentionnés, il sera toujours 
nécessaire d'établir une levée de recrues et de fixer celle-ci sur un homme 
sur cent & commencer le 1-er Novembre de cette année, vu qu'une pa- 
reille levée, selon un calcul en gros, ira toujours au dela de 60 m. hommes. 
mais en exceptant de ceux-ci 30 m. hommes pour rendre complet le nombre 
manquant du vrai complet, on pourra avec le. reste rendre complet ce qui 
peut manquer au nombre complet des trois corps désignés ci-dessus. 

7) Pour que ce recrutement devienne, sil est possible encore, plus 
facile et moins onéreux a |’Empire, il serait salutaire d’enrdler tous les 
hommes capables de servir qui, jusqu’a présent, se trouvent dispersés dans 
tout l’Empire, dans les villes, aux tribunaux et places de judicature, ou ils 
ont été distribués, de méme que tant d’autres personnes pareilles propres 
a servir, et de remplacer leurs places par des invalides, et c’est ce que 
le Sénat doit examiner et en disposer. 

8) Pour ce qui concerne le nombre sus-exprimé de recrues a lever 
par-dessus ce qui sera nécessaire a rendre complets les régiments, le trés 
humble avis des soussignés est: que augmentation de Varmée, qui en ré- 
sultera, soit uniquement restreinte au temps présent de la pécessité de 
brider le roi de Prusse, et que cette augmentation n’aura pas toujours licu; 
mais que plutot en aprés et lorsqu’on aura vu premiérement quelle n'est 
plus nécessaire cette augmentation ne doit servir, que pour rendre par la 
ensuite complets les anciens régiments. Qu’en outre toute cette augmentation 
a faire ne doit pas servir pour en former des nouveaux régiments, mais 
qu’uniquement elle doit servir a augmenter la force et le nombre des anciens 
régiments; savoir, nommément que parce que ehaque régiment d’infanterie 
consiste présentement en trois  bataillons, qui n’ont qu'une compagnie de 
grenadiers, pendant que l’extréme utilité des grenadiers est assez constatée, 
les esprits les plus faibles méme sont obligés de convenir de la nécessité 
et de l'utilité de former dans chaque régiment d’infanterie une compagnie 
de grenadiers pour chaque bataillon, afin qu'il y en ait trois compagnies 
dans chaque régiment, chaque compagnie de 200 grenadiers, tant nouveaux 
qu’anciens, joignant a chacune des derniéres 50 hommes nouveaux. Pour 
ce qui regarde ces compagnies des grenadiers et leur nombre, il doit reste: 
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réglé inaltérablement pour l'avenir en le supputant ou comprenant dans le 
nombre auquel les régiments de trois bataillons sont établis et fixés actuel- 
lement. 

9) Mais comme aprés tout, et selon le calcul qu’on a fait, il y aura 
encore un reste suffisant de recrues nouvellement a lever, on est d’avis 
que pour éviter des dépenses superflues, ce reste sera réparti auprés des 
régiments d'infanterie dans les compagnies des fantassins, hors desquelles 
peut é@tre tiré par la suite ce qui sera nécessaire en aprés pour tenir l’armée 
compléte il est dit ci-dessus. 

10) En augmentant de cette maniére chaque compagnie de grena- 
diers avec 50 hommes et la compagnie de fantassins avec autant d’hommes, 
qu'il sera besoin selon la supputation a faire, il sera indispensablement 
besoin d’augmenter aussi le nombre de leurs officiers commandants et de 
leurs bas-officiers, nommément de metire présentement chaque compagnie 
de grenadiers sur 200 hommes avee un lieutenant, un sous-lieutenant, un 
sergent, un capitaine d’armes et deux caporaux, chaque compagnie de fan- 
tassins avec un sous-lieutenant, un sergent, un capitaine d’armes et deux 
caporaux. 

11) En augmentant de cette fagon les compagnies et le nombre de 
ceux qui les commandent il est encore inévitablement nécessaire d’y joindre 
encore un adjutant du régiment et un sous-chirurgien. 

12) En augmentant les régiments, larmée de Sa Majesté Impériale de- 
vient également plus forte, par conséquent, sera-t-il aussi extrémement néces- 
saire d’augmenter le nombre des généraux commandants. C’est pourquoi, on 
propose trés respectueusement au gracieux bon plaisir et décision de Sa 
Majesté Impériale qu'il lui plaise d’ordonner (pour tenir larmée en dautant 
meilleur ordre et pour mieux pouvoir vaquer aux commandements qui pour- 
rout avoir lieu) d’augmenter aussi Vétat jusqu’a présent fixé de la géné- 
ralité, nommément outre le général teldzeugmeister, encore avec un général 
en chef, afin quill y en ait 5 avee les 4 précédemment établis; de joindre 
aux 5 lieutenants généraux encore 5 autres, alin qu'il y en ait en tout 
dix; de joindre aux dix majors généraux encore autant, afin qu'il y en 
ait 20, et aux dix brigadiers encore dix autres nouveaux. 

13) En augmentant le nombre des hommes des régiments il parait 
Ctre nécessaire d’augmenter aussi le nombre de T’artillerie qui se trouve 
auprés de chaque régiment avec un haubitz et ses appartenances, comme 
aussi de faire telle augmentation de poudre a tirer, afin d’exercer encore 
mieux les soldats, que la quantité fixée en soit toujours préte pour une 
année entiére dans les caissons et que la premiére quantité de la poudre 
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a tirer soit uniquement employée a Texercice et que pour tout cela on 
fixat une somme certaine. De plus laisse-t-on a la décision de Sa Majesté 
s'il ne lui plairait pas d’ordonner que le collége de guerre, examinant de 
concert avec la généralité ce qui serait le meilleur et le plus salutaire. 
établit les exercices sur un pied uniforme et que les dits exercices  soient 
de méme maniére observés et immuablement conservés dans toute l’armeée. 

14) On formera des rapports séparés des dépenses qui seront causées 
par ces augmentations, aussi examinera-t-on de plus prés par la suite, s'il 
conviendra de défendre la sortie des grains de la Livonie. 

15) Mais en méme temps on est d’avis qu’a moins qu'on se mette 
effectivement dans un état aussi redoutable et puissant qu'il est détaillé 
ci-dessus, il serait incommode et dangereux de se charger tout seuls 
de tout le poids de la diversion a faire en Prusse, si ce n’est que l'on fi 
d’avance assuré avee fondement et certitude par les ministres de Sa Ma- 
jesté Impériale que les autres alliés et nommément les cours de Vienne 
et de Saxe ne resteront pas non plus en tranquillité de leurs cété, mais 
quelles donnent en méme temps leurs secours au Roi d’Angleterre, selon 
leurs engagements, et agissent aussi contre la Prusse. 

A lencontre, dés aussitét que nos forces se trouveront dans l'état qu'il 
est dit ci-dessus on peut alors avec assurance non seulement (au cas 
que le roi de Prusse attaque le Hanovre) faire seuls une diversion en 
Prusse, mais aussi on peut, lorsque pour brider ce voisin inquiet et pou 
la sireté de cet Empire a Vavenir on le jugera nécessaire de soi-méme 
déclarer la guerre contre lui et la commencer. 

16) Les soussignés ont encore examiné, si par la il n’y aurait pas 
du danger a craindre d'un autre cété, et nommément des Tures, au cas 
que lon assemblat, comme il est dit ci-dessus, tant de forces réguliéres 
seulement vers les cétés de la Baltique. Mais on trouve que les 20 régi- 
ments de milice qui sont de ce ecdté et encore 5 régiments de dragons e! 
toute l’armée de l'Ukraine, tout comme aussi les régiments Zaporojiens et 
Slobodiens sont suffisants pour la sireté de ces contrées. 

Pour le reste ils soumettent trés humblement tout ceci au souverai 
bon plaisir et ordres de Sa Majesté Impériale. Signé: ©-te Alexei Bestouchet- 
Rumin, Knias N. Trubetzkoi, Alexandre Buturlin, C-te Michailo Woronzow, 
Knias Boris Jousoupoff, Stephan Apraxin, C©-te Alexandre Schouwalow, 
('-te Pierre Schouwalow, Pierre Sumarokoff, Knias Jacob Schachoffskoi, [wan 
Bachmetoff, Knias Iwan Tscherbatoff, Koias Alexei Galitzin, Knias Iwan 
Odoievskoi, Wasily Souworoff, Iwan Pogouwishnikoff, Knias Michailo Belo- 
selskoi. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. N 66, 





Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 7-th (18-th) July 1753, 


Very secret. My lord. If the delivering up the great chancellor’s 
bond for the ten thousand pounds, His Majesty had lent him, gave him 
pleasure, your grace cannot doubi, but it must have been a great addi- 
tion to it, when I acquainted him with the further present His Majesty 
was willing to make to him, if he could procure the Empress’s consent 
to the plan proposed in your grace’s letter. | told him likewise what he 
was to expect, as soon as the russian troops should begin their march, 
in consequence of the requisition which should be made by His Majesty, 
and dwelt a very long time upon the third gratuity, | had orders to pro- 
mise, if he would help me in making the subsidy to be paid as moderate, 
aS possible, and though | am sorry to find it has had so little effeet. | 
have repeated this promise to him above ten times in the course of this 
negotiation. Nor can I put it out of his head, but the demands made 
here are very reasonable, but he is so lavish of his own money, that | 
do not wonder at his not being very sparing of other peoples purses. 

Two days after he had received ten thousand ducats from general 
Bretlack, he lost twelve hundred of them at play, so that in a short time 
| expect {o see him under the same distresses and dangers, as those from 
which he has been lately, | may say, miraculously relieved. 

On this occasion a thought occurs to me, which | cannot help com- 
municating to your grace and is that after the King has fixed in the counter 
project the quantum of the subsidy, His Majesty will pay, and all the 
other terms and conditions of this convention, | may have orders to name 
o the great chancellor the sum he is to have, if he can procure the 
Empress’s consent to it. The sum, in my humble opinion, should not be 
small, and then I am very much mistaken, or it will stagger him and 
make him exert his utmost endeavours to have things concluded upon the 
loot His Majesty shall propose. 

They are so craving here for money, that, though they do not know 
vet the King’s thoughts upon all their demands, schemes and projects and 
Whether His Majesty will agree to them, | have been given to under- 
stand that I am not to forget the presents usually made, when any treaty 
or convention is signed here, and in particular the great chancellor begs. 
as if it were for alms, that his favorite secretary Wolkof may have five 
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hundred roubles, a part for himself, and exclusive of what shall be given 
to the chancery. 

I must not let your grace be unacquainted that, when I sent to Pe- 
tersburg for the great chancellor’s original mortgage bond, I was obliged. 
at the repeated instances of the great chancellor, to let baron Wolff into 
the secret of the first 2.500 pounds the chancellor was to expect, if things 
went right, and to desire the baron to advance him eight thousand roubles 
upon that expectation, which the baron has accordingly done, though | 
plainly told him | did not mean to be in any manner answerable for that 
money, but I should not do baron Wolff justice, if I did not say that 
this is not the only instance, during my residence here, in which I found 
him ready to show his zeal for His Majesty’s and the nation’s service. 
R. 20-th August. By Money. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 295. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 7-th (18-th) July 1753 


Very private. My lord. Your grace will easily believe that in the 
very first conference I had with the great chancellor after the receipt of 
vour grace’s dispatches of the 9-th March, I acquainted him with the 
orders | had received from the King to give an absolute release of the 
security for the ten thousand pounds His Majesty had lent him about six 
years ago, if that could be of any service to him under his present dis- 
tresses, and that His Majesty hoped baron Wolff would be able to get a 
sum of money advanced upon that security, which might in some measure 
answer his purpose. 

In answer to this the great chancellor desired me to lay him in 
the most respectful manner at the King’s feet and to give the strongest 
assurances in my power of his most gratefull acknowledgement for this 
new proof of His Majesty's goodness and generosity, which could not to 
be sure fail of being of great help and assistance to him. At the same 
time he desired me to write to baron Wolff and engage him either to 
lend, or raise twenty five thousand roubles upon this mortgage, which | 
accordingly did, but how great was my surprise, when, in answer, the 
baron acquainted me, it was impossible for him to do, what the great 
chancellor desired. That there was nobody to be found in Petersburg who 
would lend any money upon that mortgage, and for himself the great chan- 
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cellor could not reasonably expect such a great advance, besides what he 
was already indebted to him, which, on their settling accounts a little 
before the chancellor left Petersburg, was no less than 62 thousand roubles, 
for which baron Wolff had no other security, but the chancellor's promis- 
sory note. 

This attempt having failed, | was next desired by the great chan- 
cellor to write to baron Wolff to send me the original mortgage bond, 
which lay in his hands, which the said baron has done, and I have de- 
livered and given it up to the great chancellor, pursuant to His Majesty’s 
commands, signilied to me in your grace’s very private letter of the 9-th 
of March last. 

As this mortgage bond could not come by the post and that the chan- 
cellor would not permit me to send the messenger I had here for fear of 
giving any mistrust, | was obliged to borrow one of general Bretlack’s 
servants who went to Petersburg under pretence of preparing matters for 
the arrival of count Esterhasy, the new imperial ambassador. As soon as 
| am informed of the expences of this journey. I shall repay them to ge- 
neral Bretlack and charge them in my bill of extraordinarys. R. 20-th 
August. By Money. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 296. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 7-th (18-th) July 1753. 


Holstein. My lord. His imperial highness the great duke, whose dis- 
tresses, both here and in Holstein, are as great as those of some others 
of your grace’s acquaintenance, sent to me a few weeks ago his cham- 
bellan and secretary m-r Bromse, who after many strong assurances of 
his master’s great respect for the King and of his great inclination to do 
whatever Jay in his power for the good and service of the common cause, 
told me that the distracted situation of the great duke’s affairs in Holstein 
not being unknown to me, | would not be surprised to hear that the body 
of troops he had in that dutchy, small and little as it was, put him to 
an expence that he was not able to bear. Therefore his imperial highness 
would be very much obliged to me, if, out of my personal friendship and 
regard for him, | would use my endeavours to persuade His Majesty to 
take those troops into his pay, upon what footing he pleased. A few days 


after the great duke took me aside at court and talked to me for near 
30 
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an hour upon the same affair, in so strong a manner, that I could not 
avoid assuring him I would do what he desired. 

To fulfill therefore my promise, I herewith transmit to your grace 
the state, or list of this little army, as it was delivered to me. Though 
it appears a little confused, for | only observe in general that it consists 
of one regiment of dragoons and two bataillons of foot, but the great duke 
toll me it should be increased, if His Majesty pleased, and all recruited 
with the best and choicest men in Holstein. As to the généradité mentioned 
in this list, | must tell your grace that the great duke and his consort, 
the great dutchess, are the two major generals, so { should think will 
not insist on any pay, though [ can assure your grace they want it as 
much, as the poorest cornet or ensign in the Holstein troops. 

Some people think it might have a very good effect and secure this 
young prince to the King’s interest, if His Majesty complyed with his re- 
quest, which it was the more worth while to think of at present, as the 
dutchess, his consort, is certainly near three months gone with child, though 
it is not yet declared. Another thing they say to be considered is that. 
if His Majesty refuses these troops, the great duke will probably offer them 
to the king of Prussia, which he has perhaps been withheld from doing 
hitherto, least it should give offence to the Empress, but rather than dis- 
band them, which would go to his heart, he will certainly do it. 

PS. The messenger who is the bearer of these dispatches, having 
begged of me to bear testimony to your grace of his diligence and good 
behaviour here, | cannot refuse doing him the justice he desires and re- 
commending him, as a very proper person to be employed upon any the 
like service. R. 20-th August. By Money. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Etat des frais ordinaires pour l'entretien des troupes de S. A. |. mon- 
seigneur le grand duc de Russie, duc régnant de Sleswig-Holstein. 


Les troupes holsteinoises de S. A. I. consistent en un régiment de 
dragons du corps et deux bataillons. 


Par 

Rs. 

I] faut pour la généralité. . . . ——e 
Pour le régiment de dragons du corps. . . . 22.045 
» » premier bataillon. . . . . . . . 15.623 
» second » Foi oe ee, i 8 


Somme . Rs. 58.506 — 





La généralité. 

Rs. Be. 
général major de cavalerie . 2. . . . . 1.200 — 
» » @Winfanterie. . 2. 2. . . . 1.200 
brigadier de cavalerie. . . . . . 900 

» @infanterie . . . . .... 900 


Somme . Rs. 4.200 


Le régiment dragons du corps. 


L’état major. 


colonel commandant. 
1 lieutenant colonel 
major . 


L’état du régiment, 


1 quartier-maitre du régiment. 2... 168 
WO we wg RO ae es 190 
Ss « 4 eo wa ae oe ee 142 
I eg Sk Ghincl y ee, Seer 142 
Au chirurgien pour médicaments pour ce régiment 15 


Somme . . .. 1.900 


Le petit état. 


munster-schreiber avec l'habillement de dessous 

musiciens, trompettes, waldhornistes et hau- 
boistes. 

timbalier . 

tambour- major 

gewaldiger du régiment ate 

garcons de chirurgien avec I’habillement de 
dessous ~ oe ae ee 

fahn-schmidt avec l’habillement de dessous 

prévots 

stekken-knegt 
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La compagnie des qrenadit rs. 


capitaine 

premier lieutenant. 

second lieutenant tg 'h GE 
wagt-meisters avee Ihabillement de dessous . 
(quartier-meister 

Caporaux 

tambours 

erenadiers . 


La compagnie di Corps, 


Stabs-capitaine 

lieutenant 

enseigne . ee 
standaerd-junker avec Vhabillement de dessous. 


wagt-meister. 
quartier-meister . 
Caporaux . 
tambours . 


La F-Me compagnie. 


capitaine 

lieutenant 

enseigne, . ie a ewe 
standaerd-junker avec |’habillement de dessous. 
Wagt-meister 

quartier-meister 

caporaux 

tambours 

dragons du corps . 


ao PF — | 


~~ 


La 4-me compagnie. 


st ok, ks eh oO ; 231 
Ns eg Ay OR Ue OO 142 
a a 133 
standaerd-junker avec lhabillement de dessous. 71 
eee ck ae ee eS 71 





1 quartier-meister 

3 caporaux 

2 tambours 

30 dragons du corps . 


L’habillement. 


Le pelil tat. 


{1 munster-schreiber avee le galon. 
) 


musiciens. 
lambour-major 
vewaldiger duo régiment 
falin-selimidt 

prevols 


stekken-kueet 


Somme 


bas-officiers, comme standaerd-junkers, wagt 
eisters et quartier-imeisters avee les galons 
des chapeaux 

caporaux 

tambours avee les galons 


grenadiers et dragons du corps 


Le fourrage. 
Liétat major. 


colonel commandant... > chevaux. 
lieutenant colonel . 

major be Se 

quartier-mhaiire du régimeut. 

auditeur 

adjutant 


Le petal état. 


musiciens . . . . Ot 5 chevaux. 
prévits. . . . » . 1 cheval. 
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La compagnie de grenadiers, 


capilaine. 2...) . COS chevaux. 
lieutenants . . . . . . #4 » 
wagt-meisters . . . . . 2 » 
caporaux. . . . . . . 1 cheval. 
i » 
grenadiers . . . . . « 45 chevaux. 
La compagnie du corps. 
capilaine. . . . .  § chevaux. 
lieutenant. . . . . . . 2 
enseigne . 
wagt-meisters 
standaerd-junker 
Caporaux . 
tambours . 
dragons du corps 


cheval. 


chevaux. 


» 


Tr ke 0S 


ae 


Somme . Rs. 


. La 3-me compagnie. 
capilaine. . . . . . . 3&8 chevaux. 
lieutenant. 
enseigne 
wagt-meisters . . . - . 1 cheval. 
standaerd-junker 1 
Pe. «os + +s + +. 
tambours . ee 
dragons du corps . . . . 45 chevaux. 

La 4-me compagnie. 
capitaine. . . . . . . 3 chevaux. 
lieutenant. . . ... . » 
5 ae eS a es » 
wagt-meisters . . . . . cheval. 
Standaerd-junker. . . .. » 
Cs fk eg > 
tambours. . . . ;- oe » 
dragons du corps . . . . 45 chevaux. 


124 chevaux. 


14.028 


12 
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Le foin. 
Rs 


Par mois 3.844 rations a 5 — revient par an. 4.805 
L’avoine. 


Par mois 2 tonnes par cheval font 248 tonnes 
a 1 rs. la tonne fait par an. 


L’argent pour les médicaments. 
Pour tout le régiment 3 rs. par mois . 
L’argent pour les recrvues, 
Par mois d’avance rs. 16 a 32—fait. 


Somme . Ks. 


Le premier bataillon. 


L. état major. 


lieutenant colonel . 2. 2... 600 
es « 2 ee e+e eK eK 8 362 


L’état du régiment. 


quartier-maitre du régiment. . . . 168 
a eee ee a a a 142 
ee er 142 
prétre 


Le petit état, 


munster-schreiber . 2. 2. wee 45 
tambour-majr . . . 1. wee eet 48 
eee ee ee ee 346 
gewaldiger . . . . . ..- — 48 
garcons de chirurgien avec leur habillement. . 300 
ere ave. ke Oe ae Oe Oe 54 
stekkep-knegt 2... wes . + 5 27 


Cor «Jj — — 


— 5 


La compagnie des grenadiers. 


capitaine . 
lieutenants 





1 sergent commandant 
2 sergents . 

1 capitaine d’armes 

1 fourrier 

caporaux 


tambours 
grenadiers . 
> charpentiers 


La compagnie du corps ou 2-de compagnie. 


Stabs-capitaine. . 2. 2... . 4 216 
Ss ey le US Gl Om 142 
ee a er 133 
sergent commandant .. x 4h oe &. ¥ 48 
eS ok A ee os: ee 48 
geiregt-caporal. . . . 1. . » ws. 43 
Guess COMM... ws we 43 
ee te me ge A a 43 
es a 4 ee ae oS ew eS 108 
tambours et pfeiff . . . . . ... 60 
ES ce ce le gh es ge 720 


mw -=J =~) & to 
— ee DO 


m & 


1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
4 
3 
0) 


_ 


La 3-me compagnie. 


stabs-capitaine . 
lieutenant . 

enseigne pas 
sergent commandant . 
sergent . 
gefregt-caporal . 
capitaine d’armes . 
fourrier . 

caporaux 

tambours et pfeiffer 
mousquetiers 





La 4-me compagnie, 


stabs-capitaine . 
lieutenant 

enseigne. , 
sergent commandant 
sergent . 
gelregt-caporal 
Capitaine d’armes . 
fourrier . 

caporaux 
tambours et pfeiffer 
mousquetlers 


me Ww a) ~*~) DS LO 


a ie eR rt 


La jd-me compagnie. 
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~~ 


capitaine 

lieutenant 

enseignue 

sergent commandant 
Sergent 
gelregt-caporal 
Capitaine d’armes . 
lourrier . 

caporaux 

tambours et pleiffer 
mousquetiers 


tm AS te ~)i =) DO a 
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| 


1 
1 
l 
1 
I 
I 
l 
I 
4 
3 


| 
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L’habillement de dessous. 


13 hommes du petit état. 

25 bas-ofliciers. 

21 caporaux. 

16 tambours et pfeiffer. 

210 mousquetiers. 

285 hommes a 8 be. par mois 


Le pain. 


hommes du petit état. 
bas-olliciers. 





caporaux. 
tambours et pleiffer. 
mousquetiers. 

) hommes a 24 be. par mois . 


Lhabillement. 


hommes du petit état a 40 be. par mois 
bas-officiers a 40 be. . 

caporaux a 32 be. ; 

tambours et pleiffler a 40 be. 
mousquetiers a 24 be. 
prévots et stekken-knegt a 24 be. . 


L’argent pour les recrues. 
4 hommes par compagnie a 2 rs. par mois 8 rs. 
et pour 5 compagnies . 


Somme . Ks. 


Le second bataillon. 


L état major. 


1 colonel 
1 lieutenant colonel 
1 major. 


L’état du régiment. 


quartier-maitre du — 
1 adjutant . 
Le fourrage pour 1 chic val en 31 j jours rs. 5: tt be. 
1 auditeur . 
1 prétre ; 
1 chirurgien du régiment 
L’argent pour les médicaments pour ne 2 ‘batail- 
lons 


Le petit état. 


1 munster-schreiber . . . . . 
1 garnisoens-cantor 





tambour-major 

hauboistes 

vewaltiger 

varcons de chirurgien avec leur habillemen nt. 
prévols 

stekken-knegt 


La compagnie des grenadiers. 


——- 


capitaine 

lieutenants . 
sergent commandant . 
sergents 

capitaine d’armes 
fourrier . 

caporaux 
tambours et pfeifler 
grenadiers . 
charpentiers 


nw — co 


oT _> — 


4 
4 
6 


La seconde compagnie ou celle du corps. 


stabs-capitaine 
lieutenant 

enseigne 
sergent commandant . 
sergent . 
getregt-caporal 
Capitaine d’armes . 
fourrier . 

caporaux ' 
tambours et pfeiffer 
mousquetiers. 


La 3-me compagnie, 


stabs-capitaine . 
lieutenant 

enseigne 

sergent commandant ; 
sergent . 





Rs. 
gefregt-caporal. . 2... ~ ¢ gr 43 
capitaine darmes. . . . esa 43 
Se eos eke KOO ee 43 
Re oe eG Ge ale Ge eG L08 
tambours et pfeiffer . ee Ro 60 
mousquetiers . . . . . . ee 720 


8.657 


La 4-me compagnie. 


stabs-capitaine 
lieutenant 
enseigue 


sergent commandant 


~j =~) te to 


Sergent 
cefregt-caporal 
capitaine darmes . 
fourrier . 

caporaux 
tambours et pleiffer 


ma ee IO IS 


mS Oi 


mousqueters 


La 5-me compagnie. 


capitaine 
lieutenant 


enselgne 


sergent commandant 


Sergent . 
gelregt-caporal 
capitaine d’armies . 
fourrier . 

Caporaux 

tambours et pfeitier 
mousquetiers 


Lhabhillement de dessous. 


13 hommes du petit état. 
25  bas-officiers. 





caporaux. 
tambours et pfeiffer. 
mousquetlers. 

hommes a S be. par mois 


Le pain. 


hommes du petit état. 
bas-officiers. 

caporaux. 

lambours et pleiffer. 
mousquevers, 

hommes a 24 be. par mois 


L habhillement, 


hommes du petit état a 40 be. par mois 
bas-ofliciers a 40 be. par mois 
caporaux a 32 be. par mois . 
tambours et pleiffer a 40 be. par mois . 
mousquetiers a 24 be. par mois. 
prévots et stekken-knegt a 24 be. 


Lara nt pour les PCCHHeS 


4 hommes par compagnie a rs. 2 par mois rs. 8 
et pour 5 compagnies par an. 
Somme 
P. R. O. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 297. 


Baron Wolff to the duke of Newcastle. 


St. Petersburg. 12-th (23-d) July 1753. 


My lord. | herewith do myself the honour to inform your grace that 
about two months ago I received a letter from colonel Guy Dickens in 
Moscow, intimating that by His Majesty’s command he was ordered to de- 
mand of me count Bestuchef’s mortgage bond for his house for 10.000 pounds 
sterling and desired that 1 might send it him up to Moseow, which I did 
accordingly. But as 1 had no immediate orders from your grace concer- 
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ning this matter, therefore I beg the favour that your grace would be 
pleased to order a few lines to be wrote me, approving of this transaction 
and thereby you will encrease the obligations | already owe your grace. 
20-th August. By Money. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 298. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 12-th (23-d) July 1753 


My lord. | received lately, under the cover of an english merchant 
at Petersburg the honour of your grace’s letter of the 1-st June with a 
copy of a paper which sir Joshua Vanneck had delivered to you, con- 
cerning his claim to be admitted as a creditor of m-rs Cramond, Shark 
and company, an english house at Petersburg. 

These affairs being out of my way here at Moscow, I have wrote 
about them to baron Wolff, His Majesty's consul at Petersburg, who, | 
am persuaded, will use his utmost endeavours that justice may be done 
to sir Joshua Vanneck upon that occasion, but as baron Wolff has wrote 
to me there will be very little to divide, if sir Joshua’s claim be admitted. 
Now I can assure your grace that Money, the messenger, is no more 
here, and that he left this place on Wednesday last at noon the 18-th 
instant n. s. R. 22-d August. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 299. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 19-th (30-th) July 1753 


My lord. It having been intimated to general Bretlack, the imperial 
ambassador, and to all the foreign ministers here, that it would be agreable 
to the Empress, if they went to the cloister of Troitza and visited all the 
curiosities to be seen there, we sat out accordingly, on Monday last, for 
that place; where we were received and entertained in the most polite 
and elegant manner for two days, together, by the abbot and heads of 
that convent. 

On my return to town, I found a letter from sir Charles Hanbury 
Williams, from Dresden, of the 3-d instant n. s. giving me an account 
of the intrigues, carrying on to get m-r Funk, the saxon minister at this 
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court, reealled in order to bring about the removal of m-r Gross, the rus- 
sian minister at Dresden, and fix there count Bestuchef. | need not repeat 
more of the contents of this letter, as sir Charles Hanbury Williams acquaints 
me that he had sent a copy of it to your grace. The very day, we set 
out for Troitza, m-r Funk received a Jetter from count Briihl with the 
same informations, as those contained in sir Charles Hanbury Williams 
letter fo me acquainting him, at the same time, that he was to expect 
soon his letters of revocation. 

On our return from Troitza, we communicated our respective letters 
to the great chancellor who was in the utmost surprise at such an unex- 
pected piece of news, for, though he had had some hints in a letter from 
ni-r Gross, they were so obscure, that he did not understand them rightly. 
The great chancellor was as much at a loss. how to act in this affair, 
since the Empress’s name and hand, in what manner soever obtained, 
appeared in it; at last, however, he took the resolution to send m-r Gross’s 
letter, obscure as it was, to the Empress, with a short remark, that he 
did not understand it, nor could give credit to it; as he was persuaded 
that, if there was any foundation for the changes, m-r Gross so obscurely 
hinted at, Her Imperial Majesty would not have let him (the great chan- 
cellor) be unacquainted with the resolution Her Imperial Majesty had taken. 
This letter was sent, on Friday last, to the Empress at a cloister, called 
Jerusalem, where she proposed to stay, or in that neighbourhood, as long 
as the present fine weather lasts, so that we must now wait untill the 
Kmpress sends an answer to the great chancellor, or order him to come 
to her. In the meantime, we clearly see, how this whole affair has been 
managed. Count Bestuchef’s aversion to return to this place is known to 
your grace; the vice-chancellor is, on his side, afraid of it, as the Empress 
has often declared, her intention was to place count Bestuchef about the 
great duke, by which means count Shoglokolf, a near relation of the vice- 
chancellor by marriage, who now fills that post would be removed, so that 
it was easy for the vice-chancellor and count Bestuchef to join in a plot, 
which was agreeable to both their views and inclinations; and the share, 
which; it too plainly appears, m-r Briihl has in it, proceeds from the impor- 
tunity of his mistress, countess Moshinska, whose good offices there is no 
doubt, but countess Bestuchef will have sollicited, as her desire must be 
as great, as her husbands, to stay in Saxony, which is her native country; 
that the Empress has been led into the step she has taken, | am not 
surprised at, as her personal dislike to m-r Funek is generally known, 
as well as the poor pittyful reason of it, which is because he squints. 
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To return to count Briihl, the great chancellor is in the utmost asto- 
nishment at his precipitate proceedings in this affair and how he could. 
as sir Charles Hanbury Williams told him very rightly, persuade the king 
of Poland to take so hasty a step, as to promise m-r Funck’s’ reeall 
upon informations that were not authentic, count Bestuchef not being 
accredited to that court. Had m-r Briihl simply taken the thing ad re fe- 
rendum and afterwards informed m-r Gross of what m-r Bestuchef had 
said to him and desired him to write hither, to know what eredit was 
to be given to it, all this” fine-spun intrigue had been knocked on the 
head, to the contusion of the authors of it. And as it is, we are pretty 
sure it will turn out so, at last count Bestuchef is now certainly on the 
road from Dresden hither; but has left his wife behind him, which will 
very much displease the Empress; as one of the motives for pressing count 
Bestuchel’s return hither, was curiosity of seeing a lady, who had had 
the courage to marry a man, whose first wife was alive; and how mueh 
must she afterwards be, naturally, provoked, when the proposal will be 
made to her of sending count Bestuchef back to Dresden, as minister? The 
Whole intrigue will be opened to her and make her sensible of the views 
and desigus of those who led her into the step she has taken. So that 
| believe | may venture to assure your grace that count Bestuchef will 
never see Dresden again. But, if he be obstinate, does not accept of the 
post the Empress designs him and will not send for his wife and order 
her to come to him, he may, very possibly, tread upon his late wile’s 
Steps and be sent to Siberia. 

All that has happened in this affair must necessarily give, at other 
courts. the same opinion which sir Charles Hanbury Williams has of the 
great chancellor's interest and make them look upon his fall to be near 
at hand. But things are not to be considered in that light here, there is 
nothing more frequent, than such surprises, and I wonder sometimes, they 
do not happen oftener with a princess who gives herself up so entirely 
io her pleasure, aad who is, sometimes, three months, without seeing 01 
speaking with her ministers. 

M-r Funk has wrote to m-r Briihl at the desire of the great chau- 
cellor, not to send him yet his letters of revocation; and should they come 
before he receives that letter, no use will be made of them betore the 
court returns to Petersburg. R. 27-th August. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. 
Ne 66. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 2-d (13-th) August 1753. 


My lord. The very fine weather we have had here for some weeks 
past and which continues still, makes this town very thin. The Empress, 
however, is returned hither from the cloister of Jerusalem and yesterday 
there was a drawing room, but she did not appear. To-morrow or next 
day Her Imperial Majesty proposes to go to another cloister, which lyes 
about seventy, or eighty wersts from hence, and after she is gone, most 
of her ministers will remove to their country houses, where they have 
leave to reside for a couple of months, The great dutchess. who | acquain- 
ted your grace in one of my former letters was with child, has had 
the misfortune to miscarry and to the great grief of the whole court, it 
proved to be a prince. 

Since my letter of the 30-th July n. s., which is my last, I have 
another letter from sir Charles Hanbury Williams of the 7-th July n. s., 
relating to m-r Funk, the saxon minister's, recall, by which I find the 
court of Dresden have changed their resolution and that his polish ma- 
lesty will not take any step in’ this affair, untill he is better and more 
regularly informed of it. | immediately informed the great chancellor, who 
was in the country: of this resolution, by a trusty friend, aad yesterday 
| had some conversation with” him upon it at court. But he seemed ty 
think count Briihl had spoiled every thing by promising so hastily. as he 
did at first, that m-r Funk should be recalled. The place being too pub- 
lic to talk long about business, he put off explaining his thoughts to me 
upon this incident, untill another opportunity. In the meantime, I cannot 
help saying to your grace that he confirmed me in the opinion I have 
long had of him, which is that he is the most timorous first minister | 
ever knew, when any the least thing happens that is not agreeable to 
his wishes. 

We now expect here soon count Esterhasy, the new imperial ambas- 
sader: according to our last advices, he had passed Riga and we doubt 
uot but our next will bring us an account that he is at Petersburg. 
Kk. 11-th September. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. MN 66. 
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N 301. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 9-th (20-th) August 1753 

My lord. A few days ago I received by an austrian courier the honor 
of your grace’s letter of the 22-d June acquainting me with the advices 
you had received, that the French were actually renewing their treaty ot 
subsidy with Sweden. | did not fail to give immediate notice to the great 
chancellor and of the new engagements proposed to be taken therein, re- 
lative to the affairs of Poland and the case of the vacancy of the throne 
there. The great chancellor thought this advice of very great importance 
and said, the Empress should be informed of it that very day; but told 
me, we were under a mistake to think the Swedes desired that this ne- 
votiation should be kept secret, least it should make this court more dif- 
ficult in adjusting any points which may still remain in dispute between 
Sweden and Russia; for by the very last letters they had received from 
the russian commissaries appointed to adjust with those of Sweden the 
disputes, relating to the limits of Finland, the latter began to threaten 
not only to break off the conferences, but even to come to an open rup- 
ture, if this court would not agree to their demands, which the great 
chancellor said are unreasonable. | find, by my letters from m-r Porter, 
His Majesty’s ambassador at Constantinople, that the Swedes make a meri! 
there of having refused to renew their treaty with this court, but this is 
also a mistake, for the only treaty between the two courts is that ol 
Abo, which is perpetual. 

On Monday last, arrived here a Frenchman, whose name is Maubrun 
or something like it. By his discourse it seems he has been at Constan- 
tinople; but he comes now from Stockholm, where he has staid some time 
waiting for the return of an express, which that court had sent to baron 
Posse, their minister here. As this man pretends to have no kind of bu- 
siness here, being come only, as he says, out of curiosity, I told the great 
chancellor, a few days ago, as I dined with him that I suspected very 
much this man was the minister France intended to send to the great 
duke, und-r pretence of negotiating some affairs of commerce, which sus- 
picion the great chancellor thought so well founded, that he acquainted the 
Empress with it, that same evening, and orders have since been giveu 
{to proper persons to have a very watchfull eye upon all this man’s motions 
and the company he keeps. R. 17-th September. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. 


Ne 66. 
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The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 24-th August 1753. 


Sir. Money, the messenger, arrived here on Monday night last with 
your letiers of the 6-th (17-th) and 7-th (18-th) past and the several 
memorials, answers and papers therein inclosed. 

1, cannot conceal from you His Majesty’s great surprise and disappoint- 
ment at the contents of them, after the very strong and repeated assu- 
rances which you had sent me in your letters, that «the court of Russia 
would come into His Majesty’s plan and in such a manner, as would be 
entirely agreable to him»; and particularly in that of the 13-th (24-th) 
May: «that the delay did not proceed from any difficulties you had met 
with in your negotiation, for that all His Majesty had desired had 
been granted and argeed to». 

You must have suffered yourself to be extremely deceived, as to the 
disposition of the court of Russia or to have greatly misunderstood, what 
were the King’s views and expectations, if you could think that the pro- 
ject now transmitted by you contained all His Majesty had desired. 

You was expressly told, in my letter of the 9-th March, that the 
King did not think proper to give any subsidy in all events; but, only, 
when the russian troops should, upon an attack having been first made, 
be required by the King; and that then, the subsedy was to be a rea- 
sonable one; whereas, by this project not only an immediate subsidy is 
insisted upon in all events for keeping the army in Livonia; but such an 
enormous one, as one million of dutch crowns, amounting to 230.000 
pounds sterling, which is within 70.000 pounds as much, as was given 
for the whole corps of russian troops, when they were actually employed 
in the year 1748; and besides this, a further subsidy of near 700.000 
pounds sterling per annum, is demanded, when the troops shall be required 
‘to act and subsistance ete. amounting to near 300.000 pounds more; 
though it is not proposed that these troops should ever be employed, at 
any distance from their station on the. frontiers, and though they will in 
that case, always have an enemy's country to live upon and, what is 
still more one year in advance is proposed to be paid, both of the imme- 
diate subsidy and of the eventual one, whenever the troops are required. 

You must forgive me, if I say that it is scarce to be imagined, that 
you had read the papers, containing these exorbitant conditions and the 
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etters which | sent you by the King’s order; by which you ought to 
have governed yourself; and I cannot any way account for the manner 
in Which you represented in all your previous letters the disposition that 


the court of Petersburg was in upon this subject. 

| am sorry to tell you that His Majesty extremely disapproves your 
conduct throughout the whole: in having first given such strong assurances 
which appear to have been without foundation and in having afterwards 
transmitted such exorbitant and absurd proposals so contrary to what you 
knew was the King’s intention: and that, without having made (by what 
appears) any serious remonstrance or protestation against them. 

His Majesty is also extremely offended that you took upon yourself, 
without order, to give a memorial in writing, particularly a memorial of 
such a nature, as this; of which you could not be certain what use may 
be made; and experience should have showed you that a very improper 
use had been made of such indiscreet proceedings before. 

The King also observed that you have suffered them in their answers 
and projects to put the whole singly upon the representations made by 
you and the danger His Majesty was in of being attacked by the king 
of Prussia; whereas, it appears, by the opinion of the russian Senate given 
solemnly and in the greatest form, that the measures which they advised 
the Empress, their mistress, to take were formed upon what they conceived 
to be the essential interests of Russia. By which turn in the projects and 
auswer the whole load and weight of this measure is laid upon the King, 
and His Majesty’s interests conceived to be so essentially concerned to 
carry it into execution, that the russian ministers thought, that whatever 
they asked must be granted. 

The fact is very far from what the russian ministers seem to imagine. 
Whatever umbrage some meastires might have given, which were supposed 
tv be taking, at the beginning of the year, by the king of Prussia for 
assembling troops and ete. on the frontiers of the King’s german dominions: 
those were very svuon at an end by most explicit assurances given by 
the King of Prussia’s order to the King’s ministers at Hanover; and had 
there been any immediate danger in the beginning of March, this answer 
delayed untill near the end of August would have been but of little use 
to His Majesty. 

The King’s zeal for the preservation of the public peace and tor 
the defence and support of the interests of his subjects did and does dis- 
pose him to enter into proper measures with the Empress of Russia for 
that purpose; and the unanimous opinion of the Senate very justly shows, 
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how much they think the interests of the russian Empire are concerned 
in the measures which the Empress is now taking. 

Is it then reasonable that His Majesty should comply with such extra- 
vagant demands for the immediate support of troops which are or ought 
0 be, at present, in those very stations for the security of Russia itself? 
Or, afterwards, give such immense subsidies for the employment of those 
troops (if the case should happen) upon services acknowledged by the Senate 
to be indispensably necessary for the maintenance of the honor and inte- 
rests of the russian Empire? You must be sensible that His Majesty’s 
plan (to which, indeed, | thought, by your letters, that the court of Russia 
had entirely agreed) was founded upon the repeated advices which you 
had sent me, that the Empress of Russia had between 50 and 60.000 
men in Livonia; whereas | am afraid, from some accounts which | have 
seen, that there are not or were not very lately above 21.000 men in 
Livonia and Courland; but their own interest and their own security inde- 
pendently of all other considerations, require, by their own confession, that 
they should be greatly encreased. 

His Majesty was glad to see, by the promemorva of the 2-d July 
signed by the chancellor and the vice-chancellor, that the Empress had 
ordered 60.000 men of regular troops to be assembled upon the frontiers 
of Livonia, which were actually ou their mareh hither, and to add 6.000 
irregulars to them, without waiting for the King’s consent to the projeet 
of the convention transmitted by you. 

His Majesty hopes that this will not have been delayed, though | 
wonder that you make no mention yourself of any number of troops ha- 
ving yet been actually on their mareh thither; or have said anything in 
these last letters of general Apraxin’s being appointed commander of that 
army; or of the deligence which you formerly mentioned, that he was 
employing to have it compleat as soon, as possible. 

This resolution, if really executed, will not fail to have an imme- 
diate good effect; and the King hopes soon to hear of the actual arrival 
of the greatest part of these troops at the place of their destination, — 

Though you will see by what I now write and by what you must 
have known, that the conditions, contained in this project, are not, in any 
degree, admissible; yet the King, as J said before, is willing to come to 
a reasonable agreement with the Empress of Russia upon the prenciple 
of my letter of the 9-th of March last. The russian ministers, them- 
selves, I find expect that great deductions will be made, and very great 
ones they must be. And as you desire a counter project from henec, which 
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may contain His Majesty’s wdfimatum, the King has ordered one to be 
prepared, which I hope soon to be able to transmit to you; and which 
will contain the utmost lengths which His Majesty can or will go. 

The memorials, projects and answers, though they contain very mons- 
trous demands, will, however, be all considered, and due regard will be 
had to what is reasonable on both sides. 

The defensive engagements already subsisting between the King and 
the Empress of Russia and the quotas or contingents in consequence ol 
them, must be the basis and foundation of this counter project; and the 
additional engagements, which His Majesty may be disposed to enter into 
with Russia, in order to enable the Empress to be more useful to the 
King an his allies, may possibly be most properly introduced by way of 
supplement to the succours already stipulated by former treaties. But this 
will make no essential difference. 

You will see, by my letter of the 9-th of March, what were His 
Majesty’s general views; those are still the same. The preservation of the 
public peace, the support of the interests of His Majesty’s own subjects 
and the independency of his allies are all greatly concerned in this ques 
lion; and the unanimous advice of the russian Senate strongly contirms 
His Majesty’s opinion, as far, at least, as relates to the Empress, their 
sovereign and her Empire. 

I send this letter by count Colloredo’s courier to Vienna to be for- 
warded from thence by one from count Kaunitz to the imperial ambas- 
sador at Moscow. By count Colloredo’s courier. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. 
Ne 66. 


N 303. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 24-th August 1753 


Secret. Sir. You will see by my other letter the inconvenienecs 
Which are justly apprehended from the unguarded step you took in deli- 
vering a memorial in writing, of which the same or a worse use may be 
made, than was of the declaration or memorial which you gave relating 
to the steuer. 

It is, therefore, extremely to be wished that you should get back 
your memorial again; and you will have a very fair pretence for doing 
jt by acquainting the russian ministers that your having given any thing 
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iu writing was without order; that His Majesty disapproved your having 
done so and that, therefore, out of regard to you, you did expect that 
they would return you your memorial again; that they are thoroughly 
apprised of the contents of it and can have no furthur use for it and that, 
therefore, out of particular attention to you, you hoped they would make 
no difficulty of returning it to you; as by that they might remove the 
displeasure which you had ineurred by giving it without order; and for 
the future you are never to present any memorial without receiving positive 
orders for doing so. 

You will do this in such a manner that m-r Bestuchef may see that 
it is for your own sake that you ask it, and not, as if you had received 
any orders for it or your court could have any particular view in your 


desiring it. 

I have reason to think that there is a negotiation now carrying on 
with the Senate of Sweden, for renewing their alliance with France. 

It is kept very secret, and the senators in the french interest are 
extremely jealous of m-r de Cedercreutz, who is almost the only one who 
is not so. They are particularly careful, never to bring on any thing re- 
lating to the renewal of the french alliance, when m-r de Cederereutz is 


present in the Senate, as they apprehend that he would not fail to com- 
municate it to m-r Panin, with whom he lives in the greatest intimacy. 
You will, therefore, suggest to the chancellor Bestuchef to write forthwith 
to m-r Panin and to direct him to give a hint of this to m-r de Ceder- 
creutz, that. he may be as seldom absent from the Senate, as_ possible, 
and take particular care that nothing upon this subject may pass there 
without his knowledge. 

The Senate is a good deal embarassed, how to renew their treaty 
with France (which, however, they will certainly do), after they had so 
lately refused to renew their treaty with the Empress of Russia, on pretence 
that their present treaty would still be in foree for some time; and, | beli- 
eve, that with Russia will expire as soon or sooner, than that with France. 

PS. 1 may add in this secret letter one consideration which makes 
it absolutely necessary for the Empress of Russia to have this number of 
troops on the frontiers of Livonia for her own interest and at her own 
expence, except she intends to abandon Poland and give it up to the king 
of Prussia and, at the same time, al! her weight and influence in Europe, 
which are singly owing to the acquisitions made upon Sweden and the 
opportunities from thence of being useful and formidable to the several 
powers of Europe. 
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If a vacaicy of the crown of Poland should happen (and it is thought 
that the king of Poland’s health is precarious) and the Empress of Russia 
have no troops in the neighbourhood, that crown would, probably, be seized 
by the king of Prussia for such person, as should be devoted to him, 
and some parts of its possessions, viz-t: Polish Prussia, be taken for his 
prussian majesty himself and in all probability, neither the one, or the 
other be to be got back afterwards. By count Colloredo’s courier. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


N 304. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 24-th August 1753 


Very private. Sir. | am now to acknowledge your very private 
and very secret letters of the 7-th (18-th) past. 

The, chancellor Bestuchef must be sensible of the very distinguished 
marks of faver and regard which His Majesty has shown him and of the 
disposition which the King is in to give him still further proofs of them, 


if m-r Bestuchef is willing and able to deserve them. 

These late dispatches can give him no pretence to expect any more, 
but, when the counter project comes, it will then be seen, whether he is 
willing to merit His Majesty’s further favor. And, therefore, when I transmit 
to you that counter project, I shall then have the King’s particular orders 
with regard to the chancellor. 

I am amazed that they should think of receiving presents upon the 
proposals now transmitted. But, whenever a treaty or convention is made, 
the officers of the chancery will, of course, have the usual presents; and 
the chancellor Bestuchel’s favourite secretary may be particularly distin- 
guished. By count Colloredo’s courier. P. R O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 305. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 24-th August 1753 


Holstein. Sir. 1 have laid before the King your letter of the 7-th (18-th) 
past, containing the applications made to you: first, by the duke of Hol- 
stein’s minister, and afterwards by his imperial highness himself, that His 
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Majesty would take the two Holstein regiments into his pay. You will 
make a civil excuse, by the Holstein minister, to the duke, and assure 
him that the King will always be glad of an opportunity of showing the 
regard His Majesty has for his imperial highness, but that the King 
cannot think of taking any particular foreign regiments into his pay at 
this time. 

As to your supposition that the great duke might let the king of 
Prussia have these troops, His Majesty does not think that possible, for 
the Empress of Russia would uot certainly suffer any thing of that kind 
to be done; and if you see that there is any apprehension of this kind, 
you will speak to the chancellor to prevent it, for nothing would have 
such an ill appearance and so dishonourable for the Empress, as for the 
great duke to let his troops out to the king of Prussia, at the same time 
that the Senate of Russia have made the representation which you have 
sent me. By count Colloredo’s courier. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 306. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 19-th (30-th) August 1753. 


My lord. M-r Funk the saxon minister's affair has taken a new turn, 
which has quieted all the great chancelior’s fears, the king of Poland ha- 
ving wrote a friendly expostulating letter to the Empress of Russia, desi- 
ring to know, what his minister here could have done to have given Her 
Imperial Majesty oceasion to desire his recall. The copy of this letter is 
here, but the original is not yet come, m-r Bestuchef at Dresden ha- 
ving refused to transmit it, because his polish majesty did not accompany 
it with m-r Funk’s letter of revocation; but count Briihl acquaints 
m-r Funk that if shall be sent by another canal. And as we can hardly 
believe that the Empress will alledge m-r Funk’s squinting, as the reason 
of her dislike (and we know of no other), we have hopes that this dirty, 
little intrigue will turn to the confusion of the authors and that m-r Funk 
will keep his post here. 

Notwithstanding the repeated orders, m-r Bestuchef, at Dresden, has 
received to repair hither, he had not begun his journey according to the 
last letters, under pretence of his wife’s having miscarried. | am not yet 
informed of what the Empress thinks of this new excuse, but, not long 
ago, | know, she declared to the great chancellor that. if Is brother did 
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not return hither, according to her repeated orders, she would have him 
hung up in effigy. 

The suspicions of the Frenchman who lately arrived here being an 
emissary from France, grow daily stronger, but he has hitherto acted with 
so much caution, as not to give any, the least, hold upon him, all those 
who have seen him give him the character of a man of very good sense; 
which we the more readily believe, as France would not have sent one 
she could not depend upon on such an errand. 

General Bretlack, the imperial ambassador, has communicated to the 
russian ministers the treaty lately concluded between his court and the 
duke of Modena and acquainted them, at the same time, that it was the 
King, whom their imperial majesties had to thank for the success of this 
important measure. 

Count Esterhasy, the new imperial ambassador, is on the road from 
Petersburg hither. R. 27-th September. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


\ 307. 
Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 30-th August (10-th September) 1753. 


My lord. The Empress and all her ministers spending most of their 
time in the country, your grace will easily believe, little can occur here 
during their absence worth giving you the trouble of a letter. Two days 
ago Her Imperial Majesty was however pleased to come to town, in order 
to celebrate to day the feast of St. Alexander Newsky, and _ proposes 
staying here untill next Sunday, which is her name’s day and is to be 
celebrated with great magnificence, but immediately after. she will leave 
town again and in all probability not return before the bad weather drives 
Her Imperial Majesty out «f the country. 

Count Esterhasy, the new ‘imperial ambassador, arrived here on 
Thursday last, but general Bretlack, whom he is to relieve, being confined 
to his bed by a violent fit of rheumatism, no day is yet fixed for either 
of those ambassador audiences. 

I, lately, spent a day with the great chancellor at his country house, 
which is about twenty english miles from hence, where, discoursing with 
him upon different matters, | had occasion to find, | committed an error 
in telling your grace, in my letter of the 20-th of Augusi n. s., that the only 
treaty between this court and Sweden was that of Abo; for, it seems there 
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is another, which is a defensive treaty and was signed here about a year 
after; but as this last treaty was made in the honeymoon of the peace 
and the settlement of the suecession in Sweden in the manner this court 
had desired, they have, here, no thoughts of renewing it, the chief object 
of it being to prevent Denmark giving any troops to Sweden on account 
of the eventuai election made in favor of the present king of Denmark, 
who was then prince royal. The great chancellor told me this treaty 
had, still, three years to run, and that Sweden not only made a merit 
at Constantinople, as m-r Porter had wrote to me, of their declining to 
renew it, but that both the french and swedish ministers had had the 
impudence to assure the Porte that they were raising here fifty thousand 
recruits in order to force them to it, which has extremely piqued the 
Kmpress and made her say that she plainly saw, she was never to trust 
either of these perfidious powers. 

Though the abovementioned defensive treaty was concluded when ge- 
neral Bretlack was here, the first time he had entirely forgot it and con- 
lirmed me in the opinion of there being no other treaty, but that of Abo 
between the two courts. R. 8-th Oetober. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ni 308. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 18-th September 1753. 


Cypher to the end. Sir. | received yesterday your letter of the 
9-ih (20-th) of August, as 1 have done those of the 19-th (30-th) July 
and 2-d (13-th) of August, since the arrival of Money, the messenger. 

I believe, you may be assured that the negotiation for renewing the 
french treaty of subsidy with Sweden, for five years, is tar advanced and 
that there will be an article in it, relating to the affairs of Poland and 
‘the case of the vacancy of the throne there. But it is very certain that 
this negotiation is kept as the greatest secret. 

The great chancellor does very well to have the Frenchman, who 
goes by the name of Maubrun, narrowly watched. It is most probable 
that he comes upon some business of importance and is employed upon 
some commission, which is not favourable to the great chancellor's views 
and mesures. 

I had, ycsterday, an account of the arrival at Vienna of my letters 
to you in answer to those brought by Money; so that, | hope, you will 
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how receive them in a short time and that you will send me some answer, 


as soon as possible. 

[ am a little surprised that neither in those letters or any since, 
you have seut any particular account of the march or arrival of the rus- 
sian trvops on the frontiers of Livonia, though we have advices concer- 
ning them from many other places. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 309. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 13-th (24-th) September 1753 


My lord. If I give your grace the trouble of this Jetter, it is only 
to tell you that I have nothing to write. The Empress who we thought, 
as | acquainted your grace in my letter of the 10-th instant n. s., would 
have kept her name’s day here in town, altered her mind and went to 
the cloister of Jerusalem, where, with a select company, Her Imperial Ma- 
jesty staid untill the day before yesterday, when she returned to town, 
in order to give the two imperial ambassadors their audiences, but the 
day is not yet fixed. A few days before Her Imperial Majesty went to 
Jerusalem, there was a great party of hunting and afterwards a magni- 
ficent supper at count Rasumowsky’s house about four miles from hence, 
at which the Empress assisted and to which, by her order, all the foreign 
ministers were invited. R. 22-d October. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 310. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 2-d October 1753 


Sir. You was, or should have been fully apprised by my letter of 
the 9-th of March last of the principles upon which His Majesty entered 
into the negotiation with the court of Petersburg for securing a body of 
russian troops to be quartered in Livonia and to enter into the King’s 
pay from the time, aud not before, that they should be required by His 
Majesty in the cases and according to the terms and conditions to be agreed 
upon in the treaty. 

You will also have seen by my letter of the 24-th of August last, 
how repugnant and inconsistent the project transmitted by you in your 
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letter of the 7-th (18-th) of July and the proposals and demands therein 
made, were, in His Majesty’s opinion, to those principles and consequently 
how inadmissible they were in every particular. 

You will therefore not be surprised that the counter project which 
the King has now ordered me to transmit to you and which I here inclose, 
should be, in almost every article, so very different from the project given 
you by the russian ministers; and I find, by your letter, that they them- 
selves (conscious of the extravagance and absurdity of their own propo- 
sals) expected that it would be so. 

The russian project is founded on a supposition that His Majesty would 
be immediately attacked in his german dominions by the king of Prussia, 
on account and in consequence of the disputes subsisting between his prus- 
sian majesty and the King, which relate singly to this country; that the 
assistance of Russia was absolutely necessary; and the conclusion from 
thence was that the russian ministers might ask, whatever terms they 
pleased and they must be complied with. 

As this supposition is without foundation, and as the preservation of 
the public peace, the maintenance of the just rights belonging to each 
party and the rendering the union and alliance between His Majesty and 
the Empress of Russia more solid and useful to both parties are the chief 
view and design of this treaty, the counter project is formed entirely upon 
that principle; wherein the mutual interests of both parties are equally con- 
lident and ample satisfaction given for any extraordinary expence, that 
the Empress of Russia may, at any time, be at on account of this treaty. 

That the interest of Russia is particularly concerned (independently 
of all other considerations) that the peace should be preserved and that 
no further incroachments or acquisitions should be made, in defiance of 
it, by the king of Prussia, sufficiently appears, by the solemn and una- 
nimous opinion of the russian Senate. 

That that can be done, no way, but by having a strong foree in 
Livonia, must be notorious to every body who knows the situation of those 
countries. 

That that was the measure generally followed by Russia, is also 
beyond dispute; and that there was reason to think from many of your 
letters that a force, consisting of 60.000 men, was actually quartered bet- 
ween Narva and Libau, at the time when this negotiation began, is also 
certain. 

From these premises it was very surprising to the King, that a sub- 
sidy of 230.000 pounds per annum should be demanded, singly for ha- 
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ving such a body of troops in those places, where the interest of Russia 
required they should be, and where, from your accounts, His Majesty had 
reason to think they actually were. For, otherwise, it would been very 
improper to have said in my letter of the 9-th of March: «If (upon an 
attack from Russia) the Empress of Russia will assist His Majesty with 
30 or 40 m. men, now quartered in Livonia». But, as the fact comes out 
to be otherwise and as the Empress has (as is alleged) been at very con- 
siderable expence for the march of such a body of troops to Livonia and 
must be at still greater for the maintaining them there for the term of 
four years, His Majesty, in consideration of the great usé that such a 
force so stationed may be of for the preservation of the peace and the 
other purposes abovementioned, is pleased, by a secret article (a draught 
of which I here inelose) to give the large sum of 200.000 pounds ster- 
ling to be paid at two different terms, viz-t: the first 100.000 pounds 
one year after the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty, and the 
other 100.000 at the end of the four years, when the treaty is to expire; 
on condition that the counter project, herewith transmitted to you, shall 
be approved and signed in the terms therein expressed, and that the treaty 
shall be made for four years accordingly, and that His Majesty shall be 
at liberty to send a commissary, once each year, to review the said troops 
so stationed on the frontiers of Livonia. 

I come, now, to explain the particular articles of the counter project, 

You will see that the preamble is conformable to and made upon the 
principles abovementioned, which, may be avowed every where, are hono- 
rable for both parties and cannot give any just offence to any power what- 
soever. 

The first article is only a renewal of the treaty of 1742 and of the 
contingents therein specified. 

The second gives the reason for this additional succour to be held 
in readiness on the frontiers of Livonia. 

The third article relates singly to the galleys. 

The. fourth expressly stipulates that these troops shall not be required, 
but in case of an attack made on the King or his allies, and provides. 
that in that case the russian general shall march on requisition. made by 
His Majesty. 

The fifth determines the casus foederis of the treaty of 1742 to 
extend to the King’s german dominions, if attacked on account of disputes 
or démélés that regard His Majesty’s Kingdom of Great Britain. 

The sixth, and. most material, article relates to the quanfum of the 
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subsidy and stipulates that the subsidy shall not be paid, untill the troops 
shall, in consequence of the requisition, made by the King, have actually 
marched out of the russian dominions. 

His Majesty has fixed the guantum of the subsidy upon what appears 
to be reasonable on both sides, and to be as conformable, as the diffe- 
rence of the circumstances of the case will admit to the precedent of the 
treaty of 1747. 

The maritime powers were then to have 30.000 men to be employed 
in Flanders, for 300.000 pounds per annum. In this case, the King is 
to have 40.000 foot and 15.000 horse, out of which are to be deducted 
the russian contingent of 10.000 foot and 2.000 horse. For, these troops 
are, by the express condition of the 4-th article, not to be required except 
His Majesty or his allies should be attacked; so that the 40.000 foot 
are, by this means, reduced to 30.000; and of the 15.000 horse, now 
proposed, there are not 3.000, which are not irregulars; so that the re- 
gular horse exceed very little the 2.000 horse to be furnished by the 
treaty of 1742. And pa 

The seventh article gives a very ample subsidy of 50.000 pounds 
for those irregulars and the galleys, the troops on board the galleys being 
comprehended in the former article. 

The eighth explains the reason, why nothing is stipulated either for 
the march of the troops or for their subsistance. 

The situation and circumstances of the countries, where these troops 
are to be employed, make both the one and the other unnecessary. 

There is scarce any countrey to pass from that where these troops 
will be quartered, so that where the diversion is to be made, and, as soon 
as they are in the enemy’s country, they will live upon that, at no expence 
to Russia, which was not the case the last war in Flanders; and for 
which reason only it was then thought proper to make an allowance tor 
their march and subsistance so many hundred miles from their own country. 

The ninth article secures to the Empress of Russia His Majesty’s 
contingent in case she is attacked. 

The tenth provides that, in case of a war, the King shall have a 
squadron of men of war in the Baltick. 

The eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth articles are pretty much the 
same with those in the russian project upon those points. 

The 14-th fixes the time of the duration of the treaty for four years. 

The 15-th stipulates the payment of three months subsidy after the 
return of the troops into the russian dominions, agreeably to what is pro- 
posed by the russian project. 
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| have, now, gone through all the articles of the treaty. The seeret 
article, herewith transmitted, you will see is agreeable to what is men- 
tioned in the first part of this letter, to answer the expence which the 
Empress of Russia has very unexpectedly been at. 

This expence, I suppose, is made, made, indeed, directly contrary 
to what you was directed to declare to the russian ministers, and, con- 
sequently, His Majesty is not under the least obligation, in honor, to give 
one single farthing towards the support of it, which ought greatly to raise 
the merit of it. 

The King, however, unwilling that so salutary a measure for the pre- 
servation of the public peace should be lost, and in order to put imselfh 
in a condition, by defensive measures, to support the honor of his crown 
and the just rights of his people, their trade and commerce, disputed and 
threatened from many quarters, has been pleased to consent to it and to 
vive so large a sum as 200.000 pounds to be paid at two payments, pro- 
vided His Majesty can be assured that this body of troops shall remain 
in Livonia, the only place from whence they can operate or be of any 
use, in any european consideration, for the term of four years; during 
Which time it is to be hoped that the peace of Europe may be so settled, 
that all ambitious views to disturb it will, from their disappointment, be 
laid aside and the rights of the King’s crown and the just pretensions of 
His Majesty's subjects be fully and effectually secured and complied with. 

The King cannot doubt, but the russian ministers will see the great 
advantage of these conditions and readily advise the Empr-ss, their mis- 
tress, to accept them, and, upon that persuasion, His Majesty has ordered 
me to send you a full power to conclude this treaty; but it is His Ma- 
jesty’s express order that it should be upon these conditions, and no other 

The subsidies demanded in the russian project, both immediate and 
eventual, are so exorbitant and indecent, that | shall pass them over wi- 
thout entering at all into them. IT shall, only, observe that, if the court 
of Russia should refuse to accept 200.000 pounds for keeping their troops 
four years, where, I hope, they now are and where it is so much for 
their honor and interest that they should be, and afterwards (in case that 
those troops should be required by the King) should refuse a subsidy of 
350.000 pounds for doing that which the Senate of Russia have advised 
without any consideration, a subsily calculated very nearly according to 
the rule and proportion observed in the agreement made with Russia by 
the maritime powers in 1747 for a body of troops to be employed so 
many hundred miles from their own countrey. 





If these conditions are now rejected, the russian ministers will be 
responsible to the Empress, their mistress, for having acted directly con- 
trary to the solemn advice of the Senate, to the known interest of Russia 
and to that of the common cause of Europe; and any ill consequences. 
arising from the miscarriage of this measure, will be to be charged singly 
upon them. The generous offers, now made by His Majesty, will always 
justify the King and any part, which His Majesty may, hereafter, think 
proper trom necessity to take 

| must, in the strongest manner, acquaint you that it is the King’s 
express command that you should give nothing in writing, but what is 
directly prescribed by His Majesty’s orders which you will receive by this 
messenger. By Cleverly. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. M 66. 


Projet de convention etc. 


D’autant que Vamitié sineére et intime qui unit Sa Majesté britan- 
nique et Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies, aussi bien que les 
engagements quelles ont contractés par le traité dalliance défensive de 
année 1742, les obligent en tout temps de veiller a la tranquillité pu- 
blique et a leur sdreté réciproque, et que, dans la conjoncture actuelle 
des affaires, la conservation de la paix générale et la défense de leurs 
états, droits et sujets respectifs leur ont paru exiger nécessairement qu’elles 
se garantissent contre les attaques dont elles pourraient é@tre menacées de 
la part de quelque puissance que ce soit, en s’assurant d'un corps de troupes 
capable de faire une puissante diversion en cas de telles altaques, et comme, 
vu la situation présente, les contingents des secours stipulés par le traité 
sus-mentionné ne rempliraieut point tous les objets susdits: Sa Majesté bri- 
tannique et Sa Majesté Impériale. de toutes les Russies ont jugé conve- 
nable de concerter davance les mesures ultérieures de prévoyance que la 
tranquillité générale et leurs intéréts et sdreté communs paraissent demander, 
et, pour cet effet, elles ont autorisé leurs ministres respectifs, savoir, Sa 
Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne le sieur [two lines blank] et Sa 
Majesté I'Impératrice de toutes les Russies les sieurs [two lines’ blank}. 

Lesquels, s’étant communiqué leurs pleinpouvoirs respectifs et ayant 
conléré ensemble sont convenus des articles suivants. 


Article 1. 


Les hautes parties contractantes renouvellent expressément par cette 
convention le traité dalliance défensive conclu entre elles le 11 Dé- 
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cembre 1742, a Moscou, dans tous ses articles et confirment les stipula- 
tions des secours a donner réciproquement, comme elles sont contenues 
dans l'article 4 du dit traité; lesquels secours seront fournis, de part et 
(autre, de Ja maniére et aux conditions, y énoncées. 


Artiele 2. 


Comme il est porté par Particle 17 ce alliance sus-mentionnée: «que 
si les secours y stipulés ne suffisent point, alors les parties contractantes 
conviendront, sans différer, des secours ultérieurs qu’elles devront se don- 
ner>; et comme cela n’atteindrait pas les buts proposés et qu il pourrait 
arriver des cas qui ne leur laisseraient pas le temps de convenir la-dessus, 
afin d’obvier aux inconvénients qui résulteraient nécessairement d’un pareil 
délai, elles se sont accordées a fixer, dés a présent et a tout événement, 
les moyens de leur défense. Dans cette vue, Sa Majesté Impériale de 
toutes les Russies a non seulement fait marcher vers les frontiéres de la 
Livonie, attenantes a la Lithuanie, mais s’engage aussi d’y tenir, tant que 
cette convention durera, aussi prés de ces frontiéres que les quartiers pour- 
ront le permettre, un corps de ses troupes montant a cinquante cing mille 
hommes, c’est-a-dire, quarante mille hommes d'infanterie de ses troupes 
réglées, munis de l’artillerie nécessaire, et quinze mille de cavalerie, com- 
posée de trois régiments de cuirassiers, de vingt compagnies de grenadiers 
a cheval, de deux régiments de hussards et le reste, de troupes légéres, 
savoir, de Cosaques et de Calmouks, chacun a deux chevaux, autant qu’ll 
faudra pour rendre complets ces quinze mille hommes de cavalerie, de 
sorte que le tout, infanterie ct cavalerie, formera un corps complet de 
cinquante cing mille hommes. 


Article 3. 


Sa Majesté Impériale s engage, en outre, de faire tenir prétes, du- 
rant le temps marqué ci-dessus, sur les cétes de la province sus-mentionnée, 
quarante a cinquante galéres avec I’équipage requis, en état d’agir au pre- 
mier ordre. 


Article 4. 


Le corps de troupes et les galéres, mentionnés dans les deux articles 
précédents, ne devront étre mis en activité, que dans le cas ot Sa Ma- 
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jesté britannique ou aucun de ses alliés serait attaqué; et, dans ce cas-la, 
le général commandant en chef le dit corps, qui pour cet effet sera muni 
d’avance des ordres de Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies, se 
mettra en mouvement dés qu'il recevra la réquisition de la part de Sa 
Majesté britannique, et fera, le plustét qu'il sera possible, une diversion 
avec un corps de trente mille hommes @infanterie, pourvu de l'artillerie 
nécessaire, et avec tous les quinze mille hommes de cavalerie sus-mentionnés, 
et embarquera, en méme temps, les autres dix mille hommes d’infanterie 
sur les quarante a cinquante galeres, pour faire une descente, suivant 
exigence des cas et lutilité du service. 


Article 5. 


En cas que les états de Sa Majesté britannique en Allemagne soient 
envahis, pour des intéréts ou des démélés, qui regardent ses royaumes, 
Sa Majesté Impériale déclare qu’elle considérera une telle invasion, comme 
un cas de lalliance susdite de 1742 et que les dits états y seront compris 
a cet égard. 


Article 6. 


En considération d’une augmentation si importante du secours stipulé 
par le trailé dalliance défensive mentionné ci-dessus, Sa Majesté britan- 
nique promet et s’engage de faire payer a Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes 
les Russies la somme de trois cent mille livres sterling par an, a compter 
du jour que le corps de ses troupes aura passé les froutiéres de ses états, 
en conséquence de la réquisition faite par Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande- 
Bretagne. Cette somme sera payée a Riga, et toujours quatre mois en 
avance, par le commissaire que Sa Majesté britannique tiendra auprés du 
corps auxiliaire, comme sera dit ci-aprés, et le premier payement s’en fera 
le jour que ce corps sortira des états de Sa Majesté Impériale. 


Article 7. 


De plus, en considération de l'utilité que les intéréts de Sa Majesté 
britannique et le service commun pourront retirer du corps de cavalerie 
irrégulire et des galéres dont Sa Majesté Impériale. renforce ce secours, 
Sa Majesté britannique consent de lui faire payer, outre ce qui est accordé 
dans l'article précédent, une somme annuelle de cinquante mille livres ster- 
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ing, & compter du méme jour que ci-dessus et payable de la méme ma- 
niere. 
Article 8. 


Comme Sa Majesté Impériale de toutes les Russies est particuliére- 
ment intéressée a la conservation de la tranquillité du nord et a ce qu il 
n’arrive point dinnovation dans le voisinage de ses états, vu aussi la pro- 
ximité des pays ol la diversion, dont il s’agit, doit, probablement, se faire 
et la facilité que ses troupes auront de subsister, d’abord en pays ennemi, 
elle se charge seule, pendaut une telle diversion, de la subsistance et du 
traitement des dites troupes par mer et par terre, comme aussi de la 
vrosse artillerie dont elles pourront avoir besoin et des détails qui y appar- 


tiennent. 


Article 9. 


Sa Majesté Impériale s’engage de continuer la diversion a faire et 
de ne point rappeler ses troupes, quand méme elle serait attaquée par 
quelqu’autre puissance. De lautre coté, Sa Majesté britannique promet qu’en 


cas que Sa Majesté l’lmpératrice soit troublée dans la dite diversion ou 
quelle soit attaquée elle-méme, Sa Majesté britannique lui fournira d’abord 
ie secours stipulé par le traité de 1742. 


Article 10. 


En cas que, contre toute attente, la guerre vint a s’allumer, Sa Ma- 
jesté britannique s’engage denvoyer dans la mer Baltique une escadre de 
ses vaisseaux d'une force convenable aux circonstances, et l’amiral de cette 
escadre agira de concert avee l'armée impériale russienne, autant qu’elles 
seront a portée Pune de Vautre, 


Article 11. 


Pour faire les payements sus-mentionnés et pour la commodité et la 
promptitude de la correspondance, Sa Majesté britannique tiendra aupres 
du corps auxiliare (qui sera commandé, uniquement, par le général que 
Sa Majesté l'Impératrice mettra a leur téte, duquel dépendra aussi celui 
qui commandera sur Jes galéres) un commissaire, lequel, aussi bien que 
amiral de l’escadre britannique, cn cas qu'il y en ait, sera toujours invité 
et admis aux conseils généraux de guerre et aura d'ailleurs communica- 
tion de tout ce qui peut regarder le service commun. 





5901 — 


Article 12. 


Tout le butin que les troupes russiennes feront sur lennemi, de quelque 
nature et nom quil puisse étre, restera au profit de ces mémes troupes. 
Article 13. 

En cas que ces troupes auxiliaires fussent obligées de toucher, dans 
leur marche, les terres de la république de Pologne, Sa Majesté britan- 
nique se charge du soin de leur obtenir de sa majesté polonaise et de 
la république de Pologne, le libre passage par les dites terres. 


Article 14. 


Cette convention durera lespace de quatre années, a compter du jour 
que les ratifications en seront échangées. 


Article 15. 


Kn cas que ta paix se fit ou que Vobjet de la diversion a faire 
uwexistat plus, avant expiration des quatre années mentionnées  ci-dessus, 
le susdit corps auxiliaire retournera aussi, avant ce temps-la, dans les états 
de Sa Majesté Impériale, et Sa Majesté britannique consent quaprés le 
retour, il jouisse de trois mois du subside acecordé. Mais, dans le cas que 
la paix ne se fit point avant ce terme, alors les parties contractantes cou- 
viendront ultérieurement de la prolongation de cette convention. 


Article 16. 


La présente convention sera ratifiée etc. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. A 66. 


Article secret. 


Comme Sa Majesté I’Impératrice de toutes les Russies a fait repré- 
senter & Sa Majesté britannique que la marche des troupes, tant infanteric 
que cavalerie, stipulées dans le traité signé aujourd'hui, vers les tron- 
titres de la Livonie, comme aussi lartillerie, avee ce qui y appartient, dont 
Sa Majesté Impériale s’est chargée, et la dépense requise pour les y entre- 
tenir pendant quatre années, aussi bien que les préparatifS nécessaires pour 
lenir prétes les galéres durant le dit terme ont déja codté et doivent codter 
encore de grands frais par dessus ce qu'il aurait fallu autrement pour le 
service ordinaire de ces troupes. 

En considération de ce que dessus et de la grande utilité dont sera 
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le séjour d'un tel corps de troupes dans la province susdite, pour le terme 
de quatre années, et pour mettre Sa Majesté Impériale d’autant plus en 
état d’en suppléer les frais, Sa Majesté britannique a bien voulu s'engager 
et s'engage, par cet article, de fournir la somme de deux cent mille livres 
sterling indépendamment du subside promis par le traité pour ces troupes, 
lorsquelles seront en activité, de laquelle somme cent mille livres sterling 
seront payées une année aprés l’échange des ratifications, et les autres 
cent mille livres sterling a lVexpiration des quatre années que ce traité 
doit durer. Bien entendu qu'il sera libre & Sa Majesté britannique d’envoyer, 
une fois chaque année, dans Ja dite province de Livonie un commissaire 
pour voir et examiner le nombre et |’état des dites troupes. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 311. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 2-d Oetober 1753 


Secret. Sir. You will have seen, by my letter of the 24-th of 
August, by the austrian courier, how justly dissatisfied the King was with 
your conduct in consequence of His Majesty’s orders sent you in my letter 
of the 9-th of March last. : 

I hope, you will have been so fully convinced of your mistake, that 
it is altogether unnecessary to give you the strictest charge to adhere, 
in every thing, to the letter of the orders now sent you. It is, in that 
firm persuasion, that the King has thought proper to trust you with the 
execution of them. 

The offers which you are authorised to make of the two conside- 
rable sums of 100.000 pounds sterling each (the one to be paid, at the 
end of the first year and the other at the end of the fourth, when the 
treaty expires) and of the subsidy of 350.000 pounds for the troops, 
when they shall enter into His Majesty’s pay upon requisition from the 
King, are so ample, that it is not to be supposed that the court of Russia 
can refuse them or make any objection to them. And, therefore, His Ma- 
jesty forbids you, upon pain of his highest displeasure, to let anything 
drop either to the russian or austrian ministers, or to any person who 
may convey it to them, that you are not enjoined by your orders to 
break off the negotiation, and send back your courier with an account 
that you have done so, if any alteration is made, either in the articles 
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of the counter project, or in the seeret article relating to the 200.000 
pounds. But, in case you shall fiud that it is absolutely impossible to con- 
clude upon the foot of the counter project and the secret article, as they 
now stand, and not otherwise, you may agree that the last 100.000 
pounds, which was to be paid at the end of the fourth year, should be 
paid at the end of the second; provided it is expressed in the article that 
the King shall be at liberty to send a commissary, the two remaining 
years, to see and inspect the troops in their quarters, that His Majesty 
may be satisfied as to their numbers and the places of their quarters. 

In this case the wh le two hundred thousand pounds will be paid 
within two years from the exchange of the ratilications. By Cleverly. 
P. R. O. Russia, 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 312. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 2-d October 1753. 


Very secret. Sir. | acquainted you, in my last very secret letter. 


iv answer to that which | had received from you upon the subject of 
the great chancellor, that | should send you His Majesty’s pleasure upon 
that head, at the same time, that [I should transmit to you the counter 
project of the treaty. 

The King having given up the bond, the ten thousand pounds, for- 
merly lent, are by that release an absolute gift, now, to count Bestuchet. 

You was further authorised to promise 2.500 pounds upon the si- 
gning of the treaty and 2.500 more upon the march of the troops. Besides 
a further expectation in case the great chancellor should deserve it, by 
lessening the quantum of the subsidy to be given for the troops, when 
taken into pay. Siuce that, His Majesty has been pleased to offer 200.000 
pounds to the Empress of Russia fer the march and continuance of the 
troops in Livonia for four years; so that indeed the merit of m-r de Bes- 
{uchef will be the less, when the King gives the Empress, his mistress, 
so great a consideration. But however, as His Majesty has offered 2.500 
pounds at two diflerent periods, | may now acquaint you that the King 
will put these two sums together and make a present of 5.000 pounds 
to the great chancellor, if he shall procme the treaty to be made and 
ratified upon the terms and conditions, contained in the counter project 
now sent you, inclosed in my other letter. 
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But, if the treaty miscarries, whatever money may have been raised 
by the chancellor in consequence of the hopes, given him by you, in case 
the treaty had succeeded, will then turn upon himself and be to be reim- 
bursed by him. And if you represent this to him in this light, it must 
engage him for his own sake to exert himself upon this occasion. 

You seem not to doubt the great chancellor’s power, his interest is 
certainly as clear, as his power, and if he has the power, and it is his 
interest, I should hope that you would not have any great difficulty in 
making it his inclination to do so. 

You say, that «the sum in your opinion should not be small, 
and then you are very much mistaken or it will stagger him and 
make him exert his utmost endeavours to have things concluded 
upon the foot. His Majesty shall propose». 

Five thousand pounds cannot be reckoned a small sum, especially 
after the release of the bond for 10.000. 

M-r Keith and the court of Vienna know nothing of any letter to 
you, but the great one, inclosing the counter project; and you will, the 
refore, keep the contents of the others an absolute secret from the impe- 
rial ambassador at Moscow. By Cleverly. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. X 66. 


Me 313. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 2-d October 1753. 


Most secret. Sir. | am, in the greatest confidence, to acquaint you 
that I know for certain that the King of Prussia is under the greatest 
alarm, that he says that the russian troops in Livonia encrease every day 
and that he concludes that the agreement between the King and the Empress 
of Russia must be made, though he has no certain knowledge of it. It 
would, therefore, be the most unfortunate thing, if, in these circumstances, 
this negotiation should now miscarry from the obstinacy of the court of 
Russia and the extravagance of their demands. I hope, therefore, you will 
exert your utmost ability and attention to prevent it. You know upon what 
conditions it may be concluded and you must, therefore, know, whose 
fault it will be, if it miscarries. 

I must, upon this occasion, put you in mind that you gave it as your 
opinion, the last year, that a subsidy of 50.000 pounds a year would 
be accepted. What is now proposed is, at least, equal to that, in all events; 
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besides the very advantageous conditions in case the troops should be 
employed. 

There are many other considerations now that did not exist then; 
which make it the interest of the Empress and of the russian minister 
to accept these conditions. 

[ am amazed that | have heard nothing further from you of the 
march of the russian troops, nor any thixg relating to this negotiation, 
since the departure of Money from Moscow. By Cleverly. P. R. O. Russia. 
1753. N 66. 


Ne 314. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 23-d September (4-th October) 1753 


My lord. On Sunday last general Bretlack, the imperial ambassador, 
had a courier from his court, by whom I received the honor of your grace’s 
several letters of the 24-th August, but my astonishment at the contents 
of them is so great, that I must beg to be excused from returning my 
answer, untill the arrival of the other dispatches which were soon to follow. 
When these come to hand, I shall write to your grace upon all the points 
which seem to give you so much uneasiness, and with the freedom beco- 
ming a man, who is conscious of his warm and, at the same time, my 
lord, permit me to say, prudent zeal for the King’s and the nation’s service. 
R. 3-d November. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 12-th October 1753. 

All in cypher. Sir. | received, since my last of the 2-d instant, 
your letters of the 30-th of August and 10-th September last n. s. 

I cannot conceal from you the King’s surprise, that at so critical a 
conjuncture, as the present, when letters from almost every court are full 
of the march of the russian troops to. the frontiers of Livonia and are 
assigning causes for it, you should continue your silence, either as to their 
numbers, their setting out, their progress, or the supposed time of their 
arrival in Livonia, or whether any particular general officer is appointed 
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to command them. And it is the more extraordinary that, as you had 
had an opportunity of being alone with the great chancellor at his country 
house, you should send no account of any thing that had passed, either 
relating to your negotiation, or to any one single point of business of 
importance. For it is very immaterial to the King or the public, whether 
there is one or two treaties subsisting between Moscovy and Sweden. 

His Majesty has received an intelligence for which the King hopes 
that there can be no foundation, though His Majesty has ordered me to 
send you an account of if. 

It is given out that ihe Empress of Russia is grown quite weary ol 
business aud that she has entirely lost her steadiness and personal au- 
thority; so that the great chancellor is unable to do any thing of moment 
and but carely keeps his post. That there is a scheme on foot to transfer 
the administration of affairs, if possible, to the grand duke, by the means 
of the french party; to which end m-r HoMuer is to be placed about his 
royal highness by the recommendation of the king of Sweden. And, as 
the presence of a french minister is necessary to form, animate and direet 
the party, it is proposed to send an aceredited person to the grand duke 
upon pretence of negotiating a treaty of commerce between France and 
the dutchy of Holstein, since the court of France cannot, at present, address 
a minister immediately to the Empress. 

The great view is to detach Russia from her present allies, to unite 
the three northern powers and to make them all dependent upon France. 
The great chancellor's fall, you may imagine, is a necessary part of this 
supposed design; from whence I conclude, they would infer, that all the 
chancellor's enemies are to take part in it. And, if one could give any 
credit to such a notion, one should necessarily conclude that this m-r 
Maubrun, whose arrival and stay at Moscow cannot but give some suspi- 
cion, is concerned in this affair. 

Though the King is persuaded that these intrigues, if really set on 
foot, will miscarry of themselves; yet His Majesty would have you com- 
municate this letter to the great chancellor. One may easily imagine, from 
Whence these schemes, if there are any such, originally took their rise. 
lt, therefore, deserves the chancellor's utmost attention, to prevent any 
appearances, either on the part of the Empress, or in that of the grand 
duke, which may give the least encouragement to the french and prus- 
sian party to make any such attempts; for, the very surmise of them will 
not fail to do mischief and to lessen the weight and credit of the court 
of Russia, and to discourage their friends in all places, 
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M-r Bestuchef will, undoubtedly, take care to have m-r Maubrun very 
narrowly watched; and. perhaps, it would be advisable to send him out 
of the country; as there is reason to think that he may be employed upon 
some secret commission. It is remarkable that, some time ago, | acquain- 
led you that it was thought that the court of France had a design to 
renew a correspondence with Russia by the means of a person who was 
to be sent under a pretence of negotiating some business with the grand 
duke, as duke of Holstein, and that that is now made a part of the pre- 
sent scheme; and it is a material circumstance that there is actually at 
Moscow a french gentleman who appears to be a man of sense and con- 
sideration, whose busiuess is not Known and who, possibly, may be the 
person designed to be charged with the abovementioned commission to the 
grand duke, though he has not yet thought proper publicly to declare it. 

Upon -your communicating that intelligence to the great chancellor, 
he, then, told you that the Empress would stop any such person upon 
the frontiers and not sufler him to come into her dominions. The sending 
m-r Maubrun away in a civil manner (for which many pretences might 
be taken) would not be so strong a part as that and might, probably, 
be the best and shortest way of defeating any attempts of this kind. 


It is His Majesty’s pleasure that you should send constant accounts, 
by every post, of what passes and that you should be very particular, 
as to every thing that relates to the russian troops, which are supposed 
to be on their march towards the frontiers of Livonia. P. R. O. Russia. 
1753. Ne 66. 


Papier de réflexions remis par le comte de Colloredo le 5 Septembre 
1753 (copie). 


Réflexions. 


Le sort de l'Europe est actuellement entre les mains de la cour de 
Londres. La siveté commune, la guerre ou la paix, tout, enfin, va dé- 
pendre du parti qu’elle prendra sur le projet de convention qui vient de 
lui étre proposé de la part de la cour de Pétersbourg. 

Aucune des considérations possibles sur important objet, dont il s’agit, 
n'échappera, sans doute, a la. supériorité des lumiéres. de Sa Majesté  bri- 
tannique, a la prudence de son ministére et au zéle de la nation anglaise 
pour tout ce qui intéresse sa liberté et celle de ses allies. 

On est tres éloigné, par conséquent, Wimaginer pouvoir rien suggeérer 
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que la cour de Londres wait pensé d’avance. Mais il est des circonstances 
dans lesquelles, par la moindre dissimulation, on manquerait a ce que l'on 
se doit entre amis, et celle dont il s’agit est si bien de ce genre, si 
importante et si délicate et méme si décisive, que l'on croit ne pouvoir 
se dispenser de lui communiquer sans réserve les réflexions que lon a 
faites sur la matiére. 

La cour de Vienne sent fort bien qu’il doit étre embarrassant et dif- 
ficile a celle de Londres d’aceorder, en temps de paix, un subside d'un 
million d’écus d’Hollande par an et trois millions en cas de guerre pour 
un corps de troupes russiennes, indépendamment du considérable objet de 
leur entretien. Elle se met a sa place, elle ne se dissimule aucune des 
difficultés qu'il peut y avoir, elle est méme trés convaincue que telle deé- 
pense queleonque qui pourrait faire tort. a un allié tel que Angleterre, 
pui en ferait a elle-méme; et si ccla peut étre agréable & Sa Majesté bri 
tannique, elle n’épargnera point les instances les plus pressantes pour porter 
la cour de Pétersbourg a donner les mains a des conditions moins onéreuses. 

Mais lorsqu’elle réféchit cependant en méme temps, sans prévention 
sur l'immense utilité de la convention, et, en méme temps, sur les dan- 
gers et le tort irréparable qui résuiteraient de l’épargne de la somme en 
question, elle ne saurait  envisager que comme une vérité incontestable. 
que jamais, en temps de paix, dépense n’aurait été faite plus a propos et 
que la nation, ainsi que la cause commune en retirerait des avantages 
inestimables. 

La France ne peut faire la guerre avec apparence de sueces, quen 
autant que par le moyen du roi de Prusse elle pourra compter diviser les 
forces alli¢es. Ce prince étant done dans le cas de devoir rester tranquille, 
on peut répondre, pour ainsi dire, du maintien de la tranquillité générale, 
et il est pourvu, par conséquent, par ce moyen, s'il existe, & la sdreté de 
la nation anglaise et a celle des alliés en général. 

Moyennant un million d’écus d’Hollande par an, |’Angleterre disposera 
non seulement de 60 m., mais méme de 150 m. hommes des troupes 
faciles a recruter et de la meilleure espece. Elle décidera de la balance 
(ans le nord, dans toute l'Europe méme, et disposera a son gré des Russes 
quelle gouvernera en ce cas et qui ne pourront prendre aucune mesure 
militaire sans sa volonté. 

La somme d'un million d’écus peut done étre regardée comme un 
moyen d’épargne certain de millions sans nombre que codterait nécessal- 
rement une nouvelle guerre possible tous les jours, attendu la fagon de 
penser et les projets notoires des ennemis de la cause commune. 
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La cour de Londres est trop éclairée pour pouvoir -perdre de vue et 
oublier un instant, quelles que puissent é@tre les mancuvres politiques ct 
les protestations de la France, que le commerce et la puissance de la 
nation anglaise sont constamment le principal objet de son attention et de 
sa jalousie, que l’affaiblissement et la destruction de l'un et de l'autre est 
son but invariable, et quelle y parviendrait. s'il lui réussissait d’arréter ou 
(’affaiblir seulement t6t ou tard la source de puissants secours et diver- 
sions, la plus féconde et la plus importante que puisse avoir la cause 
commune. 

Jamais le danger n’en a été plus prochain. La cour de Londres sait, 
a nen pouvoir douter, quels sont actuellement les pernicieux projets de la 
France et du roi de Prusse et que l’on est dans le cas de ne pas pouvoir 


compter raisonnablement.*pour ainsi dire, du jour au Jendemain, sur la 
durée de la tranquillité publique. 

Le seul moyen, mais infaillible, de mettre fin a un état si violent, 
cest de tenir le roi de Prusse en échec, en lui opposant une puissance 
aussi considérable que la Russie. Cela suppose, il n’est pas vraisemblable, 
qu'il s'exposera au risque dune guerre, ct en ce cas, il lest également 


que la France abandonnera lidée de ses vastes projets. 

On croit douc pouvoir conclure que, tout comme on doit s’attendre 
a une guerre universelle, s'il arrivait que les troupes russiennes rentras- 
sent dans lintérieur de la monarchie, il] n'y en a nulle a craindre, si la 
convention peut avoir lieu, | 

L’appréhension seule dune guerre possible et les incertitudes qui en 
résultent génent et entrainent souvent des suttes trés facheuses daus les 
mesures du cabinet. Que nen résulterait-il pas, si elles se réalisaient? Les 
conséquences, sans doeute, les plus sérieuses et les plus tristes pour la cause 
commune et les intéréts de la nation anglaise en particulier. 

Un subside d'un million d’éeus décidera done de la guerre ou de la 
paix, en rendra la cour de Londres Varbitre, pourra épargner, en méme 
lemps, & la nation des sommes immenses et la mettre a couvert des dan- 
vers de la perte ou au moins de Vaffaiblissement de son commerce; et 
comme tot ou tard, aussi bien s'il survenait une guerre, on ne pourra pas 
se passer de la Russie et que lon sera, par conséquent, dans le cas de 
devoir lui accorder peut-éire des conditions plus fortes encore, si on est 
pressé par le besoin, le meilleur et seul moyen de les éparguer parait étre 
celui d’accorder le subside en question. 

La cour de Vienne pense done que l'article de ce subside de paix 
pour les troupes russiennes est lobjet le plus important et que c’est sur 
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ce point qu'il pourrait convenir d’étre plus facile et de tacher de satisfaire 


la Russie. 

De larrangement dailleurs de la. convention, indépendamment de la 
guerre ou de la paix, l’Angleterre en retirerait encore beaucoup d’autres 
avantages trés importants. 

La gloire de Ja nation anglaise veut que son différend avec le roi de 
Prusse soit terminé convenablement; cela sera dés que ce prince verra la 
fermeté anglaise ¢tayée par une armée auxiliaire aussi formidable. 

L’Augleterre augmentera par la son crédit et sa considération vis-a-vis 
de toute l'Europe; elle rendra ses ennemis plus mesurés, enhardira et encou- 
ragera tous ceux de son parti. 

On sait, de science certaine, que le ton qu’a pris le roi de Prusse, 
a l'occasion de son différend avec l’Angleterre, n’est dd qu’a la circonstance 
que les forces de la Russie se trouvaient dans lintérieur de l’Empire et 
qu’a l’avis qu'il croyait certain que les Tartares aient déja commencé des 
hostilités vis-a-vis de cette puissance, il n’avait plus rien a craindre de ce 
cdté-la. Mais il est apparent que, quoiqu'il ne perde jamais de vue son objet, 
il changera de ton et se gardera bien d’exécuter ses menaces, dés qu'il 
verra les troupes rasses a portée et prétes a donner, au besoin. 

Les diflérends qui subsistent encore entre la France et l’Angleterre et 
auxquels le commerce des deux nations donne occasion tous les jours, pren- 
(draient bientét aussi une face plus favorable. 

La cour de Dresde qui n’attend pour se décider sur son accession at 
traité délensif de Pétersbourg que le sort de cette négociation ne balan 
cerait plus vraisemblablement et a celle de Madrid, entre autres, des me- 
sures de |’Angleterre aussi solides que le seraient celles dont il s’agit ne 
pouvant qu’y augmenter considérablement le erédit dela nation, étre trés 
favorables dans les oceasions aux intéréts de son commerce. 

Enfin, la cour de Vienne croirait manquer essentiellement a Sa Ma- 
jesté britannique qui a bien voulu la requérir de lui communiquer ses idées 
sur le moyen de renforcer Valliance et d’affermir le systéme de la cause 
commune, si elle lui dissimulait quelle ne voit et ne connait aucun autre 
moyen capable de produire cet effet salutaire, d’autant plus désirable qu'il 
devient, de jour en jour, plus nécessaire que celui d’opposer aux mesures 
solides et essentielles de nos ennemis, des mesures défensives qui ne le 
soient pas mvins; attendu que la France et le roi de Prusse sont notoire 
ment en état de metire en campagne, de jour a autre, de nombreuses armées; 
que la France prodigue en tout lien des subsides et tient a sa disposition 
des troupes auxiliaires, méme au sein de |’Allemagne; que sa majeste 
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Vimpératrice, quoiqu’elle fasse tous ses efforts pour étre aussi puissamment 
armée quelle l'est, n’est néanmoins pas en état de pouvoir tenir, elle seule, 
contre un si grand nombre de voisins puissants et que malgré toute la 
dépense que l’Angleterre pourrait étre disposée a faire, le cas de guerre 
effective existant, l’on serait exposé ou a ne point trouver du tout le nombre 
de troupes nécessaires, si on attendait le moment d’é@tre pressé par le be- 
soin, ou au moins a ne pas les trouver assez promptement pour parer les 
coups qui pourraient étre portés & Tun ou a l'autre des alliés. 

Il est done tres certain, moyennant toutes les vérités dont on vient 
de faire mention, et qui sont dautant plus facheuses qu’elles sont incon- 
testables, que le mal est grand. 

Heureusement cependant, non seulement il nest pas sans reméde, mais 
il en est un, et il est infaillible. 

Que la cour de Londres en accordant, si elle le peut, a la Russie le 
subside de paix, qui se trouvera é@tre nécessaire, se mette dans le cas 
de pouvoir disposer du corps considérable de troupes qui lui est offert, et 
il sera pourvu a tout, 

La paix. ainsi que la liberté commune, pourra dés lors étre regardée 
comme assurée, et un corps d'état aussi respectable mettra le comble a la 
sloire et & la considération de Sa Majesté britannique et de la nation 
anglaise vis-a-vis de toutes les cours de l'Europe, 

Mais si, tout au contraire, malheureusement on ne s’arrangeait pas 
sur la convention, alors la Russie n’étant point en état de tenir longtemps 
ses troupes rassemblées en Courlande et en Livonie et encore beaucoup 
moms d’exécuter la levée de 60) m. hommes de recrues, bien loin de re- 
cueillir tous les avantages susdits, on s’attirerait certainement de sa_ part 
le reproche amer de lavoir engagée dans les frais considérables; on per- 
drait vraisemblablement le grand chancelier Bestouchef. Il en résulterait peut- 
étre de plus facheux événements encore, du moment que la Russie verrait 
quelle ne doit plus se flatter d’aucun subside; et il serait & souhaiter enfin, 
si cela pouvait arriver, quil wedt jamais été question de la marche des 
troupes russes; puisque n’étant pas a douter ‘que la France et le roi de 
Prusse ne prennent des mesures réelles a l’avenant, il est clair que si la 
marche susdite n’avait pas lieu ou ne pouvait étre soutenue, Vou serait 
beaucoup plus mal, que l'on n’aurait été, s'il n’en avait jamais été question. 

A Dieu ne plaise que cela n’arrive! Un pareil événement entrainerait 
la perte du crédit et de la considération vis-a-vis de nos amis et de nos 
ennemis et mille autres suites affreuses a imaginer pour le maintien du 
systéme. 
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La cour de Vienne a une trop haute idée des grandes vues et de la 
pénétration de Sa Majesté britannique, pour ne pas se flatter qu'elle prendra 
dans cette occasion qui décidera, quant a présent, de la guerre ou de la 
paix et pour toujours de la sireté de tous et un chacun des alliés, le seul 
parti capable de sauver Ja cause commune, et elle espére aussi que la 
cour de Londres prendra en bonne part la communication amiable de ses 
reflexions sur cet important objet. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 314. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 7-th (18-th) October 1753. 


My lord. | received, by the fast post, the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 18-th September. As soon as the great chancellor comes to town 
| shall not fail to communicate to him the advices you have received of 
the forwardness, in which the negotiation for renewing the french treaty 
of subsidy with Sweden is and that there will, in all probability, be an article 
in it relating to Poland and the case of the vacancy of the throne there. 


It will be, also, proper and necessary that I should discourse him upon 
the subject of the Frenchman Maubrun, whom your grace mentions in your 
abovementioned letter, for advices, from all parts, speak of him, as of a 
very dangerous man; but he begins not to be thought so here, for not- 
withstanding the orders given to have all his motions very narrowly watched, 
he is suffered to creep and insinuate himself, as a man of letters into the 
acquaintance and family of persons here of the first distinction and, in 
particular, with a declared young favourite now about the Empress, to 
whom the great chancellor himself is obliged to pay the greatest court. 
This man gives out that he had been banished France for some. satirical 
writings he has published, and at the same time affects to speak very ill 
of that court, all which may be language he has been taught to hold, 
in order to conceal the better the commission he is charged with, though 
there are several here inclined to believe that what he says is true. 

As I find, by your grace’s abovementioned letter, that you were in 
expectation of receiving, soon, from me an answer to your dispatch of the 
24-th of August upon those I wrote by Money, the messenger, | must 
repeat what I said, in mine of the 4-th instant n. s., tha‘, untill the 
arrival of the other dispatches, which were soon to follow, it will be dif- 
ficult for me to do it, for the ministers, here, will not explain themselves, 
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untill they see the terms and conditions of His Majesty's counter project; 
besides, the great chancellor is in the country; however, | have informed 
him, in general, through a trusty person, who goes between us, of some 
of the principal points of your grace’s letter of the 24-th August, in order 
to prepare him for the King’s counter project and to induce him to exert 
his best endeavours with the Empress, his mistress, that she may enter 
into the reasonable proposals which shall be made by His Majesty, but 
| have received no answer yet with respect to the march of the russian 
troops into Livonia. | had said so much of the orders issued for that pur- 
pose, several weeks before Money, the messenger, left this place, that | 
thought it needless to repeat the same in the dispatches | wrote by that 
messenger or in any of my letters since, especially as you had a con- 
firmation of these advices by the promemoria of the 2-d July, signed by 
the two chancellors, which went by Money, the messenger. | have, now, 
before me a list of all the regiments which should be in that province in 
consequence of the abovementioned orders, consisting of three regiments of 
cuirassiers, 13 regiments of dragoons and 22 regiments of foot, exclusive 
of six thousand irréguliers. If these regiments be compleat and upon the 
foot they ought, according to the lists I sent your grace in November last, 
they must make near seventy thousand men; but, unless I had the mustering 
of them or the monthly returns, | cannot answer for the numbers, nor, he- 
reafter, pretend to affirm, if all these corps be got to the places of their 
destination, which lye at near two hundred german miles distance from me. 

This I can assure your grace to be true. First, that not two months 
ago, near three hundred of the choicest men were draughted out of the 
regiments here in Moscow and sent to Livonia, to fill up part of the non- 
effective in the regiments there; and 2-dly, that about the same time arrived 
here an express from Revel, to acquaint the Empress that fifty of her 
best gallies lay ready in that harbour, to put to sea at an hour’s war- 
ning, upon any expedition she should be pleased to order. 

The general who is to have the command in chief of this army is 
not yet appointed; whenever he is, the choice will in all probability fall 
upon general Apraxin, but they will not be, here, at the expence of ua- 
ming general officers, nor proceeding to the raising the sixty thousand 
recruits, they want, to compleat their whole army, before they see if the 
proposals that shall be made by His Majesty will defray, in part, these 
and many other extraordinary expences which they must unavoidably run 
into, if, from being on the defensive, they put themselves in a condition 


to act offensively. R. 21-st November. Russia. 1753. M 66. 
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Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 14-th (25-th) October 1753 


My lord. Towards the latter end of last week, the great chancellor 
‘ame to town with an intention to stay here the whole winter. He has 
not thought proper, yet, fo give me an opportunity of speaking to him, 
but, two days ago, I received a message from him in answer to mine 
acquainting him, in general, with some of the principal points of your 
grace’s dispatch of the 24-th August, by the austrian courier. 

With respect to the displeasure | had ineurred for taking upon me. 
without orders, to give a memorial in writing, the great chancellor desired 
me to tell your grace that it is impossible you should be unacquainted 
that, at this court, there are only two methods of transacting affairs with 
foreign ministers, which are equally the same: the one, by way of pro- 
memoria; the other, in a conference with him and the vice-chancellor. 
where every thing is taken down at protocodlum; that, were this not the 
established rule, his, the great chancellor’s, surprise would not be the less 
great at it’s being expected in England, that, upon a loose verbal report, 
he should have taken upon himself, without the privity and communica- 
tion of the other ministers of his department, to induce the Empress to 
enter into measures of such great importance, as those proposed, which. 
without any extraordinary or unforeseen events, may engage this Empire 
in three wars at once. That he was persuaded, your grace would be as 
cautious in any affair which might be attended with the same consequences, 
with regard to England; therefore, he must, freely, declare to your grace 
that, if we were not content, in England, to conform to the established 
method of treating affairs here, the best way would be to give over all 
thoughts of having any serious or important transactions between the two 
courts. For, in any affairs, on which it was necessary the Empress should 
come to a resolution, he would not take the least step, unless they were 
proposed to him in one of the abovementioned methods. 

As to the point relating to the subsidy demanded here, which | sent 
word to the great chancellor was thought very exorbitant for the reason’s 
alleged in your grace’s abovementioned letter of the 24-th August, he de- 
sired your grace should be acquainted that he could not explain himsel/ 
upon this article or make any the least use of the sentiments of our court 
upon it, before he had seen the counter project I expected soon to receive 
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and untill, then, he hoped I would not take it amiss, if he refused 
seeing me. 

In the message | sent the great chancellor having dwelt much upon 
the unanimous opinion of the Senate, he is, I find, in a great alarm, lest, 
an improper use should be made of that paper and desires | would write 
to your grace that, if when the counter project comes, you found any of 
the arguments to persuade this court to enter into it upon the abovemen- 
tioned paper, he cannot charge himself with one or the other that your 
grace may easily guess, from whom I received that paper and that it 
would be a very ill return for his confidence, to make any use of it which 
may expose and, perhaps, ruin him. As the imperial ambassador talks of 
dispatching a courier one day next week, | shall make use of that opportu- 
nity to answer all the other points of your grace’s letter of the 24-th August. 

This day at noon, genera! Bretlack went with the usual ceremonies 
to the castle and had his audience of leave of the Empress, and next 
Sunday is fixed for count Esterhasy’s having his first audience. 

One day last week died here doctor Boerhave, Her Imperial Majesty’s 
first. physician. R. 23-d November. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. % 66. 


NM 318. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 26-th October 1753 


All in cypher. Sir. Though | suppose the chancellor Bestuchet may 
have had fuller accounts from the russian minister at the Porte, yet His 
Majesty has ordered me to sen! you an extract of m-r Porter's last letter, 
whereby you will see the insinuations which the french ambassador is 
making upon the supposed mareh of the Russians to Livonia; which, ho- 
wever, do not appear to have made any great impression. 

It is now said that the report of the march of a great body of rus- 
sian troops into Livonia was without foundation and that there were no 
more than were necessary, to make up the numbers which were usually 
kept there. ; 

I cannot conceal from you that the King is extremely dissatisfied 
that he has, yet, no certain account from you with relation to the march 
of these troops and that you have neither contradicted, nor confirmed what 
you said about them so many months ago, so that His Majesty is abso- 
lutely at a loss what judgement to make upon it. 
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PS. \t is His Majesty’s express command that) you should, forth- 
with, send an account of the numbers of the russian troops which were 
in Livonia before the orders which you mentioned, to have been given, 
in your letter of the 4-th of June last n. s., and, also, of the numbers 
which have been actually sent thither in consequence of those orders, and 
when they went and, at what time they arrived there. P. R. 0. Russia. 
1753. Ne 66. 


N 319. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 


Whitehall. 6-th November 1753. 

All in cypher. Sir. | received on Saturday last your letter of 23-d 
September (4-th October), by which I find that you had had my letters 
of the 24-th of August by an austrian courier. 

You will not be surprised that His Majesty was dissatisfied with some 
expressions in your letter, when you consider that what | wrote to you 
was by the King’s express command and that the disapprobation of your 
conduet was by His Majesty’s order. 

| am sorry that, notwithstanding, you saw by my letter of the 24-th 
of August, that the King expected to have had some account from you 
of the number of troops that had actually marched towards the frontiers 
of Livonia; you should not have made the least mention of it in your 
letter, so that His Majesty still remains in the same uncertainty he was 
in, When | wrote and I am afraid may continue so for some time, as 
you said that you should defer writing any thing untill the arrival of the 
counter project, an event which, from the nature and importance of it 
must have been uncertain, as to the time, and in fact the counter pro- 
ject was not dispatched from hence, untill six weeks after the sending 
away those orders; and the arrival of it at Moscow was not, in the least, 
material for enabling you to send the King the necessary informations 
with regard to the march of the russian troops. 

I will, however, hope that upon reflection and in consequence of the 
repeated orders which you will have received, you will send some account 
of the march of the russian troops, whether it has yet taken place and 
in what manner; for, at present, that whole affair appears very misterious 
to the King and His Majesty will probably remain in the same uncer- 
tainty about it for two months longer, if you wait for the arrival of the 
counter project, before you send any further accounts of it. 





I acquainted you in several of my letters with the intelligence which 
| have received of the methods proposed by the court of France to renew 
their correspondence with Russia and to bring that court into their views 
and interests and those of the king of Prussia. | have, now, reason to 
think that one abbé Minoret, who was put about the elector of Cologne 
and who was employed by France to detach that elector from his alliance 
with the King, about three years ago (in which he succeeded), was lately 
at Hamburgh and is now gone or going to Copenhagen and, from thence, 
is to proceed to Moscow, undoubtedly upon a secret commission. 

He has been lately at Berlin and has received his instructions from 
the king of Prussia, himself. You will, therefore, immediately acquaint the 
great chancellor with this intelligence; and I suppose, -he will take care, 
according to the assurances which he gave you, to have this person stopped, 
as soon as he arrives upon the frontiers of the Kmpress’s dominions. But 
if notwithstanding any precautions which the great chancellor may take, 
the abbé Minoret should get to Moscow, you will use your utmost endea- 
vours to inform yourself of his business and to prevent his doing any 
mischief. The King can have no doubt, but you will find the great chan- 
cellor ready to exert himself to the utmost in order to prevent so dan- 
gerous a person from being suffered to come to Moscow; and that he will 
lake eflectual care to disappoint the success of his commission. He cer- 
tainly will be an agent and instrument of the king of Prussia and is sent 
by him to Moscow. M-r Titley is directed to send you all the intelligence 
Which he can procure about him ‘). P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


Ne 320. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moncow. 1-st (12-th) November 1753. 


My lord. The austrian courier, by whom I proposed writing to your 
grace (as I acquainted you in my letter of the 25-th past), by the usual 
delay, which the dispatch of all kind of business meets at this court, is 
still here, and | suspect, very much, he has been detained, in part, on 
my account; for on Thursday last, most unexpectedly, | was called to a 
conference with the two chancellors, where I was asked, in a peevish 
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manner, if I had yet received no answers from England to the dispatches 
1 sent by Money, the messenger, on the 18-th July last n. s. That the 
time drew near, that they were to raise the sixty thousand recruits they 
want to compleat their army and which could only be done in this season 
of the year. For, if they went about it in the summer, they should lose 
several thousand boors who, as on former occasions, would run and hide 
themselves in the woods, not to be inlisted and afterwards, especially on 
the side of Poland, steal out of the country. 

My answer was very short, that your grace had acknowledged the 
receipt of the abovementioned dispatch and acquainted me that the King 
had ordered a counter proiect to be prepared, in whirh due regard would 
be had to what was reasonable on both sides. As soon as I received it. 
I would communicate it to their excellencies. This was all | thought proper 
to say in the presence of the vice-chancellor, so the conference was very 
short. But before | went away the great chancellor told me, with the same 
ill humour he had shown in the beginning of this conference, that I should 
soon be further acquainted with the Empress’s thoughts upon this extra- 
ordinary delay of my court in an affair of such very great consequence, 
but | have not heard from his excellencey since and | hope now to fur- 
nish him matter for new thoughts. For, yesterday morning, very early, 
Cleverly, the messenger, arrived here and delivered to me your grace’s 
several letters of the 2-d October n. s. The same evening | sent word of 
it to the great chancellor and that, as the counter project | expected was 
come, I hoped he would give me an opportunity of speaking to him and 
to him alone, as soon as possible, so that I am now waiting for his answer. 

I received, also, by the Jast post, the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 12-th October n. s. and shall not fail to make a proper use of 
the contents of it, when I see the great chancellor, In general, I will, 
however observe io your grace that, if you consider how much we have 
been all scattered, this last summer, it will not appear surprising that | 
have not mentioned anything in relation to my negotiation or any point 
of business, since the departure of Money, the messenger, nor would your 
grace think it strange, if you entered a little into the situation of a fo- 
reign minister at this court, when he writes too little or too much. For 
every thing is done here by starts and in extremes. When | was with 
the great chancellor at his country house, | avoided purposely speaking 
to him about our affair, as | knew, all I could say would not persuade 
him of the unreasonableness of their demands, before 1 had received an 
answer from your grace. Therefore, all that passed between us, upon that 
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subject was calculations about the time, when I might expect another mes- 
senger from England. 

Having since my last got a sight of the regulations made here for the 
quarters of the army for the ensuing year, | am now able to assure your 
grace that there is actually in Livonia or on the frontiers of that pro- 
vince and Lithuania, an army of sixty two thousand five hundred men. 
Besides which there lyes, between Narva and Petersburg, nine regiments 
of foot, of three battalions each, making above twenty thousand men ready 
to join the abovementioned army, if necessary. 

| will get a copy of this regulation and transmit it to your grace 
by the first safe conveyance. 

The Empress has now declared her intentions of returning to Peters- 
burg at the latter end of next May only. Her reason for not going in 
winter, as usual, is that, as she had never seen the country but covered 
with snow, she would be glad to have a view of it in summer, and of 
the several beautifull situations and prospects which lye between this and 
Petersburg. 

As I was going to sign this letter, | heard canons firing, drums 
beating and bells ringing and was told that the whole town was in con- 
fusion and alarm, the Empress’s palace, by what accident | am not yet 
informed, being all in flames. Whereupon | sent immediately a servant on 
horse back to examine how things were, who being returned tells me that 
two thirds of the winter palace is already reduced to ashes, and that the 
Empress and the great duke and dutchess were retired to the summer pa- 
lace, which by its contiguity was likewise in great danger. This was all 
he could learn, so that I must defer untill the next post giving your grace 
farther particulars of this melancholy event. R. 11-th December. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 321. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 4-th (15-th) November 1753 


My lord. Just as the post was going out on Monday evening last | 
informed your grace of the confusion this town was in, on occasion of 
‘the fire that had broke out in the Empress’s winter palace. The next mor- 
ning, | heard that no part of the said palace was remaining, but all burnt 
down to the ground and that Her Imperial Majesty went the evening before 
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to Pokrofskoie, a little country house, about three wersts from town. This 
accident was entirely owing to the negligence of some servants who were 
heating the stoves. 

The moment the Empress was informed of it, she ordered her coach 
to be got ready and went herself to the place, where the fire had begun 
and observing that the whole palace was in danger, if some immediate 
stop was not put to it, she ordered six cannon shot to be fired into that 
part, where it burned with the greatest fierceness, but this having no effect 
and Her Imperial Majesty apprehending from the great crowds of people 
gathering together, that some accident might happen, she put a stop to 
the firing of the cannon and ordered that they should let the whole buil- 
ding burn to the ground, which being all of wood was done in less than 
three hours time. During all the time the Empress was present at the 
fire, she showed the greatest unconcern and gave her directions with all 
the calmness of mind imaginable. The next evening Her Imperial Majesty 
came from Pokrofskoie to see a comedy acted at the play house which 
lies close to the ruins of her winter palace. 

The great chancellor, who cannot avoid on this occasion being very 
assiduous in paying his court to the Empress at the abovementioned country 
house, has not been able yet to fix me any particular day or hour, for 
seeing or speaking to him; but, when this present confusion is over and 
the Empress settled in the new habitation, she shall think proper to chose, 
| hope the chancellor will fall seriously to work and not let me be as 
long in redispatching Cleverly, as | was Moncey, the messenger. 

The swedish minister has lately given in here a very angry prome- 
morial, threatning that his court would break off the conferences for regu- 
lating the limits, if no regard was had on this side to their just demands 
and pretensions. R. 15-th December. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 322. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 8-th (19-th) November 1753. 


My lord. Though I have twice sent to the great chancellor since my 
letter, by the last post, earnestly desiring him to fix some day and hour 
lor me to see him, I have obtained no satisfactory answer yet, being put 
off from. one day to another under some frivolous pretence or other. As 
he is prepared that great deductions are made in their demands, | wish 
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he may not be afraid to see me alone; so that, as happened last Thursday 
was sennight, I shall, perhaps, be called to a conference with both the 
chancellors, before | have spoke and settled matters with the great chan- 
cellor, and which would not puzzle me a little. But, at all events, your 
grace may be perfectly easy, as, at present, [ shall certainly rather err 
by being too cautious than too little so. I could only have wished, so- 
mething had been sent to me in return to the Empress’s friendly and affec- 
tionate declarations, contained in the papers I transmitted to your grace 
by Money, the messenger. For, it is not her fault, if general Apraxin, 
who has the drawing up of all the military estimations, would make us 
now pay for the rich sword he has been so long expecting. 

Since the dammage and losses occasioned by the late tire are dis- 
covered, a great deal of ill humour reigns at court, though they conceal it 
as much as they can. Not only the Empress’s great wardrobe has been all 
consumed, but a great deal of money and several jewels have been lost 
or stole, to the value, including the wardrobe, of near one million of roubles. 

The affair of m-r Funk the saxon minister’s recall seems to be enti- 
rely dropt. M-r Bestuchef at Dresden, though proper to charge himself at 
last with the king of Poland’s letter to the Empress upon that subject and 
sent it to the vice-chancellor, who, we know, has received it. But neither 
the Empress, nor he having taken the least notice of it to the great chan- 
cellor, we suppose Her Imperial Majesty has altered her mind. At least, 
we have reason to think so from her present behaviour to m-r Funk. 
R. 18-th December. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 323. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 11-th (22-d) November 1753. 


My lord. All I have to trouble your grace with, by this post, is to 
let you know that this day I have had a message from the great chan- 
cellor, appointing me to come to him, after to-morrow towards noon, when 
he should be at leisure to hear all I had to say and to fix the conference. 
on which | may execute the orders | am charged with. Count Esterhasy, 
the new imperial ambassador, is in the same case with me, having been 
sending almost every day for this fortnight to the great chancellor, wi- 
thout being able to speak to him. R. 27-th December. P. R. O. Russia. 
1753. N 66. 





Ne 324. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 15-th (26-th) November 1753. 


My lord. According to the great chancellor's appointment, which your 
grace was informed of, in my letter by the last post, | waited on him 
on Saturday last. After the first compliments were over and that we were 
seated, | pulled out of my pocket the counter project and secret article. 
which your grace transmitted to me in your letter of the second October 
by Cleverly, the messenger, and read over to the great chancellor, both 
the one and the other, explaining every article, as | went on in the very 
litterai words of your grace’s abovementioned letter. 

As I was reading these papers and giving these explanations, the 
great chancellor shook, often, his head and, when I came to the secret 
article, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and eryed out he should be the 
victim of this affair; that he expected deductions would have been made 
and considerable ones too; but, nothing lke what was now proposed by 
my court. Here he made a pause and then, growing very angry, said thal 
he plainly saw our intention was to make the cats-paw of them, but God 
be thanked, the engagements between the two courts had not many years 
more to run. From this he was entering into calculations of what the rai- 
sing sixty thousand recruits would cost and the diflerence of keeping such 
an army, as they offered, in a constant readiness to take the field or 
lying quiet in their quarters. But | interrupted him and said, these were 
not mercantile affairs; that the grand point was to know, whether the 
interests of this Empire were concerned in the measures proposed? That, 
as he had often declared to me, he was firmly of opinion, they were, | 
Should be glad he would tell me why, in God’s name, the Empress should 
not bear a little share of the expences, supposing the King’s offers did not 
auswer them fully; that this was not the way of treating between great 
princes and that, | thought, that he, as first minister of such a great 
Empire, should be ashamed to have the world think the Empress, his mis- 
tress, could not be moved by the consideration of acting so great a part 
in the affairs of Europe, as she had, now, an opportunity to do, by ente- 
ring into the measures proposed by His Majesty. The great chancellor rose 
up here from his chair, saying he had a hard card to play, but would 
try and do his best; that he could not yet fix me a day for a conference 
with him and the vice-chancellor, but, if | would write to him, to-morrow, 





desiring one in form he would, then, let me know, when they should be 
at leisure to receive me, which I shall accordingly do. 

All I have to add is, that 1 thought I perceived in my conversation 
with the great chancellor that he had no very material objections to the 
counter project; but, the seeret article was from the beginning to the end 
of hard digestion to him. R. 34-st December. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. 
Ne 66. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 18-th (29-th) November 1753. 


My lord. I received, by the last post, the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 26-th October n. s., with an extract of m-r Porter’s last letter, 
relating to the insinuations made by the french ambassador at the Porte, 
upon the march of some russian troops to Livonia. This court has received 
the same advice, and that the said ambassador hinted, at the same time, 
that the Porte would do well to attack this Empire on their side, as the 


Swedes could not avoid doing, on their’s, in case the King of Prussia 
Should be attacked. But the russian minister writes, as well as m-r Porter, 
that these insinuations had made no impression, the Porte having answered 
that those affairs did not concern them. 

Your grace had in my letters of the 7-th October and 12-th No- 
vember all I had been able to learn here, at Moscow, concerning the rus- 
sian troops, which were ordered, in May last, to march towards Livonia. 
Since then, | have got a copy of the regulation, mentioned ip the last 
of ny abovementioned letters, for the quarters of the army, from Sep- 
tember last 1753 to September next 1754, which, as it is in russian, 
| am getting translated, and shall transmit it to your grace by the first 
safe opportunity. As to the number of the russian troops, which were in 
Livonia and on the frontiers of that province, before the orders | men- 
tioned in my letter of the 4-th of June to have been given, your grace 
has actually an account of them in your own office, by the regulation | 
sent your grace in November last for the quarters of the army from Sep- 
tember 1752 to September 1753; so that, when your grace receives a 
copy of this new regulation, by comparing them both together you will 
see, What number of troops is in Livonia ete. etc. this year and what 
number was there th: last. In the meantime, | propose sending your 





wrace an extract of this new regulation by the post, as soon as it is trans- 
lated. | must sincerly tell your grace that, if you had not mentioned these 
troops to me, I should not have wrote one word concerning them, having 
seen a letter in August last, by which it appeared that the first advice 
| sent of the motion of these troops had given alarm in England and raised 
suspicions, as if it had been done at the instigation of the court of Vienna, 
who was desirous of war. 

The day before yesterday, | wrote to the great chancellor, as we 
agreed, desiring a conference with him and the vice-chancellor upon some 
orders I had received from my court. I have got no answer yet, but 
am hourly expecting it. R. 6-th January 1754. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. 
Ne 66. 


Ne 326. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 22-d November (3-d December) 1753. 


My lord. It was only to day, after repeated messages since my last, 
that I had a conference with the {wo chaacellors, where I have at last 
executed the orders I had received by Cleverly, the messenger; but, as 
I am come home too late to write much by this post, all I shall say is 
that now this affair is in the way of being quickly dispatched, if the mi- 
nisters please; but it is more than I can hope from the ill humour in 
which I found and left them. I plainly perceive, general Apraxin is not 
our friend in this negotiation by the new rules of arithmetic, which the 
great chancellor has learned since my private conference with him. 

The Empress goes to-morrow to the cloister of Trvitza, where she 
proposes to celebrate the anniversary of her accession, which is on Thursday 
next the 25-th instant. R. 10-th January. P. R O. Russia. 1753. X- 66. 


Ni 327. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 25-th November (6-th December) 1753. 


My lord. Jn my last, your grace had an account of my having had, 
that day, a conference with the russian ministers, in which I informed 


them of the orders I had received, by your grace’s letter of the 2-d Octo- 





ber, by Cleverly, the messenger. [| shall now acquaint your grace with 
what passed at this conference. 

On my arrival at the great chancellor's, | found him and the vice- 
chancellor ready to receive me and a secretary standing behind them, who 
was to hold the protocollum. As | expected things would be in this order, 
| had promised myself with a short extract out of your grace’s above- 
mentioned letter, of what | proposed to say, in delivering to them His 
Majesty’s counter project together with the seeret article, which consisted 
in what follows. 

That I had the honor to bring to their excellencies His Majesty's 
counter project, in answer to the project they had delivered to me in the 
conference of the 28-th June last. 

That this counter project, as their exeellencies would observe, was 
in almost every article different from the project given me by them, but, 
as it was founded on treaties subsisting between the two courts and that 
ihe opinion was general, that the interest of this Empire required abso- 
lutely Her Imperial Majesty’s keeping a respectable corps of troops in Li- 
vonia and on the frontiers of Courland and Lithuania, my court hoped 
His Majesty’s offers would be thought just and reasonable. Especially as 
the interest of both parties were equally considered in this counter project 
and ample satisfaction given for any extraordinary expence that the Empress 
of Russia may at any time be at, on account of this treaty. 

I concluded by acquainting the two chancellors that 1 had received 
a full power, authorising me to sign a treaty with them upon the terms 
and conditions of the said counter project. 

This being taken down at protocollum by the secretary who attended 
at the conference, | proceeded to the reading over the counter project and 
secret article, both which after | had done, | laid upon the table before 
the two chancellors. 

The answer returned to me, at first, by the two chancellors was 
very short, viz-t: that they would not fail to make a report to the Empress, 
their mistress, of all that had passed in this conference and inform me, 
in due time, of her intentions thereupon. But, afterwards, the great chan- 
cellor thought proper to say that, as_an instance how disproportionable 
the King’s offers were to their expences, he would only mention the article 
uf the sixty thousand recruits, which would cost them above six millions 
of roubles; to which the vice-chancellor added, that, as they were under 
no apprehension of being attacked themselves from any quarter, he did 
not see, why they should be at such a great expence, without any ne- 





- 526 


cessity. They then made a comparison between what England had for- 
merly given for twelve thousand Hessians and six thousand Danes and 
the offers contained in the papers, I had delivered to them. And as I found 
they were running into farther heats and that 1 could not speak freely 
in the presence of the vice-chancellor, | put an end to the conference by 
getting up and telling them, at the same time, that, when they had weighed 
and considered the papers, | had put into their hands, I heped they would 
not only be of another opinion, but persuaded that the mesures proposed 
were as much for their interests and security, as His Majesty’s. 

By what passed at this conference | plainly perceived, as I acquainted 
your grace in my last, that the great chancellor must have had, since 
| saw him, in private some conversation with general Apraxin upon our 
affairs and | am, since, informed that | was not mistaken, but I have 
reason to hope, the great chancellor is come to another way of thinking 
again, it having been hinted to me, at his desire, that the chief difficulty 
with him lay, how to persuade the Empress to conclude matters upon 
another foot, than the convention for the 30.000 men, which were kept 
on the frontiers during the last war. But, if this be his only objection, 
we are not without hopes of it’s being got over, at least, I am told so 
by general Bretlack, who has seen the great chancellor, since the con- 
ference of Monday last and confirmed him in the resolution of exerting 
his best endeavours to persuade the Empress to conclude matters upon the 
foot His Majesty has proposed. 

The Empress being now at Troitza, nothing can be done in these 
affairs, untill after her return, which will be on Saturday or Sunday next; 
but next week, the great chancellor promises, he will fall seriously to 
work and retard, as little as he possibly can, the return of Cleverly, the 
messenger. 

Having now got a translation of the regulation of the quarters of the 
russian troops for the ensuing year, | shall send your grace a short extract, 
how those in Livonia and the adjacent provinces are distributed. I shall 
begin by the foot of which there are two regiments in) Courland, nine- 
teen in Livonia and two in Estonia; in all twenty three of foot, of three 
battalions each, which three battalions making in compleat two thousand 
two hundred and ninety eight men, the total of the foot is fifty two thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty four men. The horse consists in the following 
regiments, viz-t: one regiment of cuirassiers in Courland, one in Livonia 
and one in Esthonia; each regiment being of nine hundred and seventy 
three men makes two thousand nine hundred and nine horse. At Smo- 





lensk and on the borders of Poland lie two regiments of dragoons; each 
of one thousand two hundred and fifty one men, which make two thou- 
sand and five hundred and two dragoons. At Pleskow and that neighbour- 
hood, are quartered two regiments of hussars, which being of nine hundred 
and sixty three men each make nineteen hundred and twenty six hus- 
sars. On the great road to Riga lie a regiment of Cossacks of two hundred 
and forty one men and around Smolensk lie another body of four thousand 
Cossacks, so that the total of the horse, dragoons and Cossacks amount 
to eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty eight mea; which added to 
the foot makes an army of sixty four thousand seven hundred and forty 
two men, all chosen troops and in excellent order, as I am assured by 
persons lately arrived here from Livonia and those parts. In the lists | 
shall transmit to your grace the names of every regiment of horse and 
foot are set down. About Novgorod, Ladoga and those parts lie for the 
convenience of the forages several regiments of dragoons, which in seven 
or eight days time can join the troops in Livonia and compleat the horse 
fo the number of fifteen thousand, if necessary. R. 11-th January. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 328. 
Colone! Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 27-th November (S-th December) 1753 


My lord. Count Esterhasy dispatching two couriers out of four he 
has upon his hauds to Vienna, | shall make use of that opportunity to 
transmit to your grace the two inclosed papers containing an account, how 
the whole russian army is distributed throughout this Empire, since the 
alteration made in their quarters, by the orders issued in) May and 
June last, and I can assure your grace that it is not without some dif- 
liculty that I have obtained a communication of these new regulations, 
striet orders having been given that they should be kept secret. 

In the paper marked \ 1, your grace will see the quarters of the 
whole army by their several divisions, and though under the third is 
comprehended all the troops now in Livonia and the adjacent provinces, | 
have thought proper to add in another paper marked Ne 2 a more parti- 
cular account of the troops in the abovementioned provinces with a cal- 
culation of the numbers they make, if they are compleat. 

These lists His Majesty may entirely depend upon, which, | now find, 
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was not the case of that on which | made a report in my letter of the 
7-th (18-th) October, for instead of thirteen regiments of dragoons, set 
down there as having marched into Livonia, there are no wore than five, 
three of which lye at Novogrod and Stara Russa and are not included 
in the calculations made in the paper marked .\ 2. There are likewise 
no more, than five regiments of foot added to the regiments which were 
quartered there before, so that the total of the augmentation made to the 
troops in the abovementioned provinces amounts, including the 4.541 irre- 
culars, to 18.488 men, which being deducted from the total of the army 
there at present, making 64.742, it will appear that there were in those 
provinces 46.254 men before this augmentation was made, and not 21.000, 
as some advices had reduced them to, and which we doubt not come out 
of some prussian forge, as well as the accounts published of the opera- 
tions of prince Heraclius and of the motions of the Turks and Tartars in 
the frontiers of this Empire. 

Having given your grace a full account by the last post of the state 
of my negotiation to that day, I have nothing to write upon it by this 
opportunity, only that the Empress is not yet returned from Troitza. 

| here inelose to your grace, also, the copy of a note delivered to 
Ine, some time ago by the russian ministers, relating to some intrigues 
that are carrying on in Poland. 30-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 17538. 
Ne 66. 


Ne 1. Liste générale de la répartition des troupes russes. 
Premiere division. 
Dans le gouvernement de Moscou. 


Le général en chef Buturlin. 

Infanterie. 
Butirskoi . fC . 4 
1-mier Moskowskoi. . .' a Moscou. Lieutenant -général Teschnetl’? 
Jaroslawskoi. . . . . Majors- {Tsaréwitsch Grusinski 
Kurinskoi. . . ... . Serpuchow.  généraux lde Tettau 
Novaginskoi . . . . .  Dimitrow. commandent dans la ville de 
Tinginskoi . ww SC.SCSsCK ilar. Moscou. 
Schirwanskoi. 
Nascheburgskoi . 


; Kasan., 





Dragons. 
| dans le district 
de Tula. 
| prés de la ligne 
Tsaritsa. 


Kiewskoi . Lieutenant-général de Dewitz. 


Novogorodskoi Major-général Dawidow. 


| Chomutow. 
Brigadiers { Kosturin. 
| Frauendortf. 


district de Ar- 
samas et Pen- 
Sa. 

Rijskol . . . . Teletz. 
Astrachanskoi =. . Schatzk. 
Riew et Wo- 
lodimir. 
Nischegorodskoi. . . . Subzow. 
Rostowskoi . . . . .~ Koslow. 


Asowskoi 
Wolodimerskoi 


Kargapolskoi . 


Réviments . . . . . _ [nlauterie. 
| Dragons 


‘conde division. 
St.-Pétersbourg. 


(iénéral en chef Alexandre Schuwalow. 
Infanterie. 
lngermanlandskoi . . . Pétershourg.  Lieutenant-général prince — de 
Holstein. 
Astrachanskoi 
Permskoi . 
Tobolskoi . 
Tschernigowskoi . 
Uglitzkoi . 
Schlusselburgskoi . . . Ladoga. 
{ Peterhof et 
Os ‘\ Crasno Selo. 
Kasauskoi . . . . . Novogorod. Major- général prince ‘Proso- 
rowsky. 


St.-Péters- 
hourg. 


mn, 
— 


Major-général Soltikow a Narva. 


Narva. 


Strellna-Mysa 
Muromskoi . . . . ~¢ et autour de A Ladoga ou Novogorod. 


Pétersbourg. 
o4 
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Beloserskoi. . . 3 . = . =. ~ Cronstadt. Mordwinow a Cronstadt. 
Welikalutskoi 
Kabardinskoi. . . . /Wibourg. 
Wolodimerskoi . . . . Kexholm. 
Friedrichsha- 
ven. 


Knutow a Novogorod. 


Brigadiers 


Baumann a Friedrichshaven. 





Koporskoi. 
Dragons. 


Sibirskoi . 
Narwskoi . 


| dans les envi- 
+ rons de Novo- 
. | gorod. 
Wiatskoi. . . . . . Stara Russa. 
Hussards Gnissins 
Quelques compgies 
Auprés ce corps une partie de lartillerie. 
Régiments. . . . | Infanterie. } 
Dragons . . 8 


Kexholm, 


18 outre les hus- 
sards. 
Troisiéme division. 
En Livonie. 
Général en chef Peter Schuwalow. 
Cuirassiers. 


Régiment de corps de Sa 
Majesté . . . . . en Livonie. —Lieutenant-général Lopuchin en 
Livonie. 


Régiment de S. A. impériale 
m-gneur le grand duc. . en Esthonie. Lieutenant-général de Browne en 
Esthonie. 


Régiment le troisitme . . en Courlande. 
Dragons. 


J aux confins de Major-général comte de Golo- 


Tobolskoi . =n 
| Pologne. win en Livonie. 


Nowotroitzkoi. 


Infanterie. 


Général quartier-maitre de Lie- 
ven en Courlande. 


Nischegorodskoi . 
Kiewskoi . 


en Courlande. 





St.-Pétersburgskoi . . Major-général de Werthern a 
Ladogskoi 2. ww. Dorpat. 

Bodan en Livonie. 

deLieven » Pleskow. 
Ritter » Smolensk. 


Archangelogorodskoi. . Briga- 
Rostowskoi . 2. . . diers 


Susdalskoi 
Wiburgskoi 

2-d Moscowskoi 
Woronejskoi . 
Novogorodskoi 
Wiatskoi . ae 
Pskowskoi ou de Pleskow. 
Riazanskoi 

Wologodskoi . 

Kexholmskoi . 
Abscheronskoi 

Newskoi 

Smolenskoi 

Sibirskoi . 

Asowskoi. . . .. -{ 
Troitzkoi . 
Nisowskoi 


en Livonie. 





Esthonie. 


Hussards. 

Fee et a 

| Pentour, 
Wengerskoi . . . . . Toropetz. 
Les cosaques Tschugujewski autour de Riga. 
4.000 cosaques Donskoi dont il y a 
3.000 autour de Wiasma et Dorogobuseh: 
1.000 prés de Serpuchow et Meschewsk: 

Auprés ce corps tout le reste de Vartillerie. 

Cuirassiers . 3 
Dragons . 2 
Régiments . . . . .4 Infanterie. . 23 
Hussards. . 2 
Cosaques. . 1 


Serbskoi . 





outre les 
4.000 Cosa- 
ques Donskoi. 


* 





Dans VUkraine et la Petite Russie. 
Général en chef comte Soltikow. 


Dragons. 


Ingermaplandskoi . . Majors-gé- { Frolow. 
Pskowskol . . . . néraux | Barkow. 
Kasanskoi 
Twerskoi . Polosow. 

Jamburgskoi. . . . Brigadiers 4 v. Roden. 
St.-Pétersburgskoi . .. Witkowitz. 


; auprés les Slo- 


| bodskoi_ régi- 


| ments. 


+ Petite Russie. 





Riazanskol 


Archangelogorodskoi . . | de la Province 

Permskoi. . . . . . 4 Belegorod. 

Hussards de Moldavie a Isum. 

Miliciens réglés Ukrainiens 

qui dépendent aus- 
si du commando du 
avec des fonds en terre assignés . . . 9régiments} ci-devant pommé 
Miliciens sans fonds . . . . . . . 11 » vénéral en chef de 
Soltikow et sous 
lui 





Le lieutenant-général Tschern- 
20W. 


Majors-gé- { Kantimir. 
néraux | Comte Devier. 
{ de Gehema. 


Brigadiers | de la Fonds, 


| Dragons . . 9 
Régiments . . . . Hussards. . 1 
| Miliciens . . 20 


30 
o 
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Sous le commande du conseiller privé et gouverneur d’Orenbourg Ne- 
plujeft. 
Dragons. 


Moscowskoi . . . . .{ Les quartiers 
Revalskoi. . . . . .) sont réglés du 
Troitzkoi. . . . . . | gouverneur. 


{ Barduchewitz. 


Brigadiers 
rigé | de Beausobre. 


Gouvernement de Livome. 


Dragons. 

Les quartiers 

Qlonetzkoi . . . . . | dépendent de 

Lutiskoi . . . . . «4 lachaneellerie Brigadier Kratt. 
Wologodskoi . . . . .4| du gouverne- 

ment. 

P. R O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 





Ne 2. Liste des troupes russiennes qui depuis les derniers arrange- 


ments se trouvent actuellement sur les frontiéres en Courlande et 
Livonie. 


Cuirassiers. 
Homines. 
. Régiment du corps. 
2. Celui de S. A. I. le grand-due. 
. Le troisiéme cuirassiers. 
Chacun a 973 tétes sont . 


Dragons. 
. Tobolskoi |} chacun a 
», Novotroitzkoi } 1.251 tétes sont 
Hussarids. 
Serbskoi | chacun a 
Wengerskoi J 963 tétes sont 
Cosaques. 


Le régiment de Tschujugew 
sur la grande route de Riga 










634 —., 






De plus 4.000 cosaques du 
Don qui sont distribués autour 










de Wiasma, Dorogobusch " 4.000 
lieux circonvoisins. j 
Total de la cavalerie 
et troupes Iégéres. . . . . . . 11.888 






Infanterie. 







. Nischegorodskoi. 
2. Kiewskoi. 

3. Peterburgskoi. 
4. Ladojskoi. 

5. Archangelogorodskoi. 
6 

7 








. Rostowskoi. 
. Susdalskoi. 

8. Wybourgskoi. 

9. Moskowskoi, le second 
10. Woronejskoi. 
11. Novogorodskoi. 
12. Wiatskoi. 
13. Pleskowskoi. 
14. Riasanskoi. 
15. Wologodskoi. 
16. Kexholmskoi. 
17. Abscheronsko’. 
18. Newskoi. 
19. Smolenskoi. 
20. Sibirskoi. 
21. Asowskoi. 
22. Troitzkoi. 
23. Nisowskoi. 

Chaque régiment étant de trois ba- 
taillons et de 2.298 tétes, le total 
de Vinfanterie monte a . . . 52.854 hommes. 






















Outre les troupes ci-dessus spécifiées qui se trouvent actuellement sur 
les frontiéres de la Courlande et de la Livonie et sur les lisidres «t con- 
fins de la Lithuanie et qui doivent y garder leurs quartiers d’hiver. 

On a mis les régiments ci-dessus nommés a portée de pouvoir, s°il 
est besoin, joindre en peu de temps les ci-dessus nommés. 







Infanterie. 
Astrachanskoi. 
. Permskoi. 
. Tobolskoi. 
. Tschernigowskoi. 
Usclitzkoi. 
Schlusselburgskoi. 
Narwskoi. 
Kasanskoi. 
Muromskoi. 


Tous ces neuf régiments de la division du général comte Alexandre 
Schuwalow consistent chacun en trois bataillons et de 2.298 tétes, ce qui 
fait un corps de 20.652 hommes et qui est sous le commandement du 
lieutenant-général prince de Holstein-Beck et du major-général  Soltikow. 

Les troupes en Livonie, Courlande et sur ces frontiéres sont comman- 
(lées sous le général comte Pierre Schuwalow, qui a cette division, par 
{ Lopuchin. 

Browne. 
Comte Golowin. 
Baron Werthern. 
Le quartier maitre général de Lieven. 
de Roden. 
Les brigadiers ; de Lieven. 
de Ritter. 


Les lieutenants-vénéraux 


Les majors-généraux 


P. R. O. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Note touchant les affaires de Pologne pour l'envoyé extraordinaire 
de £a Majesté britannique m-r de Guy Dickens. 


Le chancelier de Ja couronne comte Malachowsky a confié en secret 
au sieur Rzyezewsky, secrétaire de légation de Sa Majesté Impériale, qu'il 
se trouvait maintenant a Paris un certain Spinec qui avait été auprés du 
feu primat Potozcki, ainsi qu'un certain Jacubowsky, homme de beaucoup 
de capacité, et dont le premier servait dans les armées du roi de France 
en qualité de lieutenant colonel et l'autre en celle de colonel et que ces 
deux personnes faisaient actuellement des intrigues secretes avec quelques 
seigneurs polonais, ainsi qu’avee les ministres de la cour de France. Le dit 
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comte Malachowsky a souhaité a cette occasion qu'on tachat de la part 
de la Russie a pénéirer dans le mystére de ces intrigues et de lui faire 
savoir ce qu’on aura appris sur ce sujet. 

Or Vintérét commun de l'Empire de Russie et de la république de 
Pologne exige naturellement de tacher a découvrir a temps et a prévenir 
effet des susdites intrigues dont les suites ne peuvent é@tre que trés pré- 
judiciables a la cause commune. 

C’est pourquoi, le ministére de Sa Majesté Impériale a jugé néces- 
saire d’écrire la-dessus au comte de Czernichew pour qu’il fasse tout son 
possible, afin que la cour de la Grande-Bretagne veuille envoyer sans délai 
un ordre a son ambassadeur en France, milord Albemarle, de mettre tout 
en ceuvre pour apprendre, s'il est possible, jusqu'aux moindres circonstances 
les machinations et intrigues de ces deux Polonais et de lui enjoindre en 
méme temps que, pour ne joint perdre du temps, il fasse savoir directe- 
ment ce quil en aura appris a monsieur l’envoyé extraordinaire, lequel 
est requis de demander préalablement a sa cour la permission «informer 
directement et sans délai le ministtre de Sa Majesté Impériale de ce que 
milord Albemarle lui aura écrit la-dessus. Moscou, ce 11 Octobre 1753. 
P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 329. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 29-th November (10-th December) 1753. 


My lord. On Friday morning last, two mails out of three, due from 
England, came in; by which | received the honor of your grace’s letter 
of the 6-th November n. s.; and, very luckily, count Esterhasy, the impe- 
rial ambassador, having dispatched the next day a courier to his court, 
| transmitted to your grace, by that opportunity, the new regulations, 
which I have so often mentioned to you, for the repartition of the russian 
forces, for the ensuing year; by which I hope all the uncertainties His 
Majesty may have been under, with regard to the number of troops that are, 
actually, in Livonia and the adjacent provinces, will be entirely renioved. 

These lisis are the only accounts that are to be depended on, as 
they are signed by the Empress; which, through her usual indolence, she 
did not do before the middle of October, so that 1 could not procure them 
sooner and, even, had difficulties in doing it now, orders having been given 
(for what reason, I know not) that they should be kept secret. 





ty 


The moment the great chancellor returns from Troitza, where he is 
with the Empress, he will be informed of what your grace writes to me, 
concerning the abbé Minoret and the subject of his errand hither; and, as 
this person may probably come through Sweden, | doubt not but the great 
chancellor will take care to have orders sent to Finland, as well as Li- 
vonia, to prevent his passing the frontiers of either of those provinces. 
This intelligence will be the more acceptable to the great chancellor, as 
it will renew his suspicions about the Frenchman Maubrun of whom, | 
found in my last conversation, that he began to entertain a better opi- 
nion, as well as other people. 

M-r Esterhasy tells me that, before the Empress went to Troitza, he 
had had a long private conversation with the great chancellor upon the 
subject, matter of my negotiation, in which he had made use of some 
arguments suggested to him by his court, to show that the Empress his 
mistress's honor, as well as interest required her accepting the offers now 
made by His Majesty; but that they had not been very well received, 
the great chancellor showing a great deal of ill humour and accusing his 
court of being partial. This ambassador, nevertheless, begins to hope, as well 
as I, that they will be very cautious here, how they break off the nego- 
tiation. 

The Empress is not yet returned from Troitza, having taken the re- 
solution to keep there the feast of St. Andrew, which is to-morrow. 
R. 11-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. N 66. 


Ne 330. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 2-d (13-th) December 1753. 


My lord. On Monday evening last the great chancellor returned from 
Troitza- and, the next morning, early, was fully informed of the advices 
I had received from your grace, concerning the abbé Minoret; and, since 
then, | have had a message from him, desiring me to assure your grace 
that he will take effectual measures to prevent so dangerous a person from 
coming hither. 

In my letter of the 25-th past o. s., your grace will have seen that 
general Bretlack had not, yet, left this court, which is owing partly to 
his ill state of health and partly to the badness of the roads; and I am 
not sorry for this delay, as he may be of great service, in my negotia- 
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tion; for having observed, as well as I, that general Apraxin was piqued 
at the disappointment of the present, he expected from England, general 
Bretlack has undertook to make him desist from the objections which he 
is continally starting to the great chanceller against the offers, made by 
His Majesty. And I have the greatest hopes of general Bretlack’s succee- 
ding in his endeavours, as there always was a great intimacy and friendship 
between him and general Apraxin. The Empress is expected this evening 
or to-morrow from Troitza. Her palace which was burnt down, about a 
month ago, is almost rebuilt and part of it, ‘especially her own appart- 
ments ready to receive Her Imperial Majesty when she comes to town. 
R. 19-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Me 331. 


The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 14-th December 1753 


All in cypher. Sir. | am very glad to find by your letter of the 
1-st (12-th) November that Cleverly was arrived at Moscow. I hope 
soon to hear what you shall have done, in consequence of the orders which 
he brought you and that the ill humour of the great chancellor is quite 
removed. 

The King was glad to see that you had reason to believe that there 
were more than 60.000 men actually in Livonia, though His Majesty will 
be better satisfied, when you are able to send a more particular account 
of their numbers and quarters. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. \e 66. 


Ne 332. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 6-th (17-th) December 1753 


My lord. I received by the last post the honour of your grace’s letter 
of the 16-th November nu. s. with the several inclosures, viz-t: the King’s 
speech to both Houses of Parliament upon the opening of the session and 
also the adress ef the House of Lords and the resolution of the House of 
Commons upon it. 

On Friday last, the Empress came from Troitza to her summer pa- 
lace here in town and, next week, Her Imperial Majesty proposes to re- 
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move from thence into the appartments of her winter palace that are ready 
for her reception. 

I am, now, in expectation of hearing soon that the two chancellors 
have laid before the Empress the papers, | delivered to them, in my 
last conference, with their remarks upoa them, which, if | may depend 
on the assurances, given to me by the great chancellor, will be as ta- 
vourable, as lies in his power. 

Baron Korff, the russian minister in Denmark, wrote hither in his 
letter, by the last post, that abbé Minoret was arrived at Copenhagen; but 
does not seem to have any notion of the said abbés being to proceed farther 
north. KR. 14-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. MN 66. 


N 333. 
The duke of Newcastle to m-r Guy Dickens. 
Whitehall. 18-th December 1753- 


All in cypher. Sir. Since my last, | have received your two letters 
of the 4-th (15-th) and 8-th (19-th) November. 

His Majesty is a little surprised that, after the impatience expressed 
by the great chancellor for the arrival of the courier, he should delay so 
long the giving you an opportunity of acquainting him with the substance 
of what that courier brought and that you should fear that he would not 
see you alone, tu receive the first communication. 

M-r Bestuchef must have expected great abatements in their exor- 
bitant demands. He was, as you said, prepared for if, even when Money 
was dispatched from Moscow. And I may venture to assert that the King 
has been pleased fo go much greater lengths, than even you from your 
former instructions had any reason to expect. 

The sword, you mention, has been ready these last two years 
and was not sent singly by your representing that it would not be 
accepted. - 

As to general compliment of His Majesty’s regard for the Empress 
of Russia. my letters, in general, are so full of that, that you are sul- 
ficiently authorised to say any thing upon that subject, that you may think 
necessary or useful. But the King could not order a compliment to be made 
upon proposals which His Majesty thought so exorbitant and inadmissible. 
However, I will still hope that, upon reflection, this negotiation will be 
brought to a happy conclusion. P. RO. Russia. 1753. Xe 66. 
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Ne 334. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 9-th (20-th) December 1753. 


My lord. Since my letter, by the last post, general Bretlack has told 
me that it was with pleasure he could assure me he had brought general 
Apraxin into such a way of thinking, as would facilitate and quicken the 
conclusion of my negotiation; that he would not conceal from me that ge- 
neral Apraxin, in the beginning of the conversation, they had together, 
made great complaints against my court: first, for the manner in which 
the corps of 30.000 men, furnished, in consequence of the convention of 
1747, had been used and next, for the slights shown to himself, even 
after he had asked the Empress’s leave to accept a present which had 
been promised him, To which general Bretlack, to avoid entering into any 
discussion about these matters, returned no other answer, than that he 
was unacquainted with them and then asked general Apraxin, if he had 
seen the counter project, I had delivered to the two chancellors. 

General Apraxin said, he had and declared, plainly, his dissatisfaction 
at the King’s offers by the arguments, he had suggested to the great 
chancellor of the difference between these offers and the subsidies, usually 
given by England to the princes of Germany. Upon which general Bret- 
lack told him that those offers and subsidies would not be admitted of any 
comparison; as England had more in view, by the latter, the securing 
an interest and majority in the empire, than the troops those princes fur- 
nished, as an instance of which he named the court of Dresden. General 
Bretlack made it appear to him that the King’s offers would answer fully 
all the- extraordinary expences, they would be at here on account of the 
engagements proposed to them. For that he, general Apraxin, must agree 
that the least they could keep in Livonia and those parts,.was a corps 
of 30.000 men; that the 12.000 men, due to His Majesty by treaty, 
being added to them made 42.000, so there remained only 13.000, the 
difference of whose subsistance, between being kept in Livonia or any other 
parts of the Empire, could not possibly exceed His Majesty’s offers; these 
arguments together with the figure which general Bretlack represented to 
him, this Empire would have an opportunity to make in the affairs of 
Europe and he, in particular, by having the command of the army, which 
His Majesty took into his pay, entirely prevailed upon general Apraxin and 
made him promise general Bretlack, he would contribute all in his power 
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towards the success of this negotiation. This point being now gained of 
securing general Apraxin, I shall be more pressing with the great chan- 
cellor to bring matters to a conclusion, which, | was afraid to do before, 
least the great chancellors good intentions should be rendered ineffectual 
by any opposition from the college of war, to whose department these 
affairs entirely belong. R. 19-th January. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


N 335. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 13-th (24-th) December 1753. 


My lord. Since my last, the great chancellor and general Apraxin 
have had several conferences together upon the subject matter of His Ma- 
jesty’s orders to me of the 2-d October, by Cleverly, the messenger; I am 
not exactly informed yet of what was resolved and agreed upon between 
them in these conferences; but, | know for certain that, since then, the 
two papers | delivered to the two chancellors, in my conference of the 
twenty second November o. s., have been laid before the Empress, whose 
orders they are, now, daily expecting, to know when they shall attend 
her and receive her commands upon them; so that, in a very few posts, 
| hope to send your grace clearer accounts, than | have hitherto done of 
the issue this negotiation is like to have. 

The weather and general Bretlack’s state of health permitting him, at 
present, to set out on his journey home, he proposes to leave this place 
on Wednesday next. R. 1-st January. P. R. 0. Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


Ne 336. 


Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 


Moscow. 16-th (27-th) December 1753 


My lord. Your grace will have seen, by my last, that the two chan- 
cellors were in daily expectation of receiving the Empress’s orders upon 
the papers they had laid before her, relating to the negotiation | am charged 
with, but I do not yet hear that she has sent for them or appointed any 
day for them to attend her, though, on Tuesday last, they got the cabinet 
secretary to lay before Her Imperial Majesty a little memorandum, putting 
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her in mind of these affairs and urging the necessity of bringing them to 
a conclusion. 

| am told that, in the conferences which the great chancellor and 
general Apraxin have lately had together, they came to very favourable 
resolutions, but, according to their usual custom, they will not enter into 
particulars with me and let me into what they consist, so that I expect 
to remain in this uncertainty, till things are communicated to me, in a 
ministerial manner, and, whenever this happens, | wish, notwithstanding 
all their fair promises, | may not be obliged to write for new orders and 
instructions. 

Yesterday, general Bretlack set out from this place on his journey 
home, R. 29-th January. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. \ 66. 


No 337. 
Colonel Guy Dickens to the duke of Newcastle. 
Moscow. 20-th (3l-st) December 1753 


My lord. On Saturday last the 15-th instant being the Empress’s 
birth day, it was kept at the new palace, which is now entirely rebuilt 
and furnished. There was no court at noon, as usual, because of the exces- 
sive cold, but in the evening there was a ball, illuminations and a mag- 
nificent supper at a table which held near three hundred people. Before 
we sat down to supper, finding the two chancellors by themselves in a 
corner of the room, | asked them if they did not think it was time for 
them to enable me to redispatch Cleverly, the messenger, who, in a few 
days, will have been here full two months. Upon which they both shrugged 
up their shoulders and said, | knew how things went; but that | might 
depend upon it, they would do their utmost to prevail on the Empress to 
fix them one day, this week, on which they might receive her commands 
on the affair in agitation. If they do not, I shall have no hopes of sen- 
ding back Cleverly this month yet, as we shall fall in the Christmas ho- 
lidays, during which, and a full week after, no kind of business is doue here. 

It has been hinted to me, since my last, at the desire of the great 
chancellor that, upon new calculations, it appearing to them that the de- 
mands contained in their project did really run too high, it was in a 
manner resolved that, upon the whole, there should be a deduction of two 
millions of dutch crowns, but how and upon what particular articles, this 
is to be done, not being explained to me, I have no clear notion of the 





matter. This only | think, I may infer from it, that there will be also 
alterations made in the King’s counter project and consequently that this 
negotiation cannot be brought to a conclusion, before | have His Majesty’s 
orders and instructions upon these alterations. 1-st February. P. R. 0. 
Russia. 1753. Ne 66. 


N 338. 
Baron Wolff to the duke of Newcastle. 
st. Petersburg. 30-th December 1753. 


My lord. | have lately received a letter from his excellency the grand 
chancellor count Bestuchef in Moscow, the original of which | send here 
enclosed. 

But as I do not know what answer to give to its contents, therefore 
I shall be attending your lordship’s commands, how to behave in this par- 
ticular. 

Here is nothing stirring in public matters, worth your lordship’s atten- 
tion; in the meantime | am and shall allways continue to remain unal- 


lerably at your devotion, as being full of profound respect and perfect 
esteem etc. R. 15-th March. P. RK. O. Russia. 1753. NM 66. 


Lettre du comte A. Bestouchef au baron Wolff. 


Moseou. Décembre 1753. 


Monsieur. 

Ce nest que par un eflet de l'ancienne confiance que je yous porte, 
monsieur, que je vous écris ces lignes, afin que yous en fassiez l'usage 
le plus utile aux endroits od il conviendra. 

Vous savez apparemment et au cas que vous l'ignoriez, je suis bien 
aise de vous le dire, monsicur, que lorsque milord comte de Hindford, 
ci-devant ambassuadeur de Sa Majesté britannique, votre maitre, devait 
quitter cetie cour-ci, pour s’en retourner en Angleterre, ce fut Sa Majesté 
l'Impératrice, ma souveraine méme, qui voulut qu'il s’employat auprés du 
ministére anglais pour que m-r de Guy Dickens fit nommé pour le relever 
ici en qualité d’envoyé extraogdinaire auprés de Sa dite Majesté Impériale. 

Ce fut effectivement en conséquence de ces insinuations de cette cour-ci 
que ce dernier fut nommé et envoyé comme tel ici, et Sa Majesté I’lmpé- 
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ratrice aussi bien que son ministére ayant eu tout lieu d'etre contents du 
zele, de Vardeur et des bonnes intentions dont ce ministre donne des 
preuves éclatantes tant avant qu’aprés son arrivée et séjour ici, on serait 
assurément bien aise de le garder encore longtemps ici dans la ferme per- 
suasion ol Von est que sop ministére ne pourrait dorénavant qu’étre utile 
et avantageux aux intéréts réciproques et généraux des deux cours. 

Comme il y a cependant plusieurs circonstances qui laissent supposer, 
ou que le dit m-r de Guy Dickens soit par rapport a son age et ses infir- 
mités, soit par up désir naturel de rejoindre un jour sa famille en Angle- 
terre aprés bien des années d’absence pit entin demander a étre rappelé 
de cette cour-ci, ou bien que du cédté du ministére de Sa Majesté britan- 
nique méme on congoive t6t ou tard Vintention de lui donner un succes- 
seur, animé comme je suis du désir constant de contribuer, autant qu'il 
peut dépendre de moi, au bien et a l’avantage des intéréts des deux cou- 
ronnes et de la bonne cause en général, ne connaissant dailleurs que trop 
aussi, combien il est important de choisir en pareil cas des sujets propres 
& entretenir les liaisons nécessaires pour atteindre un but aussi salutaire, 
j'ai cru quil ne serait peut étre pas hors de propos de songer d’avance 
a quelque personne qui, pour le bien commun, edt Jes qualités requises 
pour s'attirer les suffrages et l'approbation de cette cour-ci, sauf les hautes 
lumiéres de Sa Majesté britannique et lagrément de son ministére. 

Enfin si le cas dont il est question, soit de Pune ou de l'autre facon, 
Vient a exister, on souhaiterait ici en conséquence des notions avanta- 
yeuses que lon a des talents, du caractére, du ceeur et des maniéres de 
m-r le colonel de Yorck, & présent ministre britannique a la Haye, que 
Sa Majesté le Roi et son ministére voulit bien préférablement daigner se 
déterminer en sa faveur pour lenvoyer a cette cour-ci revétu du caractére 
d’ambassadeur, honneur qu’on ne manquerait pas de réciproquer diment de 
la part d'ici par un sujet également agréable et distingué et muni du 
méme caracteére. . 

Il ne sera pas besoin que je vous répéte, monsieur, que les insinua- 
tions ci-dessus ne partent que de l'entidre confiance que je mets dans 
votre prudence et discrétion reconnues; je me borne seulement a vous laisser 
le maitre d’en faire nsage envers son excellencie monsieur le duc de New- 
castle, auquel, si vous le jugez a propos, vous pouvez communiquer confi- 
demment l’original de cette lettre méme (y joignant en méme temps en 
mon nom des compliments des pius amiables et sincéres) que vous aurez 
cependant soin de lui faire parvenir par une voie des plus sires. J’ai 
honneur d’étre etc. etc. P. R. O. Russia. 1753. M 66. 
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